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Eleanor B. McDowell

Obituaries

SACO, ME 
– Eleanor Bai-
ley McDowell, 
age 82, ended 
her long struggle 
with Alzheimer’s 
disease on March 
20, 2011, when 
she died quietly 
in her sleep.   El-
eanor was most 
recently a resi-
dent at the Mon-
arch Center of 
Saco, Maine, but 
she lived at 3 
Carriage Rd. in 
Amherst for over 
50 years. 

Eleanor gradu-
ated from Cornell University, with 
a degree in Child Development, in 
1950.   In 1951 she married Arnold 
Neil McDowell and in 1959 they 
moved their growing family to the 
center of Amherst and quickly be-
came active in the community.  El-
eanor was a tireless organizer who 
participated in the Amherst PTA 
and the PTA plays, Scouting, The 
Village Singers, and town census 
projects.   She served as Volun-
teer Coordinator for the American 
Stage Festival (Milford) for some 20 
years.

Eleanor also 
worked for Weight 
Watchers in Mil-
ford and Nashua.   
Later in life Neil 
and Eleanor took 
many Elderhostel 
trips to places like 
Spain, Italy, and 
Cape Breton, as 
well as American 
destinations.

Eleanor is sur-
vived by her hus-
band of almost 60 
years, Neil McDow-
ell of Buxton,ME; 
her sister Peg Mertz 
of Eagle River, AK; 
and four children, 

Douglas, of Grantham, NH, Lois 
McAuliffe of N. Grafton, MA, Jean 
Haskell, of Buxton, ME. and Peter, 
of Loogootee, IN; two grandchil-
dren and four great grandchildren.

 A memorial reception was held 
on Sunday, April 3, 2011at the Am-
herst Congregational Church.  Buri-
al will be at Meadowview Cemetery 
in Amherst at a later date.  Dona-
tions in Eleanor’s memory may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Founda-
tion. (www.alz.org).

Jean Darnell Sweeney Peter Davis 
AMHERST – 

Jean was born in 
South Orange, New 
Jersey on March 
18, 1931 and died 
peacefully in Nash-
ua, NH on March 
17, 2011, while re-
cuperating from 
double pneumonia.

Jean was a Reg-
istered Nurse who 
graduated from 
Bates College in 
1954.  Upon gradu-
ation, she practiced 
nursing for a short 
time in New Jersey 
and after her mar-
riage in 1955, she worked at the La-
hey Clinic in Boston, MA, until her 
first child was born in 1958.

While living in Pittsford, NY, she 
contributed her time to the Pitts-
ford Ambulance Service.  After 
her four children had grown, she 
worked part time at the Crotched 
Mountain Foundation from 1984 
until her retirement in 1996.

Jean was a resident of Amherst, 
NH for the majority of the years 
since 1976.  The Amherst Congre-
gational Church was one of the key-
stones of her life where she was a 
member of the Choir and Bell Ring-
ers.  She was a past President of the 
Amherst Woman’s Association, at 
one time she served on the Board 
of Directors of the Amherst Pub-

lic Library and the 
Souhegan Nursing 
Association, and 
belonged to the 
PEO Sorority and 
the Amherst Gar-
den Club.

Her hobbies in-
cluded gourmet 
cooking, music, 
photography, and 
cross stitch.  Early 
in her retirement, 
Jean traveled ex-
tensively in the 
United States and 
internationally, but 
since late 2005, her 
health has confined 

her travels to New England.
Jean leaves her husband, Dave; a 

sister, Carol in Plano, TX; four chil-
dren, Janet of Orange, CA, Michael 
of Boulder, CO, Peter of Amherst, 
NH and Kathleen of Dallas, TX; 
and two grandchildren, Delaney 
and Corbin of Boulder, CO.

Funeral services are private.  
Burial will be in Meadowview Cem-
etery, Amherst, at a later date.  For 
those desiring to share in her mem-
ory, contributions to the Crotched 
Mountain Foundation, 1 Verney 
Drive, Greenfield, NH  03047, would 
be appreciated.  Arrangements are 
in the care of Smith & Heald Funer-
al Home, 63 Elm Street, Milford.  To 
leave an online condolence, please 
go to www.smith-heald.com

NASHUA, NH – The St. Joseph 
Healthcare family is deeply sad-
dened by the news of the passing of 
Peter Davis. Peter died on Monday, 
March 28, 2011 at St. Joseph Hospi-
tal surrounded by his loving family 
and friends.

Peter served as President and 
CEO, or in his words, “caretaker” 
of St. Joseph Hospital from July of 
1985 until his retirement in July of 
2010.

“Peter was admired and respect-
ed by all who met him and loved by 
those who knew him well. He will 
be remembered not only for his 
steady guiding hand in the growth 
of St Joseph Hospital but for his 
many contributions to our entire 
community,” stated, Dr. William 
Stephan, Vice President Medical 
Affairs. “Peter’s presence and his 
influence on my life is a blessing I 
will carry with me always.”

“On behalf of the Grey Nuns and 
all of us within Covenant Health 
Systems, we offer our prayers and 
sympathies to the Davis family,” 
stated David Lincoln, President 
and CEO of Covenant Health Sys-
tems. “We will remember Peter as 
a valued and cherished member 
of our team and as someone who 

cared deeply for his family, staff, pa-
tients and community.   Peter will 
be greatly missed for his wisdom, 
warmth, humor and compassion.  
He will remain forever in our mem-
ories.”

“I have had the pleasure of know-
ing Peter for only a short time, but 
his legacy at St. Joseph Hospital and 
in the community is one of great 
distinction,” stated David Ross, 
President and CEO of St. Joseph 
Hospital. “The legacy of his good 
work and steadfast commitment 
to St. Joseph Hospital is woven in 
the hearts and minds of the entire 
St. Joseph Healthcare family and he 
will be missed.”

In honor of Peter and his many 
contributions, the flag on the St. 
Joseph Hospital campus will be 
lowered to half-staff and will re-
main there for seven days, the tra-
ditional Jewish mourning period. 
For those wishing to share thoughts 
and memories about Peter, a spe-
cial page is available on the St. Jo-
seph Hospital website, www.stjo-
sephhospital.com.

Susan Stoeckly Stitt 
Susan Stoeck-

ly Stitt, of Am-
herst, passed 
away from 
breast cancer 
in her home on 
the morning of 
March, 28th, 
2011. 

Sue was born 
in Marblehead, 
Massachusetts, 
in 1946. She 
earned a Bach-
elor’s degree in 
m a t h e m a t i c s 
from Hope Col-
lege, in Holland, 
Michigan, where 
she met and fell 
in love with a local hooligan, Steve 
Stitt, her future husband of 41 years. 
She was a lifelong Girl Scout, inspir-
ing many young women through 
her work; trustee of the Bean Foun-
dation; member of the Amherst 
School Board for nine years, chair-
person for seven of those years; and 
the town witch, Esmeralda, who 
visited Amherst’s public schools 
for years to educate students about 
the difference between reality and 
make-believe. She loved perform-
ing at the theatre, acting and sing-
ing in many PTA plays as well as 

professionally at 
area theatres and 
singing with a NH 
chorale group that 
traveled through-
out China. She 
loved to cook and 
was always eager 
to try new recipes 
for her family and 
friends.

Her most re-
cent passion in-
volved her work 
as an Opera-
tions Manager at 
Hewlett-Packard. 
It allowed her to 
travel around the 

world and visit her 
colleagues in Europe, Singapore, In-
dia, China, and Colombia. 

Sue is survived by her husband, 
Steve; her daughters, Jess, Liz, and 
Rachel; her sons-in-law, Christos 
and Christopher; her grandson, 
Ajax; her mother, Roberta; her sib-
lings, Robert and Jean; and many 
cousins, nieces, and nephews.

At Sue’s request, in lieu of flow-
ers, please make a donation to the 
Susan G. Komen For the Cure, the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association, 
or a charity of your choice. 

the center of Francestown; he was 
named postmaster of the newly 
opened post office in that town in 
Dec. 1801 and also had a general 
store there until he moved in April 
1803.

The one and only source I have 
found for the list of the first direc-
tors is an advertisement dated Au-
gust 1800 (which ran in Spooner’s 
Vermont Journal of Windsor, Vt. 
and the Village Messenger of Am-
herst, N.H.), announcing that the 
2nd Turnpike had been laid out, so-
liciting building contracts, and call-
ing for all proprietors to pay up on 
the first assessment. This ad names 
Josiah Stevens as treasurer and is 
signed by the following seven di-
rectors: Phinehas Williams, James 
Bingham, David Heald, Oliver 
Holmes, Daniel Warner, William 
Sweetser, and John M’Neal [sic]. It 
does not indicate the hometown of 
any of them. The notification in Dec 
1800 of the first annual meeting in-
dicates that Samuel Fisk [sic] of Cla-
remont was the first proprietors’ 
clerk. In June 1812 the N.H. Gener-
al Court incorporated David Dex-
ter, Josiah Stevens and Samuel Fiske 
and their associates as the Amherst 
Turnpike Corporation, empower-
ing them to build an extension of 
the 2nd Turnpike south to the Mas-
sachusetts line.

Capt. Phinehas Williams (1734-
1820) of Woodstock, Vt.: “major-
ity of the roads in [Woodstock] 
and adjoining towns were made by 
him” (History of Woodstock, 1889); 
farmer; selectman six times be-
tween 1779 and 1790. Son Jesse was 
first trader in town; he set up pot-
ash works (from burning timber) on 
pa’s land and sold product in Boston 
or Hartford, bringing back goods to 
trade (early 1780s). Another son had 
store in town about time the 2nd 
N.H. turnpike was chartered. 

James Bingham (1758-1826) of 
Lempster: “a man of much influ-
ence” (Granite Monthly, Aug. 1822); 
designed meeting house (town hall) 
in 1795; selectman; represented 
town in N.H. General Court. Daniel 
Bingham, the toll collector in Unity, 
was probably his younger brother. 
James’ eldest son James Hervey is 
famous among historians as lifelong 
close friend of his Exeter and Dart-
mouth classmate, Daniel Webster 
(1792-1852). Another son of James 
was storekeeper and postmaster in 
Lempster in early 1820s. 

David Heald, Esq. (1768-1841) of 
Washington, N.H.: Dartmouth-ed-
ucated attorney; newly arrived in 
town in 1800; rep. for 12 consecu-
tive years beginning 1802; a direc-
tor of Croyden Turnpike 1804-1838. 
His son Jr. became provision dealer 
at North Market St., Boston.

Maj. Oliver Holmes [Sr.] (1740-
1806) of Francestown: merchant 
and innholder (as early as 1775), “a 
man of means and influence,” “town 
leader in military affairs,” “a power 
in affairs of the church as well as in 
secular matters;” selectman four 
times 1774-79, and moderator of 
annual meeting nine times (History 
of Francestown, 1895). 

Col. Daniel Warner (1745-1813) 
of Amherst: lived on road leading 
to Boston within one mile south 
of the meeting house; represent-
ed Amherst in the General Court 
eight years; collected tax revenue 
in county in 1795 and 1801; coun-
ty sealer of weights and measures 
1804; census taker of Hillsborough 
county in 1790, 1800 and 1810; sur-
veyed and drew map of Amherst 
and Mont Vernon in 1806 for Car-
rigain’s map of N.H.; surveyed the 
route for the turnpike’s extension 
south; prominent member of Ma-
sons Benevolent Lodge No. 7; died 
insolvent.

Lt. John McNeil (1757-1836) of 
Hillsborough: His father was select-
man when town incorporated. His 
son Jr. married a cousin, daughter 
of governor-to-be Benjamin Pierce 
(both Sr. & Jr. died before Benja-
min’s son Franklin became Presi-
dent); Jr. became Brigadier General, 
then supervisor of Boston port.

Hon. Samuel Fiske (1769-1834) 
of Claremont: Harvard-educated 
attorney and mercantile and man-
ufacturing businessman; succes-
sor to paper making firm of his fa-
ther-in-law Josiah Stevens; store on 
north side of river; selectman 1800 
and 1801, town clerk 17 years (1800-
1816), rep. in N.H. Legislature 1814 
and 1816, and state senator in 1815; 
one of first directors of Claremont 
Bank (1826).

Col./Hon. David Dexter (1765-
1829) of Claremont: originally 
a blacksmith, arrived 1790 with 
brother Stephen and jointly bought 
grist and saw mill and opened first 
scythe shop in the vicinity (part-

nership dissolved Jan. 1799); built 
dam on Sugar River for mills about 
1800; owned (flax seed) oil mill 
jointly with Josiah Stevens (1813); 
selectman 13 years (1800-1818), 
rep. in Legislature 1814-1820; one 
of first directors of Claremont Bank 
(1826).
Amherst Players

The center of decision-making 
for this turnpike appears to shift 
to Amherst quite early. From 1805 
on, the annual meetings are held at 
a tavern in Amherst Village, home 
of the proprietors’ clerk. Charles 
H. Atherton, Esquire (1773-1853), 
county register of probate 1798-
1837 and a savvy businessman, 
was the 2nd Turnpike’s proprietors’ 
clerk from 1802 to 1806.  In June 
1807, Atherton and two other well-
connected, prominent men of Am-
herst – Joseph Cushing (1781-1852) 
and Frederic French. Esq. (1766-
1824) – petitioned the Legislature 
to extend the 2nd Turnpike south 
to the State line. French, a lawyer, 
had represented Dunstable in the 
N.H. Legislature before he arrived 
in Amherst in 1806. Cushing was 
publisher of the local newspaper 
since 1802. These three men were 
all directors of the ill-fated Hills-
borough Bank founded 1806. They 
would also shortly be among the 
original proprietors of Peterbor-
ough’s first cotton factory in 1808, 
along with two other bank directors 
of Amherst and another prominent 
Amherst lawyer plus Peterborough 
men.

Ch. H. Atherton and David M’G. 
Means, as “Committee for the Pro-
prietors,” were the ones who signed 
the 2nd Turnpike’s financial re-
port filed in 1812. David McGregor 
Means (1781-1835), a merchant, 
held the office of proprietors’ clerk 
from 1807 until 1834. Perley Dodge, 
Esq. (1799-1888) of Amherst, an-
other lawyer, was the last propri-
etor’s clerk, serving from 1835 until 
the company’s dissolution in 1837.
Last Directors – 1837

On April 15, 1837 all the remain-
ing gates on the 2nd Turnpike were 
opened, no more tolls collected 
and the road made free. This was 
in accordance with the Sept. 1836 
meeting of the proprietors. The an-
nouncement dated April 10 was 
signed by only two directors, Abner 
Chase and John Gibson; it gave Cla-
remont as its location, although nei-
ther of these men was of that town. 

Major John Gibson Jr. (1804-
1857) of Francestown: innholder 
of tavern opened 1800 by his fa-
ther, renowned for especially good 
entertainment during turnpike era 
and property on which Frances-
town’s northern tollhouse stood; 
selectman and moderator and three 
times rep. in Legislature; lightning 
fire in 1846 destroyed 5 of his barns; 
Jr. moved to Concord, N.H. in 1849 
where kept Eagle Coffee house op-
posite Capitol. His father, Sr. (1767-
1821), was merchant, innholder, 
and farmer; became the wealthi-
est man in the county (said His-
tory of Francestown, 1895); assist-
ed in building the 2nd Turnpike in 
1801 (said Secomb); was a director 
of Hillsborough Bank at Amherst 
at its end; and represented Frances-
town in Legislature 1814-1816. Sr.’s 
brother Robert kept a tavern 1810-
1822 in the south part of Amherst 
on the road to Boston, near bridge 
over the Souhegan. 

Abner Chase (1746-1838) of Uni-
ty: innholder (as early as 1783); 
with inheritance from his father, 
he owned hundreds of acres that 
would become the town center; in 
1822 his was the only store and tav-
ern (in later years jointly run with 
son Francis) in Unity. His daughter 
Sally (b. 1774) married in 1794 Dan-
iel Bingham (b. 1769) who became 
the toll collector in Unity.

The proprietors still had to get the 
approval of the Legislature so they 
would no longer be held account-
able for road repairs. Accordingly, 
“Mr. Dodge of Amherst, John Gib-
son and others” petitioned the Leg-
islature for the repeal of the char-
ter of the Second Turnpike early in 
1837 and held a special meeting in 
June at John Gibson’s hotel in Fran-
cestown “to see if proprietors will 
vote to surrender their charter to 
the Legislature and assent that their 
act of incorporation be repealed.” 
The General Court revoked the act 
of incorporation on July 4, 1837 
and that was its end. The road was 
turned over to the towns through 
which it passed. Stretches of it still 
exist, including the northern end 
of Amherst’s Boston Post Road and 
Mont Vernon’s Francestown Turn-
pike.
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