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Library Book Sale
The Amherst Friends of the Library Book 

Sale will be held at the Amherst Congregational 
Church on Saturday, September 17, 2011 start-
ing at 8:30 am and ending at 3:00 pm.  Those 
wishing to look at the books before the crowds 
arrive should take advantage of the “Friends 
Only” preview from 8:00 to 8:30 am.  Member-
ships are available at the library or at the door on 
the day of the sale.  Nancy and Vick Bennison, 
official volunteer sorters, say there is a nice se-
lection of books in good condition.  Thanks to the 
many donations from local people and the careful 
sorting and culling by the Bennisons, the sale is 
considered by many to be one of the best in the 
area.  Proceeds from the sale go to support spe-
cial projects at the library.

Amherst Area Newcomers 
Club Fall Meeting

 Our annual fall kick-off meeting will be a 
“Wine and Tapas” night on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 13.  ALL area women are welcome to join.  
Whether you are new to the area or have lived 
here all your life, you are welcome to join this 
social organization.  We have monthly general 
meetings and interest groups including Our To 
Lunch, Walking, Charity, Bunco, Book Group, and 
Out-n-About.   Contact   k.freitas@comcast.net 
(673-0275) or visit NHNewcomers.com for more 
information.

Amherst Garden Club  
September Meeting

Susan Kierstead of Amherst will speak on Put-
ting Your Garden to Bed at the September meet-
ing of the Amherst Garden Club on Thursday, 
September 8, 2011.  Well known for her depth of 
expertise and her small specialty nursery, Peren-
nials From Susan, she is well qualified to speak 
on gardening.  Susan founded her business 
thirty years ago by planting a long field next to 
her home with perennials for sun and shade. Her 
plants are field grown for proven hardiness.

The meeting will begin with a 9:00 o’clock 
social time followed by a short business meeting 
and the program at 10:30 am.  Guests are wel-
come.  September is an especially good month 
for prospective members to visit and learn about 
the club and its activities.

Amerst Town Band Final  
Summer Concert

The Amherst Town Band concludes its summer 
series of concerts at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, august 
30 on the Amherst Town Common.  For more in-
formation, visit: www.amhersttownband.org.

Limbo Lane Property Use
The Town of Amherst is being challenged by a 

local developer to change the zoning on Limbo 
Lane.  The Planning Board will discuss the issue 
at their September 14th meeting at 7:30 pm, 
Town Hall.  See LETTERS page 2.
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Antiques
Winners from the Antique 
Auto Show during July 4th 
ceremonies are pictured
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A new school year and a 
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O’Mara Selected for Town Administrator Position
By Cliff Ann Wales

James O’Mara takes on the posi-
tion of Amherst Town Administra-
tor at the end of September follow-
ing a selection process that reviewed 
21 applicants for the job.   

During the search for a new town 
administrator after Gary MacGuire 
resigned on May 23, it became evi-
dent to many in town that the per-
son with excellent qualifications 
was sitting on the Board of Select-
men.  In fact it was the chairman, 
Jim O’Mara. 

Early in the search process, Mr. 
O’Mara informed Bruce Bowler, 
vice chairman of the selectmen that 
he was considering applying for the 
position and therefore wanted to be 
completely removed from the selec-
tion process.

After the board interviewed the 
top two candidates by a unanimous 
vote they offered the position to Mr. 
O’Mara on August 15th.  He accept-
ed the position and will be starting 
at the end of September.

Mr. O’Mara will take the helm 
just as budget season begins.  He 

sees this challenge as an opportu-
nity to provide the voters with the 
most comprehensive information 
possible on the town-operating 
budget and warrant articles.   

“I’m excited to start my new posi-
tion with the budget process,” said 
O’Mara.  “I look forward to provid-
ing voters with an abundance of in-
formation so they can make good 
decisions.”

Challenges are nothing new to 
Mr. O’Mara who has served on 
the Ways and Means, the Amherst 
School Board and most recently the 

Board of Selectmen.  He has helped 
the school board and the town 
navigate through difficult budgets 
and contract negotiations.  He has 
served the Hillsborough County as 
the Superintendent of the House of 
Corrections for over 20 years.

Mr. O’Mara said that he isn’t a 
“behind the desk kind of guy.”  “I’m 
an out and about administrator 
who will be at the dump, the fire 
station, town barn.  You’ll see me all 
over town.”

On the town’s web page it was re-
ported that Mr. O’Mara is a 19 year 

resident of Amherst and has been 
involved in the community since 
he arrived in town. In 2002 Jim was 
elected to his first of two terms as 
a member of the Amherst School 
Board. After taking a year off, in 
2009 Mr. O’Mara successfully ran 
for a seat on the Amherst Board of 
Selectmen receiving the most votes 
of all candidates running that year.

Mr. O’Mara has resigned his seat 
on the Amherst Board of Selectmen, 
and the board will be determining 
how to appoint a replacement until 
the March 2012 elections. Jim O’Mara

The Friends of the Amherst Town 
Library September Art Show

AMHERST – The fea-
tured artist at the Amherst 
Town Library for the month 
of September is Barbara Al-
den-Campbell of Hancock. 
Working in oils, Barbara 
captures the beauty and 
mood of her landscapes and 
scenes.

Barbara’s interest in 
painting began when she 
was very young and her 
mother arranged for a spe-
cial art teacher. In school 
she studied painting and art 
history and during the sum-
mer months she studied 
with prominent Ogunquit 
artists in Maine. Later she 
studied at the Boston Muse-
um School and took paint-
ing and life drawing classes 
in Cambridge and Boston. 
Barbara also studied with 
Numael Pulido in Italy, with 
Sharon Yates in Canada and 
spent eleven years studying 
with New Hampshire artist 
Sidney Willis.

Barbara is a member of 
the Copley Society of Bos-
ton and the Sharon Arts 

Center in Peterborough. 
You can view her paintings 

at: http://markcorliss.com/
campbell

Landscape painting by Barbara Alden-Campbell

Antiques on the Green 

16th Annual Antique Show, 
Saturday, September 17 

AMHERST – Don’t miss the 16th annual  
“Antiques on the Green”  event presented by 
the Historical Society of Amherst, NH on 
Saturday, September 17, 2011 and held on 
the historic Amherst Village Green. This is 
a rain or shine event.  The show is held from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Admission fee is $5.  
Proceeds are used to support the preserva-
tion of local artifacts, the study of Amherst 
history and a scholarship which is awarded 
annually to a graduating high school senior 
from Amherst who plans to study history 
or a related field. 

This highly anticipated show and sale in-
cludes more than 35 dealers 
and features many items 
such as country furniture 
and decorative pieces 
(stone ware and kitchen 
items, etc.), architectur-
al and garden items, fine 
silver and glass, dolls and 
toys, books, textiles, art 
and jewelry. Dealers agree 
that the Common is a pic-
turesque and perfect spot 
to have an antique show.  
Inquiries are still being 

welcomed for a limited number of spaces. 
Call 603-672-4710 for information.

Verbal appraisals will be performed dur-
ing the show, free of charge (1 item ap-
praised with each show admission fee) be-
tween 11:00 and 12:00 am by  well known, 
local expert, Jason Hackler, owner/manager 
of the New Hampshire Antique Co-op of 
Milford, NH.

Our two museums are within walking 
distance of the Common and will be open 
the day of the show. There is no charge to 
enter the Wigwam or Chapel museums. 
Those attending can also enjoy dulcimer 
music by Sandy Lafleur, a bake sale spon-

sored by the Society and food 
from various local vendors. 
Visitors can also take ad-

vantage of the book sale 
sponsored by the Am-
herst Town Library at the 
Congregational Church 

adjacent to the Village 
Green.  For more informa-
tion about the event, please 
see check the Society web-
site www.hsanh.org.

Amherst Town Library

Summer Reading Program BBQ on The Common

Nicholas Vaccaro, Maya Vaccaro, Riley Carr and Mitchell Hauser enjoy dinner at the 3rd Annual BBQ on the Town Common which celebrates the end of the  
Summer Reading Program, One World, Many Stories at the library.  More photos on page 8.

Sports
The fall program of SHS is 
now underway.  Amherst 
club sports news included


