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Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
storm damage Cleanup • stump Grinding On-site

tree & Brush Chipping available • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Town NewsEvents Calendar
Amherst Junior Women’s Club Seeks New Members

The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 
over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

Community Resource Fair
Greater Milford Outreach (GMO) is hosting a Community Resource Fair on Thurs-

day, September 15th, from 9 – 11 a.m., at the Milford Town Hall.  All non-profits 
and agencies that serve the people of the Souhegan Valley are invited to partici-
pate.  Booth space is free but must be reserved in advance.  Please contact Susan 
Drew, Milford Welfare Director, sdrew@milford.nh.gov, in order to reserve a booth. 

The budgets are tight this year and getting tighter.  GMO is hosting this fair in or-
der that the local towns, school districts, police and agencies serving those in need 
in this area can come together to learn more about the resources available. 

Greater Milford Outreach (GMO) is an organization for anyone interested in ex-
changing ideas for better serving children and families in the greater Milford area.  
GMO seeks to create a network among area human services, schools, the court 
system, parents and community members.

Commentary

Preventative Road Maintenance

Municipal “Roads Scholar” Recognized By 
University Of New Hampshire Program

DURHAM —Richard Rae and 
Stephen Vertigans, Town of Am-
herst Public Works, have been 
named  “Roads Scholars” in a pro-
gram for municipal road officials at 
the University of New Hampshire’s 
Technology Transfer Center. The 
Roads Scholar Program establish-
es educational requirements for 
municipal highway officials, offers 
courses on subjects essential to ef-
fective road management, and rec-

ognizes participation and achieve-
ment.

Richard and Stephen received the 
Roads Scholar 1 award for complet-
ing 25 hours of instruction in the 
program.

“It is a credit to the Town of Am-
herst to have employees who have 
achieved this level of professional 
development,” says Kathryn Myers, 
Technology Transfer Center LTAP 
Program Manager.

Quality • Service • Value

Retail Store • Rte 101A
Lumber Yard • Rte 122

Amherst, NH • 673-3130

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England
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Infant

Pediatrics

Orthodontics &
Invisalign  

Adult & Cosmetic 
Dentistry

Hampshire Place, 72 South River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110

603.624.3900 www.LindnerDental.com    

Board Certified Pediatric 
& Orthodontic Specialists

Protect their 
teeth even
before they 
show up.

Healthy habits start early.

Infant & Pediatric

For tips and info, 
visit Lindner Dental 

on Facebook

He who has the most toys better 
have a great insurance agent.
Whatever your pride and joy, we help you protect it. As your independent agent, we 

understand what valuables may need a little extra protection. Whether it’s a new boat, 

a vintage car or an antique collection, we help you determine the best coverage. And 

we offer a wide range of policies to match your personal needs. After all, some toys are 

more valuable than others. Call 603.883.1587 and let us provide you with 

a free quote and answer any questions. 

AUTO

HOME

FLOOD

IDENTITY THEFT PROTECTION

VALUABLE ITEMS

Peter Camello

Email: nashua@foyinsurance.com
Web site: www.foyinsurance.com

Boys & Girls Club of Souhegan Valley Accepting Fall Registrations
The Boys & Girls Club of Souhe-

gan Valley will be accepting fall 
registrations and 2011-2012 mem-
bership applications beginning Au-
gust 11th.  The Boys & Girls Club 
of Souhegan Valley’s mission is to 
enable all young people, especially 
those who need us most, to be great 
today and reach their full potential 
as productive, caring, responsible 
citizens tomorrow. The Club’s goal 
is to tap each kid’s unique poten-
tial, with a few guiding principles 
for all: be responsible, be honest, be 
respectful, be a team player, and be 

accountable for your actions. From 
that foundation we encourage kids 
to try new things, learn new skills, 
develop positive relationships, and 
make good choices.

Programs for Youth in 1st - 5th 
Grade: Kid’s Club After School 
Program (grades 2-5), Jacques Af-
ter School Program (K-1), Before 
School Care with Transportation 
to Milford Elementary Schools, 
Afterschool Transportation from 
Amherst, Wilton and Mont Ver-
non, Early Release from School 
Programs, Snow Day Programs, 

Vacation Day Programs and many 
enriching activities including 
homework help, sports, indoor rock 
climbing, arts & crafts, social recre-
ation, cooking, nature, science, the-
ater arts and more!

Programs for Teens in 6th - 12th 
Grade: Teen Club After School Pro-
gram, Early Release from School 
Programs, Snow Day Programs, Va-
cation Day Programs and many en-
riching activities including home-
work help, sports, indoor rock 
climbing, music makers, money 
matters, image makers, Keystone & 

Torch Clubs leadership programs 
and various evening activities and 
special events throughout the year.

The Boys & Girls Club of Souhe-
gan Valley is located at 56 Mont 
Vernon Street (behind Milford 
Lumber) in Milford, N.H. Call to 
schedule a personal tour, meet our 
professional staff, and learn about 
all the benefits to Club member-
ship. Visit www.svbgc.org for infor-
mation. Still have questions? Call 
Cory Sullivan at 672-1002 x18.

By Bill Overholt, Chariman
Amherst rOAd COmmissiOn 

There has been some discussion regarding the application of rubber-
ized chip seal on some roads in town this year.  We hope this will help 
our residents understand the need for the preventative maintenance 
work and the reasons behind the decision to use this particular type 
of treatment.
Background

Water is the enemy of roads.  When a road surface cracks (which 
it will inevitably do), water seeps into the roadbed, and when winter 
comes, freezes, causing minor shifting of the paving.  Thus, cracks 
grow larger, and more water seeps into the roadbed, eventually caus-
ing frost heaves, and finally, the road surface breaks up and fails com-
pletely.  When that happens, the only solution is a complete rebuild of 
the road.

The main purpose of preventative maintenance is to keep the roads 
in good condition by minimizing or eliminating water from going into 
the roadbed.  By doing so, we can preserve the road and negate the ne-
cessity to rebuild those roads in the future.
Maintenance Paving Options

The first line of defense is crack-sealing.  This is a rather temporary 
measure, and lasts only a year or two.  It is the least expensive and the 
least effective when used alone.  It is mainly used in conjunction with 
and in preparation for other treatments.

A second method of defense is to apply two inches of hot-top, or 
asphalt to the roadway.  Prior to the application of the asphalt, crack 
seal is applied.  This will create a nice, smooth surface, and may last 
a few years, but there are also some negative aspects to this applica-
tion.  When the roadbed moves as the frost line deepens in winter, 
the movement occurs at the old cracks, and soon, cracks appear in the 
new surface just above the old ones.  This is called reflective cracking.  
These often appear after the first winter and almost assuredly after the 
second or third - see the last 1000 feet of Spring Road at the town line 
(which was not done under the road reconstruction bond) or Horace 
Greeley Road, which was done 4 years ago.

In addition, because the surface of the road is raised by two inches, 
drainage grates and structures need to be raised, additional material 
needs to be applied to the shoulders, and a new pattern of water runoff 
may create problems with driveways.   This adds costs and also is dis-
ruptive to plantings and lawns, which, much of the time in residential 
neighborhoods, extend onto the town’s right-of-way to the edge of the 
asphalt. 

Hot-top is the most expensive maintenance method.
Another method, used for years by many communities, is chip seal.  

In that case, after the road has been crack sealed, an emulsion of tar is 

applied to the surface of the road and stones are poured on top of it and 
the surface is rolled to make the stones adhere to the emulsion.  Loose 
stones are then swept up.   It is effective because the stones are pushed 
down into the cracks in the old road surface.  Reflective cracks do ap-
pear after a winter season or two.   It is the least expensive application 
after crack sealing.  Since it only increases the height of the road by 
about ½”, it avoids the ancillary problems with hot-top.

One of the newer technologies being used by towns and the state is 
rubberized chip seal.  This is like chip seal, except that the emulsion 
contains rubber, and the stones are rubber coated.  It has the advantage 
of the coating retaining some flexibility, so that when frost comes, and 
the roadbed shifts slightly, the emulsion compensates and reflective 
cracks do not appear.  It also has the advantage of adding only a ½” to 
the roadbed, obviating the need to raise catch basins and the shoulder.  
It also alleviates potential runoff problems and damage to lawns and 
plantings.

Unfortunately, both methods of chip seal cause some issues for a 
short period.  Loose stones are present until they are pushed further 
into the emulsion by traffic or are swept up after some period.  This in-
convenience lasts only weeks.
Costs 

The average cost for doing maintenance paving on one mile of a two-
lane road, and expected life before maintenace is again required are:
Crack seal only $2,500-5,000 1+ years 
2” Hot top $110,000 4-8 years
Chip Seal $50,000 3-7 years
Rubberized Chip Seal $60,000 5-10 years
…and for a rebuild: $400,000 to $800,000 

Thus, rubberized chip seal costs a bit more than half of a 2” overlay, 
and does a better job of making the road surface impervious for a lon-
ger period of time.
Summary

Rubberized chip seal allows the town to stretch its maintenance 
budget and still do the preventative maintenance needed to keep our 
road in good condition and avoid future rebuilds.  Amherst has ap-
proximately 98 miles of roads not covered under the recently passed 
road bond and it is important to select the best repair strategy for each 
road or road section. 

To see what chip sealing will look like in the longer run, take a drive 
down Upham road, County Road from Cricket Corner Road to the 
Merrimack Town Line, which were coated with the rubberized chip 
seal two years ago.  For last years chip sealing, drive on Thatcher, Cob-
ble, Beaver Brook Circle, Limbo Lane, Crocket Lane, Brookwood Drive, 
Flanders Road, Old Coach Lane, or Buckridge Drive.


