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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., November 8, 2011

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, November 2

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.

Phone: 67�-9444 Fax: 67�-8153
e-mail: news@amherstcitizen.com
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Letters To the editor:

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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 Cliff Ann Wales Jim Wales 
	 Publisher	&	Editor	 Advertising	&	Production

Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)

Subscriptions: $15.00 per year (prepaid)
P.O. Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291
Phone: 672-9444 Fax: 672-8153   e-Mail: news@amherstcitizen.
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What a Delight!
To the editor:

What a delight to see the ever changing and wonderful work of the Am-
herst Garden Club. Their dedication and creativity makes the Village areas 
so very special. We all say thanks to the tireless workers and marvel in their 
colorful creations that make Amherst the very special place that it is.

The Kimball Family
Amherst Village

Scouting for Food - Help Us Fill 
The Truck Again This Year!!
To the editor:

It’s that time of year again to help your local food pantries!  The Scout-
ing for Food program makes it easy for you to contribute. On Saturday, 
November 5th, scouts from all over the area will deliver door hangers to 
homes across Amherst and Mont Vernon with information about Scout-
ing for Food. On the following Saturday, November 12th, the scouts will 
return to pick up the donated food.  We ask that you place the food items 
that you’re donating a bag and leave it outside in an easily visible spot for the 
scouts to pick up. It’s that easy!

Please mark your calendars, and watch for the sales on soups, canned fish, 
juice boxes, canned vegetables, canned fruits, peanut butter, etc (please do 
not donate perishable or frozen items, or anything in a glass container).  

The scouts work extremely hard to distribute hangers and pick up all of 
the bags of food, but our manpower is limited.  If we fail to visit your home, 
you may still bring a donation directly to SHARE, or another food pantry of 
your choice.  The families of Amherst and Mont Vernon have a tradition of 
donating generously, and it is such a simple yet gratifying way to give back 
to your community.

Our partner for this year’s Scouting for Food program is the New Hamp-
shire Army National Guard.  Scouting for Food would not be possible 
without their very generous support.  For more information call the Dan-
iel Webster Council, Boy Scouts of America at 1-800-221-0009 or visit our 
website at www.nhscouting.org/scoutingforfood.

 
Thank you,
Cherina Cohen
Scouting for Food Coordinator 

The O’Brien & Bragdon Myopic 
Legislature
To the editor:

In these times of government acrimony I find myself asking questions 
like: ‘What do Conservative Republicans really want our government to 
do?’ and ‘What do our citizens need from our government?’ Education is 
a good place to start.  Here, we see a wide gulf between the political Right 
& Left.

It is almost a universal truth that a strong manufacturing base leads to 
a healthy economy. Nations like China and Germany are good examples. 
What is needed to build that strong manufacturing base? An educated 
workforce is one mandatory ingredient.

We all know that education affects people, the economy, and govern-
ment. 

A good example of an effective government program is the GI Bill. Af-
ter the Vietnam war, I personally benefited from this progressive program. 
I was able to complete a bachelor and master degree in mechanical engi-
neering. As a result of my education, over the past 40 years I have been able 
to contribute to society at many levels, including paying my fair share of 
taxes. 

In NH, paying for the cost of education is the primarily the responsibil-
ity of local school districts. However, the state has an important role in 
shaping the scope, direction, and extent of higher education, especially at 
State schools like UNH, Plymouth State, and the Technical & Vocational 
Schools.

Given this background it is surprising that Mr. O’Brien and Mr. Bragdon, 
the radical Republican leadership in the NH Legislature, have chosen to 
decimate the higher education budget in NH. It is more than surprising, it 
is shocking. They have cut more than $140 million from the higher educa-
tion and Voctech budgets in NH with serious implications for those insti-
tutions, already at the lowest funding levels in the nation. There have been 
layoffs of faculty, cuts in programs, and higher costs for students. Will this 
help or hurt NH’s businesses as they seek qualified and skilled workers? 
Where will these workers of the future come from? Thanks to the irrespon-
sible Republicans led by O’Brien and Bragdon, not from NH.

Ray Iannuzzelli
Amherst

An Open Letter To The Community from a Dad
To the editor:

 I am writing in response to the 
Souhegan Saber football team’s 
game on October 7th that served as 
a fund-raiser for the Hope for Gus 
Foundation. It’s nearly impossible to 
express the feelings I have for my son 
Gus, who was diagnosed with Duch-
enne Muscular Dystrophy (DMD), 
two years ago.  DMD is currently 
considered a terminal illness – it is 
the worst form of muscular dystro-
phy.  The diagnosis means that Gus 
will be confined to a wheelchair be-
fore his adolescence, and eventual-
ly lose his ability to breathe on his 
own. Boys with DMD typically die of 
heart failure in their mid-twenties.  
It is hard to resolve that reality when 
spending time with six year old Gus 
today.  He is vibrant and alive, full of 
the sort energy and love of life that 
only young children can have.

 How does a father understand 
and accept such a diagnosis?  The 
only wisdom I have gained in the two years since Gus’ was diagnosed is that 
I cannot do it alone – and yet, as a teacher, I have tried to keep it separate 
from my students. Somehow admitting that level of vulnerability seemed 
too much.  Yet I have learned that when your child has a terminal illness, 
that vulnerability is there for all to see.

Last spring Mike Beliveau, Souhegan’s football coach approached me and 
asked me if his team could sponsor a fundraising event for our foundation, 
Hope for Gus.   I agreed, knowing it would require my public acknowledge-
ment of this diagnosis and that I would have to expose Gus’ and my vulner-
ability. This fall, Mike and I spoke with students in each grade level during 
an Advisory period about DMD and the fundraiser. Students were quiet 
and respectful – some were visibly moved by Gus’ story. Peter Warburton, 
our school’s Superintendent attended one of the presentations. Students 
embraced the fundraising opportunity.  One student, expressing what I 
have come to think of as ‘the spirit of Souhegan,’ said, “We have to help Gus 
- he’s part of our family.” 

The Spirit of Souhegan -  rooted in the communities of Amherst and 
Mont Vernon -  was on full display in the week leading up to the fundrais-
er. Students approached me in the hall to say that they were happy to have 
something really good to work for. Through advisory, they gathered pledg-
es for each touchdown our Saber’s would score against Pembroke Acade-
my’s Spartans. They bought tee-shirts and contributed spare change. They 
attended the game in record numbers.

I have so many impressions from the evening of the game. In the locker 
room before the game, Coach Beliveau handed me a check from the Pem-
broke team for $175.00, underscoring the spirit of sportsmanship. He told 
his players that by raising awareness and money, the team had already 
‘won.’  The team presented Gus with a ball signed by all its members and a 
t-shirt that said “Heart of a Champion.”  Students lined the path applaud-
ing wildly as team captain Chris Chinnis carried Gus with the team out 
to the field.  As the starters were being announced, someone asked Gus 
if he wanted to be carried or if he wanted to run with them onto the field.  
He said, “I want to walk.”  Without pause, the young men shouted, “We’re 
walking tonight - walking with Gus!”  Gus went out with the captains for 
the coin toss, called it and won! During half-time, the team stood with Gus 
as the Harte family generously presented Gus with a football signed by Pa-
triot’s quarterback Tom Brady. 

The pledges are still being counted, but as of this writing, the Sabers’ sev-
en touchdowns have raised close to $8,000.00 for the Hope for Gus Foun-
dation. As a fundraiser, I am grateful for money that will have an impor-
tant, immediate, and direct application in exciting research.  As I told my 
students, researchers are close to figuring this disease out – the money that 
we raised really matters.  As a dad, I am proud of my son for inspiring our 
students.  But I am writing this letter as a member of the Souhegan com-
munity and a teacher of students in Amherst and Mont Vernon. I am writ-
ing to share with the general public the knowledge that this community is 
filled with a sense of wanting to participate in the greater good. This com-
munity of students, staff, administrators, and parents truly want to change 
the future. This school community is caring and compassionate. Through 
the leadership of the Souhegan Saber football team, we all participated in 
paying it forward and providing hope. My family and I are deeply touched 
by your generosity of spirit.

Sincerely,
Steve Dreher

Infant

Pediatrics

Orthodontics &
Invisalign  

Adult & Cosmetic 
Dentistry

Hampshire Place, 72 South River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110

603.624.3900 www.LindnerDental.com    

Board Certified Pediatric 
& Orthodontic Specialists

Protect 
those 
babies.

Strong young teeth 
are vital to the future of 

your child’s health.

Infant & Pediatric

For tips and info, 
visit Lindner Dental 

on Facebook

9941-LD_AC-4.25x5.5_ProtectBabies_v3.indd   1 4/8/11   3:15 PM

Our blinds let in the light.
And keeps the heat in.

Ask us about our FREE rear tilt
Linen & Shade Bin

Linen & Shade Bin
Lordens Plaza – Route 101A

Milford, NH 03055

672-0010
www.LinenAndShadeBin.com 
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VastSelection ofReady-MadeValances!

Choose from a wide selection 
of Hunter Douglas Heritance® 
premium hardwood or NewStyle® 
hybrid shutters with many color 
finishes.

We’re Southern New 
Hampshire’s window 
covering store... 
and we’re local too!

Shutters
by Hunter Douglas

HERITANCE HARDWOOD SHUTTERS

Gus Dreher holds an autographed football.

Gus is held by Chris Chininis


