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Town NewsEvents Calendar
June 1st  SOCRATES CAFE -  

Join us as we bring philosophy to the everyday individual through a gathering for 
those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old ques-
tions of “What is ...?  Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of 
being attacked for having an opinion that is different?  Share in learning how to 
think, not what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toad-
stool Bookstore in Milford at 7 p.m.

Nashaway  Audubon May Events!
In the month of May, the Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will be holding a 

series of FREE Early Morning Bird Walks. The public is welcome to come to one, 
some or all of the walks which will be led by knowledgeable bird watchers! Bring 
binoculars, bug spray, water and prepare for possible mud. All walks will meet at 
the destination. To register and for directions contact Richard Bielawski 603-429-
2537 or rbielawski@mac.com 
Saturday May 14
6:30-10:30am
Beaver Brook 
Brown Lane, Hollis 
http://www.beaverbrook.org

Photographers Forum Meeting
Photographers Forum camera club will hold its end of the year “Photo Finish 

Evening” on June 6th at the Holiday Inn in Nashua. The evening will include a buf-
fet dinner and voting for the “Jack Nowicki Award” for the club “Photo of the Year”. 
Members are welcomed to bring guests or family members. Contact Sandi DeCicco 
at sandidec@msn.com for more information or to register for the event.

Ham and Bean Supper
Ham & Bean Supper in support of Cornerstone Action will be held on Saturday, 

June 11at the Alpine Grove, 19 South Depot Road, Hollis from 4:00pm to 9:00om.  
Family, fun, food and festivities. Indoor and outdoor activities for the young and 
young at heart, include bounce house, face painting, talent show, crafts, kick ball, 
three-legged race, sack race, storytelling, Patriot Pastor, raffle.  Live music by The 
Pickup Artists.  

Tickets are $20 per person, $10 for ages 5-12 and Seniors, children under 5 
FREE, and $60 for a family of 4.  For tickets or more information contact Mar-Mar 
Rogers at 891-5871.

Amherst Lions Club

2011 Amherst Citizen of the Year

Nomination Form

The Amherst Lions Club invites nominations for the 36
th

Amherst

Citizen of the Year. The award will be presented at the Fourth of

July celebration on the Common following the parade. All citizens

of Amherst are invited to submit nominations for the individual(s)

who best manifest good citizenship through volunteerism,

participation, concern and actions to help make Amherst the great

community that it is today.
Past Citizen of the Year honorees include: 1975 Roy E. Maston; 1976 Elizabeth

Arnold; 1977 Barbara H. Landry; 1978 Robert Crouter; 1979 Dorothy Davis;

1980 Richard Crocker; 1981 Ann and Peter Bergin; 1982 Louise Ainsworth

Marley; 1983 Marshall D. Strickland; 1984 Marion and Harding Sortevik; 1985

F. Tenney Clough; 1986 Louis Heaton; 1987 Elliot and Jean Lyon; 1988 Arnie

Wight; 1989 Thomas Grella; 1990 Jean Pituck; 1991 Peg Jones; 1992 Jean

Butler; 1993 Ann C. Bergin; 1994 Elizabeth (Pixie) Lown; 1995 Buck

Buchanan; 1996 Dave Hanlon; 1997 Doug Kirkwood; 1998 Janet Woodbury;

1999 Bonnie and Harold Struss; 2000 Bob Schaumann; 2001 Helen Burns; 2002

Donald Young; 2003 Marie Grella; 2004 Charlie Duval; 2005 Bruce Beckley;

2006 Lee Slocum; 2007 Bill Wichman; 2008 Nancy Johnson Head; 2009 Vern

and Christina Trudo; 2010 Carolyn Quinn.

Nomination for Amherst Citizen of the Year – 2011

Nominee:

Address:

Qualifications: (Attachments encouraged)

Additional Comments:

Signature

Please mail this form to: Amherst Lions Club

PO Box 1105

Amherst, NH 03031

No later than June 20

Amherst EMS 

Free EMT Program to Local Residents

By Brian Gleason
Director of EMS

AMHERST – In an effort to en-
hance the emergency responder 
resource capabilities necessary to 
manage simultaneous emergency 
ambulance calls, the Town of Am-
herst Department of EMS will be 

hosting a free evening EMT-Basic 
program for qualified Amherst resi-
dents from June 7, 2011 to Septem-
ber 1, 2011.

Amherst EMS is committed to ed-
ucating the most highly trained and 
professional EMS providers possi-
ble.  We are dedicated to providing 
an excellent education in pre-hos-

pital care and to graduate students 
dedicated to providing professional 
and compassionate care for the resi-
dents of our community.

The Amherst EMS Emergency 
Medical Technician Program (EMT) 
offers a credit-bearing EMT course 
in EMS Education.  Our programs 
combine a rigorous academic pro-
gram with a wide diversity of clini-
cal experiences.  Recent EMT Grad-
uates have maintained a 100% pass 
rate on the National Registry and 
New Hampshire state certification 
exams.  Classes will be held in the 
Amherst EMS Training Center on 
Tuesday & Thursday evenings from 
6pm – 10pm and are taught by ex-
perienced, educated, faculty mem-
bers who have extensive EMS expe-
rience.  “We take pride in our studies 
and offer state of the art equipment 
for our students” explained Am-
herst EMS Director Brian Gleason.  
Amherst EMS also provides to you 
a paramedic preceptor who will be 
with you throughout your training 
at Amherst EMS.  This paramedic 
preceptor will be with you for a sub-
stantial amount of time during your 
clinical riding experience and will 

act as your mentor during and after 
the program.

An emergency medical techni-
cian (EMT) is an integral part of 
the emergency response team of 
any community, and because they 
are quite often the first responders 
in an emergency medical situation, 
their training has become more in 
depth and their role more clearly 
defined. There is sometimes con-
fusion between the classifications 
of EMT’s versus EMT-Intermediate 
and paramedics, but it is relatively 
easy to define and categorize each 
one so that a person considering 
EMT training will be prepared to 
make the right curriculum choices. 
A person considering EMT train-
ing, and perhaps thereafter para-
medic training, should first perform 
a personal assessment of his or her 
disposition and abilities.

Pursuing EMT certification will 
ultimately prove to be unrewarding 
if an individual cannot feel comfort-
able in the high-stress, physical and 
intense environment so frequent-
ly experienced by EMS profession-

Country Gardens of Amherst Tour 
– Purchase Tickets Now

The Amherst Garden Club invites garden lovers to experience a rare 
glimpse into private Amherst gardens, which travel you to all the corners 
of the town. The tour is Saturday, July 16 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm and 
will illustrate the varied nature of gardens, homes and lovely country scenes 
along the way. 

The seven gardens on the tour are varied in focus, size, origin and execu-
tion. Serendipity on the Hill; One Man’s Vision; Peaceful Corner; Historic 
Farm Re-defined; Enchanted Country Gardens; Backyard Wildlife Habitat; 
and Sanctuary in Shade are descriptive titles designed to entice you to visit 
each site. Some gardens contain fabulous water features. They all highlight 
inventive use of plants and found materials. Excellent tree management and 
care, maintenance of wildlife habitat, lovely woodland transitions, quality, 
and well executed hard-scapes are but a few of the areas of interest on the 
tour. You will pick up a tour program the day of the event with detailed in-
formation on each garden.

Entry into the Country Gardens of Amherst will be $20.00. Tour tickets 
should be purchased in advance, only a limited number of tickets will be 
sold, there is no guarantee tickets will be available the day of the tour. We 
strongly suggest purchasing in advance. The Bag Lunch is $14.00 and res-
ervations must be made when you purchase your ticket. A Gardeners Bou-
tique will be open for your enjoyment, with everything a gardener would 
love! This event goes on rain or shine! For more information check out the 
tour at www.amherstgardenclub.org. For tickets call Tibby Coffee at 673-
3747.
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specializing in 
ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting

over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems
fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics 

ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992   •   20 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

801-5366   •   pruningbymike@aol.com
Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Now is the time to prune your fruit trees!

23

www.thetownplier.com

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   eme R gen C Y   gene R ato R s    installed   –   C all    F o R    details  •

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

Help Wanted Town of AmhersT
recreation Department

The Amherst Recreation Department is seeking a candidate to fill a temporary 12 week, 
part-time position as Office Administrator.  Position could lead to year-round, part time 
employment.  Qualifications include an Associate Degree in business or related field or 
equivalent work experience.  Candidate must have knowledge in general record keeping; 
Microsoft Office; interpersonal and public relations; and oral and written communications.
Individuals may complete an application at the Recreation Office, 4 Cross Road, Amherst, 
or download an application on line at www.amherstrec.org.
DeADline:   May 31, 2011

Old Portrait of Library Benefactor James W. Towne
Restoration Funded for Town Library by Nipmugs Questers

Conservation of historic portrait is complete. Library trustee chair-
man Don Holden and library director Amy Lapointe accept the return 
of now restored antique photograph of James W. Towne from Kathy 
Brundage, president of Nipmugs Questers, and Mindy Burns, leader 
of Nipmugs’ portrait restoration project.

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

AMHERST – Among historic items that languished for years 
in a closet of the Amherst Town Library was a large photographic 
portrait of James Weld Towne (1829-1917), benefactor of our library 
and  Congregational Church. Nipmugs, an Amherst, N.H. chapter of 
Questers, directed and funded the professional restoration and pres-
ervation of this historic artifact, soon to be on permanent display at 
the library as a reminder of an important chapter in its heritage.

Expert conservators at the Northeast Document Conservation 
Center of Andover carefully cleaned the antique 20” x 16” silver-gel-
atin photograph and fixed scratches and bits of image loss. Nipmugs 
then had the portrait framed with archival museum-quality mats 
and glass to preserve it. This project was funded by proceeds from 
the sale of Nipmugs’ Historic Amherst suncatchers.

On the occasion of the re-opening of the library in 1911, the 
trustees published a booklet which closes with these words: “[The 
donor’s] gratification will be complete in knowing that [the Library] 
is a source of delight and service to the people of this town, which 
he so dearly loves. It is but a slight change from Town to Towne, and 
so may the Amherst Town Library always suggest to its patrons the 
name of its munificent benefactor, Mr. James W. Towne.” (Note, 
however, that the library’s prosaic name never was changed.)

Mr. Towne financed the library’s 1910-’11 expansion and remod-
eling, which included raising the exterior stone walls about 4 feet, 
covering the roof with red tiles, and adding the ornate marquee over 
the doorway as well as installing a marble floor, green marble base-
boards, and a balcony inside, presently hidden in the private office 
area. Towne had previously, in 1902, donated a huge sum to carry 
out his plan to refurbish the Congregational Church of Amherst. 
Subsequently tastes changed to a plainer aesthetic more in keeping 
with that building’s Colonial origins and his fancy, dark pulpit and 
other furnishings were removed but the steel ceiling in the sanctu-
ary remains from that time. Another example of Towne’s generosity 
to his hometown can be found in the Wigwam Museum, namely a 
specially designed case that he donated to the Town Library in 1898 
to hold bound volumes of the Farmers’ Cabinet newspapers.

Towne grew up in Amherst, his family living on lower Mack Hill 
Road. He started his career as an apprentice at the Farmers’ Cabinet 
office here in the Village. After a stint as journeyman printer in Bos-
ton, he headed to San Francisco at age 21. There he became a part-
ner of a successful pioneer printing and publishing firm. In 1855, he 
traveled back to Amherst to marry a local girl, Cynthia Gowing, and 
the couple settled in S. F. In 1858 he spearheaded the establishment 
of  the first newspaper at Victoria, Vancouver Island. In 1868 the 
Towne family moved to New Jersey, where James became the New 
York-based partner of a San Francisco wholesale paper business.


