
�  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  J U L Y   2 6 ,   2 0 1 1  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Town NewsEvents Calendar
August 3rd  SOCRATES CAFE – 

Join us as we bring philosophy to the everyday individual through a gathering for 
those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old ques-
tions of “What is ...? Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of be-
ing attacked for having an opinion that is different? Share in learning how to think, 
not what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toadstool 
Bookstore in Milford at 7 p.m.

Community Resource Fair
Greater Milford Outreach (GMO) is hosting a Community Resource Fair on Thurs-

day, September 15th, from 9 – 11 a.m., at the Milford Town Hall.  All non-profits 
and agencies that serve the people of the Souhegan Valley are invited to partici-
pate.  Booth space is free but must be reserved in advance.  Please contact Susan 
Drew, Milford Welfare Director, sdrew@milford.nh.gov, in order to reserve a booth. 

 The budgets are tight this year and getting tighter.  GMO is hosting this fair in 
order that the local towns, school districts, police and agencies serving those in 
need in this area can come together to learn more about the resources available. 

 Greater Milford Outreach (GMO) is an organization for anyone interested in ex-
changing ideas for better serving children and families in the greater Milford area.  
GMO seeks to create a network among area human services, schools, the court 
system, parents and community members.

Amherst Town Library

Summer Movie Showings
Watch a movie on our big screen! The library is dry on a rainy day 

and cool on a hot day!  No registration required.

Children’s Movie Matinees - Tuesdays @ 2 PM   
Bring your water bottle and a pillow, we’ll provide the popcorn
Now through- August 16

Teen Movie Showcase - Thursdays @ 6 PM  
Free soda and pizza!
July 28,  August 11 

International Film Nights -  Thursdays @ 6:30 PM  
Lemonade and popcorn will be served! 
August 7
For detailed movie listings, please visit the library or call 673-2288.

Virtually all segments of the course can 
accommodate 5 to 8 runners abreast. 
There are no paved surfaces, no houses, 
and no vehicular traffic on the wood-
ed course. The start-finish area is an 8+ 
acre field offering unobstructed viewing 
and good course visibility. There is ample 
space for parking, tents (overnight camp-
ing permitted), and concessions. This 
venue also offers excellent opportuni-
ties for product placement and display in 
close proximity to a captive audience. For 
further details concerning the event, go 
to Twilight Challenge or Contact Infor-
mation.    

Proceeds of this fundraising half mara-
thon and ultra-marathon will benefit the 
Amherst Land Trust and ecological/bio-
diversity research programs conducted 
by Souhegan High School in southern 
New Hampshire in collaboration with the 
El Eden Eco Reserve in Quinta Ru, Mexi-

co, under the auspices of HABITATNET: 
a Global Biodiversity Monitoring project. 
Fundraising prizes include the opportu-
nity for up to five persons to travel to and 
conduct biodiversity research at EL Eden.  
The Amherst Land Trust is a 501(c)(3) 
private nonprofit organization incorpo-
rated in The State of New Hampshire. We 
seek to protect potentially developable 
land so as to preserve the rural aesthetic 
of our community, conserve natural re-
sources, and preserve open space for ac-
tive and passive recreation. We are active-
ly seeking sponsorship from corporations 
and organizations that share our inter-
est in land preservation and stewardship 
and who are invested in the development 
and promotion of environmental prod-
ucts and services or who serve environ-
mentally conscious clients. One or two 
primary sponsors are being sought to un-
derwrite event costs. 

u “The Alt Twilight Challenge”   continued from page 1

Town Hall Notes

Executive Assistant Retires
By Gary MacGuire, Amherst Town Administrator

The long term “face” of the Town Hall retired on July 14th 
after 25 years of dedicated service.   Sharon Frydlo, who has 
worked tirelessly with all four of the Town Administrators in 
the town’s history during her tenure, will be greatly missed.   
Her knowledge, along with her friendly and always helpful at-
titude, will be greatly missed by the citizens and all those who 
serve the town.  She certainly has earned the right to enjoy her 
retirement and all who know her wish her the very best.  It will 
be a monumental task to replace her.”  

Among the multitude of tasks and duties that Sharon has 
been responsible for, many would recognize her from her pres-
ence at every Board of Selectmen meeting where she takes the 
minutes and provides a wealth of information to Board mem-
bers and the Town Administrator.  In addition, she has served 
as the Town Welfare Officer; providing compassionate support 
to those in need of town assistance.  Most people would know 
Sharon as the person to see or call with any question related to 
the town or town government.

New Ambulance In-Service July 27
By Brian Gleason

Coming a long way from its 1970’s origins, Amherst EMS 
welcomes a new state-of-the-art 2011 ambulance next week af-
ter a year of searching.  The new “AEV Trauma Hawk” will re-
place one of the town’s two aging 2001 ambulances to provide 
paramedic level services to the residents of Amherst and Mont 
Vernon.

Town Administrator Selection Begins
By Brian Gleason

The Town of Amherst closed accepting applications for the 
position of Town Administrator on 7/20/11. The town is seek-
ing a dynamic, articulate and experienced administrator to 
manage the daily municipal operations of the town and has re-
ceived numerous qualified applications.   The Board of Select-
men will now begin an extensive review of the applicants as the 
first step of a comprehensive hiring process.
Interim Town Administrator Begins

The Town has contracted with Municipal Resources Inc of 
Meredith, NH for interim Town Administrator duties upon 
the retirement of Town Administrator MacGuire.  Christo-
pher Rose, a retired town manager with over 18 years of service, 
began part-time work in Amherst today for approximately 20 
hours a week until a new town administrator is selected.   Chris 
can be contacted at 673-6041 x209, though due to his part time 
status he may not always be able to get back to you immedi-
ately.

Mack Hill Road Reconstruction Update
By Gary MacGuire, Amherst Town Administrator

The next significant road reconstruction project as part of 
the bond approved last year to rebuild nearly 23 miles of roads 
throughout the town will be kicking off right after the July 4th 
weekend. The work on Mack Hill Road, north of Dodge Road, 
will be performed by Contintental Paving who did such a great 
job last year on the Spring Road reconstruction.  A neighbor-
hood meeting was held on June 29th and many residents filled 
the Town Hall to hear more about the plans.  The meeting was 
a great step in creating good communication between the town 
and the residents who will be most affected by the reconstruc-
tion.  This website, as well as local radio and television outlets, 
will be utilized to inform motorists of any traffic delays or de-
tours.  Commuters who regularly use the road are encouraged 
to find alternate routes this summer and fall.

Mosquito Surveillance – July Update
Dragon Mosquito Control, Inc. crews are in Town setting up 

lighted mosquito traps for sample mosquito collection and test-
ing at the state lab in Concord.  They will be in clearly identi-
fied white pickup trucks and wearing bright red shirts with the 
Dragon Mosquito logo and camouflage pants. 
July Update

Town wide mosquito surveillance & control measures con-
tinue this month after a continued treatment focus was con-
ducted in 41breeding grounds locations in Amherst during the 
month of June. Due to the recent inclement weather conditions, 
additional new locations will be identified, assessed and treat-
ed.

International Movie Nights At The Library

And the Award Goes to... Charlie Vars
By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – Char-
lie Vars was recognized 
as Citizen of the Year 
2011 at the July 4th cer-
emonies on the com-
mon.  “Wait a minute 
– I thought he already 
received that award,” 
thought most people 
in the crowd includ-
ing this reporter.  For 
sure we had recognized 
Charlie before, hadn’t 
we?  

Charlie has a long 
reputation of being the 
“go to guy” if you need 
to get something done 
in town.  He has a long 
history of civic and 
community service.  
Also he is a 32 degree 
Mason and Shriner.  

Charlie and his wife 
Rolinda moved to Amherst 37 years  ago. 
And since then, his love affair with Am-
herst has never waned.  He has been a 
builder for 42 years, constructing homes 
and businesses in the area, including the 
Meeting Place.  He offered his building 
expertise to the Amherst and Souhegan 
Congregational Churches during their 
respective building projects and served 
on the Clark School addition building 
committee.

John Swanson, president of the Am-
herst Lions Club, shared some examples 
of the volunteer work Charlie has done 
through the Lions Club which included 
serving pancakes for 30 years at the Palm 
Sunday Pancake Breakfast, eye screening 
services for Amherst and Mont Vernon 
children.  He has served the Lions Club as 
president, district governor and council 
chairman. Working for the Amherst Fire 

Department and EMS he 
obtained funding for the 
Jaws of Life, fluorescent 
safety vests and tools and 
tool boxes for fighting 
brush and forest fires.

For 12 years he was the 
Amherst representative 
on the Board of Direc-
tors to the Greater Nash-
ua Health Center.  He 
was an Amherst Plan-
ning Board member and 
co-authored the Am-
herst Commercial Zon-
ing Ordinance.

Also, youth sports has 
always been important 
to Charlie. He coachd 
PeeWee and Squirt 
hockey and Pop Warner 
football. He helped in the 
building of the Pop War-
ner refreshment stand at 
Wilkins School.  

Charlie’s latest mission 
in town was to replace the “no longer safe” 
bandstand on the common.  Charlie said 
he knew he needed to get involved when 
he saw Bob Schaumann stand on two 
folding chairs as a makeshift reviewing 
stand on July 4th 2010

So this year, there it was - a new band-
stand and speaker system!  Charlie found 
a slightly larger and new aluminum band 
stand and then was responsible for find-
ing the funding sources which came from 
individuals, civic groups, Lions, Rotary 
and the Bean Foundation.  

At last, this year Charlie was recog-
nized for all his unselfish work to improve 
life in Amherst.  

Vars said he was kept in the dark. “It 
wasn’t until near the end of John’s speech 
that I realized he was speaking about me,” 
said Vars.  “What a shock.  Rolinda knew 
but kept it a secret.”

John Swanson, Amherst Lions 
president, describes Vars’ ser-
vice to the community while last 
year’s Citizen of the Year, Carolyn 
Quinn, looks on.

Amherst EMS

New Ambulance Débuts July 27

AMHERST – Coming a long way 
from its 1970’s origins, Amherst 
Emergency Medical Service wel-
comes a new ambulance this week 
after a year of searching.  Ambu-
lance-1 will replace one of the town’s 
two ambulances Amherst EMS 
currently uses to provide Paramed-
ic level services to the residents of 
Amherst and Mont Vernon.

According to Brian Gleason, di-
rector and eleven-year member of 
the organization, the timing of the 
new unit’s arrival is on schedule 
with the cycle the ambulance ser-
vice has maintained over the past 
years.  For the past several decades, 
Amherst EMS has consistently had 
two ambulances at a time, with one 
serving as the main ambulance for 
primary use and the other serving 
as backup. Under this system, if one 
ambulance needs to go out of ser-
vice for repairs, there is always one 
available to take calls. 

Ambulance-1 has been at Am-
herst since 2001 and like the new 
ambulance was purchased with am-
bulance capital reserve funds sup-
ported each year by the community.  
Amherst EMS began planning the 
purchase of a new ambulance in the 
fall of 2010. Gleason and his mem-
bers focused on contacting vendors, 
inspecting many new vehicles and 
selecting a company throughout 
the year, and over the winter they fi-
nalized the design.

Although most patients won’t no-
tice a difference between the older 
and newer models during an emer-
gency, Gleason said that several key 
features have been updated.

“To us, it looks very different,” 
Gleason said. “The interior design 
has changed significantly because 
in the last ten years there have been 
a lot of technological [advances] and 
the exterior has been completely re-
designed proudly displaying a new 
Advanced Life Support theme.”

Among the changes: more safety 
harnesses for emergency technician 
seating and supplies to be stored, as 
well as power-saving LED lighting, 
which will improve visibility inside 
and out of the vehicle. The new ve-
hicle will also be powered by a high 
tech turbo diesel engine that pro-
vides maximum fuel efficiency and 
patient comfort.  Unlike Amherst’s 
existing ambulance, it also provides 
superior exterior vehicle visibility 
to enhance patient and emergency 
worker safety.

With its state-of-the-art features 
and improvements, Ambulance-1 
is a far cry from its 1976 founding 
vehicle. According to Gleason, the 
organization hopes to start service 
with the new vehicle this week to 
be followed by an official dedica-
tion by the Board of Selectmen in 
August. Afterward, a reception will 
take place at the Police/EMS Public 
Safety Complex to include ambu-
lance tour opportunities for guests.

AMHERST - The Amherst Town Li-
brary International Movie Night  for 
adults will continue Thursday, August 
4th  at 6:30 PM. Refreshments will be 
provided.   This event is free and open to 
the public.  Mark your calendars and sign 

up for the other Novel Destinations sum-
mer reading programs for adults.  Please 
register for this event by calling 673-2288, 
emailing library@amherst.lib.nh.us or by 
visiting our website at www.amherst.lib.
nh.us and selecting “Calendar of Events.”

Arb or iculturAl  Serv iceS
M ichAel  hennAS

by

ornamental tree and shrub pruning • shade tree preservation • large tree planting
over grown shrub restoration • tree cabling and bracing systems

fruit tree pruning for fruit production or aesthetics • storm damage cleanup

Specializing in

  ISA Certified Arborist Since 1992 • 22 Years Experience in Plant Health Care
NOFA Certified Organic Land Care Specialist

Professional Tree & Shrub Pruning
801-5366 • pruningbymike@aol.com

InterIor • exterIor
20 Years experIence
affordable | Free estimates | Insured

603-886-0668

paIntIng
C o l l i n s   B r o t h e r s   P a i n t i n g   C o .

paIntIng
C o l l i n s   B r o t h e r s   P a i n t i n g   C o .

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   eme R gen C Y   gene R ato R s    installed   –   C all    F o R    details  •

“Cardinal and Snowberries” by Robert Bateman

FRAME DEPOT
Fine Custom Framing 

 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

227 Union Sq. • Milford
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-6, Sat. 9-4

We’re Back from Vacation!
Reopening Tues. July 26

Gift
CertifiCates

always available

Frame It!
summer memories!

originals & Prints by over 
35 local artists plus we have 
sports, family, nature, and 
general themed art, as well 

as many unique gifts.
see our online gallery at 

www.artown.com.

Big box stores can’t beat our prices, quality, 
variety, or personal service! shop locally!

“Building Castles” by Tom Sierak

Teen Job Bank
S e r v i n g   t h e   S o u h e g a n   v a l l e y   a r e a

Matching teen workers with jobs – inexpensively and at employer convenience
Give us a call! 
contact: Rick Katzenberg: 673-0553
or email:  teenjobbank@gmail.com  
www.wix.com/teenjobbank/teencommunity

if  You need Help WitH…
4  Yard work/Gardening 
4  Painting 
4  Errands/shopping 
4  Babysitting 

4  Sports lessons 
4  Music lessons 
4  Academic tutoring 
4  Technology training 

4  Typing/Computer work 
4  Car polishing/detailing 
4  Dog walking 
4  Other jobs 

New Ambulance - 1 to replace aging equipment.


