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1792. He employed a journeyman 
clothier. He was a selectman for 
13 years between 1799 and 1815. 
When he died, his estate was about 
$1000 in debt, so only the house on 
two acres was left for his seven re-
maining adult children to split; two 
sons (one of them the poet teacher) 
bought out their siblings but lost it 
to foreclosure in a few years.
Clothier’s Business

In Hillsborough County in 1810 
there were “38 fulling mills which 
full 126,500 yards of cloth annual-
ly; and dress about 90,000 yards of 
thin cloths” (info from census sup-
plied by Col. Daniel Warner to the 
Farmers’ Cabinet, 19 Feb. 1811). At 
the Hillsborough [County] Annual 
Fair & Cattle Show of 1820, prizes 
offered for household manufactures 
included one for the “best piece of 
dressed woolen cloth not less than 
10 yards” and one “for the clothier 
who produced the best specimen of 
his work.” At the Hillsborough Ag-
ricultural Society’s fair the prize for 
the best specimen of clothier’s work 
in the category of “dressed cloth” 
was won, 1823-1825, by men from 
Deering, Henniker, Antrim and 
Goffstown, but the committee in 
1825 praised the overall high qual-
ity of all the clothiers’ work. 

After “scouring” (cleansing) 
the woven cloth, probably with a 
clay-based “fuller’s dirt,” a clothier 
“fulled” (thickened) it by stamping 
it with wooden beaters, using the 
mill’s water power, in troughs filled 
with water. When Ebenezer started 
out, a clothier “generally fulled and 
dressed other people’s cloth. Dying 
blue a portion of the wool, so as to 
make linsey wolsey for short gowns, 
aprons and blue mixed stockings 
was a domestic operation” for which 
the housewife kept a dye tub in the 
chimney corner during the autumn. 
(From “Recollections of a Lifetime” 
by a Mr. Goodrich (Peter Parley) 
of New England, reprinted in the 
Farmers’ Cabinet 2 Oct 1856 un-
der the heading “How People Lived 
only a Generation ago.”) As early as 
1795, Asa Gillmore of Hillsborough 
(whose parents lived in Amherst’s 
Cricket Corner) advertised in the 
county’s first newspaper, the Am-
herst Journal, that he “proposes dye-
ing deep blue, crimson, and other 
good durable colors” at the fulling 
mills in May. In 1820, a clothier in 
Milford offered  to dress cloth and 
color it Indigo blue for 35 cents per 
yard, or other colors cheaper. The 
expression “to be on tenterhooks,” 
meaning to be in painful suspense 
or to wait anxiously, comes from 
this industry. The fulled cloth was 
stretched across a large wooden 
drying frame by means of metal 
hooks called tenterhooks. Once dry, 
the clothier smoothed the nap.

The store of Read & Shepard in 
Amherst Village in 1815 advertised: 

“Physicians, clothiers and mechan-
ics, ... who wish to save the expense 
of a journey to Boston, are invited to 
examine the goods.” They stocked 
tenterhooks, clothier’s jacks, and 
clothier’s brushes. Among Tay-
lor’s possessions at his death were 
“1 knapping machine, 1 clothier’s 
press, 12 cast iron plates, and many 
other clothier’s tools,” as well as 
cooper’s tools.

Typical of various businesses, 
customers were slow to pay, by a 
year or more. Here’s a dunning 
notice published in the Amherst 
newspaper in 1816, signed “Ebene-
zer Taylor, Clothier”: “All persons 
indebted to the subscriber are re-
quested to make payment of their 
accounts by [next month] or expect 
that a large number of them will be 
let for dressing for a full’d-suit from 
an attorney.” The printer italicized 
particular words so everyone would 
be sure to notice the puns.

A clothier in Merrimack named 
Gardner T. Brooks in Oct. 1833 ad-
vertised “cloth dressing as cheap 
as can be done elsewhere – from 
8 to 10 to 17 cents per yard for all 
common colors. All kinds of pro-
duce taken for pay.” He bought the 
Amherst fulling mill with the wa-
ter rights for $200 from Ebenezer’s 
estate in 1835. By 1836 Brooks was 
back in Merrimack, and the fol-
lowing year he moved to Temple 
and sold the Amherst fulling mill, 
with the privilege of two thirds of 
the brook, to Luther Towne (1805-
1896). That apparently was the end 
of its use by a clothier. 
Saw Mill

Col. Daniel Warner (1745-1813), 
owner of the saw & grist mills at the 
old site on the east side of Beaver 
Brook one mile below the Village, 
became a prominent citizen of Am-
herst. He represented Amherst in 
the General Court eight years; col-
lected tax revenue for in the county 
in 1795 and 1801; was an early di-
rector of Second N.H. turnpike in 
1800, county sealer of weights and 
measures 1804, and census taker of 
Hillsborough county in 1790, 1800 
and 1810; surveyed and drew map 
of Amherst and Mont Vernon in 
1806 for Carrigain’s N.H. map. He 
is a likely candidate to have built 
the antique grey house just north of 
the stone bridge at 250 Boston Post 
Road, which he owned and occu-
pied, selling it in 1811. In 1801, Dan-
iel Warner’s tax valuation was dou-
ble that of his neighbor Ebenezer 
Taylor, and just a little more than 
neighbor Joshua Atherton’s. Like 
Taylor, he too died insolvent. 

Luther Towne would re-open the 
sawmill on the east bank of Beaver 
Brook north of the stone bridge; he 
got the right to use the remaining 
one third of the brook in 1838 when 
he bought the house at 250 BPR 
from the heirs of Salathiel Man-

ning.
Towne proceeded to make vari-

ous deals with the neighbors to en-
sure optimum water access for his 
mill. In 1843 he paid Bryant Me-
lendy of 244 BPR $50 for a strip 
of land east of his farm together 
with the right of “turning the wa-
ter from the brook above my land 
into a channel,” “without interrup-
tion” from Melendy. In return Me-
lendy got one and a half acres from 
Towne for $60, but Towne stipulat-
ed his right to “turn & control the 
water of the brook from its natural 
channel in any other direction away 
from said land.”  In 1844, Towne 
paid his neighbor farmer Barrett 
$75 for a bit of land on the east side 
of the brook and agreed to com-
pensate Barrett should “turning the 
course of the brook” result in dam-
age to Barrett’s meadow and also 
agreed to build two bridges across 
his canal for Barret to cart hay from 
his meadow. In 1851, Towne paid 
Rhoads father & son of 232 BPR 
$20 for the right to take the water 
out of the brook and divert the cur-
rent by the present ditch and carry 
the water across the Rhoads’ land 
into a ditch on his own land, dug 
for the purpose of carrying water 
to his sawmill, and “also the right 
to repair the bank on the souther-
ly side of the ditch so as to prevent 
the escape of the water, and also to 
flow the meadow above as usual.” 
In return the Rhoads bought, for 
the same amount of money, three 
quarters of an acre of meadow from 
him, but Towne retained the right 
to “flow the meadow.” When Towne 
advertised the mill for sale in 1854, 
it had “about nine feet head of water, 
a new Rider wheel, an upright saw, 
shingle, lath and cutting-off saws.” 

Towne, now a farmer (whereas 
he had called himself a gentleman 
when he bought the place three 
decades earlier), sold it in 1865 for 
$650 to S. Smith Stickney (1810-

1878) of Milford, a physician turned 
postmaster (under Presidents Pierce 
and Buchanan) and businessman. 
Dr. Stickney refitted the mill with 
circular saws for lumber, and also 
with pail machinery, and, the news-
paper reported in April 1866, was 
“doing good work.” (The mill on 
Beaver Brook behind Town Hall 
and the Old Burying Ground was 
also still operating at this time and 
modernizing; John F. Whiting, hav-
ing put in a new water-wheel and a 
circular saw for sawing lumber, was 
“doing a heavy business.”) Stickney 
sold in 1868 for $3000 to another 
man from Milford, but foreclosed 
on the place in 1873.

In Sept. 1878, after Stickney’s 
death, Andrew F. Sawyer (b. 1835), 
owner of the steam mill on the old 
foundry site in the Village where 
he employed about a dozen men, 
a dealer in lumber and flour, and 
owner of grocery stores in Amherst 
and Nashua, “leased the Dr. Stick-
ney saw and cider mill for the com-
ing season,” employing an expe-
rienced cider maker. Sawyer then 
bought the “water power, saw and 
stave mill” from Stickney’s estate 
for $555 in 1879 with a partner (re-
ported the Cabinet). Sawyer’s mill 
was burned by an arsonist in July 
1884 at a loss of $1000 (reported 
the Boston Weekly Journal). Sawyer 
moved to Nashua where he became 
a real estate dealer.

The dam that was used jointly by 
the two mill sites and any vestiges 
of the saw mill were destroyed when 
the B & M railroad line of 18 miles 
and 29 curves was built from East 
Milford to Bedford, running rough-
ly parallel and to the east of Rt. 122. 
It operated from 1900-1925, stop-
ping at Amherst stations on Depot 
Road (now called Thornton Ferry 
Rd1) and Baboosic Lake. The pond 
is still there, a hidden gem in the 
woods.

The old stone bridge over Beaver Brook beside Boston Post Road, one mile 
south of the Village, as it looks today, closed to traffic.
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WEDDING

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Bova

On May 21, Caitlin Reen of Lynn, Massachusetts and Eugene 
Bova of Amherst were married at St. John the Evangelist Swamp-
scott, MA. The Catholic mass ceremony was performed by Fr. 
Thomas Rafferty.

The bride is the daughter of Joyce and Brendan Reen, Lynn, 
MA.

The bridegroom is the son of Jacqueline and Eugene Bova of 
Amherst.

The bride was given in marriage by her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brendan Reen.

The matrons of honor were Sandra Reen and Lynn Reen, sisters-
in-law of the bride, both of Swampscott, MA

Other bridal attendants were Kate Toye, South Boston, MA; 
Lindsay MacDonald, Nahant, MA and Allison Sherman, Colches-
ter, VT all friends of the bride.

The flower girls were Emma and Caroline Reen, nieces of the 
bride, both of Swampscott, MA.

The ring bearers were Jack and Seamus Reen, nephews of the 
bride, both of Swampscott, MA.

The best man was Jonathan Bova, brother of the groom, of Am-
herst.

Ushers were Stephen Spiess, Amherst and Michael Balduino, 
Redding, CT (both friends of the groom) and Brendan Reen and 
Kevin Reen, brothers of the bride.

A reception was held at The Nahant Country Club, Nahant, 
MA.

After a honeymoon to  Aruba, the couple will live in Penacook.
The bride graduated from Bishop Fenwick High School, Peabody, 

MA and St. Michael’s College, Colchester VT and New Hampshire 
Technical Institute’s RN program in Concord.

She is employed as a registered nurse in the Emergency Depart-
ment at Elliot Hospital.

The groom graduated from Souhegan High School, Amherst 
and St. Michael’s College, Colchester, VT.

He is employed as a marketing and operations manager, Moto-
star Tire and Auto Products in Merrimack.

Please send Engagement and Wedding announcements 
(forms available at www.amherstcitizen.com) to Editor: 
The Amherst Citizen, PO Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031.  

Also, enclose a S.A.S.E. for return of color or B&W photos.
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“A Thankful Heart” by Morgan Weistling

View our online gallery at 
www.artown.com.
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Gift
CertifiCates

always available

Giving Thanks
Visit us for inspirational art...

...Start early for an extra special gift idea: 
frame a sentimental heirloom or keepsake 
...make a photo collage of special family 

events or memories. Won’t be duplicated! 

In our Store Gallery: Originals & Prints by 
over 35 local artists plus we have sports, 

family, nature, and general themed art, as 
well as many unique gifts.

u Fulling Mill & Saw Mill   continued from page 4


