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July 4th Pins Designed 
by Kate Hollister

By Richard Hart, memBeR, AmHeRst 
ConseRvAtion Commission

AMHERST – Invasive species in 
Amherst have concerned the Conser-
vation Commission for years. Efforts 
to control invasive species on town 
land, and elsewhere in town, have 
been ongoing for a while. Plans to in-
crease these efforts are now underway. 
The Conservation Commission in-
vites citizens to help locate invasives 
in town that might be removed, or at 
least slowed down. Email the author 
at RichHart49@gmail.com with infor-
mation about local invasives.

Invasive species are those plants 
or insects that have been introduced 
into the area, either on purpose or by 
mistake. They have no natural preda-
tors, and they aggressively take over 
habitats used by native species. Each 
species requires its own approach 
for control, described in documents 
such as the NH DOT’s “Best Manage-
ment Practices for Roadside Invasive 
Plants.”

Doug Cygan, Invasive Species Co-
ordinator for the Division of Plant In-

dustry in New Hampshire’s Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Markets & Food, 
will speak at 7 PM, on June 23rd in the 
library about  invasive species found in 
Amherst, why they are a problem, and 
methods to control them.

Invasive species in Amherst:
Oriental Bittersweet: Bittersweet 

was introduced as an ornamental vine 
years ago in New England. It has now 
spread through many forests, includ-
ing those in Amherst.  Bittersweet  
eventually engulfs and kills any tree it 
climbs. Its red berries (seeds) are often 
cut in the fall and used as decorations. 
Cutting and moving viable seeds, plant 
stems or roots of any invasive plant is  
forbidden by state and federal regula-
tions. Bittersweet has been killed in 
many Bragdon Hill trees, including 
this cedar, which can be seen under 
the dead vines.

The Conservation Commission, led 
by Jack Gleason and Lee Gilman, has 
worked hard over the past year to re-
move bittersweet, autumn olive, and 
multiflora rose from the Bragdon con-
servation lands and fields. The Com-
mission has also volunteered to help 
remove bittersweet, and other inva-
sives along Mack Hill Road as part of 
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Mont Vernon Girl Scout Troop 
Earns Eco-Action Badge 

Town Gets Mobile Recycling Station
Mont Vernon Junior Girl Scout Troop #10452 

has been busy! A major part of the troop’s 
Eco-Action badge was the building of a Mobile 
Recycling Station for the town of Mont Vernon.  
The concept for the station was modeled after 
Amherst’s own Recycling Station used at town 
events throughout the year.  This new Recycling 
Station debuted at Mont Vernon’s annual Spring 
Gala on May 14, and was a HUGE success!  
More on page 18.

It’s time for Summer Reading 
at the Library

Join us this summer as we “Read Around the 
World” here at the Amherst Town Library.  There 
will be special performers, storytimes, raffles, 
prizes, crafts, and, of course—-lots and lots of 
wonderful books to read!   Not only that, but for 
every hour you read, members of our Amherst 
community will donate $ to Heifer Project Inter-
national to help send chickens, bees, goats and 
sheep to deserving families around the world—
let’s see how many animals we can help to send! 
* So come on down, register for your reading log 
(you get a special button when you do!) and get 
started on your summer reading journey.

Miss Sarah and Miss Sue are looking forward 
to seeing you!  Program runs from June 27 to 
Aug. 18.  See page 4, Events Calendar.

Summer Movie Showings
Watch a movie on our big screen! The library 

is dry on a rainy day and cool on a hot day!  No 
registration required.
Children’s Movie Matinees - Tuesdays @ 2 PM   
Bring your water bottle and a pillow, we’ll provide 
the popcorn! 
July 5- August 16
Teen Movie Showcase - Thursdays @ 6 PM  
Free soda and pizza!
June 30,  July 14,  July 28,  August 11 
International Film Nights -  Thursdays @ 6:30 PM  
Lemonade and popcorn will be served! 
July 7,  July 21,  August 7

For detailed movie listings, please visit the li-
brary or call 673-2288.

“Dining For Dollars” to Benefit 
Opportunity Networks

Longhorn Steakhouse in Amherst will be 
hosting a “Dining for Dollars” charity event on 
Thursday, June 23rd, from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. to 
benefit Opportunity Networks, a non-profit serv-
ing Souhegan Valley and Greater Nashua families 
and individuals living with developmental and ac-
quired disabilities.  

Longhorn Steakhouse is located at 124 Route 
101A in located in Lowe’s Plaza in Amherst. For 
directions or information, please call Wendy Hunt, 
Community Development Director at Opportunity 
Networks, 883-4402. More on page 7.

ACA Meets next Tuesday
Guest speaker, Amherst State Rep Peter Han-

sen will be discussing legislation that will be filed 
for the next session that will affect town budget-
ing. Don’t want to miss this opportunity to hear 
about these bills and how they could affect Am-
herst taxpayers. Tuesday, June 14, Room 128,  
at  Souhegan High School, 7PM.

Schools
Writing Festival photos with parents 
and students at Wilkins school.   
Plus sHs Prom photos and students 
in the news.

Next Issue: June 28, 2011
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Chief comments on Ams sRo. 
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AMHERST – This June, 125 years of educa-
tional experience is retiring from the Amherst 
School District.  A retirement party honoring 
Sue Geraghty (21 years), Linda Mikkola (28 
years), Audrey Rondo (46), and Janet Scagnelli 

(30 years) was held at the Mile Away Restau-
rant in Milford on June 6th.  Gifts, Memory 
Books and personalized presentations were 
part of the ceremony.  

Amherst Board of Selectmen

Retirement of Town 
Administrator, Gary 
MacGuire Announced

Country Gardens of Amherst Tour
A good opportunity to get your gardening questions answered.

Conservation Commission Tackles Invasive Species

Popular Fiddle and Guitar 
Duo Plans “Kimberly Cates 
Scholarship Fund” Benefit

AMHERST – The Am-
herst Board of Selectmen 
have announced the retire-
ment of Town Administra-
tor Gary MacGuire, effective 
July 8, 2011.  Mr. MacGuire 
has been the Amherst Town 
Administrator for five (5) 
years.  Prior to accepting 
this position, he was a 30 
year veteran of the Amherst 
Police Department holding 
the rank of Chief for 15 of 
those years.

Amherst Board of Select-
men Chairman Jim O’Mara 

will be sorry to see him go. 
“Gary has been as asset to 
me in my new role as Chair-
man. He has served this 
community faithfully for 
35 years. I wish him well.” 
O’Mara said.

The Selectmen will post 
the position in newspapers 
and trade magazines as they 
begin the process of find-
ing a successor to Mr. Mac-
Guire.

Sue Geraghty, Janet Scagnelli and Linda Mikkola at their retirement party.  Retiring teacher Audrey 
Rondo was not available at the time of the photo.

125 Years of Service to Amherst Schools
Teacher Retirement

AMHERST - A unique opportunity 
to network and ask homeowners “How 
to” questions regarding many aspects 
of mechanics, materials and methods 
is available by visiting any or all the 
seven gardens featured on the “Coun-
try Gardens of Amherst” tour sched-
uled on July 16, 2011. The tour is spon-
sored by The Amherst Garden Club.

Water features are a component in 
several of the gardens on the tour. See 
multi-level water features large and 
small and feel free to ask about in-
stallation, maintenance and any oth-
er questions you may have about the 
hardscape aspects of water features in 
a relaxed scenic environment without 
anyone trying to market anything. See 
innovative ways to make the most of 
challenges such as drainage manage-
ment and living with huge boulders 
that are common in the New England 
Landscape. Already convinced a water 
feature is for you? See various instal-
lations and talk with gardeners about 

compatible plant materials for a water 
garden or alongside a water feature. 
Interested in Koi ? Find out firsthand 
about keeping these lovely fish and 
what to watch out for. Wonder about 
the esoteric value of the sound of a 
waterfall or the value of the reflective 
properties of a water feature? Experi-
ence these benefits firsthand by get-
ting your tickets to the tour. Call Tibby 
Coffee, ticket sales chair at 673-3747.

The garden of Wally and Sharon Key 
features an inventive drainage swale 
and small pond deck side that add to 
the enjoyment of extensive tree man-
agement and wild life habitat support 
created here. Andrea Maniglia’s two 
level water feature incorporates many 
decorative aspects and is host to Koi 
and other planned and unplanned 
visitors you will learn about. Claudia 
Everest’s small, intimate garden incor-
porates a wonderful small pool with a 

AMHERST – On June 24 
at 7:00 pm, award-winning 
musical duo Spirit Fiddle 
will perform a benefit con-
cert in the Souhegan High 
School Theater to raise 
money for the Kimberly L. 
Cates Scholarship Fund. 
Admission is $12.00/person 
in advance or $15.00 at the 
door. Tickets for the Spir-
it Fiddle Benefit Concert 
are available at the offices 
at Souhegan High School, 
Amherst Middle School 
and Mont Vernon Village 

Schools as well as online at 
www.kimcatesfund.org and 
www.spiritfiddle.com. All 
proceeds will benefit the 
Kimberly Cates Scholarship 
Fund.

Spirit Fiddle, featuring 
Champion Fiddler Robin 
Warren and Guitarist Bri-
an Clancey, performs a wide 
variety of energetic mu-
sic, ranging from bouncy 
Southern and Texas swing 
tunes to sweet waltzes, old 

Robin Warren and Brian Clancey perform June 24th.
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Laricobius-nigrinus--adelgid

Kate Hollister and treacher, Marily Barry.  More page 8


