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Town News
Events Calendar

Not Your Typical Flower Show
“Flowers Interpreted,” an exhibition by the NH Chapter of the Women’s Caucus 

for Art, will have an opening reception Thursday evening, June 30, from 5-7 p.m. 
in the de Nicola Gallery area of the Bedford Public Library. The exhibition runs June 
27 thru July 30, and can be enjoyed during regular library hours. M-Th, 9 a.m. - 8 
p.m.; Fri.,9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.; closed on Sundays for July and 
August. The Bedford Public Library is located on 3 Meeting House Road, in Bedford 
NH. For more information about the WCA/NH, visit www.wcanh.org

July 6th SOCRATES CAFE – 
Join us as we bring philosophy to the everyday individual through a gathering for 

those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old ques-
tions of “What is ...? Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of be-
ing attacked for having an opinion that is different? Share in learning how to think, 
not what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toadstool 
Bookstore in Milford at 7 p.m.

Robert Frost Spent Boyhood Summer Here
When I see birches bend to left and right
Across the lines of straighter darker trees,
I like to think some boy’s been swinging them.
But swinging doesn’t bend them down to stay
As ice-storms do. ...
So was I once myself a swinger of birches. ...
One could do worse than be a swinger of birches.

– from opening, middle and end of “Birches” by Robert Frost.

As a boy in the summer of 1885, future poet Robert Frost slept in this 
house at 324 Boston Post Road, which was built (ca. 1760s or 1770s) in 
Amherst’s Cricket Corner area by early settler Timothy Smith (1729-1798).

u “Robert Frost Slept Here” House   continued from page 1

The famous American poet Rob-
ert Frost (1874-1963) had an impor-
tant boyhood connection to Am-
herst. In the summer of 1885, when 
Robbie was 11, his recently widowed 
and destitute mother accepted an 
invitation to stay with her two chil-
dren at the farm of Benjamin Mess-
er (1817-1910) and his wife Sarah nee 
Frost (1822-1887), Robbie’s grandfa-
ther’s sister and thus his great-aunt. 
This was the city-bred boy’s first ex-
posure to rural living. The poet stat-
ed that “the area was permanently 
imprinted on his mind, and that all 
his later sense of the New England 
countryside was founded on those 
first, vivid impressions,” wrote Har-
vard Professor Bate (letter, 1987). 

After accompanying Mr. Frost’s 
coffin on the train from San Fran-
cisco to his hometown of Law-
rence, Mass., the small family had 
initially stayed there a few months 
with the children’s strict paternal 
grandparents, feeling cooped up. 
On the Amherst farm, Robbie and 

his younger sister were free to roam 
the countryside, while their moth-
er helped Aunt Sarah can fruits and 
vegetables in glass jars for the win-
ter. Ben Messer was genial and out-
going and his wife, though worn by 
her endless routine of daily chores 
and afflicted with rheumatism, 
had a cheerful and kindly disposi-
tion. The children could earn a lit-
tle money by helping Uncle Messer 
gather wild blueberries and rasp-
berries. They enjoyed riding on the 
wagon with him to stores in Milford 
to sell the berries. On the four-mile 
round trips, Uncle Messer talked 
about his neighbors and famous na-
tive sons Horace Greeley and Daniel 
Webster while Rob noticed “ancient 
elm trees towering over narrow dirt 
roads, and crooked stonewalls en-
closing irregular patches of hillside 
and meadowland near the Souhe-
gan River...The boy had never seen 
anything like this and he liked it 
very much.” (Thompson biography, 
1966.) The family picnicked at Pur-

gatory Falls, where Uncle told them 
how the Yankees drove the Devil 
out of there. 

Robbie’s first experience swing-
ing on birch trees was in “our” Am-
herst (according to 1999 biographer 
Parini). As a grown man Frost told 
an audience: “It was almost sacri-
legious climbing a birch tree till it 
bent, till it gave and swooped to the 
ground, but that’s what boys did in 
those days.” (From tape at Amherst 
College library, quoted by Parini.)

Belle Frost tried to get a teaching 
position in one of Amherst’s district 
schools but there were no vacan-
cies. She was nevertheless persuad-
ed by the Messers to stay on at the 
farm when fall came and send her 
children to the nearest schoolhouse 
– all grades in one room – pre-
sumably the Cricket Corner school 
which still stands, modified, at 361 
Boston Post Road. Robbie soon 
complained he could not get along 

Continued on page 6  u

LAST CHANCE! Final Reminder

Country Gardens Of Amherst Tour 
– Purchase Tickets Now

AMHERST – The Amherst Gar-
den Club invites garden lovers to 
experience a rare glimpse into pri-
vate Amherst gardens, which travel 
you to all the corners of the town. 
The tour is Saturday, July 16 from 
10:00 am to 4:00 pm and will illus-
trate the varied nature of gardens, 
homes and lovely country scenes 
along the way. 

The seven gardens on the tour are 
varied in focus, size, origin and exe-
cution. Serendipity on the Hill; One 
Man’s Vision; Peaceful Corner; His-
toric Farm Re-defined; Enchanted 
Country Gardens; Backyard Wild-
life Habitat; and Sanctuary in Shade 
are descriptive titles designed to 
entice you to visit each site. Some 
gardens contain fabulous water 
features. They all highlight inven-
tive use of plants and found materi-
als. Excellent tree management and 
care, maintenance of wildlife habi-
tat, lovely woodland transitions, 

quality, and well executed hard-
scapes are but a few of the areas of 
interest on the tour. You will pick 
up a tour program the day of the 
event with detailed information on 
each garden.

Entry into the Country Gardens 
of Amherst will be $20.00. Tour 
tickets should be purchased in ad-
vance, only a limited number of 
tickets will be sold, there is no guar-
antee tickets will be available the 
day of the tour. We strongly sug-
gest purchasing in advance. The Bag 
Lunch is $14.00 and reservations 
must be made when you purchase 
your ticket. A Gardeners Boutique 
will be open for your enjoyment, 
with everything a gardener would 
love! This event goes on rain or 
shine! For more information check 
out the tour at www.amherstgar-
denclub.org. For tickets call Tibby 
Coffee at 673-3747.
































































































































































Amherst Town Library

Summer Movie Showings
Watch a movie on our big screen! The library is dry on a 

rainy day and cool on a hot day!  No registration required.

Children’s Movie Matinees - Tuesdays @ 2 PM   
Bring your water bottle and a pillow, we’ll provide the popcorn
July 5- August 16

Teen Movie Showcase - Thursdays @ 6 PM  
Free soda and pizza!
June 30,  July 14,  July 28,  August 11 

International Film Nights -  Thursdays @ 6:30 PM  
Lemonade and popcorn will be served! 
July 7,  July 21,  August 7
For detailed movie listings, please visit the library or call 
673-2288.

Route 101, Bedford, NH 03110
Phone: (603) 472-4080
www.gscabinetry.com

“We received a full estimate and 
beautiful kitchen design before we 
were asked to commit. Your team 
was great to work with and we 
love our new kitchen.” 

— J & B in Nashua

“To my surprise you met my 
budget and our new kitchen is 
beautiful in every way, your staff 
is excellent!” 

— J & H in Bedford

Stop in, have coffee, we love to talk about kitchens!!

What sets Granite State Cabinetry 
apart from the competition?
Our customers say it best...

Landscaping • Light Construction
General Cleanup & Hauling

472-5185

I will take care of that
“Honey to do List”

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071

www.thetownplier.com
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