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Join Us For Our 3rd Annual   
End-of-Summer Celebration

AMHERST – On Thursday, Au-
gust 18, from 5 to 7, we’ll be gather-
ing on the town green for a barbecue, 
delicious salad-and-dessert potluck, 
and a rousing performance by fam-
ily entertainer, T-Bone Stankus. 
Come prepared to eat, chat, and to 
sing and dance along with T-Bone! 
Sponsored by the Amherst Town 
Library.  Barbecue begins at 5, and 
the performance begins at 6.  

T-Bone is affectionately known 
to his audiences as “America’s mu-
sical Pied Piper”. He has performed 

for thousands of people throughout 
the United States since 1972. May-
be it’s the child in him that enables 
T-Bone to connect so well with his 
audiences or the fact that he has the 
energy of a runaway freight train. 
Whatever the reason, and before 
his audiences realize it, they are 
clapping, singing and dancing at 
T-Bone’s shows. This is “full con-
tact” entertainment at it’s best and 
a show your community won’t soon 
forget! For more info visit his web-
site: www.t-bonemusic.com.

Tiebreakers
Family Grille

WICKETS
on the green

 50 Emerson Rd, Milford, NH          673.7123 

Open Mon-Sat 
at 4:00

Live Music 
Thurs-Sat

ExcEpTiOnaL OuTdOOr FaMiLy dining
Beautiful, green surroundings with a waterfall

View The Menu
hampshirehills.com

Price: $15

a Includes 57 buildings 
and sites organized 
into 4 tours of Amherst’s 
historic village district.

a 161 photographs

a Based on new research 
that corrects previously 
published information.

Written & published by the Historical 
Society of Amherst, N.H.

Award
Winner!
Now available from 
the Historical Society 
of Amherst

116 South River Road 
Bedford | NH 
603.472.4400

150 Broad Street 
Nashua | NH 

603.889.1875

46 Route 101A 
Amherst | NH 
603.673.1775

www.RealLivingNorwood.com

Search any MLS Listing 
If you ever have been stand-
ing in front of a house and 
wanted to know more about 
the details… check out our 
GPS enabled mobile site, at 
www.realivingnorwood.com 
where you can search for 
homes based 
upon where you 
are standing.

NEW
Amherst  $165,000

Open 3.5 acre lot, reside in the small 
present home Or use it for a wonderful 

home you may want to construct
MLS#4076913  603-673-1775

NEW
Amherst  $345,000

Jasper Valley Colonial has updated kitchen 
opening to family room; 4 bedrms, 2.5 

baths, hardwood/tile, 3 season porch, new 
septic. Path to JV swim and tennis club

MLS#4080099 603-673-1775

NEW
Amherst  $155,000

Delightful updated year round 2BR cottage.  
Cathedral Ceilings, skylights, hardwood 

floors, patio.  Beach rights to
Baboosic Lake. 

MLS#4067666  (603) 673-1775

NEW
Nashua  $199,900

4BR Cape style home in desirable 
neighborhood.

Formal LR, Eat in kitchen, fireplace, 
numerous built ins, hardwood floors.
Situated on leveled landscaped yard.

MLS#4078241  (603) 673-1775

NEW
Concord  $459,000

Builders own charismatic home sited on 
the Contoocook River. 4BR, 5BA’s with 

numerous upgrades. Farmers porch and 
deck with Granite top bar and hot tub. 3 

fireplaces, oversized master. 
1st floor Laundry

MLS#4073186  603-673-1775

Landscaping • Light Construction
General Cleanup & Hauling

472-5185

I will take care of that
“Honey to do List”
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Request your appointment online at Dovetaildental.com
Joseph Cariello, DDS | Neighbors of Salzburg Square in Amherst | 603 673.6526

Dovetail Dental Associates has one of the most 
experienced hygiene teams in the region.

Camillia Paras Patricia Ekins Laureen Sullivan Claudia Huffman 

SURFSIDEPOOLCOMPANY.COM

Save on 

on in-stock 

above ground 

pools

call for 

next available 

inStallation 

date

Normal INstallatIoN
**Concrete deck, fence, electrical & 
water additional – call for info.

in-GroUnd PoolS (8’ deep) 

starting at $15,995**

order your Safety cover now!
Call to SChedule Your

Pool CloSing noW!
Great time to Install a New Pool!

a

w/cover purchaseFree Winterization Kit

16,995

Free
water tests

 

while you 
wait!

1178205   1 7/21/11   1:20 PM

www.marvellplateglass.com

We Fix ScreenS!
We Make ScreenS!
Need Them in a Hurry? – No Problem.

No Long Waits!

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm, Sat. 8-Noon

Stop by our 
Showroom

BY KATRINA HOLMAN
For the 50th Anniversary of 

American Independence, many 
towns throughout the country 
planned celebrations of unusual 
splendor as well as religious exercis-
es. However, “in this town,” as the 
editor of the local newspaper sour-
ly noted, “there was no preparation 
for a general celebration.” In Am-
herst, the day was commemorated 
as it had been the year before, by a 
parade of the local Lafayette Rifle-
men. They received an elegant new 
standard from ladies of the town 
at 11:00 and afterward dined with 
their guests at Ray’s Hotel in the 
Village at 2 o’clock. (Compare this 
to the hoopla here in Amherst dur-
ing Independence Day celebrations 
two years prior, during that opti-
mistic period directly following the 
building of the new court house, 
now Town Hall, in the fall of 1823. 
See this column of 22 June 2010, p. 
3 & 4, archived on www.amherst-
citizen.com.) It was also the day on 
which two founding fathers, former 
Presidents John Adams and Thom-
as Jefferson, died – but no one here 
knew that yet.

In the issue prior to the big day 
in 1826, the Farmers’ Cabinet edi-
tor grumbled, “We observe that the 
practice of commencing firing guns 
and other disturbances, before day-
break of the morning of the 4th of 
July, has been prohibited by the se-
lectmen of several towns. We hope 
this boyish practice will not be in-
dulged in on the plain [meaning 
the Village] in this place [Amherst, 
N.H.], especially as there are sick 
people whom it must essentially af-
fect.” There is no report on whether 
this custom took place or not, but 
something much worse happened.

Tragedy
In the afternoon of July 4th, 1826, 

the Lafayette Riflemen “performed 
many evolutions and street firings, 
all which would have been credit-
able to the officers and the soldiers 
but from their too long continuance 
and the imprudent manner they 
were conducted, which unfortu-
nately led to one of those untoward 
events that often mar the pleasure 
of this consecrated day, and show 
markedly the propriety and neces-
sity of some change in the usual 
methods of celebrating it. ... In the 
imprudent ardor of the soldiers in 
firing, and from the too near ap-
proach of the spectators, unfor-
tunately a young man was shot by 
one of the Riflemen, and so severe-
ly wounded, that he expired about 
noon of the next day, in much agony 
– and to the nearly equal agony of 
his respected parents and friends, 
and a sympathizing public.” Thus 
reported the Farmers’ Cabinet (8 
July 1826) and proceeded to edito-
rialize against “the useless and un-
dignified practice of promiscuous 
firing amidst a crowd of spectators, 
which so frequently tarnishes the 
reputation of our citizen soldiers” 
especially given “the inexperience 
of many of our young men in the 
use of fire-arms,” before giving the 
obituary.

“The young man thus untimely 
sent out of earthly existence, was 
Charles Hazeltine [sic], oldest son 
of Mr. John Hazeltine, of this town 
[Amherst], aged 20. His funeral ... at 
which was present the Company, in 
uniform without arms, with a badge 
of mourning, as a token of regret for 
the unhappy event, and of respect 
and sympathy to the bereaved and 
distressed parents.”

Trial
The lengthy account of the trial 

(Farmers’ Cabinet, 14 Oct. 1826), 
which occurred just three months 
later, is compelling reading and in-
teresting for the townspeople’s re-
action and the process of the legal 
system.

At the session of the Superior 
Court in Amherst, N. H. in Octo-
ber, “James S. Mace was indicted for 
Manslaughter, in shooting Charles 
Hazelton [sic], on the 4th of July last. 
Pleaded not guilty, was tried and ac-
quitted. ... [A]s there was a general 

excitement respecting [“the unhap-
py affair”], and it was impossible to 
ascertain the facts, we forbore to 
be particular, or to make remarks 
which should have a tendency to 
influence the public feeling... The 
death of the young man was occa-
sioned by being shot by some one of 
the Rifle Company, which paraded 
in honor of the day... [It] appeared to 
many as the result of accident or at 
most of carelessness, which so often 
occurs with the military, in their fir-

Simeon Carter Sr. House at 369 Boston Post Road in the Cricket Corner 
part of Amherst. This was the home of James S. Mace who was tried and 
acquitted for manslaughter that occurred while he was participating in the 
parade of Lafayette Riflemen to celebrate the 4th of July in 1826. In 1829 
Mace sold this house with 125 acres bounded by Souhegan River. 

Historic Amherst

1826: Local Tragedy on the Fourth of July 
Young Man from Chestnut Hill Shot, Young Man from Cricket Corner Accused

Continued on page 7  u

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

T-Bone, America’s musical Pied Piper

Amherst Town Library


