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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.
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	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
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	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., June 14, 2011

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, June 8

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 67�-9444 Fax: 67�-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com

the Amherst Citizen
schedule of issues

© 2011 The Amherst Citizen.  All rights reserved.

Letters To the editor:

 Cliff Ann Wales Jim Wales 
	 Publisher	&	Editor	 Advertising	&	Production

Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)

Subscriptions: $15.00 per year (prepaid)
P.O. Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291
Phone: 672-9444 Fax: 672-8153   e-Mail: news@amherstcitizen.

AMHERST	 CITIZEN
The

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
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Republican Attack on Medicare 
and Seniors
To the editor:

While many families in NH are just recovering from the financial reces-
sion, the Republicans in Washington are protecting their   millionaire and 
billionaire constituents’  tax-breaks while they attack Medicare & Social-
Security.

By proposing spending-caps, Republicans place all of the burden to curb 
health care spending on us, senior citizens.

It is truly astounding that Charlie Bass, Kelly Ayote, and Frank Guinta 
really believe that by forcing seniors to confront insurance companies, they 
will be able to obtain affordable healthcare that actually covers their health 
needs.

 Please Charlie, Kelly, and Frank:   Get Serious!
 

Nancy Iannuzzelli
Amherst

AMS Contributes Cranes For Kids
To the editor:

When I found out about the disaster in Japan I really wished that there 
was something that I could do to help. I went on Facebook and saw that my 
Uncle had posted a request for help. He had a link to an article about how I 
could help in Japan.

When I read the article I saw another post that talked about how Osh 
Kosh B’gosh would send a piece of clothing for every paper crane that was 
made. In the Japanese culture, cranes are a powerful symbol of health and 
well-wishes. The Japanese people believe that anyone who makes 1,000 ori-
gami cranes will have a wish granted. I wished to find away to help those 
kids who had nothing left. This was the answer to my wish.

Then I got the idea to bring in the article to Amherst Middle School. I 
showed it to my Life Skill’s teacher, Mrs. Gray and my Art teacher, Mrs. 
Rouillard, who decided that we could spend class time to help the Japanese 
people. We decided to try and reach a goal of 1,000 paper cranes.

We ended up beating our goal. The whole school came together and we 
ended up making 1,200 cranes.  Mrs. Gray drove all the cranes to the Osh 
Kosh B’gosh store in Tilton.  So AMS has helped send 1,200 items of cloth-
ing to kids in Japan thanks to the Cranes for Kids program.

Thank you to all the students at AMS for helping kids in need in Japan.

Cailley Simmonds                                                                                            
Amherst Middle School

Citizens Show Serious Concern for 
State Budget
To the editor:

The rain held off on Saturday May 14th as I completed another Amherst/
Milford “Office Hours” to meet the public as a State Rep. for Hillsborough 
District 6, Amherst/Milford.  The questions showed the serious concerns 
felt by many about the State Budget process, now in the NH Senate, and the 
evident cross currents of budgetary “Down/Up/Sideways Shifting” as well 
as reductions that characterize the Governor’s and Legislative State Budget 
effort this year.

For public employees at the state and local level, the topics ranged from 
the New Hampshire Retirement System proposed reforms to make the 
system solvent in future years, to several collective bargaining initiatives.  
Some other questions however, related to the continued need for Special 
Education funding which enables each student to reach their potential...
and perhaps beyond, in spite of somber educational and medical predic-
tions.  Many concerned Health and Human Services questions particularly 
for Mental Health and assistance for the Disabled.  Another inquiry was 
about the operation of Boards and Commissions for professional certifica-
tion which are being studied for either consolidation or elimination.  

Not everyone wanted to have public policy discussions.  Through un-
planned serendipity my Milford location at the Rotary Park was adjacent to 
the Milford Garden Club Plant Sale, and many folks offered just a pleasant 
“hello” as they went about their plant acquisitions with gardening on their 
minds...not politics.

Respectfully,
Bill Belvin
Sate Rep
Hillsborough 6, Amherst/Milford

New Hampshire Fiscal Position Is Sound And We Must Not Overreact 
by Dismantling Our State Government  
To the editor:

 

Professor Mahesh Sharma To Speak About “The Teaching and  
Learning of Mathematics.”
To the editor:

Although the global economy is climbing out of the Great Recession, the 
financial condition of most municipal entities remains compromised be-
cause political leaders needed to address the reality of negative economic 
growth.  This weak financial condition has led to calls for improved fis-
cal management.   Political factions in New Hampshire have gained influ-
ence based on the promise of dramatic spending cuts combined with lower 
taxes.  While it is clear that New Hampshire must improve its financial 
standing, the magnitude and speed at which this needs to be done is more 
gradual than what many suggest.  We believe that the militant and unso-
phisticated attack on the state finances is exaggerated in New Hampshire 
and that the calls for dramatic change to fiscal policy is more political pos-
turing than thoughtful policy.  This becomes evident when analyzing the 
three main components of the state finances: revenue, expenses and debt. 

State revenue is comprised of taxes and fees.  According to the Tax Foun-
dation, in 1979, the citizens of New Hampshire bore a per capita annu-
al state and local tax burden of $740.  In 2009, the same set of taxes was 
$3,765. The ability of the average citizen to meet this liability can be mea-
sured by their per capita income.  The Bureau of Economic Analysis calcu-
lated the per capita income for New Hampshire in 1979 to be $9,222, 3% 
below the national average.  In 2009, per capita income was $46,828, 10% 
above the national average.  In both 1979 and 2009, the tax burden was 8% 
of per capita income, sixth smallest in the country.  The tax burden as a per-
centage of per capita income has ranged in a small band from 7.3% to 9.4% 
over the past 30 years.  So our tax burden has been stable and predictable.  
Given that New Hampshire has the 3rd highest household income in addi-
tion to the sixth lowest tax burden in the country, it stands to reason that 
our tax burden does not require the dramatic changes.

The other side of the ledger is expenses.    During a recession, it is sound 
fiscal policy for the public sector to expand to counteract the decline in the 
private sector.  The important issue is that this increase should be tempo-
rary and of the correct magnitude.  It is best to evaluate state spending as 
a percentage of the state economy as measured by the Gross State Product 
which is calculated by the BEA.  Every year the state publishes revenues and 
expenses in its Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.  Since 2000, the 
average governmental activities expenses in New Hampshire have averaged 

7.9% of the GSP.  In 2010, the expenses climbed to 8.9%.  By comparison, 
the federal government spent 23.8% of our Gross Domestic Product in 2010 
up from 18% in 2000.  This 1% percent increase in state expenses is equal to 
approximately $610 million of which $380 million came from the stimulus 
packages.   This incremental spending allowed the state to save jobs.  New 
Hampshire was one of the few states that did not have a year of economic 
decline during the recession.  The Governor’s proposed budget will bring us 
back to the long run spending average in 2013.  This strategy is a sound and 
disciplined approach that minimizes disruption to New Hampshire.  The 
notion that the state has experienced “out of control” spending is unwar-
ranted and only confuses the public for the benefit of political grandstand-
ing. Because of the stewardship of the past state leadership, New Hamp-
shire had an unemployment rate that was a third of the national average.

When government spends more than it collects, its debt burden rises.  
Since 2000, the average total liability for New Hampshire has averaged 3.1% 
of GSP.  In 2010, the percentage moved higher to 3.9%, equaling $2.4 bil-
lion.   This increase has caused alarm to some who have referenced the 
path of troubled European nations.  This is preposterous.  Ireland has an 
economy that is a little more than twice the size of New Hampshire but its 
outstanding debt is $130 billion, 54 times the liabilities of New Hampshire!   
Moody’s Rating Agency believes New Hampshire has a solid long term debt 
burden, assigning it Aa+.  The increase in debt allowed New Hampshire to 
weather the economic drought far better than most municipalities.  It is 
important that we return to the average level of debt in order to have fiscal 
flexibility. If the government runs balanced budgets in the years ahead, our 
debt burden will be back to its average in four years.

Our fiscal position is sound and will remain so if we do not overreact 
by dismantling our state government.  In recent reports, New Hampshire 
ranks first in the country for a favorable tax climate, standard of living, 
safety and “livability.”  We need to be careful not to destroy the infrastruc-
ture that has made New Hampshire a great place to live.

Shannon Chandley
Tom Silvia

A unique opportunity will be offered to the Amherst/Mont Vernon com-
munity on Wednesday, June 1, when Professor Mahesh Sharma speaks with 
us about “The Teaching and Learning of Mathematics.” Professor Sharma is 
an internationally known expert in this subject and will be our Mathemat-
ics Consultant in Residence during the coming year. He has held this role in 
other local school systems including Bedford.  His research stretches across 
the pre-K through 12th grade continuum.  Many administrators, faculty 
and staff members in SAU 39 have already attended lectures and workshops 
given by Professor Sharma, and many more will have the opportunity this 
summer. Already, he has begun to spend time in our classrooms gaining 
experience with the students and faculty within our district. 

As a member of the SAU 39 Math Program Review Committee (MPRC), 
I was able to “experience” Professor Sharma for myself when he met with us 
last October. Prior to the meeting, I had heard several faculty members on 
the MPRC share glowing reports about how he has radically transformed 
their understanding of math learning and instruction. Honestly, I was a bit 
skeptical, as we can be when confronted with “rave reviews” – especially 
concerning the emotionally fraught subject of mathematics! However, af-
ter spending 6 hours straight (we worked through lunch) interacting with 
Professor Sharma, I left the meeting energized, enthusiastic, and expectant 
that math education in our community can – and will – experience sweep-
ing, far-reaching changes. During a discussion at a recent Amherst PTA 
meeting, AMS Principal Porter Dodge expressed that the commitment of 
SAU 39 in engaging Professor Sharma as a consultant will profoundly af-
fect how Mathematics is taught and learned in our district in a way that he 
has not seen in his 31 years of experience as an educator and administrator. 
Clark-Wilkins Math Coach Jen Eccleston shared at the recent SHS commu-
nity forum that her time learning from Professor Sharma has been among 
the top two most formative experiences she has had as a mathematics edu-
cator. Several other members of the MPRC who have worked with Profes-
sor Sharma have offered the following perspectives:

• “I had many questions about math education and Professor Shar-
ma addressed all of them.  I wondered why so many students struggle with 
fractions, decimals and percents, what makes word problems difficult and 
what teaching strategies would best support students at different places 
along the continuum of math understanding.  As a parent I wanted to know 
how to raise my elementary aged children to be confident and capable in 
the study of mathematics.  I have learned more about the development of 
mathematical thinking from Professor Sharma this past year than I did in 
my undergraduate math program, my graduate education program or 20 
years of professional development experiences.   I am thrilled that other 
parents and teachers in our community will have this learning opportu-
nity.”  - Crista Burrel-Dowd, Amherst parent and Math Consultant

• “I particularly value Professor Sharma’s global perspective.” - Meg 
Trainor, Assistant Principal, Clark-Wilkins Elementary School

• “I have had the opportunity to work with Professor Sharma in my 
former SAU (SAU 53).  Through watching model lessons with primary aged 
children, I began to increase my own abilities to do many calculations in 
my head and played with these concepts often.  His method of teaching and 
his enthusiasm, along with specific examples on ways to address concepts, 

motivated me to want to learn and teach math.  It was fun!  I know he will 
have the same impact on our talented teachers here in SAU 39.” -  Gigi Kli-
pa, Dean of Faculty, Souhegan High School

• “My take away from the professor: All students need to have au-
tomaticity of their math facts. If children can have several thousand words 
of vocabulary by the time they reach school age, they can have their basic 
math facts mastered. I also like the fact that he is more focused on teaching 
the children with concrete manipulatives so they understand the concept, 
not just the procedure. Overall I don’t think Professor Sharma has a magic 
bullet or pill to fix our problems. Having gone to most of his workshops and 
spent a week at his institute this past summer, I do think he has solid ideas 
that need to be put into place, the first being that our learning community 
(parents, students and teachers) needs to work together to get our students 
better prepared for global advancement.” - Mary Beth Gilpin, faculty mem-
ber, Wilkins Elementary School

• “I feel strongly that Professor Sharma brings valuable informa-
tion and a global perspective specific to the topic of mathematics educa-
tion and how the expectations for mathematics education in the USA lag 
far behind the expectations of many other countries. Professor Sharma also 
makes it clear that the public schools in this country have the ability to af-
fect great positive changes in the area of mathematics education.” - Gerald 
St. Amand, Principal, Clark-Wilkins Elementary School

Especially during this time of year, it is an understatement to say that 
there are numerous competing demands on parents’ and community mem-
bers’ time! Admittedly, a discussion on the teaching and learning of math-
ematics is not generally a high priority activity for most of us. Nevertheless, 
I would like to invite as many of you as possible to attend the upcoming 
MPRC community forum with Professor Sharma at the Clark School on 
Wednesday, June 1, from 6 to 8 pm. I believe that your perception and ex-
perience of math, whether you have struggled with it all your life or use it 
extensively in your career, will be changed in an unexpected and profound 
way. You will learn practical methods that will enable our children’s educa-
tion in mathematics to begin to produce confident, enthusiastic, life-long 
learners who have a deeper understanding of the subject. You will gain con-
fidence that all SAU 39 students will be well prepared for new national core 
competency standards, to be introduced in 2014, and that they will show 
significant improvement in state, national and international competitive-
ness. 

Please feel free to contact me or any other member of the MPRC con-
cerning details of Professor Sharma’s upcoming forum, as well as any other 
questions you may have. (Committee members are listed in the “Phase 1 
MPR Report – DRAFT” located on the SAU 39 website, www.sprise.com.) 
Pre-school and elementary school aged children are also invited to the 
event, where they may receive math homework tutoring from AMS Math 
Counts and SHS Math Club students, and/or play math-oriented games 
and activities. I hope to see many of you on June 1!   

Karen Oates, 
Amherst parent  
Math Program Review Committee 


