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ENGAGEMENT

Vilamarim – Ward

Nancy Simeone of Amherst and Larry Ward of Merrimack are 
pleased to announce the engagement of their son Daniel Ward to 
Tina Vilamarim daughter of Rui and Tammy Vilamarim of Peter-
borough, NH.

Daniel is a graduate of Souhegan High School and a 2009 gradu-
ate of the Whittemore School of Business and Economics at UNH.  
He is a railroad coordinator for Seaboard International Products 
LLC.

Tina is a graduate of ConVal High School and is a student at 
Southern New Hampshire University.  She is an assistant program 
manager at Crotched Mountain Rehabilitation Center.

An October 29, 2011 wedding is planned.

WEDDING

Mr. and Mrs. Barton Dailey

Maura Kathleen Pyle and Barton Edward Dailey were married 
August 27, 2010 at St. Patrick Church in Jaffrey, NH. The Rev. Wil-
fred Deschamps officiated at the ceremony. A reception followed at 
the Woodbound Inn in Jaffrey.

The bride was given in marriage by her father.  She is the daugh-
ter of Col. Charles and Irene Pyle of Amherst.  The groom is the 
son of Denise and Gary Samperi of Higganum CT. and Robin and 
Michael Dailey of Bridgeton, MO.

The Maid of Honor was Sarah Lombardi of Lake Tahoe, CA 
friend of the bride. Bridesmaids were Lauren Angell of Milford, NH 
and Stephanie Grimont of Nashua, NH also friends of the bride.  

The Best Man was Anthony Palermo of Guilford, CT friend of 
the groom. Groomsmen were Evan Dailey of Bridgeton Mo. broth-
er of the groom and Jeremy Fink of Scarsdale, NY friend of the 
groom.  Readers at the ceremony were Elizabeth Pyle, sister of the 
bride and April and Trisha Cretella sisters of the groom.

The bride is a 2000 graduate of Souhegan High School in Am-
herst. She earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology from 
Keene State College  in 2004. The groom is a 1999  graduate of 
Guilford HS in Guilford, CT and attended Keene State College.

After a honeymoon trip the The Mountain Top Lodge in Chit-
tington Vt  the couple now reside in Madison, CT.

ENGAGEMENT

Hastings – McKenzie 

Dr. and Mrs. Richard G. McKenzie of Amherst announce the 
engagement of their son, Eric Daniel McKenzie to Ashley Alyssa 
Hastings, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Medici of Mont Vernon.

The groom-to-be is a 2004 graduate of Souhegan High School 
and received a B.S. degree from the University of New Hampshire 
in 2009.  Eric is currently employed by Enterasys Networks, Ando-
ver, Massachusetts as a mechanical engineer.

The bride-to-be is a 2005 graduate of Souhegan High School and 
also graduated from the University of New Hampshire in 2009 
with a B.A. in political science.  Ashley is currently employed as a 
financial rep by Fidelity Investments, Merrimack.

A destination wedding is planned for October, 2011.

ENGAGEMENT

Barnes and Perros

Warren and Jane Barnes of Amherst announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Jennifer Barnes of Oak Park, IL to Nicholas Per-
ros, Oak Park, IL.,,Nicholas is the son of George and Delores Per-
ros of Amherst.

Jennifer is a graduate of Souhegan High School and the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, Durham.  She is employed as a Residency 
Program Coordinator at Loyola University Medical Center, May-
wood, IL.

Nicholas graduated from Souhegan High School and the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, Durham. He is first year medical student 
at Loyola University’s Stritch School of Medicine, Maywood, IL. 

A July 2011 wedding is planned in Amherst.

Birth Announcement

Do The Decent Thing And Steer 
Well Clear Of Cyclists
To the editor:

Winter is over and the lengthening days are calling cyclists out of their 
long hibernation.  Soon our roads will be thick with colorfully garbed 
would-be Lance Armstrong’s huffing their way over hills and forming Ly-
cra pelotons.  About 57-million people across the nation cycle regularly 
and sadly some 43,000 of those folks will suffer serious injuries by year end.  
Around 700 will become fatalities.  Cyclists are not invincible, their pad-
ded shorts and peculiar-looking helmets are no match for a 6,600-lb Hum-
mer or even a 1,600-lb Smart Car.  New Hampshire is one of many states 
which seek to protect cyclists with a three-foot passing law.  Motorists are 
required to allow at least three-feet of clearance when passing a cyclist on 
the road.  We actually go one step further than most states in that for ev-
ery 10 mph over 30 mph motorists are required to leave an additional foot 
of clearance. 

If you have ever ventured onto the roads astride your trusty Schwinn, 
you will know that over-exerting muscles you forgot you had is the least of 
your concerns compared to the constant buffeting from passing vehicles 
threatening your balance and making each ride a roll of the dice.

 We all share the same roads and we need to observe the laws that keep 
cyclists safe because every oddly attired peddler is somebody’s child, some-
body’s parent, somebody’s neighbor.  They are all somebody and the least 
courtesy we should afford them is to keep them from being one of the 
43,000, or God forbid, one of the 700.  So let’s do the decent thing and steer 
well clear of cyclists.

 
 Thanks
Gail Bowen
Amherst

“Right to Work Bill”
To the editor:

I would urge everyone who supports middle-class Americans to stop and 
rethink their stance on unions.  There is a wave of anti-union sentiment 
currently running amok in this country.  Rather than look to the robber 
barons of hedge funds, banks, and corporations who hold the keys to the 
demise of the American middle class, middle-class Americans are point-
ing fingers at other middle-class American-- union members--and blaming 
them for our economic troubles.  This issue is currently part of a bill in the 
NH State Senate which passed the House recently.  It is erroneously called 
the “Right to Work Bill”.  It should be called “The Right to Work for Less 
Bill”.  It prohibits collective bargaining that requires employees to join a la-
bor union.  Actually, no one has to join a collective bargaining unit in New 
Hampshire if they don’t want to.  As a long-standing union member myself, 
I was never forced to join a union.  However, in schools where I would have 
benefitted from a union contract, I was asked to pay an agency fee which 
was considerably less money than a union membership.  It was used to help 
cover the cost of contract negotiations.  

Union strength has given Americans a living wage, decent benefits, and 
safety in the workplace.  Destroying our unions will be taking another 
whack at the middle class which is already seeing hits in their home val-
ues, education expenses, and loss of state support for health and human 
services.

“Right to Work” states have lower wages and greater numbers of injuries 
in the workplace.  The statistics from RTW states are as follows:   The aver-
age worker earns $5333 less per year; 21% more people lack health insur-
ance;  there is a higher poverty rate and infant mortality rate; and  deaths 
from work related accidents are 51% higher when there is no union voice in 
the work place.

Please call or write your state senator and ask him/her to carefully con-
sider their stance regarding this obnoxious law.

Nancy Iannuzzelli
Amherst

NH Needs More Money!
To the editor:

The problem New Hampshire faces in balancing its budget is not over-
spending, it is under-funding. The State Legislature is at the point of cut-
ting services to the poorest and most vulnerable of our citizens, while we 
already rank near the bottom in terms of state spending per capita. To pro-
pose further cuts is reckless and immoral. What we need is more money.

The state’s PRIMARY source of funding, taxing property, has two short-
comings: it falls most heavily on the poor and middle class (6 - 10% of in-
come, or more), while the wealthier pay 2 - 4% of their income, or less, to 
support our state government. This is unfair. It is also foolish to allow those 
with the highest incomes to pay the smallest percentage. We did not delib-
erately choose this. It is because taxing property alone is an anachronism 
from the 18th century, when property, mainly land, was synonymous with 
income generation. To rely on property taxation today is structurally un-
sound because property value no longer tracks with income growth, and 
has been falling behind for decades. No wonder we have a recurring rev-
enue problem!

Ultimately, we need to REPLACE the state property tax with an income 
tax, because it is the fairest way to raise the money we need, and collections 
keep pace with the economy. Increasing the myriad of business, excise and 
special sales taxes is not a viable alternative. Business taxes in NH are 
among the highest in the country and already hurting economic growth. 
And a broad-based sales tax on consumer goods would be even more re-
gressive than what we have now.

Replacing the state property tax with a general income tax faces difficul-
ties, both real and imagined, and will take time. Here are some short-term 
alternatives: As proposed by former NH Senator Mark Fernald, the prop-
erty tax can be made more equitable, and raise more money, by increasing 
the rate on luxury homes. Another source of revenue would be to restore 
the inheritance tax on large estates. In addition, the current Interest & Div-
idends Tax could be expanded to include capital gains. Why not?

A balanced budget is a good thing. But focusing only on balance ignores 
the vital issue: “What are we budgeting for”? Public health, advancing edu-
cation, protecting and nurturing children, care for the poor and vulnera-
ble, fair wages and a livable retirement, and safeguarding our environment 
are necessities for a healthy society, are they not? A government which does 
not fund these things is a failure, and the result is social disintegration. The 
solution is simple, but requires character: find the money!

John G. David
Amherst

House Leaders Congratulate   
Senate for Passing Right to Work

 CONCORD – House Speak-
er William O’Brien and Majority 
Leader D.J. Bettencourt today of-
fered the following statement after 
the Senate voted to pass HB 474, 
right to work legislation for the 
state.

“Right to work means more eco-
nomic growth and more jobs here in 
New Hampshire, plain and simple.  
I commend the Senate for passing 
this important legislation to help 
ensure that our workers never have 
to be forced to join or pay a union.  
The Granite State is now one step 
closer to becoming the first right to 

work state in the Northeast, joining 
22 other states nationally who have 
given their workers this important 
protection,” said O’Brien.

“While our focus in Concord has 
been on balancing the budget,  it 
is also important that we work to 
make our state an attractive des-
tination for business.   The right 
to work legislation  is one of many 
pieces that will help us put out the 
“Open for  Business” sign and  make 
New Hampshire  a  choice state  in 
which  to do business,” said Betten-
court.

Dr. and Mrs. Richard G. McKen-
zie of Amherst announce the birth 
of their first grandson, Liam Rich-
ard McKenzie, 8 lbs., born on Feb-

ruary 22, 2011 at Portsmouth Hos-
pital, Portsmouth.  Parents are Ian 
and Lisa (LaFontaine) McKenzie 
and reside in Portsmouth.

Letters & Opinion

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com


