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Beginner Needle Felting Workshop

Hollis Art Society June Exhibit

Bach’s Lunch Concerts Return to 
Nashua Library 

NASHUA – The Bach’s Lunch 
Concert Series, a Nashua Public Li-
brary tradition, begins i ts 2011 sea-
son on Wednesday, July 6, with a 
performance by jazz duo Base-2.

Base-2 features Nashua native 
Ben Geyer on piano and Brooklyn 
saxophonist Robbyn Tongue. They 
play carefully constructed duo piec-
es, both original and interpreted.

Ben Geyer’s debut album, “The 
Narrative,” was called “colorful, in-
triguing, and well worth hearing” 
by the Los Angeles Jazz Scene. His 
compositions have included inci-
dental music for “Finger Paint,” an 

original play featured in the New 
York City International Fringe Fes-
tival.

Geyer has played with trumpeter 
Stjepko Gut and studied with jazz 
legends Hal Galper and Jon Fad-
dis, as well as concert pianist Ivan 
Davis. He holds a bachelor of music 
in studio music and jazz from the 
University of Miami Frost School 
of Music and a master of music in 
jazz studies from Purchase College, 
SUNY. This fall, Geyer will enter a 
Ph.D. program in music theory at 
the University of Kentucky.

 

Theatre Season Opens at   
Peterborough Players

Palace Theatre Kicks Off Summer 
Music Series -- A Tribute To   
Classic Rock

Collage & Assemblage Artist Jason Reimers 
Exhibit And Reception At New Hampshire 
Antique Co-op

 

2nd Annual Battle of the Bands 
Competition

Celtic-American String Band, Annalivia Returns To The 
Monadnock Folklore Society

NELSON – Boston-based band 
Annalivia will return to the Mo-
nadnock Folklore Society in Nel-
son, NH for a night of innovative 
acoustic music. From high-powered 
dual-fiddle tunes to lushly arranged 
songs, Annalivia draws from various 
musical traditions, and the result is 
a new acoustic sound delivered by 
some of the leading purveyors of 
traditional folk and roots music. The 
show takes place on Friday, June 17 
at 8 PM at the Nelson Town Hall, 7 
Nelson Common Road, Nelson. To 
purchase tickets go to: www.mo-
nadnockfolk.org.

Annalivia is one of those unique 
musical projects that is a direct 
product of the potent Boston folk 
and fiddle music scene which em-
braces a plethora of acoustic styles. 
As Annalivia’s sound began to take 
shape, it was clear to the members 
of the band– Flynn Cohen, Liz Sim-
mons, Brendan Carey-Block, Stu-
art Kenney, and Emerald Rae– that 

the most genuine musical expres-
sion for them would be to combine 
American roots and Scottish and 
Cape Breton fiddling to create a fu-
sion sound... and they were amazed 
at how natural it sounded. Emerald 
Rae and Brendan Carey-Block are 
both national Scottish fiddle cham-
pions and have both spent a lot of 
time honing their style with fiddle 
masters in Cape Breton (Rae also 
spent a year studying in Scotland), 
and they have been touring and 
teaching the fiddle since they were in 
their teens. Carey-Block hails from 
Antrim, and Rae from Gloucester, 
MA. Stuart Kenney is one of the 
most sought-after contra-dance 
bassists in the country and is also 
a stellar old-time banjo player, and 
has been touring internationally for 
over twenty years. Flynn Cohen is a 
highly accomplished bluegrass gui-
tarist, mandolin player and singer, 
and is also one of the top Irish mu-
sic accompanists in the Boston area, 

having toured with Cathie Ryan, 
Aoife Clancy and John Whelan. He 
is from Cleveland, OH, and he and 
Simmons now make their home in 
Gloucester, MA. Liz Simmons is a 
singer and guitarist who grew up in 

Greenfield. Each member of Annal-
ivia brings something exciting and 
different to the table, and the cul-
mination of their various talents 
and backgrounds yields a dynamic 
and captivating show.

 Untitled (jumble), wood, 23” x 10”, by Jason Reimers

MILFORD – Assistant Attorney 
General by day, collage and assem-
blage artist by night: enter the in-
triguing and complex world of At-
torney Jason Reimers. His public 
debut as an artist launches with a 
solo exhibition at New Hampshire 
Antique Co-op, on view from June 1 
through September 30, 2011 in the 
Tower Gallery. Working with found 
objects from New Hampshire and 
around the world, Reimers creates 
three-dimensional compositions by 
remixing salvaged finds not intend-
ed as art materials. 

All are invited to an opening re-
ception for the artist on Sunday, 
June 5, from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. in the 
Upstairs Gallery at New Hampshire 
Antique Co-op. Join New Hamp-
shire Antique Co-op in welcoming 
this emerging artist and enjoy an 
afternoon of collage, champagne, 

cheese and camaraderie. Reimers 
will be available to discuss his 
works and the materials that inspire 
him to breathe life into discarded 
artifacts.

This exhibition will feature Re-
imers’ most recent collage and as-
semblage works, mainly created 
from wood; however, Reimers’ scope 
of work also includes wire sculp-
tures and works on paper. In 1999, 
he discovered a coil of wire on a San 
Jose archaeological site and made a 
miniature excavator. Thus began a 
few years of making objects out of 
wire.  He also became interested in 
balance and spent months balanc-
ing lead fishing weights connected 
by heavy wire over wooden bowl-
ing pins. In addition, he has spent 
years making and sending hand-
made one-of-a-kind postcards by 
the hundreds.

Granite State Blues Society an-
nounces our 2nd annual Battle of 
the Bands Competition.  The win-
ner of each category will repre-
sent the Granite State Blues So-
ciety at the annual International 
Blues Challenge Competition held 
in Memphis, Tennessee in January 
2012. The competition has two cat-
egories. The band category includes 
bands consisting of three or more 
members. The solo/duo category 
for individual and duo acts. Semi-
Finals will be held Thursdays, June 
2nd and 9th at The Village Trestle, 

Goffstown NH. Finals will be held 
Saturday, June 18th at Tupelo Mu-
sic Hall, Londonderry NH. Bands or 
Solo/Duo acts looking to compete 
do not have to be from NH. Win-
ners also get a slot at the Barnful 
of Blues Festival on August 6th in 
New Boston. The Barnful of Blues 
Festival is produced to raise money 
for The Webster House for teens in 
Manchester.  For more information 
on rules, regulations, and applica-
tion process see www.granitestate-
blues.org 

 

MANCHESTER - The Palace 
Theatre announces Palace Theatre 
Summer Music Series – a Tribute 
to Classic Rock beginning with a 
performance byDraw the Line…A 
Tribute to Aerosmith also featuring 
Blow Your Face Out…a Tribute to J. 
Geils Band on July 9, 2011.

The Palace Theatre Summer Mu-
sic Series is set with eight separate 
performance dates throughout the 
summer. All bands will appear on 
stage at the historic Palace Theatre 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

“For the Palace Theatre Summer 
Music Series we have hand-picked 
the best bands to play tribute to and 
recreate the high-energy live experi-
ences of the celebrated classic rock 
performers making their best-loved 
classics come to life,” stated Peter 
Ramsey, President and CEO of the 
Palace Theatre. “Each performance 

will provide the audience with an 
evening of songs that any fan, old or 
new, will enjoy,” adds Ramsey.

New to the theatre this summer, 
patrons will now be welcome to 
bring their beverages from the Pal-
ace bar into the theatre in our spe-
cially designed, spill-proof Palace 
Theatre souvenir cups. Concert-go-
ers will be able to purchase the cups 
from the bar for just $2 plus the cost 
of their beverage.

All shows in the Summer Music 
Series take place at the Palace The-
atre in Manchester. All tickets are 
$19.50 including premium seating, 
so be sure to get your tickets early! 
Tickets for the Draw the Line show 
on July 9th as well as all other shows 
in the Summer Music Series are on 
sale now by calling the Palace The-
atre box office at  668-5588 or by 
visiting www.palacetheatre.org.  

PETERBOROUGH – The Peter-
borough Players professional the-
atre season opens with Last Train 
to Nibroc, by Arlene Hutton. This 
old-fashioned love story, based on 
family stories that the playwright 
heard growing up, runs June 22nd 
through July 3rd.

Last Train to Nibroc, set in 1940, 
is an engaging character study of 
two young people searching for 
happiness, as they navigate the eter-
nal mysteries of courtship and how 

fate works its hand in it all. Allison 
McLemore returns to the Peterbor-
ough Players to take the leading lady 
role, after spending two summers 
some years ago as a Second Com-
pany intern. Joel Ripka comes to the 
Players from New York City to play 
the leading man.  June 22 through 
July 3; 7pm Tues, 8pm Wed-Sat, 
4pm Sun, 55 Hadley Rd., Reserved 
Seating: $40, Saturdays $42

Box Office: 924-7585 or Online: 
www.PeterboroughPlayers.org

The Hollis Art Society artist of the 
month of June at Burque Jewelers on 
West Pearl Street is Lois Amidon, a 
watercolor painter, pastel artist, and 
puppeteer.

Lois holds degrees from Hope 
College, University of Connecticut 
and Andover Newton Theological 
Seminary.

It was while studying for a Mas-
ter’s degree in Puppetry at the Uni-
versity of Connecticut that she was 
first introduced to drawing, design 
and water color.

She has studied water color paint-
ing with Valera Krol Nichols, Les-
lie Redhead, and most recently with 
Suzanne Binnie.

As well as painting, Lois is still in-
volved with puppetry as a produc-
tion consultant and puppet maker.  
She creates and sews cloth mario-
nettes and glove puppets.  You can 
find her in her workshop carving 
wooden marionettes.

She is inspired by the wildlife and 
vistas she encounters daily in the 
White Pine Swamp, a beaver marsh 
that partly surrounds her property . 

Lois is a member of the Appa-
lachian Mountain Club, Greater 
Lovell Land Trust, Audubon and 
the Society for the Protection of NH 
Forests.

JAFFREY – Lyn Slade, the fea-
tured Display artist at the Jaffrey 
Civic Center, and accomplished fel-
ter will be holding a one-day work-
shop at the Center on Saturday, June 
18th from 10:30-2:30.

$80 will include all needle felt-
ing specific materials. Please bring 
small sharp scissors, a pencil, a rul-
er, photographs for inspiration, and 
your lunch.

Needle felting is fun and fast.  The 
methods to achieve many effects 
can be learned in one workshop.  
No experience is necessary.  Ages 12 
and up are welcome.  In this 4 hour 
class we will work in needle felting 
appliqué (flat, 2-D), making a flat 
picture made on a wool fabric back-
ground.  Each student will make a 

picture of their choice, approx. 8” x 
10”.  You can make a landscape, still 
life, abstract…. your choice.  Please 
bring several photos for inspiration.  
Lyn will help you pick the one that 
is most workable in needle felting.  
Projects that do not have a lot of de-
tail are suggested.  Although wool 
doesn’t have the endless variation 
of color that paint allows, we have 
52 colors to work with.  We’ll mat 
your art before you leave so you’ll 
have a completed project.  You will 
go home with the needle felting 
needle and the foam work surface 
so you can continue to explore this 
craft on your own.  Class minimum 
4 students, class maximum 12 stu-
dents.

Monadnock Music Celebrates 46th Season
Distinguished Performers, Innovative Repertoire

PETERBOROUGH, NH: The Mo-
nadnock Music Festival announced 
its 46th season today with more of 
the innovative programming for 
which it is renowned and with a 
roster of distinguished performers. 
Presenting 28 concerts throughout 
the Monadnock Region this sum-
mer – in 18 locations ranging from 
small, intimate churches to Peter-
borough’s Town House and Jaffrey 
Center’s Meetinghouse ¬– the Fes-
tival features a stimulating mixture 
of seasoned musicians and exciting 
young talent. 

The Monadnock Music Festival is 
now under the direction of execu-
tive director William J.H. Chap-
man, formerly of Opera Boston, and 
veteran artistic directors Jonathan 
Bagg and Laura Gilbert. 

“The 2011 season offers fresh and 
inventive programming, as well as 
more traditional offerings from ex-
ceptional artists,” shares executive 
director Chapman. “Guests will de-
light in offerings from composers 
such as Pulitzer-prize winner Me-
linda Wagner, Paul Brantley, and 
this year’s Duke Composing Fellow, 

Bryan Christian, who will premiere 
a piece. Another highlight will be 
the performance of Mahler’s Das 
Lied von der Erde and Wagner’s 
Siegfried Idyll under Hugh Keelan. 
This season exemplifies what is dis-
tinctive about Monadnock Music 
and will reinforce our reputation as 
a premier summer destination for 
discerning music lovers across New 
England.” 

The presence of Emily Dickin-
son will be felt the entire summer, 
with musical cameos in several vil-
lage concerts, and a starring role in 
two Town House concerts. Poet and 
Dickinson scholar, Susan Snively, 
will introduce the concert July 23 
and read two of Dickinson’s poems.

“Our Town House and Chamber 
Masterpieces series will range from 
chamber orchestra concerts to in-
novative, concept-based programs,” 
explains artistic director Bagg. 
“We’ll welcome the Borromeo and 
Chiara Quartets back this summer, 
celebrate the 400th anniversary of 
the King James Bible with the St. 
Catharine’s Choir, and enjoy the su-
perb talents of Virginia Eskin, Kris-

ta River and Ilana Davidson, among 
others.”

This year again features the Mo-
zart Trail, in which a different 
string quartet of Mozart (from the 
six quartets he dedicated to Haydn) 
will be performed each week at vil-
lage concerts. Audiences can follow 
the trail from town to town to hear 
the entire set during the summer.

 Now in its 46th year, Monadnock 
Music enriches the lives of people of 
all ages and walks of life, and deep-
ens community by means of ex-
cellent and diverse programming 
throughout the beautiful Monad-
nock region of New Hampshire. It 
annually presents a six-week sum-
mer festival of solo, chamber and 
orchestral concerts in intimate ven-
ues situated in iconic New England 
settings less than two hours from 
Boston.

Among the many distinguished 
composers, ensembles and artists 
whose work Monadnock Music has 
presented or commissioned are El-
liott Carter, John Adams, Mario 
Davidovsky, Virgil Thomson, Aaron 
Copland, Peter Sellars, Borromeo 

Quartet, James Maddalena, D’anna 
Fortunato, Russell Sherman, New 
Zealand String Quartet, and Barba-
ra Quintiliani.

In addition to its Peterborough 
Town House Concert Series fea-
turing renowned artists from the 
world over, Monadnock Music also 
presents a series of Village Concerts 
bringing distinguished professional 
artists and progressive program-
ming to various historic meeting 
houses and churches throughout 
the region free of charge, making 
some of the greatest works of the 
classical music canon accessible to 
all.

During the school year, MM pro-
vides vital music education support 
to the region’s elementary schools 
through its Lend An Ear!  Program. 
Since its establishment in 1989, 
LAE! has enriched the lives of over 
25,000 children.

Founded by James Bolle in 1966, 
Monadnock Music is now under 
the leadership of executive director 
William J. H. Chapman and artistic 
directors Jonathan Bagg and Laura 
Gilbert.

Earl Schofield’s Encaustics   
Featured at Sharon Arts Gallery  
for June 

PETERBOROUGH - Sharon Arts 
Gallery is pleased to announce Earl 
Schofield of Antrim as our featured 
juried artist for the month of June 
2011 (through the 30th). An artist, 
and full-time educator at Dublin 
School, Earl specializes in encaus-
tic painting- a medium and process 
that combines pigment and wax 
to create textured paintings with 
great depth. The artist has selected 
a series of works to display which he 
calls the “Ephemera Series.”

“The Ephemera series attempts to 
find ways for the viewer to engage 
the portrait with some of the free-
dom from narrative and the speci-
ficity of the individual that is found 
in my landscape work. The series 
is a loving homage to my family as 
much as it is a ‘momento mori’….. 
They mimic the transience of image 
and ourselves and they reference 
the slipperiness and imperfection of 
memory,” explained Schofield.

“It is always a pleasure to feature 
the work of such a highly developed 
and decidedly accomplished local 
artist. Earl’s beautifully rendered 

encaustic paintings are engaging 
not only in their technical execu-
tion but also in their conceptual 
and thematic content. It is exceed-
ingly rare to see an artist develop 
so many interesting and varied se-
ries of works,” commented Alex 
Cahoon, SAC’s Assistant Gallery 
Manager.

More information is available at 
603-924-2787 or www.earlscho-
field.com

“I Can’t Name this Painting” En-
caustic on Panel by Earl Schofield.

Ben Geyer, pianist


