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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.
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and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
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any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
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Every Donation Makes A   
Difference For Boys and Girls Club
To the editor:

The mission of the Boys & Girls Club of Souhegan Valley is to enable all 
young people, especially those who need us most, to be great today and 
reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens tomor-
row. We believe our mission is more important than ever. By giving kids and 
teens a safe, positive place to be after school and during vacations, we build 
a stronger community. Kids attending our programs learn new skills and 
values such as leadership, respect, community, and integrity. Staff members 
and volunteers provide young people with guidance, a sense of belonging 
and the skills they need to succeed in life. They help kids see that they can 
be whatever they want to be – regardless of their situation at home.

Every year, the Boys & Girls Club of Souhegan Valley serves almost 800 
members and thousands of other youth in our community, but we can’t do 
it without support from the community! Our need for fundraising has in-
creased dramatically over the past few years as federal, state and foundation 
funding has been reduced to less than $60,000 a year from over $250,000 
just four years ago due to the economy and government budget cuts.

We are asking members of our community to donate to our It Just Takes 
One Annual Campaign. Funds raised in this campaign are be used for gen-
eral operating expenses and are absolutely necessary to continue to provide 
meaningful programs for children in our community. We have been chal-
lenged by an anonymous donor to raise more than $110,000 by August 31st. 
If we meet this goal, they will match dollar for dollar beyond that amount.  
We have $15,000 remaining to meet this challenge!  You can help us reach 
our goal by making a financial contribution.

Every donation makes a difference.  Your financial commitment will en-
able us to continue the work that will shape our community and the future 
of our members. Please make a donation to BGCSV, PO Box 916, Milford, 
N.H. 03055 or visit www.svbgc.org and click on donate.

Sincerely,
Bob Heaton, Board Member and An-
nual Campaign Chair

New Hampshire Can Do Better!
To the editor:

Our new state budget of $10.3 billion is an 11% reduction in state ex-
penditures from current levels.  How do our state legislators really think 
that more jobs will be created by cutting spending and taxes.  Spending 
cuts mean layoffs.  The private sector has laid off workers dramatically in 
the past two or three decades as they relocated jobs to China and India.  
Now our state and federal legislators will create thousands of layoffs of pub-
lic sector employees.  Here in NH, an estimated 1500 state and university    
employees will lose their jobs.  Because unemployment insurance in NH is 
meager, small businesses will be hard pressed.  Laid off people don’t spend 
money.

Job creation requires educated workers, yet the republicans at the state 
house cut $11 million from the community colleges and over $80 million 
from the NH state university system.  The cost of the state public university 
system in NH has always had high tuition when compared to other states.  
(A comparison of other state public university system tuitions ranked NH 
the 3rd highest with a yearly tuition of $12,743 in 2010 (See www.hech.
wa.gov).  Federal educational officials noted that NH has passed the highest 
budget cuts to its 4-year university system of any state in the union during 
this past year.

Then there are the unnecessary tax cuts on various licenses.  However, 
the most egregious tax cut is the 10 cent tax reduction on a pack of ciga-
rettes.  Research indicates that as the price of cigarettes increase by 10%, 
there is a decrease of 11.9% in the number of new teenage smokers. (www.
tobacofreekids.org/research/factsheet)   Such an inappropriate tax cut pan-
ders to business interests who don’t care about the health and welfare of 
our youth.  Nicotine is almost 3 times more addictive than heroine; and by 
now everyone can agree that cancer, heart disease and stroke are often the 
ending diseases for cigarette smokers.   

All of these budget cuts and tax increases are quite unnecessary.  We 
have the 7th highest per capita income in the nation at $42,831 in 2010; 
have only 4.5% unemployment; yet we are ranked 49th in state tax burden 
of any state in the union.  (www.nd.govtax)  We are now in last place in 
state support for higher education.   We should be ashamed of our legisla-
tors and ourselves for gutting our social welfare programs and higher edu-
cational systems when we are obviously a low tax state with high wages. 
(www.infoplease.com)

Taxes are the price of a civilized educated populace as well as for smooth 
highways and decent infrastructure.  We can no longer live like the lone 
ranger on the prairie.  We need to live as a community which can support 
each other for the greater good of all.

Nancy Iannuzzelli
Amherst

It Was A Great Celebration!
To the editor:

Although the weather forecast was ominous this year for the evening of 
July 3 and the morning of July 4, the thunderstorms did not materialize and 
the fireworks, parade and green activities went off as planned with a few ex-
ceptions.  The evening of July 3 featured the fire department’s hot dogs and 
softball game, Undertow Band, tarot card reading, face painting, Magic by 
George, the Amherst Town Band Concert, and fireworks but the hot air 
balloon rides, the caricaturist, and the hamburgers were cancelled because 
of the uncertainties caused by the weather.  The Fourth of July Committee 
apologizes to those who came expecting to have hamburgers for dinner 
only to find that they were limited to pizza and hot dogs.  

Our thanks go to Granite State Credit Union for being a major sponsor 
of the fireworks.  They have made the fireworks display possible for sev-
eral years and deserve our appreciation and support.  Norm Wrenn of Bot-
L-Gas is another financial backer who made it possible to have Magic by 
George again this year.  Additional supporters to whom we are grateful 
include Atlas Pyrovision, Jake’s Ice Cream, and Sal’s Pizza.  Thanks are also 
due to Kristi Parker, otherwise known as Krickey the Clown, who contrib-
uted her face painting skills , and to Mark Hume and his wife Brenda, who 
donated their time to spin endless cones of cotton candy.

 The morning of the Fourth was warm and sunny and the parade stepped 
off on time.  The parade included the children’s bicycles, fire engines and 
an EMs ambulance, local and state dignitaries, past Citizens of the Year, 
bands, floats and mini entries, mini-kars, the wheelmen, antique autos, 
puppies on parade, clowns, New Hampshire Revolutionary War and Civil 
War regiments, Uncle Sam on Stilts, marchers, Silver Lining Circus Camp 
acrobats, Sea Cadets, and politicians.   Responsible for the presence of the 
many news media photographers were presidential candidates Mitt Rom-
ney and Jon Huntsman who greeted spectators, bought lemonade from the 
Foulks’ boys, and shook many, many hands.

 Activities on the village green included the annual Art Show, old fash-
ioned craft demonstrations, children’s games and activities, Pocket Ladies, 
a petting zoo, and a dog show that featured people telling about their pets.   
The new reviewing stand was presented to the town by the Lions Club.  
Charlie Vars, the person who worked hard to make the stand possible, was 
chosen as Citizen of the Year.  Louise Marley was also honored for her 32 
years of contributing to the success of the Fourth of July celebration.  Kate 
Hollister was recognized for submitting the winning pin design, and Diane 
Hirst and Judith Jones were thanked for their years of work on the Fourth 
of July Committee.

The Fourth of July Committee is appreciative of the efforts of all the 
volunteers who worked on the floats, marched in the parade, helped with 
the fireworks, manned booths, brought their animals for the petting zoo, 
demonstrated old fashioned crafts, helped with the parade formation at 
Wilkins, or worked to set up the village green in preparation for the activi-
ties there.  In addition, without the help of the Amherst town departments, 
there would be no celebration.  The police and fire departments and the de-
partment of public works all cooperated to the fullest to make the celebra-
tion a success.

Deserving many, many thanks are the members of the Fourth of July 
Committee:  Caroline Arnold, Mary Beyers, Charlene Carper, George 
Coddington, Diane Desimone, Lydia Greene, MB Lincoln, Meredith Lock-
wood, Katherine Lockwood, Mary Mahar, Liz Morgan, Jeff Odhner, Bill 
Overholt, Liz Overholt, Reed Panasiti, Gretchen Pyles, Bob Schaumann, 
Paula Schmida, Phil Sellers, Chris Shaver, Debbie Spellman, Peggy Stokes 
and Noel Ward.   It was a great celebration and they are the ones who made 
it so!

Nancy Head
Chair, Fourth of July Committee

Budget Balancing Woes
To the editor:

The U. S. debt, over $14 trillion, is a big problem. Servicing this debt is 
about a third of our federal budget. To bring down the deficit, Republicans 
say, “We must cut spending.”  Indeed, we have over-spent, conducting two 
wars and creating Medicare Part D without funding these costs. At the 
same time, we reduced revenues with major tax cuts in 2001. We may now 
be able to wind down our costly efforts in the Mid-East, reducing the deficit 
by a trillion. Other cuts are indeed possible, but what about increasing rev-
enue, by allowing the 2001 tax rate cuts on the wealthy to expire, and clos-
ing tax loopholes?  

House Speaker Mitch McConnell said recently, “We can’t increase taxes 
because that will kill job creation and hurt the economy.” This assertion is 
not supported by economic history. Tax rates are at a 60-year low (among 
the lowest of any country) and still we have major recessions. Conversely, 
when top marginal tax rates were much higher (like double), we had long 
periods of economic growth and full employment. Also, the claim doesn’t 
make sense. What creates jobs is expanding business opportunity (market 
demand), not putting more money in investor’s pockets. If you have $1 mil-
lion in mutual funds, and can make a greater return putting it into an ex-
panding business, how much you invest will depend on the business plan. 
You will not invest more (or less) than what is needed. Having $10 million in 
the bank does not change the business outlook. In other words, those with 
wealth, the investors, are not really the job creators. The job creators are the 
entrepreneurs and business people who find opportunities and, if necessary, 
seek funding to go after them. And there is plenty of funding available.

Why do we still hear this fallacy that we can’t increase tax revenues with-
out hurting our economy? One reason is that politicians know the average 
voter hears “tax increases” as “bad” regardless of what government benefits 
and programs they may be supporting, or even whether their own taxes 
would be affected. For example, rather than maintain funding, our one-
sided budget balancing strategy has cost our economy over a million public 
sector jobs, mostly in education, over the last two years. No wonder unem-
ployment remains over 9%.

John G. David
Amherst

Thanks for Caring
To the editor:

 
After spending a few hours at Jasper Valley Swim & Tennis Club with 

my friends Sam and August last Sunday afternoon, we decided to head to 
Moulton’s to get something to eat. I had a “brilliant” idea to ride my long 
board just for fun. August and Sam were trailing behind me as I started to 
pick up speed heading downhill, then more speed, then . . . uh oh . . . TOO 
MUCH SPEED! It quickly became apparent to my friends that I had lost 
control and then . . . sure enough . . . WIPE OUT!! My skateboard went 
zooming one way while I toppled and tumbled eventually coming to a 
complete stop on Boston Post Rd. The good news is I was wearing my hel-
met, the bad news is I had quite a few road rashes on my chest, arms, and 
shoulders. My friends took good care of me - they even flagged down an ice 
cream truck to get me some “comfort food”. We eventually made our way 
to Moulton’s which is the main reason I am writing this. Thank you to the 
kind woman who was working behind the front counter at Moulton’s that 
afternoon. She made sure that all of my wounds were taken care of, cleaned 
out and that i had no broken bones. It’s nice to know that small towns still 
live up to that kind of caring, decent, and thoughtful attitude that many 
think no longer exists today. Oh, and thanks to August and Sam too!

 
James Kibbie
8th Grader, Amherst Middle School
Mont Vernon

A Summer Concert In Amherst 
To the editor:

Like a breath of Norman Rockwell, the Amherst Commons came alive 
Tuesday, transformed by the Amoskeag Strummers with an evening con-
cert for all ages. 

Summer music mixed with a whisper soft breeze before an audience that 
settled into park benches and spread across blankets. A rainbow of folding 
chairs rocked in toe-tapping time as The Saints Came Marching In. Chil-
dren raced behind the Strummers “band-stand” (grass and oak trees) in a 
concert-long game of bare-footed tag. Genuine, if polite, applause followed 
each song with occasional bursts of more vigorous appreciation for Strum-
mer solos in banjos, horns, reeds and spoons. (Yes – spoons!) 

The four-generation audience Looked Over Four Leaf Clovers that all of 
us in Amherst surely have overlooked before. Citizens surprised themselves 
pulling lyrics from treasured songs out of memory’s thin air and then – de-
lighted - joining in on the next refrain. I don’t know the names of the Strum-
mers. Please trust me when I say each and every one is a town treasure. And 
where is a cell phone camera or video when you really need it? 

This was one of the very few things I’d really WANT to see on You-Tube. 
While hoping somebody in the crowd captured images of the event, I’m at a 
loss selecting which picture would tell the story. 

From the golden sunset lifted straight off a Saturday Evening Post cover 
to a young mother kissing her toddler transfixed both by the music and the 
moment, it was a summer night to be savored. The tuba player was best 
observed from behind. With each deep series of oom-pha’s, her shoulders 
moved like a maestro’s baton, a mesmerizing metronome of shrugs, shifts 
and sways. Banjos served as the front line of a team replete in white pants 
and peppermint shirts. Strummer vocalists took turns and each one sang 
like they just loved that particular song. I’m pretty sure it was because they 
did. 

\The back row of coronet, clarinet, tuba and trombone added more than 
volume to the banjos’ rhythm, kicking in Dixie-land thrills that would do 
Bourbon Street proud. 

The July day had been one of the hottest of the year so far. Maybe that was 
what kept the bugs to a minimum. Maybe it was why the kids all seemed like 
young colts, speeding bolts of giggles across fields of cool grass just because 
they could … and because it wasn’t so tongue-dragging hot. 

After dinner but before bed-time. The shade in the common was just the 
right mix of fading light and dropping temps. It was a lemonade night. But 
the background of the picture was, to me, the best part of the evening. A 
swarm of wide-eyed pre-schoolers surrounded a circular, multi-hued nylon 
canopy. With tiny fingers clutching the edge in white-knuckled excitement, 
the little ones launched soft plastic balls skyward under the direction of a 
patient (ever-so) Mom. Leaving video games behind, a green flip-flop was 
transformed at once into a Frisbee, only later to become a relay race baton 
until finally becoming the dreaded “it” tool of a game where both tag-er and 
tag-ee laughed when the “it” changed hands. 

Not a single tear was shed, not one cry of sibling angst was heard. One 
little blond girl in a yellow dress laughed as she ran away from taggers un-
seen. A retired couple shared a cooler of juice. My favorite? An elementary 
school-age boy was a study in concentration as he flipped a wooden stick to 
a target yards away. Flip. Score. Retrieve. Repeat as desired … or until you 
hit the jackpot. 

This night had something for everyone. More than a few grandparents 
shared the evening with their grand kids. Couples held hands. Everybody 
clapped. It was small town America at its finest. If you weren’t too sure of 
that in the middle of the concert, you knew it at the end. The last song was 
God Bless America. Everybody stood. And everybody sang. As the band 
pleaded for Bill Bailey to please come home, I was struck by how much I had 
missed in Amherst these last fourteen years. Town Summer Concerts! My 
very first one. Where have I been? Probably the same place as most of you. 
What else have I missed? I don’t know. But I know this: This is the Amherst 
all of us wanted when we moved here. This is the Amherst all of us hope our 
kids will have. Well, folks, it was here Tuesday night, my Great Discovery of 
2011. And it will be here a few more Tuesday’s this summer with the Am-
herst Town Band and a children’s band. 

My hope is all of you discover a Summer Tuesday In The Common as fun 
as the one I found. Next Tuesday? You never know – the Strummers are a 
tough act to follow. But, if you decide to give it a try, I promise I’ll see you 
there. 

Mark Drake  
Amherst  


