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Amherst Chess Teams Win Top Honors 
The Amherst King Bishops Pri-

mary ”A” team of Mont Vernon 
Village School’s Will Darnall, 
Wilkins School’s Aidan Ahearn, 
Paul Trombi and Siraj Husainy 
won all four of their team’s 
matches to earn the Primary 
Section (K-3) state champion-
ship. The club’s Primary ”B” team 
of Ethan Lim, Connor Reardon, 
Andrew Wold and Miles Lim, all 
Clark/Wilkins students, finished 
in 2nd place.

The Elementary ”A” team of 
Amherst Middle School’s Mason 
Young and Liam Earley, Wilkins’ 
Eli Young and Mont Vernon Vil-
lage School’s Tommy Darnall  
won three matches and drew one 
to finish first in the 4 to 6th grade  
Elementary Section. The Elemen-
tary “B” team of Wilkins’ Steven 
Pariselli, Josh Lacaillade, Bill 
Drake and AMS‘s Sofia Husainy 
tied for 5th place in the very com-
petitive 9 team battle.

The Souhegan High School 
team of Liam Murphy, Sean Mc-
Grath, Brian Dworkin and Me-
gan Mangold finished in second 

place behind the winning team 
from Phillips Exeter Academy. 
The Nashua Chess Club team 
won the Jr. High Section.

The two team titles won at the 
New Hampshire Scholastic Chess 
Team Championships, coupled 
with Liam Murphy’s  individual 
High School Chess Champion 
top honor, bring the Amherst 
King Bishops’ state chess champi-
onship count to 24 since its’ first 
win in 2003.  Congratulations to 
all of our scholastic chess players 
and to their parents, teachers and 
peer mentors. 

Special thanks go out to Liam 
Murphy for continuing the tradi-
tion of chess team participation 
at the high school level, Mary 
Ireland for her encouragement of 
the many club players in her 2nd 
grade classroom, Diana Jones at 
the Amherst Rec. Department for 
help in coordinating our two lo-
cal events, and Andrea Cyr of the 
Amherst Congregational Church 
for her role in securing the chess 
club’s new home.  

Amherst’s Liam Murphy Finishes in 3 Way Tie For 2011 NH High School Chess Champion!
Don’t you just love when good 

things happen to good people....? 
Here he was just trying to do a nice 
thing for his  town chess club by 
working to get The 2011 NH Indi-
vidual Chess Championship Tour-
nament scheduled to be played in 
Amherst and then he goes out and 
wins the thing just for icing on the 
cake! 

Congratulations Liam for secur-
ing a great tournament for all of our 
scholastic chess players and for your 
amazing personal result.

Sean McGrath finished 8th in the 
High School section.  Mason Young 
was 4th in the 29 player Elementary 
section with a 3-1 record and Liam 
Earley, Tommy Darnall, Ellie Chase, 
Steven Pariselli and Eli Young were 
all in close contention,  just out of 
trophy position.  

Amherst’s Paul Trombi, a 2nd 
grader playing in his first chess tour-
nament won 2 and drew 2 games to 
win the 3rd place trophy in the 14 
player Primary section just ahead of 
fellow Amherst King Bishops club 

members Aidan Ahearn and Will 
Darnall who placed 4th and 6th, re-
spectively with 2.5-1.5 scores. Am-
herst’s  Ethan Lim and Luke Brod-
ing took home the 8th and 9th place 
trophies on tiebreaks just ahead of 
fellow club members Christopher 
Chase and Siraj Husainy. Several 
other Amherst King Bishops Chess 
club members braved this state 
championship tournament and 
they all came away with points and 
won the praise and admiration of 
their parents, teachers and peers for 

their team spirit and fair play under 
pressure....Kudos to Bill Drake, So-
fia Husainy, Josh Lacaillade, Miles 
Lim and Daniel Pariselli. In a strong 
field of 74 participants from across 
New Hampshire  every one of our 
20 local scholastic chess players 
were models of sportsmanship and 
helped each other learn and grow 
as friends and for that we are most 
proud. Congratulations one and all.  

 

	 Dave	McGrath,	coach	 	
	 Amherst	King	Bishops		

Students in the News

Amherst Native Lindsay Bock Awarded 
Travel Grant from Stonehill College

EASTON, MA - Amherst native Lindsay Bock 
has been awarded a Student Travel Grant from 
Stonehill College, which provides modest funds 
to subsidize the costs associated with student’s 
attendance at professional meetings to present 
the results of original research, discuss a unique 
academic program, or participate in a visual, per-

formance, or creative arts competition.
Bock, a junior biology major at Stonehill, will 

be presenting research she completed on a proj-
ect titled “Stereochemically Controlled Dihy-
droxylations in the Synthesis of Polyhydroxyl-
ated Pyrrolizidines” at an upcoming American 
Chemical Society Meeting.
DePaul University Announces Local 
Dean’s List Honorees

CHICAGO - DePaul University student Ste-
fanie Rahaim of Amherst has been named to the 

Dean’s List for the 2011 Winter quarter. To re-
ceive Dean’s List commendation, full-time stu-
dents must earn a cumulative grade point aver-
age of 3.50 or above on a four-point scale.
Phillips Exeter Academy Winter 2011 
Term Honors

Justin R. Gallagher, grade 10, of Amherst; par-
ents Mr. and Mrs. Michael F. Gallagher, earned 
High Honors for the Winter 2011 term.

Souhegan Math Team
The Souhegan Math team led by teacher Lee Gast 

hosted the monthly competition at Souhegan on 
Wednesday, January 12th.

Over twenty schools and close to 400 students par-
ticipated in individual and group tests. Math team ad-
visors from the competing schools scored and judged 
the overall competition while math teachers from 
Souhegan administered the individual contests.   

National Ocean 
Sciences Bowl

DURHAM – Students from 
Souhegan High School competed at 
UNH in the Regional Ocean Bowl 
Competition.  Schools from New 
Hampshire, Maine and Vermont 
took part in this exciting event.  Na-

tional Ocean Sciences Bowl (NOSB) 
manages this highly acclaimed aca-
demic competition.  It provides a 
forum for talented students to test 
their knowledge of the marine sci-
ences.  The competition includes 
twenty-five regional competitions 
with 300 schools and over 2,000 
students participating.

The Souhegan team had an im-
pressive performance, placing sec-
ond overall.  Because of their out-

standing effort they were awarded 
the following:
• $1000 scholarships to University 

of Maine
• Deep Sea Fishing Trip
• Cruise on a research vessel to 

Isles of Shoals
Conval placed first and will be 

travelling to the national competi-
tion in Texas at the end of April  

 

Front Row:  Liz Sanchez, Erin Heaney, Belin Hegfield, Rachel Fairfield, Claudia Rallis; Back Row:  Coach Julianne 
Mueller-Northcott, Alfredo Chiappini, Evan Smith, Micah Quindazzi

Back row:  Jacob Rettig, Ahudeep Gavin, Jack Facey, Jacob Dworkin, Angela Blume, Caterina Yetto; Middle row:  
Matthew Yetto, Sabine DeShazo, Meghen Gillis, Tina Wang,  Katrina Jacobs; Front row:  Robby McCormick, Seth 
Cordts, Sam Hollister, Fred Hwang, Ruomei Liu,  Josh Silva, Julie  Kellendorfer,  Jonathon Robinson.

Primary A (not in order): Will Darnall, Aidan Ahearn, Paul Trombi and Siraj Husainy

Promary B (not in order): Ethan Lim, Connor Reardon,  
Andrew Wold and Miles Lim

Elementary A: Mason Young and Liam Earley, Wilkins’ Eli Young and Tommy Darnall

Students Propose Elimination of 
Flawed Decile  Ranking System

By Saira Weinzimmer 

As a member of Communi-
ty Council, the governing body of 
Souhegan High School, I get to see 
a lot of interesting proposals which 
could potentially change our com-
munity. Not many have incited the 
strong feelings that the most recent 
proposal has, however. 

Juniors Scott Doyle, Alexander 
Kempf, Bobby Graham, and Jacob 
Rettig presented their case for dis-
mantling the decile system—the 
ranking method which puts stu-
dents into different 10% brackets, 
according to GPA. The top 10% is 
called the first decile, the next top 
10% is the second  decile, and the 
levels continue down from there. 
This is the only ranking system (be-
sides valedictorian and salutatori-
an) that Souhegan employs; Souhe-
gan does not have weighted grades 
or number rankings.

The authors feel that the decile 
system is a flawed way of measur-
ing students’ merit, because it com-
pares students to the other people in 
their class—which is not a constant 
between classes or schools. For ex-
ample, one senior class might have 
an average GPA of 3.3, which would 
mean that a student with a 3.9 GPA 
would be in the top decile; while an-
other senior class’s average could be 
3.8, in which case a 3.9 GPA might 
not be in the first decile.

 “We would like colleges to only 
look at GPA, so they can get a true 
and uninfluenced view of an indi-
vidual student,” says Kempf.

The juniors have also explained 
that because Souhegan does not 
have weighted grades, APs are 
weighted the same as regular class-
es. This means that a student who 
took APs could potentially be in a 
lower decile than a student who 
took less academically-challenging 
classes and consequently received 
higher marks. 

Some students and parents dis-
agree that the decile system needs 
to be changed, and believe that hav-
ing a decile ranking helps to show-
case good work. They feel that since 
the decile system is a reward for stu-
dents who work hard in school, tak-
ing it away would be discouraging.

Parents and students have also 
questioned whether dismantling 

the decile system could hurt stu-
dents as they go through the col-
lege process. Of particular concern 
is the fact that many colleges report 
the percentages of students they ac-
cept in each decile. Perhaps 20% of 
the college’s accepted students last 
year where in the top decile at their 
high school, 80% were in the top 
half—and so on. 

However, the four juniors have as-
sured their audience that according 
to the research they’ve done, decile 
rankings are no longer an impor-
tant part of colleges’ considerations. 
The four boys researched approxi-
mately fifteen schools, and spoke 
to their admissions officers. They 
discovered that a large number of 
high schools no longer have a decile 
rank, so colleges are giving decile 
rankings less weight.  Nearly all the 
colleges stated that a student from 
a non-weighting high school would 
not be put at a disadvantage, Rettig 
says. Colleges do report the decile 
rankings of the accepted students 
who attended ranking schools, but 
the fact that a student was ranked 
or not isn’t relevant to the admis-
sion decision.

The question on the minds of 
those who oppose the proposal, 
however: Are we losing an advan-
tage for the highest ranking stu-
dents if the decile system is disman-
tled? 

Doyle, Kempf, Graham, Rettig, 
and many others believe that we 
would not be losing a significant ad-
vantage.

 “It doesn’t hurt anyone to get rid 
of it, keeping it only potentially helps 
the top 10%, so there’s no reason not 
to get rid of it,” said Michelle Con-
tos, who is a junior as well.

Teachers are also split in their 
opinions, but many have good 
things to say about the proposal.

Community Council is still dis-
cussing the decile proposal, and 
expects to make a decision before 
the end of May. We will be hold-
ing a public information forum on 
May 16th at 6:00 pm, in room 126 at 
Souhegan. Anyone who is interest-
ed in learning more about the decile 
proposal or voicing their opinions is 
welcome to attend! shscommunity-
council@sprise.com. 

During library time, 4th graders were encouraged to bring in an example of 
their hobbies to share with their classmates. Hobbies represented in-
cluded: musicians (recorder, violin and piano), sports (wall ball, soccer and 
lacrosse), geology, tap dancing, pez dispenser collection and cook. 

Fourth Grade Hobby Day at the Library  

School News


