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Students in the News

Local high school students 
awarded Saint Michael’s  
College Book Award
For Leadership in Volunteer Ser-
vice & Academic Achievement

COLCHESTER, VT -- The fol-
lowing local high school students 
from Souhegan High School were 
awarded the 2011 Saint Michael’s 
College Book Award for Academ-
ic Achievement with a Social Con-
science:

Emily Ballantyne of Amherst,  
and Angela Blume of Amherst

The award recognizes students 
who demonstrate a commitment 
to leadership in volunteer service 
and academic achievement. Saint 
Michael’s, located in Burlington, 
Vermont, one of America’s top 10 
college towns, was founded on the 
belief that serving others is part of 
its Catholic tradition, and through 
the award seeks to honor those who 
demonstrate the true spirit of vol-
unteerism.

Award recipients, named at 
schools throughout the country, are 
high school juniors who are induct-
ees of the National Honor Society 
or an equivalent school-sponsored 
honors organization. They must 
demonstrate a commitment to ser-
vice activities in high school or 
community organizations, taking 
leadership roles in these activities.
Area residents graduate at 
Union College’s 217th   
Commencement

SCHENECTADY, NY - Local 
resident was among the 520 Union 

College students to graduate June 
12, 2011 during a ceremony on the 
College’s Hull Plaza: Lauren Sonei-
ra, a resident of Amherst,  received 
a Bachelor of Science degree major-
ing in Psychology.
Area Residents Named To 
Dean’s List At Quinnipiac  
University

HAMDEN, CT - The following 
area residents were named to the 
dean’ list for the Spring 2011 semes-
ter at Quinnipiac University:
Suzanne Berry of Amherst
Aidan Tatar of Amherst.
Tamara Bender of Mont Vernon

Area residents receive degrees 
from Clark University

WORCESTER, MA - The follow-
ing local residents received degrees 
from Clark University on Sunday, 
May 22.

Rachael K. Claborn, of Amherst, 
graduated summa cum laude with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. 
Claborn is a member of Fiat Lux 
Honor Society, Pi Sigma Alpha (the 
National Political Science Honor 
Society) and Psi Chi (the National 
Psychology Honor Society).

Carolyn K. Spitz, of Amherst, 
graduated with a Master of Arts 
in Community Development and 
Planning.
Bucknell Announces Dean’s 
List

LEWISBURG, Pa. — Bucknell 
University has released the dean’s 
list for outstanding academic 
achievement during the spring se-
mester of the 2010-11 academic 
year. A student must earn a grade 

point average of 3.5 or higher on a 
scale of 4.0 to receive dean’s list rec-
ognition. Meeting these standards:

 David E. Brundage, Amherst, 
son of Robert and Kathy Brundage 
of Amherst, and a 2009 graduate of 
Souhegan H S.
Tyler K. Green Graduates

HANOVER - Tyler K. Green of 
Amherst graduated from Dart-
mouth College on June 12th. Green 
was one of the 984 students in the 
class of 2011 to receive a diploma. 
He graduated with a B.A. in Gov-
ernment and a concentration in In-
ternational Relations.
Governor Presents Diploma to 
Amherst Student 

After years of being too ill to at-
tend school and being misdiag-
nosed…even being told by one 
doctor that she was suffering from 
depression, Jennifer Ehrlich was di-
agnosed with a rare parasite.  With 
only enough energy to study for a 
few hours a day, Jen worked with 
Summer Whitmore her teacher 
from Soaring High School to take 
advanced placement courses and 
exams. 

Soaring High is a groundbreaking 
organization established to provide 
individually designed high school 
courses for students who cannot, or 
chose not to attend a typical high 
school.  Jen is Soaring High’s first 
student and has been accepted to 
Stanford University.

Jen received her diploma in a spe-
cial graduation ceremony at the 

Statehouse on Thursday, June 16.  
Governor John Lynch presented the 
diploma to Jen in his office.  Jen is 
the daughter of Charles and Ann 
Ehrlich of Amherst. 
Local Residents Are Among 
Northeastern University’s 
2011 Graduating Class

BOSTON, MA - Northeastern 
University celebrated its 109th com-
mencement on Friday May 6th at 
TD Garden in Boston. The follow-
ing Amherst residents were among 
the 3,200 graduating seniors:

Joseph Charles Andrews, major-
ing in Business Administration, 
graduated. In addition, Joseph An-
drews graduated with high honors, 
Magna Cum Laude.

Anne J. Cochrane, majoring in 
Criminal Justice, graduated. In ad-
dition, Anne Cochrane graduat-
ed with high honors, Summa Cum 
Laude.

Evan M. Jost, majoring in Mathe-
matics/Physics, graduated. In addi-
tion, Evan Jost graduated with high 
honors, Magna Cum Laude.

Ryan R. Kenny, majoring in Me-
chanical Engineering, graduated.

Tatiana Kniazeva, majoring in 
Chemical Engineering, graduat-
ed. In addition, Tatiana Kniazeva 
graduated with high honors, Magna 
Cum Laude.

Ryan Myles Sweeney, student 
majoring in Physics, graduated. In 
addition, Ryan Sweeney graduat-
ed with high honors, Summa Cum 
Laude.

Local Residents Graduate from 
Boston College

CHESTNUT HILL, MA -- The 
following Amherst residents gradu-
ated from Boston College:

* Meagan Comstock has gradu-
ated cum laude with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from the Universi-
ty’s Carolyn A. and Peter S. Lynch 
School of Education with a Human 
Development major.

* Lauren Hill has graduated cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree from the University’s William 
F. Connell School of Nursing with a 
major in Nursing.

* Samuel Lawrence has graduated 
with a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the University’s College of Arts and 
Sciences with a major in English, 
Philosophy.

* Julian Yu has graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree from the 
University’s College of Arts and Sci-
ences with a major in Political Sci-
ence.

Some 3,700 undergraduate and 
graduate students received degrees 
at the University’s 135th Com-
mencement Exercises, held on May 
23 in Alumni Stadium on the Bos-
ton College campus in Chestnut 
Hill, Mass.
Local Residents Named to 
Stonehill College’s Fall Dean’s 
List

EASTON, MA - Stonehill Col-
lege recently named the following 
local residents to its Dean’s List for 
the Spring 2011 semester.

Amherst resident Samantha 
M. April, a member of the class of 
2011.

Amherst resident Lindsay M. 
Bock, a member of the class of 
2012.

To qualify for the Dean’s List at 
Stonehill, students must have a se-
mester grade point average of 3.50 
or better and must have completed 
successfully all courses for which 
they were registered.
Local students Make Dean’s 
List at Tufts University

MEDFORD, MA - Tufts Univer-
sity recently announced the Dean’s 
List for the Spring 2011 semester.

Among these students are:
Hannah Will of Mont Vernon, Class 
of 2012.
Molly Mirhashem of Mont Vernon, 
Class of 2014.

Dean’s List honors at Tufts Uni-
versity require a semester grade 
point average of 3.4 or greater.
Local Students Named to 
Dean’s List at the University of 
Vermont

BURLINGTON, VT - The follow-
ing area students have been named 
to the dean’s list for the spring 2011 
semester at the University of Ver-
mont:

Timothy A. Andreasen of Am-
herst, a sophomore Business Ad-
ministration major in the School of 
Business Administration.

Meredith Baptist of Amherst, a 
sophomore Communication Sci-
ence major in the College of Arts & 
Sciences.

Villanova University Announces 
2011 Graduates

VILLANOVA, PA -  The follow-
ing Amherst residents received un-
dergraduate degrees from Villanova 
University at the 2011 Commence-
ment Ceremony on May 15, in Vil-
lanova Stadium: Meghan Barowski, 
Molly McNary and Daniel Parolin. 
Local Students Graduate From 
Stonehill College

EASTON, MA - The following 
Amherst students recently graduat-
ed from Stonehill College. Saman-
tha Marie April graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.  Kathryn 
Ann Buonadonna graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.

Alisha Sterling Wielgoszinski 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree.
Local Residents Named to 
Stonehill College’s Spring 
2011 Dean’s List

EASTON, MA - Stonehill Col-
lege recently named the following 
Amherst residents to its Dean’s List 
for the Spring 2011 semester.
Samantha M. April, a member of 
the class of 2011.
Lindsay M. Bock, a member of the 
class of 2012.
Kevin M. Leonard, a member of the 
class of 2013.
Caroline R. Sheldon, a member of 
the class of 2012.
Alisha S. Wielgoszinski, a member 
of the class of 2011.
Mont Vernon resident Tate M. 
Molaghan, a member of the class 
of 2014.

To qualify for the Dean’s List at 
Stonehill, students must have a se-
mester grade point average of 3.50 
or better and must have completed 
successfully all courses for which 
they were registered.
Local Students Make the 
Dean’s List at Miami University

OXFORD, OH - Miami Univer-
sity students who achieved a 3.5 or 
better grade point average for sec-
ond semester 2010-2011 have been 
named to the dean’s list recognizing 
academic performance.  Meredith 
Ashley Joyce of Amherst. 
Applewild School Announces 
Honor Roll

FITCHBURG, MA - Applewild 
School’s Head of School, Christo-
pher Williamson, and Head of Up-
per School, Erica Hager are pleased 
to announce the following students’ 
honor roll status for the second se-
mester.

The following student of Am-
herst: 6th graders MacGuinness 
Galinson; Effort High Honors and 
Academic High Honors, David Ja-
noschek; Effort Honors and Aca-
demic Honors, Ryan Quinlan; Ef-
fort High Honors and Academic 
High Honors, 8th grader Benjamin 
Janoschek, Effort Honors and Aca-
demic High Honors.  In order to 
qualify for academic high honors, a 
student must obtain an overall se-
mester average of A- or better with 
all grades of B or higher.  To qual-
ify for academic honors, a student 
must obtain an overall semester av-
erage of B or better with no C’s.

played on the varsity golf team; sang 
for Encore, a select singing group; 
and was a member of the Conserva-
tion Club.

Rachel Moss, daughter of Ray-
mond and Marlene Moss of Am-
herst, NH, graduated with distinc-
tion from The Derryfield School and 
plans to attend Tufts University. A 
member of the National Honor So-
ciety and an AP Scholar with Hon-
ors, Rachel earned the Wellesley 
Book Award her junior year and the 
School’s Drama Award and Span-
ish Award her senior year. A tal-
ented singer and performer, Rachel 
was inducted into the Internation-
al Thespian Society her sophomore 
year; sang for Encore, a select sing-
ing group; and played significant 
roles in Derryfield’s musicals for the 
past four years. She earned a 2011 
Service Award for her work as an 
active volunteer, serving as co-pres-
ident of the School’s Key Club and 
as a group leader and Spanish trans-
lator for Breakthrough Manches-
ter’s Super Saturday program. Ra-
chel was co-editor of “Lamplighter,” 
the student newspaper; played JV 
Field Hockey; and was a four-year 
member of the varsity tennis team, 
earning All-Conference honors and 
the School’s Class of 1970 award for 
tennis her senior year.

Charlotte Walters, daughter of 
Bruce and Martha Walters of Am-
herst, NH, graduated from The Der-
ryfield School and plans to attend 
Savannah College of Art and De-
sign. Charlotte is a talented athlete 
and artist. She played varsity field 
hockey for two years and was a four-
year member and captain of the var-
sity lacrosse team. For lacrosse, she 
earned All-State honors for three 
years, received the School’s Class 
of 1970 Award her senior year, and 
was recognized as the highest-scor-
ing player in the School’s history. 
She worked for three years on the 
school yearbook, serving as co-edi-
tor her senior year, and was a tour 
guide for the admission office.

FROM MONT VERNON:
Ian Will, son of Eric and Suzanne 

Will of Mont Vernon, NH, graduat-
ed with distinction from The Der-
ryfield School and plans to attend 
Bucknell University. Ian is a gifted 
athlete and a member of the School’s 
Top Ten Club for students who have 
competed in ten or more seasons 
of team sports. He was a five-year 
member of the crew team, a five-year 
member and two-year captain of the 
swim team, and a four-year member 
of the lacrosse team which won the 
Div. III State Championship his ju-
nior year. Ian qualified for the New 
England Swim Championships sev-
eral times and earned the School’s 
Class of 1970 Award for swimming. 
He earned All-State honors in la-
crosse for four years and earned Ac-
ademic All-American honors his se-
nior year, in addition to earning the 
NHIAA/NHADA Scholar-Athlete 
Award. His junior year, Ian received 
Derryfield’s Matthew L. Young Me-
morial Scholarship, given to a ju-
nior who has had an enduring im-
pact on the Derryfield community. 
His senior year, Ian was selected as 
the school’s 2011 Athlete of the Year 
and received the Ken Piatt Memori-
al Scholarship, given to the student 
who combines excellence in athlet-
ics with outstanding achievement. 
Ian also received the 2011 D.A.R. 
Good Citizen Award; was a member 
of the Conservation Club; and sang 
with Encore, a select singing group.

The Derryfield School is a coedu-
cational, non-sectarian, college-pre-
paratory day school currently serv-
ing 380 bright, motivated students 
in grades 6-12. Our purpose is two-
fold: to guide a student’s academic 
growth through the acquisition of 
sound study habits and the devel-
opment of analytical, independent 
thinking skills; and to foster each 
child’s social, emotional, and ethi-
cal growth. For more information 
about the School, please visit the 
website at www.derryfield.org.

u The Derryfield School   continued from page 15Amherst residents receive Honorable Mention 
in art show at Fitchburg Art Museum

Students in the sixth grade at Ap-
plewild School in Fitchburg recently 
participated in a juried art show at 
the Fitchburg Art Museum.  Muse-
um employees, including Director 
Peter Timms, were the judges for the 
event, which was held in conjunc-
tion with the school.  The theme of 
the project assigned by art teacher 
Sara Sanford was birds.  Students 
chose an artist to research and then 
created sculptures that represented 
the artist, the artist’s style, or a par-
ticular work by the artist.  Parents 
and others were invited to tour the 

exhibit at a reception where win-
ners were announced.  Shown here 
are Amherst residents David Ja-
noschek, who received Honorable 
Mention for his sculpture repre-
senting Winslow Homer, and Mac 
Galinson, who also received Hon-
orable Mention for his work repre-
senting artist Salvador Dali.  Also 
participating from Amherst was 
Ryan Quinlan whose artist was Ed-
ward Hopper.  The exhibit is on dis-
play at the museum throughout the 
month of June.

Souhegan High School Student Recognized at 2011 New Hampshire High School Film Festival
Sophomore, Kaitlyn Maloney, wins Jury Award for Wintercession Film

 Congratulations to Kaitlin Malo-
ney and the rest of this year’s Win-
tercession Guerilla Film Produc-
tion of “Speed Date: Love at First 
Scythe.” Kaitlin was recognized 
this past weekend at the 2011 New 
Hampshire High School Student 
Film Festival with a Jury Award for 
her outstanding achievement in the 

Comedy category.  “Speed Date” 
was one of 56 films submitted to 
this years festival from students all 
across the state. While Kaitlin ac-
cepted the award, it was truly col-
laborative effort, and great gratitude 
goes out to each of the members of 
the 2011 Wintercession Guerilla 
Film course. Two other films from 

Souhegan students were recognized 
and took part in the two plus hour 
festival this past Saturday (6/18) 
at the New Hampshire Technical 
College in Concord. “Chimera” by 
newly graduated Keller Nunley, and 
“Scream” another 2011 Guerilla 
Film production by Mary Ferguson, 
Alex Kibbey, and Kelsie Mack, were 

also scored favorably by the judges 
and invited to take part in the fes-
tival as one of the top 24 films sub-
mitted. 

This is the second year in a row 
that a student from Souhegan has 
captured the Best Comedy award, 
as Keller Nunley won the honor last 
year with his film “Mustache.”

Top Decile Appeal Fails
By Cliff Ann Wales

 
AMHERST - The elimination of 

the top decile at Souhegan High 
School has come front and center 
this spring.  The Souhegan High 
School Community Council voted 
to eliminate the distinction of top 
decile beginning next year.  

Community Council is a student 
led body with twenty student mem-
bers, ten members of the faculty, 
and five members from the Am-
herst and Mont Vernon communi-
ties, and ten students are elected in 
the fall as “at-large” members. 

The objective of the proposal to 
remove the ranking system from 
Souhegan was based on the rea-
soning that it unfairly compares 
students to their own classmates. 
This can cause a misrepresentation 
of the student when looked at by 
colleges.  Without the decile rank-
ing colleges will need to focus on 
the whole student and his/her GPA 
rather than as a comparison to her 
classmates.  

During the appeal process, Mi-
chael Heaney who wrote the appeal 
spoke to the students describing 
parents as stakeholders at Souhe-

gan.  He questioned the depth of 
research before the decision was 
made, is this an example of just fol-
lowing national trends and is it re-
ally fair and decent to juniors.  

Mr. Heaney said, ”I urge you to 
vote for the appeal and move the 
discussion forward.”

Many students spoke against 
the appeal because “there are oth-
er ways to celebrate excellence;” “if 
90% oppose it [decile ranking], isn’t 
that a reason to eliminate it; other 
students work just as hard as the 
top decile but aren’t recognized; 
only 10% of kids benefit, not fair 
to everyone else; and students will 
take more rigorous classes.

Parents voiced their concern that 
unintended consequences have 
been overlooked.  That colleges will 
not be given enough information 
about Souhegan applicants.  With-
out something else in place, this is 
unfair.

The appeal was denied.  But, there 
is more to come.  Principal Jon In-
gram will meet with Guidance to 
discuss the issue.  An appeal has 
been made to the Souhegan School 
Board.

School News

Whether your child is in first grade or 12th, high school 
graduation is just around the corner. Fortunately, Edward 
Jones can help you put together a strategy to save and 
pay for college. Using our education funding tool, we can 
estimate future expenses at over 3,000 schools, and then 
recommend a financial strategy based on your unique 
needs. Remember, the longer you put off preparing for 
college, the harder it’ll be to pay for it.

graduation is no time to learn

you haven’t saved
enough for college.

For a free, personalized college cost report, call or visit today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

Brian S McGuigan
Financial Advisor
.

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

Marc D Chareth
Financial Advisor
.

1 Elm Street
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-3957
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.

1 Elm Street
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Infant

Pediatrics

Orthodontics &
Invisalign  

Adult & Cosmetic 
Dentistry

Hampshire Place, 72 South River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110

603.624.3900 www.LindnerDental.com    

Board Certified Pediatric 
& Orthodontic Specialists

I feel honored that
so many parents

trust me with
their most
valuable players.

Dr. Luis Englander

For tips and info, 
visit Lindner Dental 

on Facebook
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