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Local Cadet Makes 
Dean’s List

WEST POINT, N.Y. 
– Cadet Samuel Low-
ell, son of Dennis and 
Margie Lowell of Am-
herst, has been named 
to the Dean’s List for 
the Fall Semester – 
August through De-
cember  at the United 
States  Military Acad-
emy.

Lowell graduated 
from Souhegan High 
School, in 2010 and 
will be commissioned 
a second lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army upon graduation at 
West Point.

The mission of the U.S. Military 
Academy is to educate, train, and 
inspire the Corps of Cadets so that 
each graduate is a commissioned 
leader of character committed to 
the values of Duty, Honor, Country 
and prepared for a career of profes-
sional excellence and service to the 
Nation as an officer in the United 
States Army.
Local Students Chosen as Na-
tional Youth Correspondents

FAIRFAX, VA-- The following lo-
cal students have been nominated 
to join 200 others from across the 
nation as National Youth Corre-
spondents for the 2011 Washington 
Journalism and Media Conference 
at George Mason University.

Michelle Contos, of Amherst, 
a rising senior at Souhegan High 
School has been nominated to rep-
resent New Hampshire, chosen 
based on academic accomplish-
ments and a demonstrated interest 
and excellence in journalism and 
media studies.

National Youth Correspondents 
will participate in hands-on, expe-
riential learning through decision-
making simulations that challenge 
them to solve problems and explore 
the creative, practical, and ethi-
cal tensions inherent in journalism 
and media. The experiential por-
tion of the program is complement-
ed by speakers who are well-known 
leaders in the field. These present-
ers range from prominent journal-
ists to CEO’s of major media outlets 
and from researchers to recent col-
lege graduates already successful in 
the field.

The Washington Journalism and 
Media Conference will be held July 
10-July 15, 2011.
Courtney Gabinetti of Amherst 
named to the Winter Term 
Deans’ List at Choate Rose-
mary Hall

WALLINGFORD, CT 
(03/24/2011)(readMedia)-- Court-
ney Gabinetti, daughter of Ms. Pa-
tricia A. Gabinetti of Amherst, was 
named to the Winter Term 2011 
Deans’ List at Choate Rosemary 
Hall in Wallingford, Connecticut. 
Choate Rosemary Hall is an inde-
pendent secondary school enroll-
ing 850 boarding and day students 
from 40 states and 45 countries.
Local Students Named to 
Dean’s List at Ithaca College

ITHACA, NY (03/24/2011)(read-
Media)-- The following local resi-
dents were named to the Dean’s List 
at Ithaca College for the fall 2010 
semester.

Kristin Leffler, Daughter of Eric 
Leffler and Maryann Cocca-Lef-
fler of Amherst,NH, was named to 
the Dean’s List at Ithaca College’s 
Roy H. Park School of Communica-
tions.

Rebecca Kabel, Daughter of Allan 
and Ruth Kabel of Hollis,NH, was 
named to the Dean’s List at Ithaca 
College’s School of Business.

Shannon Moloney, 
Daughter of Peter 
and Sheryl Moloney 
of New Boston,NH, 
was named to the 
Dean’s List at Ithaca 
College’s School of 
Humanities and Sci-
ences.

Coeducational and 
nonsectarian, Ithaca 
College is a nation-
ally recognized in-
dependent college of 
some 6,400 under-
graduates and 400 
graduate students. 
Located in Ithaca, 

New York, the college offers more 
than 100 degree programs.
Local Student Make Dean’s 
List at Tufts University

MEDFORD, MA -- Tufts Univer-
sity recently announced the Dean’s 
List for the Fall 2010 semester.

Among these students is:
Lauren Sirois of Amherst, NH, 

Class of 2011.
Dean’s List honors at Tufts Uni-

versity require a semester grade 
point average of 3.4 or greater.

Tufts University, located on three 
Massachusetts campuses in Boston, 
Medford/Somerville, and Grafton, 
and in Talloires, France, is recog-
nized among the premier research 
universities in the United States. 
Tufts enjoys a global reputation for 
academic excellence and for the 
preparation of students as leaders in 
a wide range of professions. A grow-
ing number of innovative teach-
ing and research initiatives span all 
Tufts campuses, and collaboration 
among the faculty and students in 
the undergraduate, graduate and 
professional programs across the 
university’s schools is widely en-
couraged.
Local Students Participate in 
Academic Excellence Confer-
ence at Keene State College

KEENE, NH-- Keene State Col-
lege’s 11th Annual Academic Ex-
cellence Conference is designed 
to showcase the academic work of 
Keene State students and the col-
laborative work between students 
and faculty. It allows students to 
share excellent work with a broad 
audience, and prepares them for 
submitting proposals to profession-
al conferences.

Among the participants are the 
following local students:

Matthew Caputo of Amherst, 
NH, presenting on A Trigonomet-
ric Surprise: Alexander’s Angles

Catherine Stack of Amherst, NH, 
presenting on Creating Communi-
ty: An Action Plan for Recreation in 
Troy, New Hampshire

Keene State College, New Hamp-
shire’s public liberal arts college, 
offers 40 major programs and is 
known for its integrative studies, 
commitment to service, and ability 
to prepare students for productive 
work and citizenship. The College, 
a vibrant educational community 
in the heart of New England, has an 
enrollment of 5,500 full- and part-
time students.
SHS Junior Wins Journalism 
Award

Michelle Contos, a junior at 
Souhegan High School, was nomi-
nated to represent New Hampshire 
as a National Youth Correspondent 
to the 2011 Washington Journalism 
and Media Conference at George 
Mason University from July 10-15.

Contos has the opportunity to 
join a select group of students from 
all over the country for an intensive 
study of journalism and media.

Contos was chosen based on aca-
demic accomplishments and a dem-
onstrated interest and excellence in 
journalism and media studies.

To Memorize or Not to Memorize? That is the Question
By Michelle Contos and 

Jeanne Sturges

This past December, 
Souhegan High School 
launched its first Poetry 
Out Loud project. Poetry 
Out Loud is a national com-
petition that took place in 
schools across the country 
to celebrate the art of spo-
ken word. Students were 
graded on the complexity 
of the poem and their own 
poise and articulation in ad-
dition to memorization. 

Choosing from hundreds 
of published poems in the 
online anthology provided 
by the Poetry Foundation 
and the National Endow-
ment for the Arts, each stu-
dent came to know a poem 
in a way that had perhaps 
become obsolete, but which is now 
experiencing a renaissance: through 
memorization and recitation. 

Memorization and recitation do 
raise interesting pedagogical ques-
tions, particularly when Souhegan 
prides itself on its culture of per-
sonalization. The Poetry Founda-
tion and the National Endowment 
for the Arts, which sponsor the pro-
gram, require that every student 
in a participating class be required 
to choose, memorize and recite a 
poem. The English department fac-
ulty discussed the pros and cons of 
this relatively rigid set of curricu-
lar guidelines. What the teachers 
agreed on, in fact, is that the pro-
gram allows for a high degree of 
differentiation and creativity in 
the classroom. The anthology cat-
alogues poems by length as well as 

topic and author, so students could 
choose short or long poems, Amer-
ican or non-American, contem-
porary or classic, and on any topic 
imaginable. Students could choose 
to have their recitation scored as 
part of the competition, or simply 
assessed as a class project. And as 
always, modifications and accom-
modations were made as needed. 
As Adam Theriault said, “Students 
had voice and choice - two impor-
tant components of Differentiated 
Instruction.”

What occurred was profound. A 
number of teachers commented on 
the diversity of students that thrived 
in this project. Poetry appeals to a 
wide range of students – from the 
theatrical, to the analytical, to the 
private or quiet, to the more ex-
troverted, to the disenfranchised. 
One teacher commented on the in-

spiration he gained by wit-
nessing his students, even 
the most reticent, rise to 
the challenge. While a few 
students ultimately recited 
in a small group setting, 
teachers spoke of the posi-
tive atmosphere created 
in the class from students 
discussing the meaning of 
lines, experimenting with 
tones, sharing feedback, 
and supporting one anoth-
er. “Poetry Out Loud gener-
ated a deeper understand-
ing about poetry than the 
usual textual analysis,” said 
World Literature teach-
er, Gavin Sturges. “And it 
served as a great way for 
students to support each 
other - since they were all 
in the same boat having to 
speak publicly,” he added. 

While the program builds self-con-
fidence and self-esteem in students 
through memorization and recita-
tion, it also builds analytical skills.

Souhegan’s first school-wide 
competition was indeed an inspir-
ing evening of poetry and music. 
And, for a first year competition, 
Souhegan faired very well. One of 
the Souhegan finalists, freshman 
Olivia Vordenberg, recently won 
the NH State Finals competition 
and will represent New Hampshire 

at the National competition in April 
in Washington DC. 

Even at the classroom level, Ol-
ivia commanded attention with her 
powerful performance. She con-
nected with the poem on such a 
level that it was almost as if she had 
written it herself. It was clear from 
her confident and moving inter-
pretation that she understood the 
poem’s message and what spoken 
word is all about.

Coming from a freshman, this 
undeniable performance would 
have been difficult to believe if the 
school hadn’t seen her star in the 
school’s fall production of Anne 
Frank, being the rare exception to 
the rule that leads are given only to 
upper classmen.

Both Olivia and fellow SHS final-
ist senior Derek Avila were awarded 
$15,000 scholarships to Southern 
New Hampshire University. Olivia 
competed in the NH Semi-finals, 
which she won, and which qualified 
her to compete in the NH State Fi-
nals in Concord. 

Congratulations to both and 
good luck to Olivia as she competes 
in the Nationals. Derek Avila is cur-
rently competing in the NH Semi-
finals of the National Slam Poetry 
Competition and hopes to repre-
sent the state of NH in the Finals of 
that competition.

Students in the News
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Spring Rains Bring Flood Pains.

Don’t assume your property policy includes 
flood coverage, many do not!

Call for a free, no-obligation assessment today.

Protecting your commercial and personal interests since 1964.

Vacation In Your Own Backyard!

SURFSIDEPOOLCOMPANY.COM

111 Rte. 101A • Amherst, NH
(Next to Frederick’s Pastries)

889-3100 • 889-4340
Mon-Fri 9-7 Sat 9-5; Sun 11-4 or by appointment

SuMMeRField/OPtiMA   
Above Ground Pools    

18’ ROuNd $1,355
24’ ROuNd $1,750
15’ x 26’ OvAl $2,295
18’ x 33’ OvAl $3,050

*Pool & Liner only. Professional installation extra.  
Ask for details.

You get the BeSt quality, BeSt prices, and 
PROFeSSiONAl installation! Made in the USA

Check for Above Ground Closeouts!

•	 Replacement Pool Liners
and installation

•	 Pool Openings and Service

Now Scheduling!
Limited Time Offer!!

20’ x 37’ Mountain lake
inground Pool incl. 4’ Concrete deck,
Auto Pool Cleaner, Bench or Cuddle Cove 
installation & more$22,995

Book
Now for

May-JUNE
install!

Soap for SHARE

During March, students at Clark-Wilkins School collected 1200 soap 
products (bar soap, laundry detergent, dishwashing liquid and shampoo) 
for SHARE and brought them into the library. Helping librarian Kathleen Mc-
Intyre pack the products for delivery to SHARE are (front) Michaela Purvis 
and Connor Donoghue; (back) Rebecca Sileo and Claire Dudek.  The soap 
products are distributed locally to families assisted by SHARE.

Souhegan High School Finalists at Poetry Out Loud competition.

Olivia Vordenberg and Derek Avila, finalists

Cadet Samuel Lowell

What is the purpose of a library? 
While this question might be asked 
in theoretical terms or occasionally 
as a financial concern, the purpose 
and the mission of a library truly 
speaks to the highest level of think-
ing and learning in our school, 
community, and country.  What 
do we value?  What is most impor-
tant to our community?  To what 
do we aspire? This question was 
answered by Bryce Pettit, a sculp-
tor, a wildlife artist, and a biologist, 
in his bronze work of art entitled: 
“Flights of Learning.”  In this sculp-
ture, a young child is happily hold-
ing an open book with birds soaring 
from the pages.  Bryce explains the 
meaning of “Flights of Learning” in 
these words: “Flights of Learning 
symbolizes the purpose and mis-
sion of a library.  A child’s life epito-
mizes learning and children are the 
reason that we as parents and mem-
bers of the community shoulder the 
responsibility to better the world.  
The opening book is the gateway to 
learning and the birds are knowl-
edge that once released soar to 
heights that enrich and enlighten 
lives.  The birds also represent the 
freedom and opportunity gained 
through learning.  Each bird depict-
ed in the sculpture represents a dif-
ferent area of learning.  The owl is 
symbolic of the sciences and math-
ematics, the falcon, history, the jay, 
literature, the meadowlark, music, 
the hummingbird, fantasy, and the 
tern, the arts.” 

While Bryce Pettit’s twelve foot 
original bronze sculpture is on the 
lawn of the Logan, Utah Public Li-
brary, a smaller facsimile in my liv-
ing room continues to remind me of 
the importance of the library in our 
school and in the lives of our stu-
dents.  While I will always be among 
the first to stress the importance of 
reading and math, I could not imag-
ine educating our children without 
opportunities to learn and expe-
rience music, travel, and the arts 
through the library and then be-
yond the written page.  As children 
enjoy opportunities to visit muse-
ums, historical sites, and art galler-
ies and often participate in theatre 
performances and musical produc-
tions, their horizons are expand-
ed and learning takes on new and 
greater meaning. In our schools, we 
are laying the foundations of learn-
ing and creating an atmosphere of 
the importance of the arts through 
varied school, library, and class-
room experiences.  Just as the birds 
symbolize to Bryce Pettit, the wild-
life artist, the areas of learning, so 
we as educators, parents, and com-
munity members might hope that 
our students will soar as they read, 
explore, discover and experience 
the true wonder of learning. Might 
each and every student take flight 
and become a learner who seeks for 
greater depths of knowledge and 
understanding in our world today.           

FLIGHTS of LEARNING 
By Kathleen C. McIntyre, Clark-Wilkins Library/Media Specialist  
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