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with his teacher and when his sis-
ter also found fault with the teach-
er, their mother decided to take 
them back to Lawrence, hoping the 
schools would be more to their lik-
ing and she could find employment 
as a teacher. Thus ended their so-
journ in our town in 1885.  

I can blithely assert that the house 
in which the Frost family stayed was 
the old one at 324 Boston Post Road 
in the Cricket Corner area of Am-
herst because of meticulous sleuth-
ing in 1987 by the late Chuck Bacon 
in collaboration with another town 
resident, airline pilot Frank Buselli, 
plus a key probate record found by 
Paul Goldsmith. It was a letter in 
the Milford Cabinet of Sep. 1987 by 
Prof. W. J. Bate of Harvard Univ., 
who had known the poet in the 
1950s in Cambridge, that instigat-
ed their quest to locate the Messer 
farm where Robert Frost had spent 
a boyhood summer.
Timothy Smith Homestead

This antique house, about 100 
years old already when Robert Frost 
visited there in his childhood, was 
built by Timothy Smith (1729-1798) 
of Reading, Mass., a housewright, 
who bought land in 1754 described 
in the deed as “One whole right in 
a new plantation or township called 
Souhegan West Number Three late-
ly by the Great & General Court or 
Assembly of this province to the 
Narragenset soldiers (so called) 
now reckoned to the Province of 
New Hampshire ..., it being that 
right that was originally granted ... 
to the Heirs of Andrew Townsend 
dec’d which Nathaniel Evans bot 
of said Proprietors Committee at a 
public vendue the 14th day of Sep-
tember 1742 ..., the same that is ... 
the home lot or first division on 
said right which is Number 16 with 
the second division Number 7 and 
third division Number 50 ...” Con-
fused? Don’t fret; as far as I can tell, 
no one today knows where exactly 
these various divisions were but if 
one traces the deed trail, and in this 
case probate records, one can even-
tually figure out that part of the land 
was in the Cricket Corner area. (Lot 
50 of 3rd division, inherited and oc-
cupied by Tim Jr., is believed to lie 
in Mont Vernon.) Since children of 
Timothy were born in Reading in 
1754 and 1756, the birth of daughter 
Rebecca in Souhegan West in Aug 
1759 is the first evidence that the 
family had settled in the place that 
would become incorporated as Am-
herst the following year. Timothy 
Smith was active in town affairs. In 
1777 he helped adjust the accounts 
of Rev. Mr. Wilkins, and in 1779 he 
served as selectman.

Timothy Smith Sr. left “all my 
homestead farm” to youngest 
son Maverick (1764-1830), who 
married his double first cousin 
(on both paternal and maternal 
sides) Rebecca Damon (1768-
1831) of Reading a month af-
ter his pa wrote the will, drawn 
May 1788 and filed April 1790. 
However, Timothy’s will stipu-
lated that daughter Rebecca, 
so long as she remained single, 
get use of the west chamber “in 
my new [!] house,” a place in the 
woodshed for wood [the up-
stairs bedroom having its own 
fireplace], and the privilege of 
walking through the yard for her 
pleasure and convenience. Not un-
til the age of 67 would Miss Rebec-
ca Smith marry – the groom was 
Samuel Damon Jr., aged 70, her first 
cousin who was also older brother 
of sister-in-law Rebecca. (The two 
Rebeccas, cousins and sisters-in-law 
who presumably kept house togeth-
er in the homestead farmhouse for 
nearly three decades, were named 
for their common grandmother, 
Rebecca (Pratt) Damon who died 
in Amherst in 1767, a widow aged 
68, her grave in the Old Burying 
Ground next to that of her daugh-
ter Mary and son-in-law Timothy 
Smith Sr.) 
Maverick Smith’s Family

In the Georgian style with a cen-
ter chimney, each of the four rooms 
in this 2-over-2-room farmhouse 
at 324 Boston Post Road has wood 
paneling on the fireplace wall, no 
mantel piece, and simple yet re-
fined finishes. The downstairs room 
on the right was the keeping room 
(kitchen cum family room) and the 
opposite room, the parlor. Although 
at about 17x14 the upstairs cham-
bers are spacious, there were only 
the two bedrooms in the main part. 
The attic was unfinished, though I 
suppose someone could have slept 
there. Presumably part of an ell in 
back was used as sleeping quarters. 
In 1800, the Maverick Smith Sr. 
household comprised the parents, 
four children under the age of 10, 
Auntie Rebecca presumably occu-
pying the left bedroom, and an ad-
ditional, unknown woman and man 
(farm laborer?). By 1810 there were 
five daughters and two sons, rang-
ing in age from 19 to 7, with a ca-
boose still to come. The first daugh-
ter to leave was Abigail (“Nabby”) 
in 1816 who also married a first 
cousin, Elias, son of uncle Timothy 
Smith Jr., formerly of Mont Vernon 
but then of Goshen, N.H. Most of 
these eight children died as young 
adults: his eldest daughter, dead at 
32, and youngest son, dead at 17, 
both predeceased Maverick Sr.

When Maverick Sr. left the place 
– inventoried in 1831 as “about 50 
acres of land with buildings there-
on laying north of the road and ad-
joining William Melendy” – to son 
Jr. (1796-1840), the third generation 
to own it,  younger sisters Mindwell 
(died 1833 in early 30s) and Cathe-
rine (married 1834 but dead of con-
sumption at age 28 in 1839) likely 
also still shared the house. Maver-
ick Jr. was rather young – only 38 – 
when he wrote his will four years af-
ter his marriage and his inheritance 
– perhaps not surprising consider-
ing the earlier deaths of two sisters 
and a brother-in-law at about the 
same age. Maverick Jr. would die at 
age 44 with no issue, as the genealo-
gists say, leaving his widow Hannah 
nee Boutell “the use and improve-
ment of all my estate, real & per-
sonal, for five years” but also the re-
mainder after bequests to his living 
siblings, three sisters. Hannah re-
married in 1845, when she was 42, 
John Haseltine, aged 67, a widower 
with grown children. Mr. Haseltine 
had a farm elsewhere, so the old 
Smith homestead was rented out. 
In August 1853, the newspaper re-
ported: “The barn on the Maverick 
Smith farm occupied by Mr. Ben-
jamin Shepard, in the south part of 
this town, was struck by lightning 
on Saturday night, and entirely con-
sumed, with about 10 tons of hay.” 
Mr. Haseltine died in 1865, which is 
likely when his widow moved back 
to the home of her first husband.

To close the loop, the key piece 
of evidence that THIS house at 324 
Boston Post Road was the place oc-
cupied by Robert Frost’s Messer rel-
atives during his stay in town, was 
a notice in the Farmers’ Cabinet of 
Amherst on 8 Oct 1886: “B. S. Mess-
er, who has resided for several years 
on the Haseltine farm at Cricket 
Corner, has removed with his fam-
ily to Salem, N.H.” (The Messers 
had a40-year-old son, whom Rob 
remembered as an invalid, and a 19-
year-old daughter, whom the poet 
did not mention.) The 1858 map of 
Amherst identified a house in the 
right spot as belonging to “Mrs. 
Hesselton” and the 1892 map as “P. 
Boutell.” A deed and probate record 
reveal that when twice-widowed 
Hannah died in 1877, the house on 
125 acres, still known then as the 
“Maverick Smith farm occupied by 
Hannah Haseltine,” was inherited 
by her Boutell nephew and niece; 
the nephew deeded his half to his 
sister Phebe in 1881 making her full 
owner. Tax records of 1878, 79 and 
80 corroborate the location in that 
the “heirs of Hannah Haseltine” 
were taxed for property in Cricket 
Corner. Although the Messers had 
first moved to Amherst in 1876, 
they initially rented a different farm, 
one owned by Mrs. Messer’s broth-
er-in-law. The April 1883 tax book 
of Amherst, N.H. first shows Benja-
min Messer and his son George in 
District 3 (Cricket Corner). Mystery 
solved.

Carolyn Mitchell, since 1985 ho-
meowner with husband Howell of 
the “Robert Frost Slept Here” house, 
also had a personal connection to 
poet Robert Frost. She grew up in 
the other Amherst, the one in Mas-
sachusetts with which Frost had a 
long association as Amherst Col-
lege faculty member. The 1960 year-
book of Amherst, Mass. high school 
was dedicated to Robert Frost in 
gratitude for his beautiful poetry; 
a photo captured his visit with the 
students of the yearbook staff and 
there is Carolyn sitting right next to 
the elderly poet.

Nipmugs Thank Donors to 
Historic Portrait Project

Nipmugs Questers are proceeding 
with the professional conservation of 
antique portraits of Judge Edmund 
Parker (1783-1856) and his wife, 
thanks to generous donations from 
the Historical Society of Amherst 
and Friends of the Library as well as 
private contributions from several li-
brary trustees.

Amherst, was in need of childcare…
Teen Job Bank was on it!

A family wished for tutoring help 
in math and language for their mid-
dle school student…the Teen Job 
Bank had just the right person for 
the job! A senior citizen wanted 
to better understand how to use a 
computer….the Teen Job Bank dis-
patched a good fit!

Rebecca Mirashem and Ellie Ar-
rowsmith, freshmen on the Market-
ing Committee, recount working 
with a repeat client on garden main-
tenance, “ I learned so much from 
her words of wisdom while we were 
gardening, and she seemed to enjoy 
the companionship…the teaching 
and benefit often goes both ways”. 

The calls continue to come in, 
as well as the teens wanting to 
join this successful venture. Cur-
rently the Teen Job Bank has over 
87 teens, ages 13-19 on file, ready 
to work. They welcome Souhegan 
High School teens or recent gradu-
ates. The organization charges its’ 
clients a flat rate of $10 an hour, 
no matter the task requested. Each 

teen earns that $10 an hour, and is 
asked to give $1 back to the Teen 
Job Bank for its’ operating expenses 
and future plans.  

The jobs requests vary from 
painting, mowing and yard care, 
pet-sitting and dog walking, gro-
cery shopping and errand running, 
transportation needs, babysitting, 
sports, music and academic tutor-
ing, technology assistance, help 
with birthday parties…all reason-
able requests will be filled. 

Testimonials and thank you 
notes began coming in along side 
“call backs”…an Amherst mother 
wrote “she was the perfect sitter for 
my twins. She was mature and well 
prepared. What a wonderful and 
lovely girl- a perfect role model for 
my children.”

Another area resident wrote, “I 
think I have just met the nicest 
three young gentlemen in the Mil-
ford-Amherst area …they worked 
hard and with great care moving 
furniture in and out of my house 
in the rain. They were cooperative 
and eager to help. We would recom-

mend these young men to any job 
site.” 

I met with and interviewed the 
13 members of the administrative 
branch of the Teen Job Bank and I 
can unequivocally state these stu-
dents were among the most articu-
late, organized, professional, impas-
sioned and inspirational young men 
and women I have had the pleasure 
of working with. Their business 
blueprint is solid and well thought 
out. The energy and the ideas with-
in this impressive group were end-
less. It is clear they value Rick Kat-
zenberg as an exceptional mentor 
and consultant; yet they want to 
make sure this remains a “student 
run” business moving forward.

When asked of their future goals 
for the organization, Sarah White, 
co-founder senior, hopes “to help 
mentor other area schools to start-
up a Teen Job Bank branches in 
their communities,” emphasizing 
the importance of “keeping it lo-
cal” for safety of the teens work-
ing and relationship development 
within one’s own community. Keel-

ie MacKelvey, sophomore on the 
Communications Committee, ex-
pressed the organization desire to 
“work with non-profits” in the area, 
having already contributed $400-
$500 this year to such groups. They 
were recently awarded a $1000 
grant from the United Fund Youth 
Ventures Program after presenting 
an impactful power point presenta-
tion to local businesses, and there-
fore recognize the need to do more 
corporate outreach both for grant 
money and teen job placements. 
They unanimously reiterated a de-
sire to stay true to their primary 
goal of enhancing the relationship 
between Souhegan High School 
students and their community.  

If you are interested in learn-
ing more about joining this group 
or utlilizing its’ invaluable services 
within the Amherst- Mont Vernon 
area go to their website www.wix/
com/teenjobbank/teencommunity 
, email teenjobbank@gmail.com, 
or contact Rick Katzenberg at 603-
673-0553, rkeden1@gmail.com.

u Teen Bank   continued from page 1

ed.  An exploration of many things, 
this community drum class will in-
clude: development of hand drum-
ming techniques on African djem-
bes; participation in drum circle 
activities and group games; learning 
of some traditional world rhythms; 
and, time for creating your own 
jam/improvisation.

Julie provides programming for 
Boston University Sargent Center 
programs, including drum circles 
for college groups and staff along 
with facilitating drum circles in 
many varied corporate and health 
care environments including the 
American Cancer Society?s “Re-
lay for Life” programs, “WE CAN” 
weekends, as well as local Breast 

Cancer Survivor groups.  Julie is en-
dorsed as a REMO “Health Rhythms 
Drum Circle Facilitator,” one of the 
a few women in the world.  She is 
also listed on the New Hampshire 
Arts Council Roster.

The event is free and open to the 
public.  We encourage you to sign 
up early for this program as space 
is limited due to the nature of the 

program and materials provided.  
Please register for this event and 
all the upcoming summer reading 
program events for adults by call-
ing 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

u Comunity Drum Circle   continued from page 1

u “Robert Frost Slept Here” House   continued from page 4

Sources: By Charles L. Bacon, articles in HSA newsletters of April (about 
Messers) and October 1988 (“House That Timothy Smith Built”); manu-
script article entitled “Whose House This Is I Know We Know,” dated 1988; 
and “Chain of Title for the Timothy Smith Homestead, 324 Boston Post 
Road, Amherst, New Hampshire,” Oct. 1987. Smith family genealogy 
details came from digging in censuses, old newspapers, vital statistics and 
other sources. Primary source for Frost’s stay with Messers: “Robert Frost: 
The Early Years” (unabridged!) by Lawrance Thompson, 1966, p. 52-54.
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Changes, If Any, Should Start 2015
To the editor:

On June 13th, the Community Council of Souhegan HS passed a pro-
posal that eliminates the use of a Decile Ranking System for seniors.  The 
proposal goes into effect without a comprehensive replacement system that 
best positions our students both for admission to colleges and for potential 
scholarship dollars.  In addition, the decision of the Community Council 
was appealed, rejected and awaits further appeal with the Souhegan School 
Board.

Although the removal of the decile system has the support of many stu-
dents, our guidance department and many faculty members, it is simply 
wrong to change the rules at this late date, for the members of the Class 
of 2012 who wish to avail of themselves of a widely understood and recog-
nized system of academic distinction.  The Class of 2012 entered Souhegan 
HS three years ago with an understanding of how they would be ranked as 
they applied to colleges in the Fall of their senior year.  How do we teach 
them to abide by the rules, when the rules can be a moving target?

Although no action plan was presented to the community, there may 
well be other methods of best positioning students to colleges.  As a com-
munity, we should want only the best for all of our students.  However, any 
change it current procedure should begin with the incoming class of 2015 
so that adequate time, research and discussion can be brought to bear by 
all Souhegan stakeholders.

To learn more I urge you to read the Decile Proposal on the Souhegan 
web site, and read the appeal that was published in the Amherst Citizen in 
early June.  In addition, when the appeal is heard by the Souhegan School 
Board I urge you attend that meeting regardless if you have school age chil-
dren or if they are not yet of high school age.

Respectfully,
Mike Heaney
Amherst

Good News For Souhegan Valley
Residents of the greater Souhegan Valley will be pleased to learn that the 

Dept. of Motor Vehicles sub station in Milford will continue to offer ser-
vices to residents 2 days a week. It had been announced earlier this year that 
this facility would be closed permanently forcing residents from as far away 
as Peterborough to drive to Nasua to receive the services.

Since the announced closing by the NH DMV, many of your elected of-
ficials from Hillsborough County District 6 (Amherst/Milford) and with 
full cooperation, support, and diligence of Council Member David Wheel-
er, without whom this would not have been possible, have worked with all 
stakeholders to find an acceptable solution to the adversity that would be 
created by the shutdown. Citizens from surrounding towns such as Brook-
line, Wilton, Mason, New Ipswich, Temple, Mount Vernon, and Peterbor-
ough, while not in District 6 will all benefit from this decision.

Associated with the efforts by those mentioned above is the beginning 
process of establishing a permanent home for the District Court. Residents 
will recall the hardships and costs outlined by officials of many of the same 
communities when it was announced this court was to be closed. While 
this solution is literally still on the drawing board, and the process longer 
than the DMV issue and frankly, subject to review during the process, we 
are confident that a permanent resolution to this issue is forthcoming as 
well. It is heartening to note a new 2 year lease has been signed for the cur-
rent court location. In addition there is conjecture that this court may also 
become a circuit court bringing with it both probate and family courts.

Rep. Peter T. Hansen
District 6 Hillsborough County
Amherst / Milford

Please send Engagement and Wedding announcements (forms 
available at www.amherstcitizen.com) to Editor:  

The Amherst Citizen, PO Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031.  Also, 
enclose a S.A.S.E. for return of color or B&W photos.

WEDDING

Mr. and Mrs. Darren Iannuzzelli 

 Darren Iannuzzelli of Amherst, New Hampshire recently mar-
ried Sabrina Tronich of Landshut, Germany.  The marriage took 
place on May 27th and 28th in Landshut, Bavaria, Germany.  The 
May 27th marriage was a civil ceremony in the Landshut Rathaus 
which is a 12th Century city hall.  It was followed by dinner at 
Landshut’s Schloss Trausnitz which is a 12th century medieval 
castle overlooking the town.

 The May 28th wedding took place in the abbey church of the 
Zisterzienerrinnen-Monastry Seligenthal. Damon Iannuzzelli was 
Darren’s best man and Nina Leicher, Sabrina’s childhood friend, 
was her matron of honor at both weddings.  After a brief reception 
with sparkling wine accompanied by the release of white doves in 
the atrium of the abbey, the wedding party and guests walked to 
the Bernlockner, Landshut’s theater, where luncheon was served.  
After lunch all the guests were invited for coffee and cake outside 
on a terrace overlooking the Isar River.  They were entertained by 
an amazing comedy duo who amused us in both English and Ger-
man.  At 6:30pm, the wedding reception continued inside the re-
ception hall with a buffet dinner and dancing until midnight. 

Darren graduated from Souhegan High School in 1999 and from 
UNH in 2007.  He is currently enrolled in an electrical engineer-
ing program at the Fachhochschule in Landshut (Baravia), Germa-
ny.  Sabrina has lived and been educated in Landshut, Bavaria, but 
is presently working on her MBA at the Fachhochschule Deggen-
dorf, Germany.  When their mutual university semesters are over 
in July, Sabrina and Darren will be taking a honeymoon to Costa 
Rica in early August.  Both Darren and Sabrina plan to live in Ger-
many after their schooling is completed.
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