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Make-it / Take-it Craft
Come to the MAKE-IT/TAKE-IT 

table in the  Children’s Room at any 
time during the week of December 12-
18 to make your own gift bag. You can 
choose to make a reindeer bag or a snow-
man bag!

Holiday Stories and Songs
On Tuesday, December 13 at 3:30pm,  Miss Sue and 

Miss Sarah will present a special Holiday Storytime, 
highlighting   stories and songs from both the Christ-
mas and the Hanukkah traditions. 

We’ll read books, sing songs, and do a simple craft.
It’s our way of saying, “Happy Holidays” to all of the 

patrons that help to make the Amherst Town Library 
such a fun place to be!

For ages 3 and up—-no registration required.
Come and join us!!

 2011-2012 Session Calendar:
We run five 6-wk sessions during the school year  
Session 2     week of  Nov. 7 - Dec. 16
Session 3     week of  Jan. 9 - Feb. 17
Session 4     week of  Mar. 5 - April 13
Session 5    week of  April 30 - June 8

CHECK OUT OUR STORYTIMES!
In an effort to accommodate as many of 

our young patrons as possible, we have 
re-scheduled our groups to the follow-

ing times----make sure to mark your 
calendars!
Our fall storyhour 

Session 2 will begin the week of 
November 7, and run through De-
cember 16.
Baby Listeners   Lapsit Story-
time      Fridays at 10:30
(birth to 24 mos.)  Caregivers pres-

ent
Our “baby” group meets on Tues-

day mornings and offers an opportu-
nity for babies and their caregivers to 

gather for rhymes,songs and puppets. 
This 30-minute program emphasizes tradi-

tional rhymes that reinforce language patterns 
and provide for parent/child interaction.  A simple book 
or two intended for this age is generally highlighted.
Toddler Time   Tuesdays at 10:00  
(2 and 3-yr.-olds)     Caregivers present

The Tuesday story time offers a variety of books, 
songs, finger plays and felt board activities for our young 
preschooler.  Two or three stories geared to the young-
er child will be presented, and every 45-minute session 
concludes with a simple craft for child and caregiver to 
complete together.
Book Bunch   Wednesdays at 1:00pm
Thursdays at 10:00
(3- 6-yr.-olds)

Our Book Bunch storytime is designed with the lon-
ger attention span of the older child in mind.  These ac-
tion-packed 30 minute programs include a wide variety 
of books, fingerplays, and songs.
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This is a season for gatherings.  Families and wild 
critters gather for end-of-fall good food.  Firewood 
by humans and dry leaves by squirrels are gathered 
for winter warmth and shelter.  This writer is trying 
to gather thoughts which like “dry leaves before the 
wild hurricane…” fly on different paths.

On December 6, 342 Saint Nicholas, an archbish-
op of Myra, died.  Saint Nicolas is the patron saint 
of Russia, mariners, youth and virgins.  From the 
earliest times, he has been one of the saints most 
pictured and noted for his charity.  Were he living 
today, I’m sure gifts to SHARE would fill his sack.  
We’ll just have to carry the sacks for him.

This is the season for lights.  And I’m not speak-
ing of shopping mall lights. Light from temple 
lamps has been at the core of Jewish tradition 
since Maccabean time.  Words found in the Union 
Prayer Book in celebration of Hanukkah (a feast of 
eight days) are good for all of us:

Praised be Thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the 
world who has sanctified us by Thy command-
ments and bidden us kindle the Hanukkah lights.  
We kindle them to recall the great and wonderful 
deeds wrought through the zeal with which God 
filled the hearts of the heroic Maccabees.  These 
lights remind us that we should look unto God, 
whence comes our help.  As their brightness in-
creases from night to night, let us more fervently 
give praise to God for the ever-present help He has 
been to our fathers in the gloomy nights of trouble 
and oppression.

Candles and their light have long been asso-
ciated with holidays, especially winter holidays.  

The seasonal Advent 
candles’ history can be 
traced back to pre-Christian Germanic communi-
ties where rings of candles were lighted to speed 
the return of Spring days and warmth.  

Colonists made bayberry candles as an alterna-
tive to tallow candles by steaming the wax off the 
berries of the coastal bayberry bushes – lots of ber-
ries.  Tradition is that a bayberry candle lighted on 
Christmas Eve and allowed to burn to the socket 
will bring a year of health and wealth to the pock-
et.

The yellow blossoms of swamp candles, a.k.a. 
yellow loosestrife (a native species) are long gone.  
Now the brilliant red berries of black alder, a native 
holly, light the wetlands around town.  These fruits 
too, are items to be gathered by robins, catbirds ce-
dar waxwings as well as holiday decorators to em-
bellish the greens of wreaths candle bases.

In our last article about things you can do to help 
conservation, we suggested giving nature and out-
door-related books, especially to young people.  In 
our next article we will include suggested trails and 
areas for cross-country skiing and snowshoeing. 
These are, of course, more fully described in the 
Amherst Walk Book 2nd edition.  Don’t be misled 
by the title; this is an all-season guide to the trails 
and nature of Amherst and nearby areas.  All sales 
support the conservation efforts of the Amherst 
Conservation commission.  The book is sized for 
hikers’ pockets and Christmas stockings.

Along with being the kick-off of 
the 7th annual Sundays at 4 Music 
Series at the Library, the “Wildest 
Dreams” concert is honoring Am-
herst residents Vick and Nancy Ben-
nison for their 30 years of dedicated 
service to the annual Friends of the 
Amherst Town Library’s Book Sale.  
In a recent conversation with Vick 
and Nancy, they shared some in-
teresting history of their long vol-
unteer involvement with the Book 
Sale.  In the beginning, Nancy be-
gan sorting, organizing, and man-
aging the donation of books (and 
puzzles, tapes, etc.) in an old barn 
on Old Milford Rd. that was made 
available for the Friends use.  

Conditions were not ideal— holes 
in the rotting wooden floor slats, 
cool temps and dark corners—but 
the sorting went on.  Nancy remem-
bers her youngest daughter, Emily, 
not old enough to read, but helping 
with the sorting as she delighted in 
recognizing pictures on the front of 
the book that led her to know it was 
a romance novel.  So, even at an ear-
ly age, the spirit of community ser-
vice was important in their family.  
Seeing the barn operation inspired 
Nancy’s husband, Vick, to build an 

area in their basement for the stor-
age of the books collected for the 
sale during the year.  As the dona-
tions grew through the years, the 
books sprawled out into the garage 
as Vick and Nancy just kept open-
ing up more area for the books. The 
cars just got relocated to the drive-
way!  

Currently, the books are stored in 
two storage units in Amherst along 
with a special collection remaining 
in storage at the Bennison’s home 
until the sale in September.  The 
Bennisons estimate when they be-
gan the tasks of picking up dona-
tions at our library, sorting and 
storing them at their home, there 
were 1000 items and now they esti-
mate close to 15,000.  

Thanks to the generous spirits and 
hard work of the Bennisons, the an-
nual Friends of the Amherst Town 
Library Book Sale continues to ben-
efit our library and our whole com-
munity.  In our “Wildest Dreams” 
we could not have imagined such 
wonderful service to our library.  A 
huge THANK YOU to Nancy and 
Vick!  On this special occasion, The 
Friends of the Amherst Town Li-
brary along with the Amherst Town 

Library invite you to join us for this 
celebratory concert and special re-
ception honoring Vic and Nancy to 
follow after the performance in the 
Boardman Room of the Library.

 The Amherst Town Library is 
appreciative for the support and 
funding provided by the Friends 
of the Amherst Town Library for 
this entire 2012 music series.  The 
series continues on February 12th 
with The United States Air Force 
Bay State Winds; March 18th with 
A Celtic Celebration: Aubrie Di-
onne and Piper Runion-Bareford in 
Concert; and, ends with a final per-
formance on April 15th of the New 
Hampshire Master Chorale in Con-
cert with Music Director Dan Per-
kins.  To register for any or all of 
these programs, please call the Am-
herst Town Library at 673-2288, 
email library@amherst.lib.nh.us, or 
visit the Library’s web site at http://
www.amherst.lib.nh.us and click 
on the calendar icon, labeled “Cal-
endar of Events” on the homepage. 
All these concerts are free and open 
to the public.  Submitted by Ruslyn 
Vear, Head of Reference and Adult 
Programming at the Amherst Town 
Library.  

u Wildest Dreams: A New Year Of Music   continued from page 1

Wishing you had some extra cash this 
holiday season? 

Take the worries out of holiday shopping and even consolidate higher interest rate 

debt with our Holiday Wish Loan. For a limited time, rates start as low as 8.81%apr.

Don’t miss this limited time offer! Apply online or call Lending After Hours™ to speak 

with a live representative any time of day.

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) based on a $20,000 loan, including a $75 origination fee, with a 60-month term, at a simple rate of 8.65% and monthly payments of $413.42. 
Rate includes a .25% rate discount for choosing any two of the following: eStatements, automatic payments, credit life protection, or credit disability protection. Rate and terms 
determined by credit history. Rate accurate as of 11/1/11 and subject to change. Other rates and terms available. Loans must be new to GSCU. This credit union is federally 
insured by the National Credit Union Administration.

Granite State Credit Union We are New Hampshire!

AMHERST  CANDIA  CONCORD  MANCHESTER  NASHUA  SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for over 65 Years.

Holiday Wish Loan

AMHERST – Librarian Rus-
lyn Vear accepts the gift of the 
book  Dolls at 2000, A Celebra-
tion Of Dolls At The Millennium 
- from Diane Gardenour, Presi-
dent of the Nellie W. Perkins Doll 
and Miniature Society of NH.  The 
group meets on the 3rd Saturday of 
the month usually at the Amherst 
Town Library.  Contact Ann Ber-

gin at acbergin@aol.com for further 
information.  The NWP club is a 
chapter of the United Federation of 
Doll Clubs (www.UFDC.org).  They 
have meetings with speakers that 
study and celebrate the art of the 
doll,  host teas to educate children, 
set crafting events and celebrate the 
world of dolls

Book Donated to Library

Thank you for 35 years of business

Our New Inventory of Thousands 
of the World’s Most Beautiful 
Rugs from India, China,Pakistan, 
Nepal and Persia have Arrived!

(603) 472-8200
280 Route 101, Bedford, NH

www.mirsultanrugs.com

Open Mon - Sat
10 am- 6 pm

Sundays
11 am- 5 pm

Grand Re-Opening Sale  
Now thru Dec. 31st!

EvEry rug WaShing60% OFF
rugs are carefully washed by hand

professionally done fringe, binding or re-weaving repairs50% OFF EvEry rug rEpair

with 30 day money back guarantee or full price trade-in40% OFF EvEry handMadE rug

Locally
Owned & 

Fully
Insured

Amherst Town Library

Ruslyn Vear and Diane Gardenour


