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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., October 25, 2011

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, October 19

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 67�-9444 Fax: 67�-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com
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Letters To the editor:

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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October 11
October 25
November 8

November 22
December 6
December 20*

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

January 10
January  24
February 14

February 28
March 13
March 27

— 2012 —

 Cliff Ann Wales Jim Wales 
	 Publisher	&	Editor	 Advertising	&	Production

Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)

Subscriptions: $15.00 per year (prepaid)
P.O. Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291
Phone: 672-9444 Fax: 672-8153   e-Mail: news@amherstcitizen.
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Donations Needed for the Amherst 
PTA Online Auction

Invitation to Community Members 
for Souhegan Senior Project
To the editor:

Last week David Schmida shared with you his observations about par-
ticipating in the Souhegan Senior Project process.  As many of you know, 
senior project is an independent research project based on an area of pas-
sion for each student.  Students engage in extensive research and reflection, 
apply their new knowledge and present their final projects to a public audi-
ence in the spring.  Faculty mentors and outside experts guide the students 
in their work.  Students meet with their mentors on a regular basis, and 
panel meetings take place three times during the process.  The final presen-
tations take place during one week in May and are open to family, friends 
and community members.

In addition to the mentor, a panel of 3-4 adults meets with the student 
three times during the year. They help to guide 4-5 students through the 
process.  Last year we invited five community members to sit on panels.  
Jim Spurrier, Paula and David Schmida, Mary Lefebvre, and Nan Stearns 
graciously agreed to give their time to the project. Their reviews of the pro-
cess were favorable and heartwarming. These community members men-
tioned the thoughtfulness of the process and the number of interesting 
projects.   “No matter what student comes before you – there will always 
be some connection,” was one comment.  It is hard not to get excited about 
the ideas being presented, and as one member said “I feel like they’re (the 
students) mine!”

If you would like to consider being a part of the senior project process, 
please join us for coffee and goodies at Souhegan on Wednesday, October 
26th at 8:00am.   This is an informational meeting only and we look for-
ward to sharing this unique program with you.  

Maggie Paul    
Dick Miller   
Ane Swift

US Economy Is Now In The  
Emergency Room
To the editor:

According to business leaders, not to mention other experts, the US 
economy has gone beyond crisis stage and is now in the emergency room, 
where it’s getting little treatment. 

The emergency is usually discussed in economic and political terms and 
in connection with the nation generally rather than individual lives. But 
it’s blighting lives-millions of them. A devil’s brew of negative emotions 
goes with unemployment: hopelessness, shame, resentment, anxiety, an-
ger, and alienation. No one doubts and much research shows that the un-
employed are more likely to fall into ill health, family division, alcoholism, 
drug abuse, and trouble with the law. People have only one life to live, and I 
think we should reduce suffering when we can. 

There’s an enormous amount of money in our country and there’s an 
enormous amount that needs to be done, much of it vital and urgent-in-
vestment in education, highways, technological research, sources of energy, 
etc. etc.-all of it creating jobs. 

So far as I can see, the main reasons relatively little is being done are po-
litical and ideological: we mustn’t raise taxes even on billionaires, to un-
lock needed money; we mustn’t tolerate “big” government programs, even 
if they are successful, like the GM rescue; small businesses are the main 
sources of jobs, and we must just wait until conditions encourage them to 
hire. Or we can change the conditions. Deregulate! Abolish the EPA! How 
would this increase demand? And when? 

Such Republican arguments are essentially for doing nothing or, at best, 
for long-term solutions. But in an emergency, we must ACT. And whether 
we like it or not, the ONLY institution that is big enough to act coherently 
and effectively is our federal government. So let’s put our fellow citizens, 
not to mention ourselves, before politics, and stop trying to paralyze what 
needs to be done. 

David Perkins 
Amherst

Back by popular demand, the Am-
herst PTA is currently planning for 
the Second Annual Online Auction 
fundraiser.  Last year, thanks to the 
contributions of many local busi-
nesses, teachers, individuals and, of 
course, bidders, the Amherst PTA 
earned more than $6,500!  Funds 
raised from this event are used to 
sponsor educational family activi-
ties, curriculum enrichment pro-
grams and special grants at Clark, 
Wilkins and Amherst Middle 
Schools.

The PTA is looking forward to 
an even bigger and better event this 
year! To do this, the PTA is actively 
seeking donations of auction items 
from area businesses. Popular items 
from last year included gift certifi-

cates to local restaurants, jewelry, 
specialty gift baskets and personal 
services. The possibilities are end-
less!

Participation is greatly appreci-
ated. Contributing companies will 
be recognized on the PTA’s auction 
website and in its newsletter which 
is distributed to more than 500 fam-
ilies each month. The Amherst PTA 
is a non-profit organization and re-
ceipts will be provided to donating 
companies for tax purposes.  

Please act FAST! Donations are 
being accepted until October 15. For 
more information or to arrange pick 
up of an item, please contact Auc-
tion Chairperson, Gillian Smith, at 
603-672-9061 or auction@amher-
stpta.org.

u Sampler of Early Taverns   continued from page 8 Scout Ian Gowell Prepares   
Gardens at PMEC

The Amherst Recreation Depart-
ment would like to congratulate Boy 
Scout Ian Gowell of Troop # 22 and 
thank for him for choosing the Pea-
body Mill Environmental Center 
(PMEC) as the recipient of his Eagle 
Scout project. Ian chose PMEC “be-
cause of the fond memories I have 
of going there as a younger scout for 
hiking and earning my orienteering 
merit badge.”

Through fundraising efforts 
which included a Dump Delivery 
Day and a bake sale, Ian was able 
to raise $851.61 which allowed him 
to build his proposed two-part gar-
den . The first is the “Three Sister’s 
Garden”, composed of corns, beans 
and squash. These plants work to-
gether in a symbiotic relationship 
with roots in an old Native Ameri-
can legend. It is located to the right 
of the Sawyer cottage.

The second garden is actually a 
group of raised beds planted with 
vegetables, herbs and strawberry 
plants. These beds can be found be-
hind the Center, tucked into a spot 
surrounded by ramp access to the 
building. The project is recorded to 
have taken 165 volunteer hours to 

complete.
PMEC is planning to incorporate 

the care and maintenance of these 
gardens in their Hartshorn pro-
gram offerings. Ian’s hopes are that 
this project “will show students how 
gardens work and where their food 
comes from, benefitting the com-
munity as a whole.” 

Foster’s tavern further up the post 
road. Capt. Daniel Fletcher sold in 
1853 and moved to the Village. The 
temperance movement put an end 
to its days as a tavern, but it would 
resume the function of an inn with 
subsequent owners.
SourceS: “A Plan of Amherst 

and Mont Vernon” surveyed by 
Dan’l Warner, Amherst, June 1st, 
1806, so-called Carrigain manu-
script (hand-drawn, unpublished), 
in N.H. State Archives in Concord. 
John Farmer, An Historical Sketch 
of Amherst (1820), p. 35: “TAV-
ERNS – There are four publick inns 

in town...” Town records on micro-
film at Amherst Town Library con-
tain tavern licenses issued by se-
lectmen from 1792 to about 1835, 
with just a few recorded for the fol-
lowing decade. Who were taverners 
where & when was pieced together 
from a combination of hand-writ-
ten records housed at Hillsborough 
County Registry of Deeds in Nash-
ua, notices published in the Farm-
er’s Cabinet newspaper, probate re-
cord housed at N.H. state archives 
in Concord, various town histories, 
and genealogies.

Timothy Kendall-Daniel Fletcher Tavern – 382 Boston Post Road. Innholder 
Timothy Kendall (1770-1827), operated a tavern here, about three miles 
south of the Village, from Jan. 1802 until 1810, probably having built the 
main house for this purpose. Lt. Robert Gibson (1780-1822) next kept 
the place as a tavern from April 1810 until 1818, or 1822 when he lost 
everything due to unpayable debts. Capt. Daniel Fletcher (1796-1873) kept 
the tavern-inn from 1825, selling it with its farm on the Souhegan River in 
1853 during the temperance era.

Errata: There was 
a photo mix-up 
in part 2 of this 
tavern series in 
the previous is-
sue. See Walking 
Tours of Amherst 
Village (2010), 
p. 80-81 for cor-
rect photos of the 
former Jonathan 
Smith (Sr.) tavern 
at its current site 
on Middle Street.

Eagle Scout Ian Gowell

Amherst Police Department 

Free Medicine Disposal Day 

Do you have unwanted medicine in your home? Help pro-
tect your family, community and the environment by properly 
disposing of them. 

More than seven million Americans currently abuse pre-
scription drugs, according to the 2009 Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Administration’s National Survey on Drug 
Abuse and Mental Health. Each day, approximately 2,500 
teens use prescription drugs to get high for the first time ac-
cording to the Partnership for a Drug Free America. Stud-
ies show that a majority of abused prescription drugs are ob-
tained from family and friends, including the home medicine 
cabinet. 

To help combat this problem the Amherst Police Depart-
ment is again hosting a free medicine disposal event for resi-
dents of Amherst, Mont Vemon and Milford. The event will 
take place on Saturday, October 29.2011, from 10:00 am to 
2:00 pm. The collection will take place at the Amherst Fire 
Station, 177 Amherst Street. This is a free event for environ-
mentally safe disposal of prescription and non-prescription 
medicines. Expired or unwanted prescriptions and medicines, 
vitamins, veterinary medications, and over the counter medi-
cines will all be accepted. 

Please do not bring thermometers, needles, or medical 
waste of any type. 

WHAT TO DO: This is an opportunity to clean out your 
medicine cabinets and bring all unwanted medications, in-
cluding pet medications, to the event for proper disposal. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN: There will be a police officer pres-
ent to supervise the collection. All medicine will be sent to a 
hazardous waste facility for secure incineration. No medicine 
will be re-used or re-sold. 

WHAT ABOUT PERSONAL INFORMATION ON BOT-
TLE LABELS? Please us a marker to cross off your name. Be 
sure to leave the name of the medication visible. 

WHAT INFORMATION WILL BE ASKED OF YOU? You 
will be asked a few general questions, such as town ofresi-
dencet why the medicine is no longer wanted and how long 
they’ve been kept~ and how you heard about the event. No 
personal infonnation will be requested. 

This is an opportunity to safely dispose of your unwanted 
prescription medications at no cost. Spread the word to your 
friends and family. This is an important new program that 
will help to protect your health, your children’s and grandchil-
dren’s health, our community, and the environment. 


