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Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 
Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
Trucking & Landscape
s i  n c e    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

25 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation systems
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

We’ve Teamed Up with Amherst Garden Center & Flower Shop toServe You Better!

HOLLIS VETERINARY HOSPITAL &
ON THE GO VETERINARY SERVICES

JAMES A. BELANGER, DVM

WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!!

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

465-7071

adfa

28TH ANNUAL

SUMMER

SALE
UP TO 65% OFF!

P
Buying silver & fine art

Family owned & operated
Free expert appraisals

P

323 Elm St/Rte 101A, Milford NH
603-673-8499

nhantiquecoop.com
Open daily 10 - 5

NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine

www.marvellplateglass.com

Marvell Plate Glass, Inc.
141 D.W. Highway, Merrimack, NH  

603-889-0212
Mon-Fri 7:30am-5pm, Sat. 8-Noon

Have tiled walls around your tub?
update your look 

with 
3/8” Frameless Glass Doors

TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

DeirDre Mceachern
Thu., Sep. 1, 7 p.m.

The Life Coach visits to sign and discuss 
her inspirational book 

“YOU ONLY LIVE ONCE: 
CREATE THE LIFE YOU WANT”

—————
jock paTTerSon
Sat., Sep. 10, 2 p.m.

The local author visits with his endearing 
coming-of-age story, “SWEETS”.

—————
ray Glabach

Sat., Sep. 17, 2 p.m.
Ray will be here to promote his book, 

“THE LAST VILLAGE SMITHY: 
MEMORIES OF A SMALL TOWN IN 

THE NEW ENGLAND HILLS”.
—————
Visit us at:

www.toadbooks.com 

Lost B&W Cat!
Lost black and white male cat, not declawed or neutered 

on or about July 11, 2011.  
Near the Blueberry Hill – Route 101 vicinity.

Please call John: 249-5526

“Cardinal and Snowberries” by Robert Bateman

FRAME DEPOT
Fine Custom Framing 

 ——————  Since 1975  ——————

227 Union Sq. • Milford
673-2936 • 1-888-673-2936
T-W-F  9-5, Thurs. 9-6, Sat. 9-4

Gift
CertifiCates

always available

Back to School!
For fun. For dorm. For you!

Posters, prints, maps & 
more in stock or by special 
order. We can dry mount & 
frame or do-it-yourself with 

ready-made and clip frames.
Handmade jewelry, too!

see our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.

Big box stores can’t beat our prices, quality, 
variety, or personal service! shop locally!

School Board Should Void Community Council’s Decision
To the editor:

Community Council Seeks New 
Members 
To the editor:

The Community Council of Souhegan High School is currently searching 
for a community member from both Amherst and Mont Vernon to serve a 
one year term on the Council, beginning in October.   Community Council 
acts as the governing body of all school affairs at Souhegan High School. It 
operates as a link between students, the community, the school board, and 
the faculty/staff of the school. There are 48 voting members of the Com-
munity Council made up of students, faculty/staff,  the Dean of Students, 
a board member and five community members from Amherst and Mont 
Vernon.  The Council meets as a body at Souhegan every Monday at 2:15 
p.m. for about an hour.  On the last Monday of the month, Council meets 
in the evening from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  As a member of Community Council, 
you will have the opportunity to interact closely with students and faculty, 
be at the center of important deliberation and decision making at Souhe-
gan, and, most importantly, provide the vital communication link between 
the high school and the community.  Not only is it rewarding, but it’s also a 
great way to get to know Souhegan better. 

If you are interested in serving on the Community Council, or have any 
questions. please contact Mary Lou Mullens at Mmullens@sprise.com by 
September 15, 2011.  If you have any questions, please call Mary Lou Mul-
lens at 424-0687.  Thank you.    

 
Mary Lou Mullens
Amherst

 

Protect Our Fisheries From   
Coal-Fired Power Plants
To the editor:

As a person who has enjoyed fishing in New Hampshire for many years, 
it saddens me to think about the high levels of mercury pollution that is 
found in our state’s lakes and streams.

Mercury levels have become so high in our waterways,  and consequent-
ly, in the bodies of fish that swim in them, that New Hampshire has issued 
strict guidelines for the consumption of fish. People who eat fish that have 
been exposed to mercury are at risk for permanent brain, and nervous sys-
tem damage.

In fact, several lakes in our state have mercury levels so high, it is recom-
mended that children and pregnant women not eat ANY fish from them!  
One of the lakes on this list is May Pond in the town of Washington.  This 
surprised me because I had gone camping, and fishing at this pristine lake 
a few years ago with my son. We decided to keep the pickerel and a yellow 
perch we caught, and cook them over the campfire for dinner.  Later that 
year I found out about the high level of mercury in that particular lake.

Besides putting a damper on a father and son’s fishing trip, mercury pol-
lution is a serious threat to our environment, and anyone who eats fish.  
Mercury levels are increasing each year in ocean water as well, and several 
species of seafood have recommended restrictions for consumption.  Mer-
cury also interferes with a fish’s ability to reproduce.

The main reason for the increasing amounts of mercury in our water 
is because mercury is emitted into the air by coal burning power plants.  
When it rains or snows, it ends up in the water.  Thankfully,  New Hamp-
shire has passed a law to greatly reduce the amount of mercury being emit-
ted from our coal burning power plants.  It can be done by installing new 
equipment in the power plants.  Unfortunately, much of the mercury that 
ends up in New Hampshire’s water has drifted here from coal burning 
power plants in Midwestern states.  This is why the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has proposed to update the Clean Air Act, and require ALL 
states to reduce mercury emissions from power plants.

This situation demonstrates the importance of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, and the Clean Air Act, at a time when some politicians 
are talking about doing away with both of them.  It won’t be enough if a 
few willing states make the effort to reduce mercury emissions.  All of the 
states have to do it.

Dan Rodd
Amherst

Taxpayers Should Hold School Board Accountable
To the editor:

I am writing to support Michael Heaney’s appeal of the decision to elimi-
nate the decile system at Souhegan. I also question the speed with which 
this decision was made; the Community Council’s failure to adequately ad-
dress parents’ and students’ concerns; as well as Souhegan’s apparent lack 
of preparation in having anything to replace the decile system.  Finally, 
Souhegan does not seem to understand the unfairness of eliminating the 
decile system for the Class of 2012.  A trust has been violated between the 
school and its students.

Short notice was given for the April community forum.  Turnout was 
low.  Yet, some Community Council (CC) members thought a second fo-
rum in May unnecessary.  In the April 18 meeting minutes, one member 
remarked, “I think educating the parents is important, although I don’t 
think another forum will influence our decision as a council.  Regardless 
of the turn out or what the parents say, I think the outcome will still be the 
same.”  Another member said the council did not need further discussion, 
but the public forums “make us look better.”  These CC members seem to 
have made their decision even before the second forum and were not open 
to the public’s concerns.  How prevalent was this attitude?  

Another member remarks, “The idea of the public forum is to inform 
them and educate them.”  I respectfully ask, is it not also an opportunity to 
take into account the public’s concerns?

Many issues were raised in both forums, including: what questions the 
authors asked colleges; the small sampling of colleges called (15); the af-
fect on scholarships (many require class rank); the affect on international 
school applications; and will no class rank force colleges to look more at 
standardized tests.

On May 23, I attended the first CC meeting after the second forum hop-
ing to hear a thoughtful discussion of parents’ and students’ concerns.  The 
meeting began with a motion to table to proposal in order to address those 
concerns.  One member said, “I think that if taking a few extra weeks to 
make this decision will make the public happy, then we should do so, be-
cause I don’t want to put Community Council’s authority in jeopardy” (CC 
May 23 minutes).  However, another member said, “I think that if we wait 
just to make the community happy, then that would undermine our pow-

er.”  Other members voiced similar opinions.  I respectfully ask, how does 
waiting in order to investigate parents’ concerns undermine the CC’s pow-
er?  

No concerns were addressed.  Instead, there was a push to vote.  Discus-
sion focused on “covering our backs” with letters from the administration 
and Guidance Department.  One member said that the CC needed the let-
ters so that when angry parents said “the inmates are running asylum,” the 
CC could show those supportive letters.  

The CC voted to eliminate the decile system.  On June 6, the appeal was 
presented to the CC.  Throughout the appeal process, parents and students 
repeated their concerns and offered new information.

The National Association for College Admission Counseling reports that 
24 states (including NH) offer about $600 million per year in merit-based 
aid that is partly based on class rank; 50% of private institutions use class 
rank in allocating merit aid and scholarships. Also, 92% of schools report 
either numeric rank, percent rank or grade distribution; the elimination of 
the decile system means Souhegan joined the 8% of schools who do not re-
port any of that information to colleges.  Despite the many valid questions 
raised, the CC denied the appeal.

It seems that many CC members had their minds made up even before 
the second forum.  Valid concerns were ignored.   Souhegan never provid-
ed the historical facts and figures proving the decile system harmful to stu-
dents. I respectfully ask the School Board to void the CC’s decision.  Let’s 
create a study group that fairly represents all community members and 
examine the decile system, its impact on past students, the consequences 
if eliminated, and whether or not there is a better system.   Let’s hear and 
respect the facts on both sides and give this issue the research and exami-
nation our students deserve.

Finally, let’s honor the commitment made to this year’s top-decile se-
niors and recognize academic excellence.

Susan Vámos
Amherst

The recent decision by the Souhegan Community Council to eliminate 
decile ranking of Souhegan High School students, despite numerous spe-
cific objections by parents, shows how easily the role of parents and tax-
payers in the community can be disregarded.  The Community Council 
is comprised of students and faculty members, and would commonly be 
referred to as a “student council” in other schools.  This council was de-
signed to handle the small issues associated with high school life, such as 
security cameras, cafeteria rules, and cell phone usage at the school. How-
ever, decile ranking is not a small issue.  Parents were alarmed at the lack 
of research behind the proposal and the speed with which it was passed.  
The Council, however, did not seriously address the concerns of the par-
ents for one reason: parents and taxpayers don’t get to vote on Community 
Council decisions.

Parents and taxpayers hold a legitimate stake in the outcome when the 
issues being decided will impact property values, college acceptance, com-
petitiveness for academic scholarships, or any other lasting impact beyond 
the “four walls” of the Souhegan campus. They should, therefore, be prop-
erly represented in the decision process.  The way in which the public’s 
representation is ensured is through School Board meetings.  Whether 
one agrees or disagrees with the specifics of the decile decision, taxpayers 
should be alarmed that their interests can be so easily ignored on any issue 
simply by the School Board handing the decision off to a student council.  
This is a flawed process that needs to be changed.  The School Board should 
be responsible for this type of decision so the community can speak direct-

ly with their elected officials.  
The Community Council is granted its power by the Souhegan Coopera-

tive School Board, and the School Board derives its power from the tax-
payers.  The School Board members did not properly represent the inter-
ests of the taxpayers in this decision, and the taxpayers should make this 
clear.  To prevent any further breakdown of trust with the community, the 
School Board should immediately reverse the Council’s decision pending a 
thorough, objective review of the many serious concerns that were raised.  
In addition, the School Board should amend the Community Council by-
laws to restrict the Council’s scope to matters that have no impact beyond 
the school grounds.  If the Board chooses not to restrict the powers of the 
Community Council, the voters of Amherst and Mont Vernon may feel 
compelled to protect their own interests and to remind the School Board 
who they ultimately answer to.  It would seem counter-productive of the 
School Board to ignore the concerns of taxpayers when they will soon need 
to ask for their support for budget increases.  I urge all citizens of Amherst 
and Mont Vernon to actively protect their ability to impact decisions in the 
schools that we are paying for.  

Respectfully,
Scott Gowell
Amherst

More Letters
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