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Town NewsEvents Calendar
FINAL Household Hazardous Waste & Electronics 
Collection of 2011
Saturday November 5, 8:00 AM-12:00 PM
Nashua Public Works Garage, 9 Stadium Drive, Nashua

 For residents of Amherst, Brookline, Hollis, Hudson, Litchfield, Merrimack, Mil-
ford, Mont Vernon, Nashua, Pelham, and Windham  $10 user fee per vehicle cov-
ers up to 10 gallons or 20 pounds, additional charges for electronics recycling.  For 
more information and a complete list of accepted items, please visit: http://www.
nashuarpc.org/hhw or call 424-2240.

Nov. 2nd  SOCRATES CAFE – 
Join us as we bring philosophy to the everyday individual through a gathering for 

those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old ques-
tions of “What is ...? Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of be-
ing attacked for having an opinion that is different? Share in learning how to think, 
not what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toadstool 
Bookstore in Milford at 7 p.m.

Amherst MOMS Club
The Amherst MOMS Club holds a monthly business meeting open to residents 

every third Tuesday  at The First Baptist Church, 25 1/2 Middle Street in the Town 
of Amherst.  The International MOMS Club is a non-profit organization supporting 
moms who are home with their children.  Members can be stay-at-home, work-at-
home, or work part-time outside the home, but most activities take place during 
the weekday to support these moms without taking away from family time in the 
evenings and weekends. The exception to this rule is MOMS Night Out, a once-a-
month chance for moms to get out and have some me-time with friends. Other ac-
tivities include play dates, outings, get-togethers, and community service projects. 
For more information please e mail amherstmomsclubnh@gmail.com

Amherst Junior Women’s Club Seeks New Members
The Amherst Junior Women’s Club is actively seeking new members. Any woman 

over the age of 21 who is a resident of the Amherst area is eligible to join. Mem-
bers of the AJWC volunteer their time, energy and talent to enhance the communi-
ty. The club’s mission is to focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement 
and the less fortunate. For more information, please contact membership chair-
woman Kathy Wason at membership@amherstjuniors.org.

Photographers Forum - November 7
Photographers Forum camera club’s next meeting is Monday, Nov. 7 at 7:30 

p.m. at Bishop Guertin High School in Nashua. Noted photographer Ron Rosen-
stock will present “Iceland in different seasons.” We are an informal club offering 
educational programs for all ability levels and the opportunity to meet people with 
similar interests. We meet on the first and third Mondays of the month. Be our 
guest for your first meeting. Dues are $30/year for individuals. For information or to 
leave a message go to www.photographersforum.org.

where Jazz First plays many gigs. 
 Joe Whalen first played in a com-

bo in high school and continued to 
work his way through college and 
graduate school leading and playing 
in small combos.  Sometimes called 
“Wailin’ Joe at the pi-ano”, he spent 
20 years in Washington, DC playing 
solo, booking small groups, and as a 
backup pianist in several big bands.  
Joe retired from a systems engineer-
ing position.

Chris Guild began his musical 
studies in childhood first with cello, 
and later with bass.  During college, 
he formed a band called the Five 

Sounds.  He currently studies under 
Volker Nahrmann.  Chris also has 
vocal talents and has been singing 
bass in the choir at First Church, 
Nashua for many years.  Chris owns 
a computer consulting and database 
development business.

Dave Morin determined to be a 
drummer at age 8.  When he grew 
up, he made his way into the Na-
val Recruit Training Band at Bain-
bridge, MD and later headed for 
Berklee College of Music in Boston.  
Over the decades, Dave has played 
with many professional jazz bands 
including Solid Gold, and various 

concert, country, and marching 
bands.  Known as “Mr. Rhythm”, 
Dave is retired from a career in 
computers.

Debbie Nordyke graduated from 
the University of Cincinnati’s Con-
servatory of Music.  After, she 
headed off for New York where, 
for almost 20 years, she appeared 
as a professional actress on Broad-
way and in national tours of several 
shows.  Debbie now works in educa-
tion.  To learn more about the per-
formers or to hear a preview of their 
sound, please visit jazzfirstmusic.
com.

Sponsored by the Trustees of the 
Library, the annual concert honors 
the late Anna Boardman, one of the 
library’s most generous benefac-
tors.  Refreshments will be served 
after the performance.   The concert 
is free and open to the public, but 
tickets are required.  They are avail-
able now at the library circulation 
desk. 

For further information, please 
call the library at 673-2288 or visit 
the library homepage at www.am-
herst.lib.nh.us. 

Amherst Garden Club November Meeting
Kim Smith, garden designer, 

photographer, and author of the 
book Oh Garden of Fresh Possibil-
ities!, will speak on butterfly gar-
dening at the November 3 meet-
ing of the Amherst Garden Club 
held at the Amherst Congregational 
Church.

Ms. Smith is currently involved 
in writing a column on garden de-
sign with an emphasis on “planting 
native flora to attract native fauna.”  

She is also working on a library ex-
hibit about Monarch butterflies 
featuring text and photographs.  A 
video of her butterfly garden can 
be seen on her website, www.kim-
smithdesigns.com.

The meeting will begin at 9:00 am 
with coffee and refreshments fol-
lowed by a business meeting.  The 
lecture and slide presentation will 
begin at 10:30 am.  Visitors are wel-
come. 

Historic Amherst

Early Industry One Mile Below the Common
Near Timothy Nichols Farm aka Eleazer Rhoads-Charles Eastman Tavern aka Bryant Melendy House 

at 244 Boston Post Road

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

One would hardly suspect to-
day that in the 18th-19th centuries 
there was a corridor of industry just 
a mile below the Village Common, 
on the stretch of Boston Post Road 
from the junction with Courthouse 
Road southward to the area around 
the turn-off (formerly a fork in the 
road) where the Boston Post Road 
crosses Beaver Brook. In the ear-
ly years of Souhegan West’s settle-
ment, that is before 1760, a saw and 
corn mill and forge stood near the 
bridge and a little further north a 
brickyard, a tavern-inn, and jail. On 
the east side, five antique houses 
still stand. The men residing here 
in Amherst’s early decades were 
generally all yeomen (farmers), but 
also had a variety of other occupa-
tions: inn-/tavernkeeper (in three 
different houses), brickmaker/pot-
ter, housewright/joiner, blacksmith, 
wheelwright, gaoler, lawyer, shoe-
maker, mill operator. There was 
greater spacing between dwelling 
houses than today, of course, but 
interspersed were barns and sheds 
and mechanics’ (tradesmen’s) shops 
now gone. 
Site of First House

According to local lore, told by 
historian John Farmer (1820, 1837), 
the first house erected in the new 
plantation called Narragansett No. 
3 was built of logs around 1734 and 
stood where the house at 244 Bos-
ton Post Road now does; this site 
is noted on the 1858 map. The fist 
two settlers were said to be Samu-
el Lam(p)son and Samuel Walton. 
(This is so sexist – didn’t their wives 
count?!) Historian Secomb (1883) 
clarified, the “lot about a mile south 
of the present village was assigned 
[to Samuel Lamson (1701-1779)] 
by the proprietors 8 Sept 1735, in 
lieu of lot No. 28 of the first divi-
sion which he had drawn.” Lam-
son & wife Abigail nee Bryant ar-
rived with four young children, and 
their daughter Sarah, born in 1739, 
was said to have been the first child 
born of English parents in Souhe-
gan West. Lamson was one of five 
men who, with pastor elect Daniel 

Wilkins, “organized” (founded) the 
Congregational Church in 1841. 
Farmer says that the earliest inhab-
itants, the two Samuels, “afterwards 
took up other lots in different parts 
of town, leaving their first habita-
tions.” Lamson acquired quite a bit 
of land. The typical division lot was 
60 acres but when Lamson sold his 
property here in May 1758, it was 
200 acres with a house. Lamson re-
moved to Billerica by Jan. 1762, but 
still owned land in Amherst, such 
as the 377 BPR farm of 90 acres on 
Souhegan River, which he sold to 
his son-in-law Gage in 1765.

Meanwhile the next owner of 244 
BPR, a housewright from Rumford, 
now Concord, N.H., named Sam-
uel Gray (1711-1769), stayed only 
four years; he sold off the mill priv-
ilege near the bridge and forge be-
fore selling 200 acres with dwelling 

house, barn, and livestock (2 horse 
kind, 4 cows and 10 sheep) in April 
1762 and moving further down the 
“road to Hollis” (now Rt. 122 or Po-
nemah Road) to 1 Smith Lane. Per-
haps he didn’t want to live next to a 
public tavern, namely that of Robert 
Read (1720-1803) at 232 BPR – or 
the jail.
Brickyard

Somewhere on Lamson’s 200 
acres there was a claypit. Those ear-
liest houses required quite a few 
bricks for center chimneys that 
opened to fireplaces in nearly all the 
rooms, the one in the keeping room 
(kitchen) being especially large with 
an integral bake (“beehive”) oven. A 
succession of brickmakers worked 
at the brickyard, usually not owning 
the ground beneath it. 

It turns out that the grandpa (Sr.) 
of “our” Samuel Lamson (3d) was a 
bricklayer in Reading, Mass., and his 
father (Jr.) was a bricklayer and car-
penter. Coincidence? Surely valuable 
skills for a pioneer. The third owner 
of 244 BPR, Timothy Nichols Sr. 
(1702-1790/1) had also been a brick-
layer in Reading and had a potter’s 
shed on this property. (Tim Sr. sold 
the potter’s shed to a son in 1778 to 
be moved off; he occupied the place 
from 1762 until his death in 1790/1, 
even after he deeded his homestead 
farm in 1782 to his son-in-law John 
Wilkins (1740-1808), the Rev. Dan-
iel’s son who would move to Ohio.) 
William and Nathaniel Melendy and 
Timothy Hutchinson carried on the 
brick-making business on this farm, 
“probably as early as 1780,” accord-
ing to historian Secomb (p. 454). 
The bricks for the court house built 
in 1823, now Town Hall, were made 
here by that jack-of-all-trades Tim-
othy Danforth (1778-1855), as were 
those for the house he built shortly 
thereafter at 117 BPR. 

Eleazer Rhoads/Rhodes was the 
next brickmaker & potter here and 
after 1828 proprietor of the brick-
yard “with a good clay pit and kiln.” 
This Eleazer is a rather interesting 
case of jack of many trades. He first 
arrived in Amherst in 1811 with wife 
and six kids and bought the house 
next south of the tavern (presum-
ably 250 BPR) and became a trader 
(storekeeper) but also now owned 
the mill privilege. He initially pur-
chased the property with another 
man from Walpole, a cordwain-
er (shoemaker) who the very next 
month quitclaimed his half por-
tion but did live in the household or 
nearby for a little while. Two years 
later, Eleazer traded properties with 
a fellow from New Ipswich and be-
came a joiner and trader there un-
til he sold out in 1820, moved back 
to Amherst and leased the tavern at 
244 BPR for a decade. Around 1827, 
the year before he purchased the 
Joshua Atherton House, then next 
north of the tavern, and three years 
before he gave up innkeeping, he 
took over the brickmaking business, 

Do you recognize the house as 244 Boston Post Road? Now painted red, 
it was a spacious inn for more than two decades in the turnpike era; the 
front entrance is on the other side. This image “by Tucker” entitled “The Old 
Turn-Pike Inn” (or “Site of First Log House” in Emma’s book) may have been 
taken quite a bit later when a coach ferried passengers to and from the 
train station. In 1836, Bryant Melendy (1800-1889) became the owner-oc-
cupant of this 18th c. house, ending its tavern days; five of his six children 
would live out their years here unmarried. From 1920 to 1943, Ernest and 
Daisy Kirby ran Camp Collyer, a summer camp for poor Boston boys, here. 
In the 1920s, the railway would drop the boys off directly behind the house. 
(Part of the abandoned track bed along Beaver Brook now belongs to this 
property.)

Reminder

Cabaret With 
A Cause

AMHERST – On October 28, 
Cabaret With A Cause will be per-
formed at Souhegan High School to 
raise funds so that the work of Mo-
tivating Miles may continue.  Caba-
ret With A Cause is a musical show 
with a positive message, produced 
and directed by Andrea Crocker.  

With the production of Cabaret 
With  A Cause, Crocker taps into 
to her passion for music to encour-
age the rest of us to see the bright-
er side of life.  Using familiar songs 
from both contemporary and clas-
sic musicals, Crocker has created a 
show with a message of hope and 
love of life; a message that mirrors 
the work of Motivating Miles.

This endeavor provides  support 
for individuals and their families 
who are struggling with a life threat-
ening illness.  Cabaret With a Cause 

will be performed at 8:00 pm and 
tickets are $8.00 each.  They may 
be purchased at Moulton’s Market 
(Amherst village), The Homestead 
(Boston Post Rd, Amherst), Toad-
stool Bookstore (Lordon Plaza, Mil-
ford), or at the door.  There will be a 
raffle that evening and refreshments 
will be served free of charge. 

Andrea Crocker and Caleb Ginsberg. 
Ginsberg is founder of Motivating 
Miles.

Continued on page 5  u

Time to talk 
straight with 

your teen.
Orthodontics & Invisalign

For tips and info, 
visit Lindner Dental 

on Facebook
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Quality Earth and Landscape Materials at Wholesale Prices to the General Public

Hemlock ✵ Hemlock Blend ✵ Double Dark Pine 
Blend Bark Mulches ✵ Sifted Top Soil 

Composted Garden Soil ✵ Driveway Stone 
All Types of Stone & Fill ✵Driveway Binder 

Natural Round Stone ✵ Compost

LaPL▲NTE
Trucking & Landscape
s i  n c e    1  9  7  8

Amherst Earth Products

25 Years of Beautifying Yards in the Souhegan Valley

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0057 Amherst, NH 

• Brick walkways & patios
  • Granite steps
    • Irrigation winterization
      • Retaining wall systems

Bobcat Rentals
4hrs. w/ 
operator

$250

Customer
Pick-up or 
Delivery 
Available

15 Old Nashua Road 672-0050 Amherst, NHe y r w

“Your Brick Walkway and Patio Specialists”

FirewoodNow Availablewhile supply lasts

u Boardman Concert:  Jazz First   continued from page 1


