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Invention Convention Awards 
for Amherst Students 

The New Hampshire Young Inventors’ Program was held at Mer-
rimack Valley High School.   Students representing Clark-Wilkins 
received the following awards:
	 Joyce	Kenne	Scholarship	Award	(Free	Tuition	to	Camp	Invention	

given	by	Camp	Invention)	Financially,	this	is	the	largest	award	
given	at	the	event.	Kate	Eastland	-	Grade	4	S2R	(Stair	to	Ramp)	

	 Inventors’	Choice	Award	-	This	award	is	voted	on	by	the	stu-
dents	themselves	and	only	1	invention	is	chosen.	(Received	
a	Medal	and	$50	in	gift	cards)	Abigail	Conard	-	Grade	2	Kitty	
Comber	

	 Environmental	Award	(Received	a	Medal)	
	 Audrey	Littlefield	-	Grade	K	Audrey’s	Take	Along	Recycling	Bins	
	 Special	Needs	Award	(Received	a	Medal)	
	 Kate	Eastland	-	Grade	4	S2R	(Stair	to	Ramp)	
	 Original	and	Unique	Award	(Received	a	Medal)	Abigail	Conard	

-	Grade	2	Kitty	Comber	
	 Most	Marketable	Award	(Received	a	Medal)	Sydney	Mazur	-	

Grade	1	Headrietta	

Local Students  Named Candidates 
in Presidential Scholars Program

Partnership Will Expand Local 
Preschool Options

Earth Day 2011 at Souhegan High School
Thanks	to	the	efforts	of	sophomore,	Micah	Quindazzi,	students	at	Souhe-
gan	dedicated	a	pink	dogwood	tree	in	honor	of	Earth	Day	2011.		The	tree,	
donated	by	Amherst	Garden	Center,	and	Earth	Day	celebration	was	the	cul-
mination	of	a	week	of	advisory	activities.		Micah	researched	and	packaged	
activities,	websites	and	challenging	questions	for	advisory	discussions.		
Following	the	celebration,	sophomore	students	raked,	removed	litter,	and	
cleaned	out	flower	beds.	
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High Mowing School 

Guys and Dolls Coming to Wilton

PTA Fashion Show Sponsored by the GAP
Amherst	Middle	School
Friday	May	6th	2011,	7:00	pm
Tickets	will	be	on	sale	at	the	door.	Pizza	&	baked	goods	will	be	avail-
able	for	purchase.
The	event	is	being	DJ’d	by	Ms.	Rogers,	one	of	our	awesome	grade	6	
teachers!	All	are	welcome	to	attend!

 

Beginning this August, families 
in the greater Amherst region will 
have an additional option for pre-
school for their three and four-year 
olds.  Sunrise Children’s Center and 
the Amherst School District are 
partnering to provide an integrat-
ed preschool program at Clark Ele-
mentary School at 14 Foundry Road 
in Amherst.  

The integrated preschool will 
foster an environment inclusive of 
children of all abilities by provid-
ing fun, educational experiences 
through activities that promote 
speech and language development, 
fine and gross motor skills, as well 
as social, self-help, and play skills.  
Children will be offered a wide va-
riety of enriching experiences that 
include music, art, pre-reading, ear-
ly math skills, science and outdoor 
exploration.  

The program will align with the 
Amherst School District calendar 
and run Monday through Thursday 
with a class for three-year olds from 
8:30-11:15 a.m. and an afternoon 
class for four-year olds from 12:00-
2:45 p.m.  Mid-day and end-of-day 
transportation between Sunrise 
and Clark School will be available 
for children who require full-day 
care. 

“We look forward to continuing 
to work with the Amherst School 
District on wonderful program-
ming for children and families” said 
Nancy Gagnon, the director of Sun-
rise.  

A parent information session 
for this collaborative preschool is 
scheduled from 4:00 -5:00 pm at 

Clark School Multipurpose Room 
for Thursday, April 21, 2011 and 
Tuesday, May 10, 2011.  Child care 
will be provided.  Please contact 
Paula Learoyd (plearroyd@sprise.
com or 673-2690, Ext. 113) to sign 
up for child care.

Registration information (Reg-
istration Packet) is available by 
calling Sunrise Children’s Center 
at 886-0110 or at RSEC’s website 
(www.rsec.org, Sunrise Children’s 
Center) or on the Amherst School 
District’s website (www.sprise.com, 
Clark School).  

Sunrise, a program operated 
through the Regional Services & 
Educational Center (RSEC), has 
been providing comprehensive 
early childhood education services 
in the region since 1984, and  will 
continue to provide other part-
time preschool options and full-day 
programming for children at their 
Route 101A site in Amherst. The 
newly formed partnership will of-
fer another exciting opportunity for 
children in Amherst.

RSEC is a private not-for-profit 
501(c)(3) corporation governed by 
a Board of Directors that includes 
the Superintendent of Schools from 
SAU 39, 40, and 41, four school 
board members, and two com-
munity members. Over the years, 
RSEC has provided school districts 
in southern New Hampshire with 
a variety of high quality programs 
and services. Currently, 300 stu-
dents from approximately 28 south-
ern New Hampshire towns attend 
or receive services through RSEC 
programs. 

WILTON – High Mowing School 
presents Guys and Dolls!  Enjoy the 
music and the excitement of a myth-
ical New York City of days past.  
Performances will take place Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday, April 28, 
29 and 30 at 7:30 pm at the Pine Hill 
Waldorf School Auditorium, Abbot 
Hill Road. Tickets are $12 adults/$8 
students & seniors, and available 
at the door.  Call 654-2391 or visit 
www.highmowing.org for further 
information.

The students of High Mowing 
soar with the spirit of Broadway!  
Hear them belt out well-known 
musical numbers such as:  “A Bush-
el and a Peck,” “Take Back Your 
Mink,” and “Luck Be A Lady.”  Guys 

and Dolls features a cast of vivid 
characters who have become leg-
ends in the canon: Sarah Brown, the 
upright but uptight “mission doll,” 
out to reform the evildoers of Time 
Square; Sky Masterson, the slick, 
high-rolling gambler who woos her 
on a bet and ends up falling in love; 
Adelaide, the chronically ill night-
club performer whose condition is 
brought on by the fact she’s been 
engaged to the same man for 14 
years; and Nathan Detroit, her de-
voted fiancé, desperate as always to 
find a spot for his infamous floating 
crap game.

High Mowing School is a Wal-
dorf high school for day and board-
ing students in Wilton.

Sam Holister and Katrina Jacobs, 
graduating seniors at Souhegan 
High School have been  named two 
of more than 3,000 candidates in 
the 2011 Presidential Scholars Pro-
gram. The candidates were selected 
from nearly 3.2 million students ex-
pected to graduate from U.S high 
schools in the year 2011. 

Inclusion in the Presidential 
Scholars Program, now in its 47th 
year, is one of the highest honors 
bestowed upon graduating high 
school seniors. Scholars are select-
ed on the basis of superior academ-
ic and artistic achievements, lead-
ership qualities, strong character 
and involvement in community and 
school activities. 

The 3,000 candidates were select-
ed for their exceptional performance 
on either the College Board SAT or 
the ACT Assessment. Further con-
sideration is based on students’ es-
says, self-assessments, descriptions 
of activities,  school recommenda-
tions, and school transcripts. A dis-
tinguished panel of educators will 
review these submissions and select 
500 semifinalists in early April. 

The Commission on Presidential 
Scholars, a group of some 32 emi-
nent citizens appointed by the Pres-

ident will make final selection of the 
Scholars. They will select one young 
man and one young woman from 
each state, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico and US students living 
abroad; 15 students at-large; and up 
to 20 students from the creative and 
performing Arts. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Education will announce 
the Scholars in May. 

Scholars will be invited to Wash-
ington, DC, for several days in June 
to receive the Presidential Scholars 
medallion at a recognition ceremo-
ny and to participate in events and 
activities with their  elected rep-
resentatives, educators  and other 
leading individuals in public life. 
Local	Student	Named	to	
Dean’s	List	at	University	of	
Rochester	

Gabriel David Unger, a junior 
majoring in electrical engineering 
at the University of Rochester, has 
been named to the Dean’s List for 
academic achievement for the fall 
2010 semester. 

Unger, a resident of Amherst, is 
the son of Piyanai Saowarattitada 
and Michael Unger and Ellen Ung-
er, all of Amherst, and a graduate of 
Souhegan High School in Amherst. 

State PTA Reflections Competition

This year, Amherst students par-
ticipated in the NH STATE PTA 
Reflections Competition held at the 
Hood Middle School in Derry, NH 
on Tuesday, March 15, 2011. 

These students were chosen by a 
panel of local judges at the Amherst 
PTA Reflections program/judging 
which was held in January at Clark 
school.  Amherst was one of 38 
schools participating from across 
the state. A total of over 2,000 piec-
es of art were produced by the stu-
dents of NH!   Eight Amherst stu-
dents received awards, and two of 

these students Sophia Alton and 
Bailey Conard placed First!  They 
will move on to the National Com-
petition. These two students will 
also be invited to the NH State PTA 
Cultural Arts Luncheon in Novem-
ber 2011. In addition, if their entries 
receive an award at the National 
level, they will be shown on the Na-
tional PTA website: www.ptareflec-
tions.org.

Congratulations to ALL the State 
Award Winners from this year’s Re-
flections program!

Students	who	received	awards	and	are	pictured	from	left	to	right:
Evmorfia	Alton	(3rd	grade),	2nd	place	winner	in	the	Intermediate	Division	
for	Dance	Choreography;	Sophia	Alton	(Kindergarten),	1st	place	winner	in	
the	Primary	Division	for	Dance	Choreography;	Bailey	Conard	(4th	grade),	
1st	place	winner	in	the	Intermediate	Division	for	Dance	Choreography
Abigail	Conard	(2nd	grade),	2nd	place	winner	in	the	Primary	Division	for	
Dance	Choreography;	Missing	from	picture	but	received	state	awards:
Lauren	Bentley-Melle	(Kindergarten),	3rd	place	winner	for	Visual	Arts	in	
the	Primary	Divsion;	Sienna	Langone	(grade	6),	Honorable	Mention	winner	
for	Visual	Arts	in	the	Middle	/	Junior	Division;	Sarah	Howard	(grade	9),	3rd	
place	winner	for	Photography	in	the	Senior	Division;	Keller	Nunley	(grade	
12),	2nd	place	winner	for	Film	Production	in	the	Senior	Division

Souhegan’s FIRST Robotics Team Competes in Finals
Beats	Top	Seeded	Alliance	in	North	Carolina	Regional	Competition

AMHERST – The Souhegan 
High School FIRST Robotics Team 
recently traveled to North Caroli-
na to compete in the NC Regionals 
along with 51 other FIRST teams. 
The robots are designed, assembled, 
and programmed by students. “All 
of the mentors were very proud of 
the incredibly complex robot the 
Souhegan students were able to 
build in a six week time frame,” says 
Souhegan’s team Program Director, 
Bill Price. 

The team placed 13th out of 52 
in North Carolina, was selected to 
compete in the playoffs, and even-
tually made it all the way to the Fi-
nals. The Souhegan team ultimately 
finished in 2nd place overall. Senior 
Cory Fay has been competing for 
four years. “By far, this is the best 
year. Everything clicked. Because 
we have a skilled group of seniors, 
we were able to build one robot to-
gether with the freshman while also 
working on another identical one 
ourselves.”

This year’s competition was 
named Logo Motion. Teams com-

pete in alliances of three whose 
points are combined after each 
match. Matches begin with one 15-
second Autonomous Period, during 
which robots operate independently 
of driver inputs to hang Ubertubes 
on the grid to score points. Teams 
then maneuver their robots to hang 
as many inflated plastic shapes (tri-
angles, circles, and squares) as they 
can on their grids during the fol-
lowing two-minute and 15 second 
match. The higher the teams hang 
their game pieces on their scoring 
grid, the more points their alliance 
receives. 

During the last 15 seconds of 
each match, robots deploy their 
mini-bots in a foot race to “run” 
across the playing field and climb 
a post. “The mini-bot race is a defi-
nite game-changer,” Fay explains. 
“You can be losing the entire match, 
and still win if you win the mini-bot 
race.” 

Dalton Colen, senior and mem-
ber of the drive team, says he loves 
working with his hands. “It’s such a 
satisfying feeling to take a raw piece 

of metal and turn into something 
that completes a challenge well.”  In 
fact, Colen loves hands so much he 
is designing a robotic hand for his 
Senior Project.

Souhegan’s FIRST Robotics com-
petition drive team consisted of 
Dalton Colen, Valerie Nogueira, 
Seth Cordts, and mentor coach, 
Aidan McAllister. Pit team mem-
bers Cory Fay, Kade Colen, Athe-
na Kochilaris helped in the pit to 
keep the robot running, while Scott 
Heinlein, Jordan Billingsley, An-
udeep Gavini, Grayson Smith, and 
Jason Beck functioned as scouts, 
gathering information on the oth-
er teams. In the Finals, the on-field 
pit crew consisted of Cory Fay and 
Athena Kochilaris. 

Each student received a medal for 
being in the Finals, and the team re-
turns with a trophy for the school.  
“The mentors were very impressed 
with how the students carried 
themselves throughout the compe-
tition,” added Price.  “The amount 
of effort the mentors put in to the 

program is astounding – the time, 
the money, the effort – hundreds 
of dollars – just to help high school 
kids is amazing,” says Colen.

Team members include Mechan-
ical Team members: Jordan Bill-
ingsley, Ryan Brown, Sydney Cold-
well, Dalton Colen, Seth Cordts, 
Cory Fay, Margot Hentges, Alex 
Krawiec, Zachery Ladd, Gregory 
Nogueira, Amelia Parent, Camer-
on Quinn, Nicholas Russell, Mitch 
Hunt, and Alex Carlson. The Elec-
trical, Programming and Anima-
tion team members include: Jason 
Beck, Derek Calzada, Dan Frenette, 
Anudeep Gavini, Rishi Nair, Gray-
son Smith, Matthew Winter, Sean 
Pallio, Madeleine  Daigneau, Matt 
Hunt, Shane Coldwell, Kade Colen, 
Scott  Heinlein, Athena Kochilaris, 
Patrick Levesque, Emmy McGuy, 
Valerie Nogueira, James Tabor, Jer-
emy Nemec, Grant Peret, Samuel  
Pierce, Sage Wesenberg.

A video can be found at http://
www.usfirst.org/roboticsprograms/
frc/content.aspx?id=18762. 

The	main	robot	with	mentor,	Tyler	Andred	and	Athena	Kochilaris,	SHS	
student

Community Council Meeting, May 16 
Community Council is holding a Public Forum on Monday, 

May 16 from 6pm-8pm in Room 126-127 of the Souhegan High 
School Main Building.  Under discussion will be a proposal to 
eliminate the “decile” ranking system at the high school.  Com-
munity members are welcome to come hear the presentation and 
ask questions.

Please see article next page.


