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Concert Series on the Common
AMHERST – The Recreation Department is happy to announce that it 

will again sponsor a mini concert series this summer in addition to the 
concerts performed by the Amherst Town Band on 6/21, 7/19 and 8/30.  
We hope that you will join as we enjoy live music and performances on the 
Amherst Common. The concerts begin at 6:30pm and you are invited to 
come early, bring a picnic supper, chairs or a blanket, find the best spot to 
dine, and settle in to be entertained.  In the event of rain, an alternate loca-
tion for the concert will be posted on our website and on Facebook the day 
of the concert.
Tuesday, August 9th - The Little 
Red Wagon performing Totally 
Red!

The Little Red Wagon, a UNH 
Theatre Arts Program, is the longest 
running nonprofit children’s the-
atre tour in the U.S.  Since 1971, the 
Wagon has performed throughout 
New England at more than 70 loca-
tions every summer.  Their perfor-
mance, TotallyRed!, is a retelling of 
the popular fairytale Little Red Rid-
ing Hood. During the play the story 
is retold many times using different 
theatrical conventions from various 
theatre genres ranging from: story-
telling, 80’s Hip Hop theatre, Eliza-
bethan, Avante Guarde and Musi-
cal Theatre.  Appropriate for families 
and children.

Tuesday, August 23rd 5-8pm– WZID Neighborhood Block Party 
at Souhegan High School

For the third summer in a row, 95.7 WZID is hosting parties and inviting 
everyone in the neighborhood to come and enjoy, for free! WZID Neigh-
borhood Block Parties invite friends and neighbors for an evening of mu-
sic, great food, activities and games for “kids” of all ages, all at no charge.  
Food will be provided by Papa Ginos, Nadeau’s Subs, Salads & Wraps, Riga 
Tony’s, and/or Nicky D’s (food will be dependant on location).  Blake’s will 
scoop free ice cream.   Vertical Dreams will keep the kids happy with free 
climbing walls, and Kids Like to Party will provide fabulous Bounce Hous-
es.  A variety of vendors will provide information, additional food, and fun.  
And, of course, WZID will provide the music, and DJs Mike, Tracy, Su-
zanne, Heather, Pat and Marga will make the rounds.  Mark your calen-
dars, join us at Souhegan High School, and prepare for a relaxing evening! 
No cooking or cash required!

Bridging Junior Girl Scouts Awarded Highest Honor for Helping Bats
AMHERST—Thanks to the efforts 

of seven Junior-level Girl Scouts and 
their mentors the bug-eating bats of 
Joe English Reservation have seven 
new homes, hikers will eventually 
notice a drop in the local mosquito 
population and school groups that 
visit the adjoining Peabody Mills 
Environmental Center can learn by 
themselves the purpose and plight 
of area bats.

“It is amazing how something so 
small like a bat can have a huge im-
pact on our environment and world,” 
Hannah Cohen, a member of Girl 
Scout Troop 20709, told assembled 
guests at the 2011 Amherst/Mont 
Vernon Girl Scout Bridging Cere-
mony at the Wilkins School earlier 
this month. The girls had learned 
that little brown bats consume 500-
1000 mosquitoes per hour, or up to 
8000 each night.

“Most importantly we learned 
that working together even our 
small group could make a big differ-
ence,” she said.

During the ceremony, where Co-
hen and her troop members bridged 
from Juniors to the Cadet level of 
girl scouting, the girls officially re-

ceived the Junior level’s highest ac-
colade—the Bronze Award. The 
girls received the individual honor 
in recognition of their group habitat 
construction and public education 
efforts at PMEC.

The troop logged more than 20 
hours researching and executing 
their Bronze Award project, which 
involved learning about bat needs 
and constructing seven bat hous-
es—built to specs that allow large 
breeding colonies to cluster and 
painted black to harness heat so 
that colonies can survive harsh New 
England winters. The scouts also 
created a public education display 
board for PMEC detailing area bats 
and their adversaries—harsh win-
ters and White Nose Syndrome—
and how proper living accommoda-
tions can negate both threats.

Both components of the girls’ 
project fulfill the Bronze require-
ment that projects be sustainable, 
continuing to benefit the communi-
ty for many years. The houses were 
built to withstand natural elements 
for at least 25 years.

The girls’ journey to earning the 
Bronze began with a trip last winter 

to PMEC. There they learned about 
geothermal energy and conducted 
a hands-on energy project in sup-
port of a prerequisite to the Bronze 
Award. Later they made 25 window 
draft dodgers for PMEC to sell as a 
fund raiser. Familiarity with PMEC 
and its environmental concerns 
made the organization a natural 
choice for the girls’ Bronze project 
after a middle school science lesson 
on bats sparked interest in helping 
bats conserve their own energy.

“You cannot discover new oceans 
unless you have the courage to lose 
sight of the shore,” states the framed 
words of wisdom presented to the 
girls as their Bronze Award. To 
Girl Scout Beth Greenwood, those 
words mean “you never will have a 
great adventure unless you do what 
you never thought you would ever 
do,” Greenwood said.  

“I never thought I’d build a bat 
house,” she added. 

The Bronze Award recipients of 
Troop #20709 are Anna Schulte, 
Beth Greenwood, Bridget Beane, 
Cassandra Jillson, Hannah Cohen, 

Katie Peters and Katie Taylor.
The girls would like to thank 

community supporters Cathy and 
Matt Leighton for donating the 
wood needed to construct the new 
bat houses and PMEC representa-
tive Aisha Mitchell for allowing the 
girls to complete their project on 
PMEC grounds. They would also 
like to thank the following fami-
ly team members: Mary McKenzie 
and Nancy Greenwood, mentors; 
John Schulte, Bill Greenwood, Er-
nest Beane and Gerry Neveu, con-
struction and placement; Abigail 
Schulte and Laura Taylor, photog-
raphy and placement; and Patty Jill-
son, publicity.

Other awards conferred at the 
recent bridging ceremony include: 
Bronze Award—Isabella Anton, 
Sarah Bader, Lauren Hayes, Sa-
mantha Schmidt and Katie Mc-
Cann of Junior Troop #22720; Silver 
Award—Michelle Indelicato of Se-
nior Troop #22793; Gold Award—
Michelle Goldsmith of Ambassador 
Troop #20066.

Makayla Kilcrease of Amherst placed first in the girls bantam 
javelin throw at the Northeast Region Junior Olympics held 
at Troy, New York on July 9th.  Makayla, wearing her Amherst 
Track and Field shirt,  had a winning throw of 51 feet. Makayla 
was also the champion in the javelin at the New England Junior 
Olympics held two weeks prior at Fitchzburg State University. 
She has now qualified for the National Junior Olympics in 
Wichita, Kansas.

Amherst Girl First in Junior Olympics
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ings, especially on public occasions, 
when soldiers and spectators are apt 
to be excited, and imprudently zeal-
ous in the parts they act. Yet there 
were circumstances that led many 
to believe that the event was not 
the result of accident, and surmises 
soon became assertions, and these 
produced a general excitement and 
anxious inquiry. In the confusion 
of the moment it was impossible to 
identify the person who committed 
the deed, as those who professed to 
know chose not to tell. Public ex-
citement continued to increase as 
reports spread abroad, exaggerated 
and colored to suit the feelings of 
each one who promulgated them; 
several members of the company 
became implicated by them, and 
they felt it necessary to institute le-
gal proceedings that these imputa-
tions might rest on him alone who 
was the author of the evil ... It was 
ascertained that the dying man had 
declared Mr. Mace to be the perpe-
trator. Prejudice was raised against 
him... – inquiry was made ...; the 
weight of testimony seemed to be 
against Mr. M. The Company had a 
meeting on the subject, and the Se-
lectmen were requested to institute 
a process against him, that he might 
have an opportunity, by a fair trial, 
to exhonorate himself... or if guilty, .. 
receive ... punishment ... Complaint 
was ... made to the County Solici-
tor, Mace was arrested, examined 
before a Justice, and bound over 
for his appearance at the Superior 
Court at its present term. The case 
was ... brought before the Grand 
Jury, who indicted him for man-
slaughter. He was arraigned on Fri-
day last, and laid under heavy bonds 
to appear for trial ... [which] came ... 
on Tuesday morning. A great num-
ber of witnesses were examined on 
both sides. The cross-examination 
of many of them was very minute, 
and severe to an extreme. ... It ap-
peared in evidence that the compa-
ny were marching in lines to a point 
near Brown’s store, where they were 
ordered to fire, and to file into the 
rear. At this store and around it, 
were a crowd of spectators. After 
some portion of the Company had 
marched to the point, fired and 
wheeled to the rear, the deceased 
was pushed into the right line, and 

was in the position of stooping to 
pick up his hat, when some one of 
the soldiers, then several files back 
from this point, where he should 
have fired in course, stepped out 
of his place, levelled his gun at the 
man when in that position, and 
with the muzzle within a few inches 
of his body, fired the charge, which 
passed into the man’s side near his 
hip, brought up his gun, and then 
passed on to his proper station to 
fire, as did the rest. These facts were 
attested by the witnesses on both 
sides. But the positive testimony 
on the most prominent point of 
the case, who the person was that 
fired the fatal shot, was conflicting. 
... After a long and tedious exami-
nation of a day and a half, the case 
was submitted to the Jury without 
argument of counsel on either side, 
Mssrs. C. H. Atherton & B. M. Far-
ley for the defendant... Judge Green 
explicitly stated, that whoever com-
mitted the deed, according to the 
evidence, was guilty of manslaugh-
ter. The jury soon decided on a ver-
dict of defendant Not Guilty.”
Cricket Corner

James Sherman Mace was the 
son of James C. Mace, who had a 
hat shop in Cricket Corner district 
(southeast part of Amherst, north 
of Souhegan River), at times ran 
a tavern in that area, and died in 
1824 at age 47. The younger Mace 
on 23 Sep. 1826 advertized an auc-
tion of his whole stock of farming 
tools to be held on the 30th at his 
dwelling house, which was located 
at 369 Boston Post Road. Besides 
wagon, cart, sleigh, ploughs, vari-
ous implements, 1 horse, 1 ox fit 
for beef, 4 pigs, 6 tons of hay, and 
255 bushels of various crops, he 
offered 2 dozen unfinished “Napt 
Hats.” Those hats make me wonder 
whether he was selling inventory of 
his late father’s estate but the timing 
sure looks like an attempt to raise 
money for his defense. Shortly after 
the trial, on 6 Nov 1826, his sister 
Rheny (1803-1845) married neigh-
bor farmer Sewell Fletcher (1801-
1855), a young widower with an in-
fant daughter; the Sewell Fletcher 
House still stands at 376 Boston Post 
Road, and it’s highly likely that this 
is where Rheny began married life, 

in those days just one door south of 
her brother’s house, rather than in 
the tavern next door at 382 Boston 
Post Road, which Sewell shared in 
1825 with his brother Daniel as he 
began his career as inn/tavernkeep-
er. In 1828 their widowed mother 
Achacy Mace remarried and made 
her home in Temple. It’s hard to be-
lieve that anyone would deliberately 
shoot someone in such very public 
circumstances, and even though he 
was acquitted of being the acciden-
tal killer, it may nevertheless have 
been difficult for James to remain 
in town. In any case, in 1829 James 
sold his house in March, the deed 
giving his occupation as “gentle-
man,” and married a girl of Temple 
in May.
Lafayette Riflemen

Among the first officers of the La-
fayette Riflemen was the eldest son 
of Mace’s defense attorney, Ensign 
Charles G. Atherton who had just 
turned 22 on the day of the shoot-
ing as his birthday happened to be 
on July 4th. The field officers of the 
5th N.H. Regiment of militia in Jan-
uary 1825 had constituted a rifle 
company in Amherst called Lafay-
ette Riflemen, by authority of an act 
passed by the Legislature, to replace 
Amherst’s “West” infantry compa-
ny. (The “East” company remained.) 
The new company was named in 
honor of the French hero of the 
American Revolution, who was in 
the midst of a hugely popular na-
tionwide “farewell tour” as the “na-
tion’s guest” in 1824-1825, in which 
he was idolized by throngs of young 
and old, male and female. General 
Lafayette visited Concord, N. H. in 
June 1825. The new Lafayette Rifle-
men missed out on that opportu-
nity but were called out to perform 
escort duty when President Jackson 
visited Concord in 1833. They cel-
ebrated their anniversary on the 
same day as the nation’s anniver-
sary. In 1827, the year following the 
tragedy, they paraded in Nashua 
Village of Dunstable, N. H. on Inde-
pendence Day.
Hazelton = Haseltine

The spelling variability of the vic-
tim’s name, I suspect, was likely due 
to the local accent. In the trial ac-

count, it was spelled Hazelton, al-
though the editor of the local news-
paper, who generally was remarkably 
consistent in surname orthography, 
favored Hazeltine. The family pre-
ferred Haseltine, as on Charles’ and 
his father’s gravestones in Chestnut 
Hill Cemetery of Amherst. Charles’ 
father John, who was a farmer on 
Chestnut Hill, consistently spelled 
his name Haseltine before and after 
this event: for example, in a notice 
he published as tax collector in Dec. 
1823; marriage notice in 1845; and 
in advertisement to sell his 200-acre 
farm in March 1853. Yet the grave-
stone of Charles’ sister Caroline, 
who died in 1881, gives her maiden 
name as Haselton. The oddest spell-
ing variant of the name is “Hessel-
ton” on the 1858 map of Amherst 
as label for the house at 324 Boston 
Post Road in Cricket Corner area, 
which John’s second wife Hannah 
had inherited from her first hus-
band Maverick Smith. The survey-
or probably inquired of the renter 
or a neighbor as to the owner and 
spelled it phonetically. This reminds 
me of the local pronunciation of the 
name Hartshorn, which divides 
into the syllables Harts-horn. Local 
bearers of the name, I was told by 
a descendant, put the accent on the 
first syllable and practically swal-
lowed the final vowel – so that to 
my ear it sounds rather like “Hart-
sin” or “Hartsen.”
Ray’s Hotel

Exactly two months before the 
tragedy, Ray’s Hotel at 101 Boston 
Post Road in the Village hosted an 
entirely different kind of gathering, 
namely the “Grand Caravan of Liv-
ing Animals,” including an African 
lion, a South American tiger, an 
Arabian camel, a Peruvian llama, 
a baboon, a Borneo monkey and 
other wild animals (according to 
the advertisement). There were also 
performances in a ring by a pony 
rider, a sailor doing rope tricks, and 
smaller animals, to the accompa-
niment of a band of music. Admit-
tance 25 cents (children half-price), 
from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. on 4 May 
1826.
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The Little Red Wagon performing arts group comes to Amherst August 9.

Readers:  email your news and photos to:  
news@amherstcitizen.com

Girls Scout Troop 20709 with display board on Bat Houses

Hannah Cohen and Katie Peters carry a bat house at PMEC’s Joe English 
Reservation.


