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“One World, “Many Stories” 
– Summer Reading Program

Readers of all ages are invited to 
travel the globe this summer at the 
Amherst Town Library. The 2011 Sum-
mer Reading Program will kick off on 
Monday, June 27 and will take kids- and 
adults- around the world with a variety of 
outstanding activities and events. The pro-
gram will run for eight weeks, culminating on 
Thursday, August 18 with our 3rd annual BBQ on the 
Town Green.

For children, “One World, “Many Stories” will cele-
brate the many countries and cultures one can explore 
within the world of books. There will be prizes, raffles, 
performers and crafts all summer long. The hours that 
Amherst children spend reading will also earn money 
to support the work of Heifer Project International.

Teens are invited to join the summer fun with their 
very own theme: “You are Here!” As in past years, we’ll 
offer “book bucks” for every book read, which may be 
redeemed for instant prizes or entered into weekly raf-
fles. Throughout the summer, there will be movies, wii 
competitions, crafts, and more!

For adults, “Novel Destinations” will feature presen-
tations exploring locales far and near, from Paris, to 
Argentina, to the comfort of your own home. Join us 
Thursday nights for international films projected on 
our big screen. And don’t miss your chance to win great 
raffle prizes with every book read.

Summer can be a busy time with vacation and activi-
ties but reading can be a great addition to the schedule. 
Get started on the road to fun by visiting the Amherst 
Town Library and joining the library-wide Summer 
Reading Program!

Visit our website http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us or 
call the library 673-2288 to sign up for programs or for 

more information about the Summer 
Reading Program.

Self Service Public Fax Ma-
chine Available at Library

The Library is now are pleased to 
offer the convenience of a self ser-
vice public fax machine (for out-
going faxes only). It’s easy, fast, se-
cure, reliable and affordable to use. 

Voice instructions from the handset 
guide you effortlessly through the en-

tire transaction.
The cost per page is $1.50. Payment 

can be made by credit card or or by pur-
chasing a FAX card at the Main Desk.

Storytime Schedule
Summer is fast approaching, but story hours will 

continue through the second week of June.  Our groups 
meet at the following times:

BABY LISTENERS (birth to age 2) Tuesday morn-
ings at 10:00 until June 7.

TERRIFIC 2’s AND 3’s (2 and 3 yr.olds)  Thursday 
mornings at 10:00 until June 9.

AFTERNOON BOOK BUNCH (4yrs and up)  Tues-
day afternoons at 1:00 until June 7.

Our summer storytime schedule will begin the week 
of July 4, and will run as follows:

Baby Listeners on Tuesday mornings at 10:00
Stories and Songs w/ Miss Sarah (geared to children 

ages 3-8) Thursday mornings at 10:00
Storytime at Baboosic Lake w/ Miss Sue Thursdays 

at noon weather permitting.
Farmer’s Market Stories  Thursday afternoons at 

3pm. Weather permitting.
 Junior Book Group

Our Junior Book Group will meet one last time be-
fore summer.  On Wednesday, June 8, we’ll get together 
to discuss The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid 
Banks.  If you’d like to join our group, come on in to the 
Children’s Room to check out a copy of the book—we 
always have a great time!

It’s About Conservation

Blossoms, Birds and Bruins
By Bruce B. Beckley
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Spring chores must wait while left-over April 
rains make the freshly-plowed gardens too heavy 
for planting.  The lawn is turning white (again) as 
apple and other blossoms are pelted by downpours, 
their petals carried to the ground with the down-
pour.  This week spring did continue its unstop-
pable advance as tiny tufts of green on each gum 
tree twig marked the last step in the greening of 
our backyard sanctuary.

This small area of varied suburban habitat has 
given us the opportunity (distraction) to watch 
more than 20 bird species in spring plumages rang-
ing from the gray of macho cowbirds to bluebirds, 
grosbeaks, finches in gold and purple, to the newly-
arrived orioles and three woodpecker species.

We have been lucky.  And it is luck that the black 
bear family seen in the woods around us has stayed 
away until the winter stock of birdseed went to the 
intended recipients.  The following information on 
bears comes from the NH Fish & Game Depart-
ment’s brochure Something’s Bruin In New Hamp-
shire:
New Hampshire’s Black Bears

The black bear is one of New Hampshire’s larg-
est and most majestic mammals.  The sight of the 
state’s only bear species in the wild often remains a 
treasured memory.  The value of this memory is de-
preciated when a bear is seen rummaging through 
trash bins or damaging backyard bird feeders in 
search of easy food.

The black bear’s presence in modern New Hamp-
shire is also a wildlife restoration success story.  In 
the 18th, 19th, and early 20th centuries, black bears 
were reviled here as a varmint, a nuisance to farm-
ers and to civilized life.  Bounties, aggressive land-
clearing and the absence of hunting regulations de-
pleted their numbers to 500 by 1900.

As the forests came back, so did the number of 
black bears in the state.  In 1955, the state boun-
ty was lifted, and by 1985 the NH Fish and Game 
Department assumed management of the state’s 
bear population.  The combination of science-
based management, research and carefully regu-

lated hunting allowed 
the bear population to 
grow to 5,000 in 2000.  
Black bears now inhabit 
most of the state.  In managing bears, the Depart-
ment strives to establish and maintain ecologically 
viable bear populations at levels consistent with di-
verse public interests for the benefit of present and 
future generations.

Size:  Females weigh 125-150 pounds; males av-
erage 200-250 pounds.

Food: As omnivores, black bears change their 
diets seasonally.  In spring, they rely on grasses, 
leaves and newly emerged succulent plants.  In 
summer, bears focus on berries, fruits, roots and 
insects.  In fall, bears consume large quantities of 
fatty nuts, such as beechnuts and acorns, as well as 
apples, cherries and mountain ash berries.

Special skills:  Bears are intelligent, have a very 
good memory and a keen sense of smell.  Bears 
can detect food over a mile away.  Once aware of a 
food source – even if it’s a bird feeder or trash bin 
– bears are likely to visit it again.  Sweet foods or 
meat leftovers included with composted materials 
are big attractants also.

Making May Time
Showers, left over from April,
make time for a May rainy-day schedule.
Outside the window: birds crowd the feeder,
shadblow hangs to its petals,
tulips struggle against the pelting.
The garden, too wet for plowing,
must wait for a sunny-day schedule.
The poet pushes his pencil inside
while spring keeps exploding outside
and must-do chores wait.
Showers make time to revel in the 
glory of an amazing spring re-creation, 
sheltered from peppering black flies.

South Shore Gunite Pool and Spa,
Inc sets the standard for worry-
free, environmentally responsible, 
high quality pools and spas with a 
written guarantee. 
Simplify your life and enjoy a vaca-
tion right in your own back yard.

800-649-8080
SSGPOOLS.COM

80 Route 101-A, Amherst, NH

Display office in Amherst
now under construction.

’Sheep Grazing’, oil on canvas by Elizabeth Glass, featured artist at 
the Amherst Town Library for the months of June through mid-July. 

Library Art Exhibit Features Elizabeth Glass
Elizabeth Glass is the featured artist 

for June through mid-July at the Amherst 
Town Library. A reception, open to the 
public, will be held at the Amherst Town 
Library on Sunday, June 12 from 2:00 
- 4:00pm. Elizabeth’s work can only be 
described as, impressionistic realism in 
oil and watercolor. She creates stunning 
landscape paintings of New England and 
the Atlantic coast. Her passion leads her 
to traveling the back roads and coastal ar-
eas in search of new places and observing 
wildlife, water and sunsets. Her wish is to 
celebrate the beauty of New England and 
coastal regions of the east in her paintings. 

Elizabeth has taught children and adults 
for twenty years and is now a full-time 
artist. She exhibits in North Carolina, 
Virginia, and New  England. She is a ju-
ried member of the New Hampshire Art 
Association, Sharon Arts Center, and is 
a member of the Monadnock Friends of 
Dublin Colony. You can view her paintings 
and learn more about Elizabeth at www.
myduckingham.com

open to the public. 
Along with this first program, 

we invite you to mark your calen-
dars and sign up for the rest of the 
“Novel Destinations” summer read-
ing programs for adults (there’s one 
program a week plus weekly raf-
fles!):  “International Film Nights” 
on Thursday July 7, July 21, and 

August 4 [flicks start at 6:30 p.m.]; 
“An Evening of Adventure with In-
ternational Motorcycle Traveler 
Ben Slavin” on Tuesday July 12 at 
7:00 p.m.; “Community Drum Cir-
cle for Adults with Julie Corey” on 
Wednesday July 27 at 1:00 p.m.; 
and, “Décor: from the Rug Up,” an 
Interior Decorating demonstra-

tion with Kelly Murphy, CID, on 
Wednesday August 10 at 1:00 p.m.  
Please register for this event and 
all the upcoming summer reading 
program events for adults by call-
ing 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”
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