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Clowns On Parade

Battle of the Badges Softball Game Comes to 
Amherst’s 4th of July Celebration”

Show And Tell Dog Show
This year on the Fourth of July, we will be having a slightly different type 

of dog show than the usual kind.  Because your dog is very special, you are 
going to have a chance to tell the town all about him.   We want to know 
all about your dog, age, breed, how you picked a name, and any tricks that 
you have taught your dog. We want to hear about a story, event or behavior 
that your dog has that makes him such a loved member of your family.  The 
“show” will take place at the Reviewing Stand following the reviewing cer-
emony and a short martial arts demonstration.

Join the Children’s Bicycle Parade!

Old-fashioned Crafts at 4th of July Celebration

Mini-Entries in the 4th of July Parade

A sample of a mini-entry – this one reflects our nation’s bicentennial.  The 
children’s father took the pictures in 1976 of a parade in a small town a 
dozen miles northwest of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  The log cabin (note 
curtains in window, shingles on the roof and the log markings) was made 
from a refrigerator box and some paint, the colonial customs were acquired 
from an assortment of places (the dress was made in home economics 
class by the 13 year old wearing it) – and the cabin is set on several skate-
boards and pulled by a rope.  Any guesses whose children they are?

Fourth of July 

Directions for Parade Participants

Monday, July 4th, 2011

Amherst Auto Parade on the 4th of July

July 4th Pins Designed by Kate Hollister
The Amherst 4th of July commit-

tee is pleased to announce that Kate 
Hollister, a student at the Amherst 
Middle School, is this year’s winner 
in the design contest for the 4th of 
July Pin.  The design contest is open 
to all students at AMS and is facili-
tated by Art Teacher, Marilyn Barry.  
The 4th of July Committee selects 
the winning design which is reflec-
tive of the theme of the parade.  This 
year’s theme is “Traditions in Am-
herst”.  Kate and a friend will have 
the honor of riding in the parade 

and of being recognized from the 
podium at which time she will re-
ceive the $25.00 prize. 

 Pins will go on sale July 3rd at the 
Souhegan High School during the 
evening festivities and again on July 
4th on The Common.  The price of 
the pin is $3.00 or 2 for $5.00.  If any 
vintage pins are available, the price 
for them will be $4.00.  All proceeds 
from the sale of the pins goes to the 
4th of July Committee to help de-
fray the cost of the activities on the 
3rd and 4th.

The Town of Amherst invites 
owners of Antique and Classic cars, 
25 years and older, to participate 
in our upcoming parade begin-
ning 10am on July 4th. To address 
some past overheating problems, 
this year we will start ONLY Pre-
war Antiques across from the Clark 
school at the Cemetery. The Classic 
and newer cars line up across from 
Wilkins School as in the past.  Car 
owners are encouraged to Pre-reg-
ister by email or phone. Please email 
coddingtong@jae.com or call 801-
4389 with your name, Auto year, 
make and model, and insurance 
company.  There is a limit of 50 cars 
in the parade so pre-registration 
is encouraged. If you are unable to 

Pre-register we will get your info 
when you arrive. The purpose is so 
your name and auto can be correct-
ly announced as you drive past the 
Amherst Green reviewing stand. 
Cars will kindly assemble at 8:30- 
9:30 and note your position in line 
depends on when you arrive. There 
will be 6 fun prize categories for 
cars with blue ribbons and photos in 
next month’s CITIZEN. Period out-
fits to match your car are encour-
aged. Remember there is no throw-
ing of candy from the cars anymore. 
There will be special parking areas 
at the end of the parade for all cars

We look forward to good weather 
and a great turnout as always at this 
festive event   See you there !

July 4th in Amherst

Art on the Common at Amherst’s 4th of July  

Be part of a new tradition in Am-
herst!  We have had the wonderful 
big floats for years in our Fourth of 
July parade and they will continue.  
But this year’s theme is Traditions 
in Amherst – and it seems a good 
time to start a new tradition with 
lots of mini-entries in the parade.  
The entries can be – just one per-
son, a family, a group of neighbors 
or friends, or an organization.  It 
can be fancy or simple – a ‘walking 
float,’ in a wagon, pulled by a small 
tractor or bike, be on a skateboard, 
in a stroller or doll carriage – just 
use your imagination!

There are many traditions to 
choose from that will reflect this 
year’s theme - the Christmas tree 
lighting, 4th of July parade and the 
fireworks, sledding (or is it sliding?) 
on Bragdon’s Hill, swimming at Ba-

boosic Lake, Easter Egg hunt, Me-
morial Day parade, Halloween in 
the Village, Antiques on the Green, 
and others or all of them!

Businesses are also welcome 
to participate with a mini-entry 
but the emphasize must be on the 
theme, not the business (business 
signs should be a small part of the 
entry).

The crowds will love the addition 
of a new tradition to the parade!

Twenty-five dollar ice cream gift 
certificates will be given for the en-
try that is considered the best in 
each of four categories: Most Orig-
inal, Best in Theme, Best Overall, 
and Chairman’s Choice.

Please call/email Nancy Head at 
njhead@myfairpoint.net or 673-
1389 with questions and for infor-
mation on an entry form.

Some of the most colorful folks 
you’ll see as you watch the Amherst 
4th of July Parade this year are the 
fun-loving members of Granite 
State Clowns.  From the top of their 
crazy hats to the tips of their over-
sized shoes, they interact playfully 
with the crowd, offering silly antics 
and contagious smiles.

Some members of this alley (club) 
have been clowning around for de-
cades, while others are brand new.  
Many have special talents such as 
making balloon animals, doing 
amazing magic tricks, or creative 
face painting designs. All have the 
talent of spreading joy to young and 
old!

Granite State Clowns have been 
appearing at the Amherst 4th of July 
Parade for many years. This year, 
Claire “Cheerio” Marcotte and Beth 

“Lizzi” Amoksu will be on the vil-
lage green making balloon animals. 
Several others including Barbara 
“Cracker Jacks” Foristall, Alan “Al-
ley-Oop” Flagg, Janet “Tinzel” Div-
er, Pam “Lollipop” Bridge, and Kris-
ti “Krickey” Parker will be marching 
in the parade.  Afterwards, Krickey 
will be on the village green offering 
glitter tattoos to those who wish to 
add some pizzazz to their holiday 
ensemble!

If you love to interact with peo-
ple and have an interest in becom-
ing a clown, the group will welcome 
you and teach you all you need to 
know about costuming, make-up, 
and clowning skills.  You can con-
tact the boss clown at grandgather-
ings@yahoo.com or visit the web-
site www.granitestateclowns.com 
for more information.

Marching groups, dignitaries, 
bands, floats, mini entries, and spe-
cial events should gather at Wilkins 
School by 9:15 to 9:30 am to avoid 
the last minute crush of traffic.  The 
parade starts off at 10:00 a.m.; Bos-
ton Post Road is closed at that time.  
Parking is behind the school only 
since the front of the school is used 
for the organization of the parade.

Fire engines line up opposite 
Wilkins School on Boston Post 
Road.  Dignitaries gather at the 
front corner of the entrance drive-
way near the school sign.  Floats 
and mini entries are assigned spots 
in the parking lot between the 
grassy areas.  Marching groups also 
have assigned spots which they can 
find with the help of the volunteers 
wearing orange vests or committee 
badges.  Judging of floats and mini 
entries will be at 9:30 am.  Bath-
rooms are available in the school. 
If it is hot, it is recommended that 
participants bring water to carry 
with them.

Antique cars will line up along 
New Boston Road with the excep-
tion of pre-WWII cars that will 

meet at the cemetery at the corner 
of Foundry Street, Davis Lane, and 
Christian Hill Rd.

Dogs planning to be in the Pup-
pies on Parade will meet at Spald-
ing Field which is at the same cor-
ner across from the cemetery.

Political campaigners gather on 
Jones Road where they will line up 
in assigned spots.

There is a stairway leading from 
the Wilkins School parking lot to 
the Jones Road area.  All campaign 
floats should go directly to Jones 
Road.

The Children’s Bicycle Parade 
forms on Knight’s Field which is the 
triangular lawn 

at the entrance of town when 
coming from Milford.  Judging will 
be at 9:45 am and the parade will be 
at 10:00 am.  Children riding bicy-
cles must be wearing helmets.

Insurance rules prohibit the 
throwing of anything, including 
candy, during the parade.

Thank you for helping make this 
a safe, happy, and entertaining pa-
rade!  

Painters and photographers from 
around Southern New Hamp-
shire will show and sell their work 
in Amherst  during the annual 4th 
of July celebration on the Amherst 
Town Common.  The show will run 
from 9:00 a.m. until 1:30 p.m. and 
will feature artists who work in oil, 
acrylic, watercolor, and mixed me-
dia as well as several fine art pho-
tographers.  Styles range from ab-
stract work to traditional scenes 
of New England and other places 
around the world.

Amherst’s 4th of July draws 
thousands of visitors, who come to 
watch the parade, meet friends and 
family, wander among the commu-

nity booths, have a bite to eat and 
stroll through Artist Alley to view 
and purchase art directly from the 
artist.  This year marks the 17th an-
nual Amherst Art Show and is a 
much anticipated part of the 4th of 
July celebration in Amherst.  

Last minute space is still avail-
able for a limited number of artists, 
and the participation fee is a mod-
est $25.   Area artists are invited to 
register and share their talent with 
others, and  the public is encour-
aged to attend the festivities and 
make the art show part of a day of 
celebration.  To find out more about 
the Art Show or to register, please 
contact Liz Morgan at 673-6448.   

Amherst artist, Marianne Stillwagon and her display of folk art.

On Monday, the Fourth of July, 
stop by the Green to watch how 
crafts were created in the past and 
are currently being kept alive by 
dedicated craftspeople today!  Lo-
cal craftspeople have volunteered 
to demonstrate their craft for spec-
tators on the Village Green on July 
4th.  They wil be located at the Town 
Hall end of the Green.  

There will be women with their 
spinning wheels, a craftsman mak-
ing Shaker Oval Boxes, a potter 
making tiles, a team of quilters 
showing us how to create quilts,  a 
woman demonstrating how to hook 

rugs, a blacksmith forging iron, a 
beekeeper with his demonstration 
hive, and a maple sugarer showing 
how to get syrup from the maple 
trees.  The demonstrations will run 
from 9:00 to 1:00 on the Green near 
the Town Hall.

The committee is indebted to the 
craftspeople who are giving their 
time for the demonstrations:  Cathy 
Joly, Elizabeth Skipper, Sybylle Tor-
now, Vinnie Anfuso, Pam Anfuso, 
Peter deBrunyn Kops, Bill Belvin, 
Keith Griffith, and the Souhegan 
Valley Quilting Guild.

The Amherst Fire Department 
Association is excited to announce 
a new addition to the town’s 4th of 
July Celebration with a “Battle of 
Badges” softball game to be played 
at Bean Field on Sunday, July 3rd, at 
5:30PM.  Members of the AFD As-
sociation and Amherst EMS have 
challenged the Milford Fire De-
partment to an old fashioned soft-
ball duel that will take place in the 
early evening before the fireworks.  
The general public is welcome to 
attend this free event and cheer on 
their favorite team.  During the ear-
ly evening’s activities, the AFD As-
sociation is planning some games, 
including a home run derby, with 
prizes up for grabs.

During the game, there will be 
fire apparatus and an ambulance to 
tour.  At the Bean Field, we will be 
serving hot dogs, peanuts, and cold 
drinks for a donation in support of 
the event.  Proceeds raised from the 
event will be split evenly between 
the participating departments, with 
a portion of the proceeds going to 
a September 11 Charity in memo-
ry of the 343 Firefighters/EMS per-
sonnel, 60 police officers, and thou-

sands of citizens lost 10 years ago 
this September.

The Amherst Fire Department 
Association is a not-for-profit orga-
nization consisting of call and full-
time current members of the Am-
herst Fire Department, as well as 
Honorary Members voted in by the 
active Association members. Hon-
orary Members are those Amherst 
firefighters who have completed 10 
or more years of service and are no 
longer active.  The mission of the As-
sociation is to provide fund raising 
activities in support of the member-
ship.  Funds raised are used to pur-
chase equipment, attend training, 
and purchase food for events and 
fire musters.  The Association also 
maintains a relief fund to support 
its members should they be injured 
in the line of duty and, as a result, 
suffer a loss of income. 

We look forward to seeing the 
public at this event.  Please join us 
as we celebrate our Nation’s Inde-
pendence.  Game time is 5:30PM on 
Sunday, July 3rd 2011 at Bean Field, 
next to Souhegan High School.  Just 
look for the big red trucks.

It’s time for the children in the 
family to get out the red, white and 
blue streamers and decorate their bi-
cycles!  The Fourth of July Children’s 
Bicycle Parade, run by Ann Hoag of 
the Amherst Lions Club, will form 
on Knight’s Field, the triangle of 
grass at the entrance to town, and 
proceed down Main Street, past the 
library, to the Town Hall.

The parade will be on Monday, 
July 4, and will start at 10:00 am.  
Judging will take place at 9:45.  Bi-
cycle decorations will be judged for 
originality, creativity, and effort on 
the part of the child.  There are five 
categories, four of which are based 

on age and each of which has a first, 
second, and third place prize of 
$5.00, $3.00, and $2.00 respective-
ly.  There is one general category of 
“carriages” and four categories of bi-
cycles:  0-6 years old, 7 and 8 years 
old, 9 and 10 years old, and 11 and 
12 years old.  Each child who enters 
the contest gets a participation rib-
bon.

Due to state law, all children rid-
ing bikes must be wearing a helmet.  
Decorating the helmet is not only 
permissible, but encouraged!

Join the fun—be a participant in 
the Children’s Bicycle Parade!

Thinkofusasyour  PersonalChauffeur

 
 

           

Family Vision Care
Dr. Philip S. Aubrey and ASSOCIATES

OPTOMETRISTS

Dr. Philip S. Aubrey • Dr. Sharon G. Perkins

81 Mont Vernon Street – Milford

673-1330
Evening and Weekend Hours Available

Member 
American Optometric Association
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