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Senior Prom Court (L-R) -  Gabby Terry, Tom Andrews, Queen Kelsey Hinrichs, King Nick Hession, 

Jordan Darula and Tess Ryan.
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Writing Festival Features Students’ Work

From the Office of The Superintendent   
of Schools SAU 39

 

Good-Bye To 
SAU #39  

This will be my last column as su-
perintendent of schools for SAU #39.  I 
will be retiring at the end of this month 
after forty-three years in public educa-
tion.   (For you who are good at math 
and know that I graduated from college at age 22, that makes me a 
cool 65!)  This seems like a good age to move on to other challenges.   
For the record, I ‘m not retiring because I no longer love education.   
Because I love it so much, I want to save enough time in my life to 
educate myself in things I may not even now know I want to learn!    

I look forward to sifting through the sands of years-past and find-
ing those things that were constant pleasures in my job, and sifting 
out those things that weren’t.  (For example, I won’t mind not call-
ing “snow days” at 4:30 a.m.)   I have always had an interest in Lit-
eracy and, along with continuing to read, I might help a struggling 
reader catch up with his peers.   Or I might study Spanish and travel 
to Central America and study art.  Or I might be of some assistance 
to the many new people coming into the complicated role of the su-
perintendency.   

As an educator, I feel a great sense of responsibility in passing 
along to you, the reader, a bit of wisdom that I’ve gleaned over the 
years.  The only thing that comes to mind for Amherst and Mont 
Vernon relates to SAU #39 being a  high-performing school district.      
I’ve had the opportunity to work in such school districts through-
out most of my career and have found that these districts usual-
ly are more resistant to change than are low-performing districts.  
This may be due to people’s fear of losing something of high value in 
the change process.   They take the attitude, “if it isn’t broke, don’t 
fix it” and don’t bother to delve deeply into the true health of their 
schools.      

I would encourage you all in SAU #39 to embrace change and ac-
celerate its pace.   In the last ten years, education has been blessed 
(yes, blessed) with research and data that gives us clearer directions 
on how we must change.   We can’t afford to rest on our laurels,   
even though they look and feel good, and allow our children to enter 
a world they are unprepared for.   We can’t settle for the same educa-
tion we received in school, no matter how comfortable and familiar 
this may seem.      

It’s this sense of urgency that at times makes me wonder if I am 
ready to retire.   But when I look at the teachers, administrators, stu-
dents and parents that I leave behind in SAU #39, I know they will 
keep the educational flame alive just fine!   I hope all citizens a.k.a. 
taxpayers hold our feet to the fire and demand high quality in ex-
change for fair resources.     

For me, I leave the Brick School hoping to have left it a little better 
than how I found it.  Thank you all for your help and support these 
past five years.  

Mary Athey Jennings,  Ph.D. 
Superintendent of Schools,   
SAU #39

T
he end of the school year Writing Festival was celebrated during the 
week of May 23rd.  

The impressive display of books exhibited in the Wilkins gym was 
the work of Amherst elementary students.  The books represent a 
year’s worth of work and learning.

Organized by class, there were autobiographies, short stories, adventure, 
poetry, research, picture, historical, animals, numbers, science, seasons, 
sports and books on Amherst.  There are alphabet poems - poems on the 
letters. The students do class books with descriptive writing and original 
artwork.  The younger students learn spelling, sentence structure, story-
telling and drawing.  With help from volunteers the books are typed and 
bound for display.  In the higher grades, the writing project includes les-
sons on punctuation, grammar, dialogue, voice and paragraph construc-
tion.

Families and friends are encouraged to visit and read the work of the 
elementary school authors. Students look forward this annual showcase 
of literacy.   There’s nothing like seeing your work published to encourage 
budding authors. 

Lyla, Abby, Carolyn, Andrew and Adam Hawkes visited the Writing Festival 
to read one of Abby’s books.

Dean Brammer, Joely Brammer-Depuy and Wendy Depuy

Amy Littlefield with her daughter Audrey. 

Teacher Alice Paquette with her daughter Shannon.

Ken Foulks and Braden read a book together. Second grader Rachel McNeil with her mother, 
Lisa.

Junior Prom Court (L-R) – Megan Farley, Beau Landis, Princess Emily Rego, Prince Aaron 

Prescott, Jenna Gowell and David Monteleon.
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Souhegan High School Junior/Senior Prom

History Week at Wilkins School

Courtesy Photo

Students in Mrs. Richardson’s third grade class line up in front of 
the Burns House during History Week in the Village, May 16th.

“Mardi Gras”


