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CONCORD -- November 2011 
marks the 100th anniversary of the 
New Hampshire Historical Society’s 
landmark headquarters and library 
building at 30 Park Street in Con-
cord. This milestone will be com-
memorated through the new docu-
mentary film, Tuck’s Gift, produced 
in partnership with New Hamp-
shire Public Television with support 
from Merrimack County Savings 
Bank and the New Hampshire Hu-
manities Council. A public showing 
of the film and a birthday party for 
the building will be held at the Soci-
ety on Saturday, November 26, at 2 
p.m. Admission is free.

Inextricably linked with the story 
of this structure are the individu-
als responsible for its creation more 
than 100 years ago. Their back-
grounds and circumstances varied 
widely, but all shared the conviction 
that history’s rightful place is at the 
center of our civic life. The grandeur 
of the building has been ever since a 
fitting symbol of the place and pow-
er of history in shaping New Hamp-
shire’s identity.

The story of how the New Hamp-
shire Historical Society’s building 
came into being, occurring over 
a period of 10 years, is worthy of a 
stage drama. The leading man is Ed-
ward Tuck, a wealthy New Hamp-
shire native and expatriate living 
in France. Evidence of Tuck’s be-
neficence toward his home state 

abounds, most notably at his alma 
maters, Phillips Exeter Academy 
and Dartmouth College, and at the 
New Hampshire Historical Society.

Working with Tuck was a fasci-
nating cast of supporting actors, 
beginning with the poignant figure 
of Society President William Todd, 
the initial advocate for an expand-
ed home for the Society, who died 
six years before its cornerstone was 
laid. Guy Lowell, designer of the re-
nowned Museum of Fine Arts in 
Boston, was chosen as architect; 
Benjamin Ames Kimball and Tim-
othy Sullivan, building committee 
chair and project superintendent 
respectively, oversaw the construc-
tion; and prominent sculptor Daniel 
Chester French created the build-
ing’s monumental portal sculpture. 
The endeavor was marked by trans-
atlantic voyages, labor discord, dis-
putes among the principals, a cor-
porate near-bankruptcy, and the 
death of the Society’s president, all 
set against the backdrop of the ex-
traordinary generosity of Tuck, the 
artistic genius of Lowell and French, 
and the dogged determination and 
sheer stamina of Kimball and Sul-
livan.

At center stage, surrounded by 
the supporting human cast, stands 
the building itself. Of classical de-
sign, with perfect symmetry, con-
structed of Concord’s enduring 
Rattlesnake Hill granite, decorated 

with exquisite Siena marble, and 
completed with meticulous atten-
tion to detail, the structure is a tes-
tament to the aspirations of its cre-
ators. Tuck apparently heeded the 
admonition of fellow philanthropist 
Andrew Carnegie: “The millionaire 
should not figure out how cheaply 
[a] structure may be built, but how 
perfect it can be made.”

The documentary film Tuck’s Gift 
is part of a multi-faceted centennial 
celebration program that includes 
a special issue of Historical New 
Hampshire (in both print and audio 
versions) and an exhibition drawn 
from the Society’s extensive mu-
seum and library collections called 
“Icons of History: Objects that De-
fine New Hampshire.” In addition 
to the public showing at the Soci-
ety, Tuck’s Gift will be aired on New 

Hampshire Public Television on 
November 21-24, and 28-29.  Check 
nhptv.org or local listings for times.  
All components of the centennial 
celebration program, including the 
film, print and audio publications, 
and exhibition will be available on-
line at nhhistory.org and nhptv.org.

Founded in 1823 the New Hamp-
shire Historical Society is the inde-
pendent nonprofit that saves, pre-
serves, and shares New Hampshire 
history. The Society serves children 
and adults each year through its mu-
seum, research library, educational 
programs, and award-winning pub-
lications. The Society is not a state-
funded agency. All its programs and 
services are made possible by mem-
bership dues and contributions. For 
more information visit nhhistory.
org or call 228-6688.
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For a full list of providers accepting new patients, visit www.snhhs.org.

Need a doctor?}Health care designed around you means...
we’re in your neighborhood.
The following primary care practices are accepting new patients:

Amherst Family Practice
199 Route 101, Suite 6
Amherst, NH 03031
673-5885

Foundation Internal Medicine
29 Northwest Boulevard
Nashua, NH 03063
577-5780

Merrimack Medical Center
696 Daniel Webster Highway
Merrimack, NH 03054
429-3155

Primary Care of Milford
10 Jones Road
Milford, NH 03055
672-7600

Pediatrics:
Gateway Pediatrics
109 Ponemah Road, #7
Amherst, NH 03031
249-9630

Merrimack Pediatrics
696 Daniel Webster Highway
Merrimack, NH 03054
429-3155

Internal Medicine and Family Practice:

WEDDING

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Cormier

Casey Reed Martin and Anthony Joseph Cormier, both of 
Stratham were married on August 16, 2011 in Souris, Prince Ed-
ward Island, Canada. The double ring evening ceremony was per-
formed by Pastor Craig Everett, the bride’s uncle on a dock over-
looking the Atlantic Ocean before thirty family members and 
close friends. 

The bride, daughter of Arthur and Kimberley Martin of Mont 
Vernon was given in marriage by her parents. The groom is the son 
of John and Karen Cormier of Bedford. 

Casey’s sister, Emily Martin Thayer, of Hampton Falls was her 
matron of honor. Other bridal attendants were the bride’s sister-
in-law, Katie Moe Martin of Stratham, her cousins, Christie Ever-
ett Chapman, of NYC, NY, and Jennifer Everett King of Derry and 
friend Kristen Hill, of Henniker. The flower girl was Zoe Martin, 
niece of the bride. 

The best man was Doran Dal Pra of Dunbarton, friend of the 
groom. Ushers were Tyler Martin of Stratham, brother of the bride, 
and Emile Mennin, of Holderness, friend of the groom. 

A post-wedding celebration for 130 friends and family was held 
on October 9, 2011 at the home of the bride’s parents in Mont Ver-
non. 

Casey graduated from Souhegan High School in Amherst and 
the Laird Institute of Spa Therapy in Bedford. She is employed as 
a licensed esthetician by Solari Salon and Spa in Portsmouth and 
First Impressions Day Spa in North Hampton. 

Anthony graduated from Manchester West High School, Man-
chester and Plymouth State College, Plymouth. He is a manager of 
the Portsmouth Brewery in Portsmouth. 

The couple is planning a winter honeymoon. 

Please send Engagement and Wedding announcements 
(forms available at www.amherstcitizen.com) to Editor: 
The Amherst Citizen, PO Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031.  

Also, enclose a S.A.S.E. for return of color or B&W photos.

No toys for me!  For the fourth year in a row, Gwen Valvano 
has asked her friends to join her in celebrating her birthday 
but not to bring toys or gifts for her to play with.  Instead, 
she asked them to allow her to donate all her presents to the 
animals at the Animal Rescue League in Bedford.  Her gener-
ous friends helped her make a pickup truck full of donations 
and a bunch of happy creatures at the Animal Rescue League.  
Gwen turns eight this month and lives at home with three 
rescued dogs.  She is in the second grade at Wilkins school 
and hopes to inspire other kids to share their birthdays with 
creatures in need.

Birthday Gifts for Animals

New Hampshire Historical Society Celebrates 
Centennial Of Its Landmark Building

Documentary Film Chronicles the Creation of New Hampshire’s Temple of History
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