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On Sale

Granite State Cabinetry in partnership with 
Baron’s Major Brands is offering the best sale yet!

FREE APPLIANCES!*

*Offer valid with a kitchen 
purchase by 10/31/11. 

See store for details
* Due to our sales 

volume appointments are 
recommended

Route 101, Bedford, NH 03110
Phone: (603) 472-4080
www.gscabinetry.com
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BY KATRINA HOLMAN

In Part One in the previous is-
sue, this column discussed the ear-
liest known tavern-inns in the Vil-
lage, those of Hildreth and Smith, 
as well as the tavern of Ensign/Cap-
tain Robert Read, located not quite 
a mile south of the Common on the 
road to Boston.
Outside the Village

There were other taverns in 
Souhegan West/Amherst in these 
earliest decades before the advent of 
stagecoaches. Travel was arduous, 
so there tended to be hosts willing 
to accommodate travelers on the 
main routes. Travelers shared not 
only the room but also the bed and 
could be served out of the family’s 
communal pot. In Amherst Vil-
lage, the tavern-inns were among 
the largest houses for their time. 
According to Jim Garvin, State ar-
chitectural historian of N. H., ear-
ly taverns were typically houses the 
same size as their neighbors. 
Capt. Hezekiah Lovejoy

In 1771, the county court held in 
Amherst granted tavern licenses 
to seven other Amherst men be-
sides Jonathan Smith, Capt. Robert 
Read, and Ephraim Hildreth. One 
of those was Hezekiah Lovejoy (Jr., 
1729-1793) who arrived in Souhe-
gan West around 1751 (first deed 
recorded 1752), where he raised 
eight children. The Proprietors vot-
ed in 1753 to lay out a road from the 
meetinghouse to his house. Lovejoy 
served as selectman in 1767, on the 
1777 committee to procure soldiers 
for enlistment, in the army during 
war, on the Committee of Safety 
1777-1780, and on the 1783 com-
mittee to settle Rev. Barnard’s first 
year salary. Matthew Patten, Esq. 
(1719-1795) of Bedford, a rural mag-
istrate and judge of probate, would 
often stop at Capt. Lovejoy’s on his 
way home from Amherst. One time, 
on 3 July 1777, “Capt. Lovejoy gave 
[Patten] and Cols. Goffe and Nich-
ols Din[n]er and Tody and would 
not take any pay for it.” Another 
time, in Jan. 1783, Patten had to stay 
over for a second night “following a 
very violent snow storm the wind at 
N.E.” On that occasion he bought 
21 pounds of fresh cod from Love-
joy, giving the son-in-law ten pence 
extra for fetching it.

Historical Mystery: Where in 
Amherst was Lovejoy’s tavern? 
Based on Patten’s destination, one 
would expect the tavern to be locat-
ed on east side of Amherst between 
the Village Common and Bedford. 
Howard Locke’s house files (which 
are a valuable resource in spite of 

inaccuracies) associate the name 
Hezekiah Lovejoy with two hous-
es. One of these formerly stood at 
304 Rt. 101 on the corner of School-
house Road, for which Locke sug-
gests “original house” (presumably 
no longer exists) was built by Heze-
kiah around “1761?”. This certainly 
seems like a suitable location for a 
tavern! (An old cape that once stood 
there was moved in 1989 to 7 Saddle 
Hill.) Another old cape, owned in 
1858 by Hezekiah’s grandson Wm 
Howard Lovejoy, stands at 40 Wal-
nut Hill Road, about a mile up from 
Rt. 101 on a road to Merrimack 
(not Bedford). Further research is 
needed, both in State Archives at 
Concord and Hillsborough Coun-
ty Registry at Nashua. My guess is 
that neither of these existing hous-
es was the tavern, but that it was a 
single-story center-chimney house 
and probably stood on the earliest 
version of Rt. 101 near the Bedford 
line.

The Provincial court of 1759 
granted one John Shepard a tavern 
license at the same time as Robert 
Reed. That could have been Col. 
John Shepard (c.1706-1785) who, 
historian Secomb says, arrived in 
Souhegan West about 1741 and 
built the mills on Souhegan river (in 
place now part of Milford). Shepard 
was granted a tavern license in 1772 
too. This was before Milford was 
split off.

Another taverner licensed in 1771 
was Nathan Kendall Sr. (1726-1791) 
who lived in the southeast part of 
town, the area called Cricket Cor-
ner, and so well managed his farm 
on the north bank of Souhegan Riv-
er that he was the second highest 
taxpayer in 1760. His sons would 
be part of the next generation of 
Amherst innholders and storekeep-
ers. Nathan Jr. (1755-1846) opened 
a store and tavern on Mack Hill 
in the early 1790s; Timothy (1770-
1827) operated a tavern at 382 Bos-
ton Post Road 1802 to 1810 during 
the early years of the turnpike era; 
and Thaddeus kept a store in Mont 
Vernon.
Col. Means as Innholder

The 25 August 1789 issue of New 
Hampshire Spy of Portsmouth con-
tains a notice about a real estate sale 
“at the House of Col. Robert Means, 
innholder in Amherst.” Now that’s 
a surprise. This is the only refer-
ence I have found to him as inn-
holder. Means had a tavern license 
“in publick times” in his earliest 
year in Amherst (1774), following 
the practice of his store’s predeces-
sor Paul Dudley Sargent to “keep 
tavern in Court time only” (1772), 
and a regular tavern license from 

1794 until 1800-’01, presumably to 
sell alcoholic drinks at his store, as 
other storekeepers did too. (License 
records are not all in one place and 
there are gaps.) A leading theo-
ry as to why Means expanded his 
small house into such an elegant, 
large house – with a hinged parti-
tion wall upstairs no less – when 
he did, namely in 1785, is that he 
had risen to a level of prominence, 
both in terms of wealth and public 
office. Here’s an hypothesis to con-
sider: Did he offer lodging or hall 
space for a fee to recoup some of his 
building expenses for his mansion 
on Pierce Lane? The tax inventory 
of 1801 shows that he was assessed 
the highest taxes by far (almost 
three times higher than the next 
taxpayer).
End of an Era
1791: Death of Capt. Nathan Kend-

all Sr. in southeast part of town.
1793: Death of Capt. Hezekiah 

Lovejoy in east part of town.
1795: Death of Jonathan Smith, 

innholder in Village.
1795: Last year Phinehas Jones ob-

tained a license to run Hildreth’s 
tavern on Mack Hill. 

Overview of Amherst Taverns
The history of Amherst’s tavern-

inns can be divided roughly into the 
following periods or phases:

First – from ‘Beginning’ to about 
1790 or 1795, when the two tavern-
inns in the Village, Hildreth’s on 
Mack Hill and Smith’s on northeast 
corner of the militia training field 
or Common, were the most prom-
inent in the first three decades of 
Amherst. Before the town’s incor-
poration, Ensign/Capt. Robert Read 

was an innholder in Souhegan West 
about one mile south of the Com-
mon. There were a few other early 
taverns outside of the Village, such 
as Hezekiah Lovejoy’s en route to 
Bedford, but their names and loca-
tions are mostly forgotten.

Second – from 1790/’95 to about 
1810/’15, when stage coach service 
to Amherst began and the turnpike 
was opened, and nicer establish-
ments were called hotels. In the Vil-
lage, the new stage to and from Bos-
ton stopped at Dr. Samuel Curtis’s 
from 1792 (Independent Chron-
icle, Boston, Mass., 13 Sep. 1792) 
and in Jan. 1795 he announced (in 
the newly launched first newspa-
per published in Amherst) that he 
had  “erected a large and commodi-
ous house” on the south side of the 
Common, which then became the 
post office (and his pharmacy) and 
would be called a “hotel and coffee-
house.” Curtis (abt. 1748-1822) soon 
had competition from John Watson 
(1762-1813), who obtained his first 
tavern license in Oct. 1798 and ad-
vertised the opening of a tavern 
at his dwelling house (1 Carriage 
Rd) in March 1799, which offered 
a hall for traveling entertainment 
(remember the “learned pig”?) and 
Masons meetings. (Watson con-
tinued with his saddle-making.) 
On Mack Hill, Nathan Kendall Jr. 
(1755-1846), whose pa was said to 
have kept a tavern in the south part 
of town, bought a house at 6 Mack 
Hill Road late in 1790, which he en-
larged and kept as a tavern; he also 
kept a store there. South of the Vil-
lage, Lt. John Eaton (1751-1827), a 
blacksmith, obtained a tavern li-

Former Jonathan Smith tavern-inn (ca. 1767) in which the first Hillsborough 
County court session was held in 1771 when it stood at 3 Church Street 
and had a single entrance. Now on Middle Street in Amherst.

Historic Amherst
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Amherst Area Newcomers 
Club Starts New Year

AMHERST - The Amherst Area Newcomers Club began a new 
year of activities with its annual “Kick-Off” event on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 13th.   This year’s event was a “Wine and Tapas” party at 
the Fells Clubhouse.  Area women enjoyed a selection of Spanish 
wines and Tapas - Spanish appetizers made by members of the 
club’s board.  

Amherst Area Newcomers Club is a social organization open to 
all women in the Amherst, Milford, Mont Vernon, Bedford area.  
The club includes an Out-to-Lunch group, a Bunco group, a Book 
club, a Crafts group, a Walking group, a Yarn Works group and an 
Out-and-About group.  

The Newcomers Club also hosts the town’s annual “Breakfast 
with Santa” every December as a community service and is in-
volved with other area charitable causes.  

All area women are invited to join.  Information and a calendar 
is available at their website:  www.NHNewcomers.com

Visit us at www.thewoolerynh.com • 603-654-7030

Open Tues-Sat 10-5, Thurs til 7, Sunday 12-5

Visit us on the NH Wool Arts Tour at 
Windfall Farm in Antrim, NH

Columbus Day weekend, Oct 8-9th
or at our shop on Route 101, Wilton.

Crochet, Needlefelting, Buttons, Bags & Classes

Piano Lessons 
At Your Home

ELM

Lessons at your home or in Amherst, NH
Certified Instructor – Royal School of Music
Half hour sessions: $15 ; Hour sessions: $25
Discount for 8 half hour lessons signup $110

You don’t go anywhere, Emmy can come to you!
Call Emmy today to schedule a time 603-913-4051

Save hundreds on selected spas sets this week 
Call us first for hot tub repairs on every major brand. 

    www.seasonalstores.com

nize the event, says, “What better 
way for students to serve our com-
munity than to help find a cure or 
treatment for Gus and boys like 
him?” 

To help raise awareness of the 
most common fatal genetic disor-
der diagnosed in childhood, Gus 
will lead the team onto the field, and 
he’ll accompany the captains for 
the coin-toss.  In addition, the end 
zone will become “The Gus Zone.”  

Information about The Hope for 
Gus Foundation and Parent Project 
Muscular Dystrophy, which spon-
sors Coach to Cure, will be avail-
able at the game.

To make a “Touchdown” pledge 
for the October 7th game, please 
email hopeforgus@yahoo.com or 
call 464-9588.  For more informa-
tion on Hope for Gus, visit www.
hopeforgus.com

Continued on page 4  u

The Dreher family are searching for a cure.

u Hope for Gus   continued from page 1


