
�  •  the Amherst Citizen  •  N O V E M B E R    2 2 ,   2 0 1 1  •  w w w . a m h e r s t c i t i z e n . c o m   

Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., December 6, 2011

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, November 30

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Two Weeks to Remember
To the editor:

All of us at aurvara Salon, would like to thank everyone that participated 
in our “Two Weeks to Remember” event for Breast Cancer Awareness. We 
had a generous response for raffle items from so many local businesses and 
larger companies, as well.  We raised $2100 to donate to the Susan G. Ko-
men foundation, between the raffle and our annual cut-a-thon. We are so 
lucky to live in a community that cares so much for so many.

Thank you, again to all of those who participated.

Sheila A. Osborn 
And the Team at aurvara Salon

A Good Job  Done Well
To the editor:

We would like to thank the sophomores of Souhegan High School who 
came to our houses and raked up the leaves and cleaned up the flower beds.  
We certainly appreciate the effort put forward.  A good job  done well.  

Yours truly,
Edward and Beverly Trentini
Marshall and Audrey Strickland
Amherst 

Federal Debt, Deficit, Taxes,   
Unemployment
To the editor:

Our nation faces many challenges, high unemployment, Islamic terror-
ism, a public education decline, an unsecure southern border (causing vi-
olence and suffering), Wall St. and government financial corruption.  But 
probably none is greater than our huge national budget deficits and debt.  
This fiscal year’s federal deficit is over $1,300 billion or $1.3 trillion.  And 
our national debt is now almost $15T according to the Debt Clock.

For the last 35 years our federal government has been borrowing money 
each year to balance our national budget.  Yes, during the 8 years under 
President George W. Bush, our government increased the national debt by 
$4T or an average of $500B per year.  But already under President Obama, 
the national debt has increased $4T in 3 years for an average of $1.33T per 
year.  This federal government overspending must stop or we will destroy 
the United States!  This financial problem has been caused by many Demo-
crats and too many Republicans willing to spend money we don’t have.

  Although I’m not against taxing the super wealthy a little more to help 
fund our federal government, consider this.  According to the Forbes 400 
this year, the Gates fortune is $59B, Warren Buffet’s is $39B, George Soros 
is at $22B and George Kaiser is at $10B.  If they were all to donate their en-
tire fortunes totalling $130B to the federal deficit or debt, it would pay off 
less than 1% of this year’s deficit and less than 0.001% of our national debt.  
The answer to our federal debt and deficit problem is not more taxation.  It 
is to spend less!  Note also that Warren Buffet has estimated his suggested 
tax increase for the wealthy will increase tax revenue by about $20B, which 
is only a drop in the bucket.

In 1981, President Reagan and the Congress reduced the top tax bracket 
from 70% to 28%.  Interestingly from 1981 to 1988, unemployment fell from 
7.1% to 5.5% and tax revenues increased by 13%.  So perhaps raising taxes on 
the top 5% is not such a good idea.  And by the way, they already pay 44% of 
the total tax revenue according to the CBO.

Most individual and family wage earners learn how to balance their bud-
get and now our federal government must learn to do this.  We must not 
spend another $447B on jobs with money we don’t have.  We already know 
the almost $800B stimulus money we borrowed did little for our unem-
ployment situation, since unemployment is still over 9.0%.  It is time for our 
federal politicians to do what our Republican and Tea Party led state legis-
lature have done for us this year.  That is, reduce government spending and 
balance the budget!!

Tom McKinney
Mont Vernon

Generators: Caution
To the editor:

Lots of folks have recently obtained electrical generators. It appears that 
the generator manufacturers, in both China and the US, have implemented 
cost cutting measures that affect these machines, failed to make note of 
them in their manuals, and thus set the stage for a rash of failures. They 
have eliminated the oil filler tube/dipstick assembly. 

On inspection, you will see a hole about 5 inches above the oil cap. Some-
times it is left open, and sometimes there is a plug in it. Since these ma-
chines have a splash oil lubrication system, oil level is critical to engine life. 
If you cannot easily check it, chances are it won’t be checked, and prema-
ture engine failure will ensue. The necessary “optional” parts are available 
on-line for about $20. One place I have seen them is www.brandnewen-
gines.com, and I recommend obtaining the parts if you want to properly 
maintain your generator.

Thank you,
Thomas A. Geis
Amherst

Thank You And All Our American 
Veterans 
To the editor:

Energy! Enthusiasm! Sincerity! On November 10, ten Souhegan High 
School students and three leading adults came to the home of a Korean 
War veteran in the spirit of thanking and honoring all the women and men 
for the years they spent in the American armed forces. They expressed their 
gratitude by performing  hours of community service.  They left a perfectly 
raked yard, and trimmed shrubs including leaves and brush carted all away.  
The appreciative Lamarres of 15 Church St were humbled as they thanked 
the team.  However, in lieu of the classic “You’re welcome,” the students and 
adults returned: “No… Thank you and all our American veterans.” 

 
Brenda and Clem Lamarre
Amherst

I Appreciate Your Support As A 
Retired Navy Veteran.
To the editor:

Three and 1/2 hours of work by eleven Souhegan High School sopho-
mores performing Community Service has saved us weeks of work.

On November 10th,  these 11 students were at our home from 10:00-1:30.  
During that time, they hauled about 3 cords of unsplit fire wood to a cen-
tral location, loaded branches on a truck and trailer for the dump, assisted 
stacking wood,  several ran a backpack blower corraling leaves on about an 
acre of ground, while others raked leaves into a mulching area.  We were 
impressed.

Many thanks to all these sophomores, we will have you back anytime.  
Learning the personal value of volunteering to help others is a treasure you 
will not forget. 

I appreciate your support as a retired Navy veteran.
 

Ken and Jean Miller
Amherst

Souhegan HS Basketball Tips Off 
Soon And Needs Your Support
To the editor:

The 2011-12 HS basketball season is upon us and the Souhegan High 
School boys varsity team is preparing for another great season.  Under the 
direction of Head Coach Mike Heaney, the Sabers are coming off of an out-
standing year where they reached the NHIAA Division II Final Four for the 
first time in seven years.  As the #10 seed in the State Tournament, the Sa-
bers upset #7 Lebanon and #2 Pembroke on the road to get to Durham - the 
first time a Souhegan basketball team has ever won two road playoff games 
to achieve the final four.  This year’s team, led by junior captain Brandon 
Len, hopes to continue moving the program in a positive direction.

It is my hope that those of you who are reading this will come to some of 
the games this year to support our team - especially those of you who have 
never attended a game before.  The action is  fun and exciting and many 
players, students, coaches, and parents have worked hard to help the team 
position themselves to play championship caliber basketball.  SHS opens 
Division II play at home on Friday, December 16 vs. Laconia with a varsity 
start time of 6:30PM.  The Sabers will also be participating in the Chick 
-Fil-A Holiday Basketball Classic in Nashua December 26-29 with game 
times TBA.

See you at the game, and Go Sabers!!!
Mike Boehm
Amherst

Thank You From The Scouts Of 
Amherst And Mont Vernon
To the editor:

On behalf of the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts of Amherst and Mont Ver-
non, I would like to say a huge thank you to all of those who so gener-
ously donated food and household items for this year’s Scouting for Food 
program. I would also like to thank the Girl Scouts who participated, the 
many wonderful Scout leaders, and also the parent volunteers who assisted 
in our efforts. Thanks to you, our Scouts collected over 2500 items that 
will help benefit those in need. I know that many food pantries, includ-
ing SHARE, depend on the Scouting for Food program to help keep their 
shelves stocked at this time of year.

If you did not receive a door hanger from the Scouts and would still like 
to donate, we encourage you to take your donation directly to SHARE in 
Milford. Every donation is truly appreciated.

Thanks again to all of you who helped make this year’s Scouting for Food 
Program a huge success!!!

Cherina Cohen
Scouting for Food Coordinator

Community Council Is  Model For 
Schools Across The Country
To the editor:

This letter was triggered by the comments in the last edition by Mr. Gow-
ell but is not really a response to them. My thoughts are long overdue. I 
write as a member of the Community Council and a Sr. member in more 
ways than one. I bring my experience as a business man, community activ-
ist, taxpayer and curmudgeon. I have seen the students come and go, com-
munity reps be replaced by other citizens who have the time and interest to 
participate, and the culture of the school change over the years. In virtually 
every instance, the calm, thoughtful and mature discussion and ultimately 
the decision making is beyond impressive. Our institutions in Washington 
could take lessons from this deliberative body.

The level of research on a given subject is a key component of the thought-
ful decisions. Experts on a subject with real world experience are regularly 
asked to help the group figure out what is the “right” thing to do. I have wit-
nessed the vote go against what would logically seem to be in the best in-
terests of “self-serving” students. I have watched and listened when a num-
ber of the very top students in the school spoke out on behalf of removing 
the decile system, thus benefiting not themselves but the bulk of the stu-
dent body. I have often seen a “toe-in-the-water” approach to change with 
the idea of re-visiting the subject after our own experience is quantified. 
And to address Mr.Gowell’s point about Community Council’s influence 
on taxpayers, budgetary matters are the purview of the school board and 
“Ways and Means” and while CC has the ability to make recommenda-
tions, it is not our charge.

Our Community Council system is a model for other schools in the coun-
try. We regularly have visitors from near and far who want to learn about 
our well-respected approach to demonstrating representative government. 
It is an honor to be a part of this wonderful program and I recommend it to 
others in the community.

Richard Katzenberg
Amherst

Your Support  That Gives Us This 
Hope
To the editor:

We would like to thank all the people who made our recent fundraiser 
Toast for a Cure for CF at The Peddlers Daughter in Nashua such a great 
success. This is the 7th year that we have held this event and it just seems 
to get better every year, the continuous support we get has been astound-
ing. Firstly we would like to thank the Conneely Family and Staff at The 
Peddlers Daughter who donated the venue and delicious food for the event. 
Also thanks to The Pop Farmers and The New Hampshire Police Associa-
tion Pipe and Drum Band whose music was fantastic. The thing that amaz-
es us the most was the amount of people who joined us to show their sup-
port, thank-you for buying raffle tickets, auction items, jewelry and t-shirts! 
In particular, thank-you to Amanda Rogers and Amherst Middle School 
hockey team who came out in force and sold t-shirts especially designed by 
them to raise funds for a cure for CF. We are so grateful that local business-
es can still be kind enough in these hard economic times to donate items 
, the auction and raffle would not have been possible without them. The 
night was a great success, we had no expenses so all of the $6,000 raised 
will go to the Cystic fibrosis foundation to fund research for a cure for CF 
and help fund the top class local CF Clinic.

At this time of year we give thanks to everyone who has been so support-
ive of all our fundraisers. Cystic fibrosis is still a life threatening disorder, 
the life expectancy is only 37 years. However there is huge progress be-
ing made in the treatment and there may be even a cure in the not so dis-
tant future, check www.cff.org for more details. We hope and pray that our 
daughter Rosie will stay healthy until the cure is found, it is your support  
that gives us this hope. Have a wonderful Thanksgiving,
 

Thank-you,
The Garvey Family
Amherst


