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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., November 22, 2011

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, November 16

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Time is Set!   For The Amherst 
Tree Lighting Festival Ceremony
To the editor:

Time is Set! For The Amherst Tree Lighting Festival Ceremony!  Based 
on requests from parents who want to have time to get home from work, 
unwind and get the kids ready, the Village Tree Lighting Ceremony will 
Kick Off at 6:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 9...with a Spaghetti Supper at the Congre-
gational Church to follow immediately after!  The ceremony will last about 
20 minutes...unless  “weather” shortens it...or forces some of it to be carried 
on during the Spaghetti Supper!

Only 2 Time slots are left for Saturday, Dec 10!!!!!  Town organizations 
and groups have a choice of 1-3 p.m.  or the Evening from 6 p.m. on.... if 
they’d like to have an event! There are 5 weeks left, so email ACBergin@
aol.com  to do a gala!  Great times for a Pageant-Play, Concert or a Family 
Square Dance etc!

Schedule So Far:

Friday Dec. 9 
 Evening - 6:30 p.m. Village Tree Lighting Ceremony ...with Cocoa and 

Roasting Chestnuts on an Open Fire by Boy Scout Troop 22
 Evening - 7:00 p.m.  Lions Club Tree Lighting Spaghetti Dinner, with 

Spaghetti, Sauce, Meat Balls, Salad, Rolls & Butter, Beverage, and Pie...
walk over to the Congregational Church Community Room,  Open to All.

Sat Dec. 10
 Morning -   8 a.m. - 12 noon Breakfast with Santa by the Newcomers 

Club at the Congregational Church Community Room
 Afternoon - 3- 5:00 pm AFD/APD Complex  Visits with Santa at the Fire 

Dept. and walk over to the Amherst Police-Open House for Child protec-
tive IDs and Fingerprinting.

Sunday Dec. 11
 Morning - 8-11:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast with the AFD at the AFD
 Afternoon - 1-2:00 pm Amherst Town Band and SHS concert at the Con-

gregational Church
 3-4:30 pm Congregational Church Choirs Concert at the Congregational 

Church
 2-4:00 p.m. Warm-Up Cocoa and Cookies by Team Earley at the Congre-

gational Church
 Evening - 6:00 pm SVC Concert at SHS

All Weekend
1.  Collecting New or homemade kids’ hats, mittens, scarves, socks, as well 

as new coats, snow/ski pants and blankets this year, for the needy by 
the Lions Club; bins at AFD, Congregational Church, and Library.

2.  Tom and Dave’s Hayrides have joined us once again...waiting on dates 
and times!

 Groups:  now that there 2.5 days to choose from, please join us in an 
activity! If you live in Amherst and have a holiday celebration to share, 
please contact me as soon as possible to be included in our listings!.   
 

Thank You,
Ann C. Bergin
Amherst Tree Lighting Festival    
ACBergin@aol.com

Code Red
To the editor:

I’d like to take this opportunity to praise the Code Red emergency com-
munications system that kept folks in Amherst (and I believe Mont Ver-
non) informed about safety and electrical power issues during the after-
math of our untimely snow storm.   It’s hard to walk the tightrope of how 
much information to provide, and how often to do it, yet I believe they were 
spot-on.   The Code Red reports were timely, helpful, and useful, and the 
gentleman making the announcements was clear and concise.  

It’s always hard to justify spending tax dollars, especially for services that 
(hopefully) are rarely used, but our Code Red dollars were well spent in-
deed.

Jeff Harrow
Amherst

Thank You, Karen
To the editor:

Just a note of Thanks to a very dedicated Daland (Mont Vernon) Library 
Director: Karen MacDonald. Karen opened the Library on Tuesday 11/1, as 
scheduled, without benefit of power and kept it open on Wednesday, as well 
(power was restored around 1:56 PM). Due to her perseverance in the face 
of adversity, we were able to catch up on a little reading and view a couple 
of films on our generator-run TV/DVD player which wiled away the hours 
most comfortably.  Thanks Karen.

 
Cheryl & Gary Molaghan
Mont Vernon

 

Thanks to All for Their Support
To the editor:

We thank Girl Scout troop 22977 of Amherst for their work in support-
ing the families of the village in making trick or treat night a fun and happy 
one.  We appreciate it.

Thanks also go to the folks who drop off candy in the collection boxes in 
support of the girl scouts with their project.  Your kindness and generosity 
does not go unnoticed.

Each year at least 700 to 800 children from infant babies to teenagers 
come knocking on our door on Halloween night.  We love to see the teens 
in their creative, homemade costumes and the kids in theirs - some bought, 
some made.  For us, it’s also fun to see the proud and patient parents who 
escort, carry, push, etc. their little ones.

 
Thank you one and all.
 Brenda and Clem Lamarre
Amherst

Toast For a Cure: Cystic Fibrosis
To the editor:

 
We would like to invite everyone to join us to raise a glass to Toast for a 

Cure for Cystic fibrosis at The Peddlers Daughter, Main Street Nashua on 
Sunday November 13th from 4 to 7 p.m.  Mike and Mags Conneelly of The 
Peddlers Daughter have been so supportive of our efforts to raise mon-
ey to support research to find a cure for CF and have generously donated 
the venue, appetizers, and auction items. The NH Police Association Pipe 
and Drum band and The Pop Farmers will entertain us with their musi-
cal talents. We are gathering some wonderful auction and raffle items that 
have been generously donated by local businesses. Admission is only $10 
for adults and $5 for children, it promises to be a great night! Our daugh-
ter Rosie has cystic fibrosis and is getting older, she still enjoys very good 
health which we are so grateful for, but we know that we must find a cure 
soon for her and for everyone else with CF. The Cystic fibrosis Foundation 
is doing a fantastic job funding research projects and these projects would 
not be possible without your support, check out www.cff.org . Check out 
the latest CF news, glass creations and jewelry at www.rosiesroses.yolasite.
com

 Thanks a million!
 

The Garvey Family 
Amherst

Please Help Us Find Our Souhegan 
Soldiers  
To the editor:

Each year Souhegan students participate in holiday activities with their 
advisories.  They make cards for local nursing homes and placemats for the 
Soup Kitchens, gather ingredients for Holiday Food Baskets for SHARE 
(Thanksgiving and Christmas), Sponsor A Child through the Nashua Soup 
Kitchen and Shelter to provide Christmas gifts for children, sponsor a Coat 
Drive for the UNH Warmth for the Millyard program as well volunteer for 
the Amherst Newcomers Breakfast with Santa and Ring the Bell for the 
Salvation Army.

This year some of the advisories would like to send Holiday Greetings 
to our Souhegan alumni currently serving in the military.  Although we 
have the names and addresses of some of our soldiers, we know that there 
are many more that we are missing.  Please help us find our Souhegan sol-
diers.  

 Email names and addresses of Souhegan soldiers to Maggie Paul  
mpaul@sprise.com.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me at 673-9940  x5317.

Thank you for your help!
Maggie Paul 
Community Service Coordinator
Souhegan High School

Heartfelt Thanks from Corriveau 
Family
To the editor:

A heartfelt Thank You from the bottom of our hearts goes out to the Am-
herst firefighters, Bedford, Milford, Mont Vernon and Amherst police who 
worked for several hours battling the fire at our home.  Thanks to them we 
will be able to recover a lot of mementos that could not be replaced.

It goes without saying how wonderful our family and neighbors have 
been as they have offered everything from clothing to preparing meals.

Thanks to everyone for making this hardship a little easier to endure.
We are so lucky to be living in a town that has such wonderful and caring 

police, firemen, family, friends and neighbors.
We are eternally grateful!

Many blessings
The Corriveau Family
Kelly, Cherry, EJ and our loving dog, 
Miss Trixie Mae

Smaller, Simpler, and Smarter
To the editor:

Yesterday I had the opportunity to attend a meeting at the Exeter Town 
Hall to hear Mitt Romney’s address on his plan to cut U.S. Government 
spending. He addressed some specifics that he would do as President. For 
example, he would decrease the size of the Federal Government by attri-
tion. He would return Medicaid funds to the states to distribute and over-
see at the state level. He would strive to reduce fraud in the system. These 
are just a few of the examples that he stated he would implement to imme-
diately begin to tackle the massive debt that we have incurred as we contin-
ue to borrow money from China to pay for this debt. He also said he would 
reduce the amount of Humanitarian Aid spending especially to countries 
that don’t like America. He would eliminate wasteful spending and strive 
to run our government in his own terms, “smaller, simpler, and smarter.” 
He has a plan that he has posted on his website and I would like to encour-
age anyone interested in finding out more about his plan to cut runaway 
government spending to visit www. MittRomney.com

Lisa Hansen
Amherst 

Community Council Should Not  
Decide Taxpayer Issues
To the editor:

The Souhegan Cooperative School Board (SCSB) has been entrusted to 
decide matters of interest to the taxpayers of Mont Vernon and Amherst, 
but it has improperly been allowing the high school’s Community Coun-
cil to decide many of them instead. This organizational sleight-of-hand has 
been used recently to bypass taxpayer objections on issues involving stu-
dent safety, elimination of ranking on school transcripts, and thousands of 
dollars of cafeteria theft. The SCSB significantly stretches the truth in their 
assertion that “Community Council presents their findings as a recommen-
dation for the School Board to consider,” when, in practice, these decisions 
go into effect immediately upon Council vote. This has prevented taxpayers 
and parents from having their concerns properly addressed.

The Community Council is structured to represent the students of Souhe-
gan High School. It allows them a valuable opportunity to self-govern the 
issues of daily school life, and is “purposefully student led” by design. In ad-
dition to 40 student and faculty representatives, there are also six adult rep-
resentatives, appointed by the SCSB, to offer the viewpoint of citizens of the 
community. While this input may be beneficial to the process at the school 
level, it should never be mistaken as appropriate representation of the tax-
payers. Taxpayers cannot vote at Council meetings, they do not have pro-
portional representation, and they don’t even get to elect their “communi-
ty representative.” Furthermore, taxpayers are expected to be satisfied that 
these issues are being decided for them by students who are neither of legal 
age to cast a vote in a town election, nor to serve as elected representatives. 
A student council should not be considered a legitimate decision-making 
body for taxpayer concerns.

The SCSB needs to recognize that issues of concern to students and issues 
of concern to taxpayers are different, and should be dealt with in separate 
forums. It is unfair to both taxpayers and students to be put in a position to 
have to face off against each other to protect their interests while the Board 
sits on the sidelines. Taxpayers elect school board members, and we expect 
to be represented by them, not by high school students or faculty. 

The taxpayers of Amherst and Mont Vernon should notify their SCSB 
representatives that they will not support the upcoming Souhegan Coop-
erative budget until 1) the by-laws are changed to limit the powers of the 
Community Council, and 2) the SCSB agrees to address taxpayer concerns 
at the school board level from now on. There is plenty of time to correct this 
before the budget is actually voted on, but we must fix this glaring discrep-
ancy if we are ever to move forward in a more positive, collaborative man-
ner for the long-term good of the school. We want this school to succeed for 
our children, and we want to be the “key collaborators” stated in the Ten 
Common Principles for the Coalition of Essential Schools. Write to your 
board member, be vocal at the board meetings, and stand up for your rights. 
It is your money and your school.

Scott Gowell
Amherst

To contact your School Board:
Souhegan Cooperative School Board
P.O. Box 849
Amherst, NH 03031
603-673-2690
For individual contact info: http://www.sprise.com/schoolboard.
aspx?id=1130

Department of Public Works
Amherst Transfer Station Hours

 Tuesdays:  12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Thursdays:    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
 Friday:    7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
 Saturdays:    7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

CLOSED:  November 11, 24 & 25


