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B R I E F S

D.A.R. Presents Bruce Beckley
On Monday, November 7th, the public is in-

vited to attend an informative discussion with 
Bruce Beckley, member of the Amherst Conser-
vation Commission, sponsored by the Captain 
Josiah Crosby Chapter Daughters of the American 
Revolution. He will share information with us 
about the work of this commission and some 
of the ways that we can all help with conserva-
tion in our community. A light buffet lunch will be 
served at 12:00 noon at the Amherst Fire Station 
followed by Mr. Beckley’s presentation at about 
12:30 p.m. After this program there will be a 
short break, then a meeting of the DAR chapter. 
All are welcome. .

Halloween Candy Collection
Amherst Girl Scout Troop 22977 is collecting 

and distributing Halloween Candy donations to 
the residents of the Amherst Village for Hallow-
een Trick or Treating. Please drop off your dona-
tions at the Amherst Library, Moulton’s Market, 
Clark School and Wilkins School. Questions can 
be directed to troop leader Jennifer Whitney at 
424-8924.  Thank you for your support in making 
this a wonderful community event!

Food for Fines at the Amherst 
Town Library

The Amherst Town Library will collect “food 
for fines” from November 1st through November 
15th.  Please generously donate canned goods, 
paper products, diapers, cereal, pasta or pack-
aged mixes and your fines will be waived. These 
items will be taken to SHARE to benefit families 
in our community. Help support SHARE and clear 
all your fines during the library’s amnesty week.

Free Flu Vaccine Clinic at 
SHARE Center Milford

The City of Nashua Division of Public Health 
and Community Services will be offering free 
flu vaccinations for low income residents of the 
Souhegan Valley at the SHARE Center in Milford 
on Thursday, November 3 from 3-5 P.M.  The 
SHARE Center, located at 1 Columbus Avenue, 
Milford, is a quarter mile west of the Milford Oval 
off Elm Street, directly behind Federated Auto 
Parts (formerly Robbins).  Enter at the Function 
Hall Door.  Call 589-4500 for medical informa-
tion and 673-9898 for general inquires.

The Second Annual Holiday 
Book Sale

Mark your calendars and don’t miss The 
Friends of the Amherst Library’s Second An-
nual Holiday Book Sale on Sunday, November 
13th from 2:00 - 4:00pm in the Johnson Room 
on the lower level of the Amherst Town Library.  
This book sale will focus on gift quality books 
at reasonable prices. There will be recent hard 
covers, coffee table books, children’s books and 
collectibles. Featured will be a large collection 
of books for holiday craft making and holiday 
baking. A special section will be devoted to New 
England specific books, some vintage and some 
new.  100% of the will go to improvements to the 
library. 

Learn More about NH Scholars 
at Souhegan

The New Hampshire Scholars is part of the 
State Scholars Initiative, a national program that 
encourages and motivates all high school stu-
dents to complete a rigorous course of study that 
prepares them for a successful transition to col-
lege coursework or technical training necessary 
to enter today’s competitive job market. Souhe-
gan High School has joined the initiative and 
will begin to roll out the program to our students 
during the course selection period. For more 
information on NH Scholars, please attend the 
PTSA meeting on November 14,  at 7pm in the 
Information Centre (library) located in the main 
building at Souhegan High School. See page 7.
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Bid High, Bid Often:
Amherst PTA Online Auction begins November 1

Jazz First Concert At Amherst Town Library
Presented by the Anna Boardman Concert Series

Back by popular demand, 
the Amherst PTA’s Second 
Annual Online Auction be-
gins November 1!  

Just in time for your holi-
day shopping, the PTA will 
be auctioning hundreds of 
great items.  Pearl earrings, 
golf and ski certificates, a 
Lindt chocolate basket and 
an American Girl Doll are 
sure to cause some bidding 
excitement!  And that’s not 
all!  There are dozens of 
great gift baskets, restau-
rant certificates, products 
and services from area busi-
nesses. 

To participate, log on to 
www.amherstpta.org and 
follow the links to the On-

line Auction. Bidding be-
gins on November 1 and 
closes at noon on Saturday, 
November 12.  All items 
must be picked up on Sun-
day, November 13.

Last year, the Amherst 
PTA Auction earned more 
than $6,500.  Funds raised 
from this event are used to 
sponsor educational fam-
ily activities, curriculum 
enrichment programs and 
special grants at Clark, 
Wilkins and Amherst Mid-
dle Schools.

For more information, 
please contact Auction 
Chairperson, Gillian Smith, 
at 603-672-9061 or auc-
tion@amherstpta.org.

AMHERST –  Local tal-
ent, Jazz First will perform 
at the Amherst Town Li-
brary as part of the annual 
Anna Boardman Concert 
Series.  The concert will 
take place on Sunday, No-
vember 6th at 5:00 PM in 
the library’s Adult Read-
ing Room.  Jazz First at its 
core is a piano-bass-drums 
trio based in southern New 
Hampshire devoted to the 
performance of straight-
ahead jazz and blues stan-
dards, written primarily in 
the first half of the twen-
tieth century.  Founded in 
2004, the group believes 
strongly in preserving the 

Great American Songbook. 
They perform jazz versions 
of works by musical giants 
such as Cole Porter, Rich-
ard Rodgers, Jerome Kern, 
Billy Strayhorn, and the 
Gershwin brothers, Ira and 
George. 

Musicians Joe Whalen on 
piano, Chris Guild on bass, 
and Dave Morin on drums 
comprise the trio.  Joining 
the group will be former 
Broadway actress Debbie 
Nordyke performing vo-
cals.  The artists are all from 
southern New Hampshire 
or northern Massachusetts 

Continued on page 4  u

Autumn Foliage

Glorious COLOrs in Amherst?

I T SuRELy WASN’T A TyPICAL fall foliage season this year.  The 
landscape looked more like November with many trees dropping 
their leaves before the color change.  What happened?

A quick inquiry to the NH Cooperative Extension Service provided the 
answers.

It seems that the maples this year were infected by a fungus (tar spot) 
during the wet spring weather. The fungi that cause diseases (anthracnose) 
are most common on maple, sycamore, ash, oak and dogwood.  

Typically, leaves develop small, yellow-green spots in early summer. Later, 
the spots turn black and look like small dots of tar. This year, because of 
large numbers of over wintering spores, spots are larger and more numer-
ous. Although it won’t affect the health of your trees, tar spot disease can 
cause leaves to wither and fall early.

The high incidence of tar spot this year, combined with the effects of 
mid-summer heat and drought, has resulted in lots of dry or desiccated 
maple leaves. This same phenomenon has also been observed in neighbor-
ing states. 

According to the Extension Service, leaf drop is common if prolonged 
cool wet weather occurs while the new leaves are expanding—exactly the 
conditions southern New Hampshire experienced earlier this spring.

Although it may be alarming to see all the dead leaves on the ground 
beneath your maple, or the spotted leaves on your crabapple, anthracnose 
and leaf spots are generally considered a cosmetic or aesthetic problem that 
rarely requires chemical control.

Tar spot disease is best managed by raking and disposing of fallen leaves 
so the fungi can’t overwinter and cause new infections next year.

Also contributing to the early leaf drop this year was Hurricane Irene. As 
a result of the hurricane, atomized salt from pounding surf was detected 
more than 20 miles inland. Sugar maples are especially sensitive to salt, and 
scorched leaves were the result. Sugar maples along roadsides where salt is 
applied will often show the same or similar symptoms.

For now - wait until next year for that beautiful explosion of fall color.
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The maples in front of the Burns House in the Village has always put on a blaze of vibrant color in the fall.  Not this year.

Halloween 2011
   Trick or TreaTing – Monday, ocTober 31   6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Dave Morin, drums; Joe Whalen, piano; Chris Guild, bass


