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Schools
Thanksgiving Feast at Wilkins School

Wilkins School

Lego League Going to State Competition

“Magic in the Making” by Amherst Middle School Theater Clubs

Students in the News

Amherst PTA 60th Annual Play 
- Oklahoma Auditions!

Souhegan Alpine Ski Team presents:

Warren Miller’s... Like There’s No Tomorrow

Amherst Middle School Theater Clubs will produce Disney’s “Alice in Wonderland Jr.” March 15-17.  Rehearsals have  already begun. The cast and crew 
of the Amherst Middle School Theater Club are preparing to put on the best play EVER!!!  

Congratulations to the 
Brickinators for advancing to 
State level competition during 
the FIRST Lego League quali-
fier held at Merrimack High 
School on November 12, 2011.  
The first year team, made up of 
students from Amherst, spent 
September and October re-
searching a solution to a food 
contamination while also run-
ning robotic challenges.  The 
team created a new way to de-
tect E. Coli in fresh fruits and 
vegetables.  The team will ad-
vance to the NH FIRST Lego 
League Championship Tour-
nament held December 3rd 
at Manchester Central High 
School. 

Back Row:  Michael Poisson, 
Christine Poisson (coach), Nick 
Fichtner, Ryan Hanks.  Front 
row:  Annalise Poisson, Dylan 
Carlson, Duncan McGrath

Allie Bohan Named to Fall 
2011 Honor Roll at Pomfret 
School

POMFRET, CT  - Allie Bohan 
of Nashua, a member of the Class 
of 2012 was recently named to the 
High Honor Roll for the fall term at 
Pomfret School.

A student can earn Honors with 
a 3.0 average and no grade below a 
“B-,” while High Honors is earned 
with a 3.5 average and no grade be-
low and “B-.”
Hahn Joins Maine Maritime 
Regiment Of Midshipmen

CASTINE, ME – Midshipman 
Eric Hahn, Amherst, was recently 
sworn in as a member of the Maine 
Maritime Academy Regiment of 
Midshipmen at a ceremony held 
earlier this fall during the college’s 
annual Family Weekend.  The Mid-
shipman Oath was administered to 
the 201 candidates by Captain Jeff 
Loustaunau, Commandant of Mid-
shipmen, marking the successful 
conclusion of Regimental Prepara-
tory Training (RPT).

Hahn, a graduate of Souhegan 
High School, Amherst is a mem-
ber of the MMA Class of 2015 and 
is majoring in Marine Engineering 
Technology.

RPT, a six-week intensive train-
ing program, emphasizes traditions 
of the MMA Regiment of Midship-
men, military drill, aquatic train-
ing, and ship familiarization.  

Vassallo Joins Maine Maritime 
Regiment Of Midshipmen

CASTINE, ME – Midshipman 
Timothy Vassallo, Amherst was re-
cently sworn in as a member of the 
Maine Maritime Academy Regi-
ment of Midshipmen at a ceremony 
held earlier this fall during the col-
lege’s annual Family Weekend.  The 
Midshipman Oath was adminis-
tered to the 201 candidates by Cap-
tain Jeff Loustaunau, Commandant 
of Midshipmen, marking the suc-
cessful conclusion of Regimental 
Preparatory Training (RPT).

 Vassallo, a graduate of Souhegan 
High School, Amherst, N.H., is a 
member of the MMA Class of 2015 
and is majoring in Marine Trans-
portation Operations.

RPT, a six-week intensive train-
ing program, emphasizes traditions 
of the MMA Regiment of Midship-
men, military drill, aquatic train-
ing, and ship familiarization.
Local Residents Named to 
Dean’s List at the Savannah 
College of Art and Design

SAVANNAH, GA - Charlotte 
Walters of Amherst has been 
named to the Dean’s List at the Sa-
vannah College of Art and Design 
for fall quarter 2011. Full-time un-
dergraduate students who earn a 
grade point average of 3.5 or above 
for the quarter receive recognition 
on the Dean’s List.

Oklahoma!, the first musical 
written by famed composers Rod-
gers and Hammerstein is coming 
to the Amherst PTA!  The perfect 
show to celebrate 60 years of won-
derful community theatre with its 
uplifting story, beautiful scenery 
and popular music.  The story is set 
in Oklahoma territory, with cow-
boy Curly McLain and his budding 
romance with farm girl Laurey Wil-
liams.  Cowboy Will Parker and his 
fiancé’, the flirtatious Ado Annie 
liven the story with their trials and 
tribulations.  Jud Fry, a farm hand 
soon gets in the way of Curly and 
Laurie for an unusual love triangle.   

The original Broadway produc-
tion of Oklahoma opened in 1943.  
It was a box-office smash and ran 
for an unprecedented 2,212 perfor-
mances.  In 1955, Oklahoma was 
adapted for the screen, winning 2 
Academy Awards starring Shirley 
Jones as Laurey and Gordon Mac-
Rae as Curly.  The 2002 Broadway 
revival experienced similar success, 
being nominated for seven Tony 
Awards.   With hit songs like Oh, 
What a Beautiful Mornin’, The Sur-

rey with the Fringe on Top, I Can’t 
Say No, People Will Say We’re in 
Love, and Oklahoma, it is a show 
not to be missed.  

Auditions will be held Tues-
day, January 3rd from 6 – 8pm and 
Wednesday, January 4th, 6 – 8pm 
with possible callbacks Thursday, 
January 5th.  Mandatory first re-
hearsal and parent meeting is Sun-
day, January 8th from 1 – 5pm.  
Auditions are at Clark School, 14 
Foundry Street in Amherst.  Please 
come with sheet music, prepared to 
sing, preferably a song in the style of 
the show and to learn a few dance 
steps.  

Show dates are April 12th – April 
15th  at the Souhegan High School 
Theatre. 

The show is Directed by Roger 
Hurd, Advisor to the Director Alan 
D. Kaplan.  Music Director is Kim 
Whitehead and Choreography by 
Vouli Anthimidou.  Producers Jack-
ie O’Dowd and Rita Piotrowski.  

Amherst PTA website: www.am-
herstpta.org

Any questions please call Jackie 
O’Dowd at 582-5211.

AMHERST – On Friday, De-
cember 9th at 7:30 pm at Souhe-
gan High School, the Souhegan Al-
pine Ski Team presents Like There’s 
No Tomorrow, Warren Miller En-
tertainment’s 62nd annual winter 
sports film, narrated by skiing icon 
Jonny Moseley and shot on loca-
tion on five continents.  The film 
will take you to the world’s most 
inspiring snowy landscapes in-
cluding Tuckerman Ravine, New 
Hampshire; Squaw Valley, Califor-
nia; Portillo, Chile; Kashmir, India; 
Hatveit Backyard Jam, Norway and 
the highest peaks in British Colum-
bia and New Zealand.   

There will be prizes and give-
aways including gift cards, ski pass-
es, t-shirts and more. You can also 
enter to win Warren Miller’s Sweep-
stakes.  The Grand prize is a 7-day 

heli-skiing package with air travel 
from Alaska Airlines and lodging at 
Hotel Alyeska in Alaska. The eligi-
ble finalist will receive, Playground, 
Warren Miller’s 2008 film.            

Local sponsors include Crotched 
Mountain Ski & Ride, Ken Jones 
Ski Mart, Pats Peak Ski Area, Sport 
Loft, and Zimmerman’s.

Tickets are $10 in advance and 
$15 at the door, and are being 
sold through ski team members at 
Souhegan and Sport Loft on Route 
101A in Amherst.  Doors open 30 
minutes prior to show. Movie trailer 
can be seen at warrenmiller.com.  

So join us and watch world-class 
athletes – drop lines most of us only 
see in our dreams, and learn frame-
by-frame, how to live…..Like There’s 
No Tomorrow.

Third grade feast Students join hands in giving Thanks.

Third graders in Mrs. 
Ireland’s class enjoyed 
their Thanksgiving feast 
in their classroom.  Stu-
dents brought in food 

to share with classmates: sliced 
turkey, cheese, pop corn, potato 
chips, pumpkin and zucchini bread 
(to name a few). Before eating they 
held hands and each child men-
tioned what they were thankful for 
this year.  The list included, family, 
friends, home, health, our protec-
tors, and learning to share and be 
thankful.  One student said he was 
thankful for “practically everything 
and the best teacher in the world.”

Farrington announced the estab-
lishment of the Susan Stitt Glob-
al Science Initiative and described 
it to the attendees at the Majestic 
Theatre on Manchester’s West Side 
as a collaborative exploration of 
global science issues with students 
from other cultures.  The initia-
tive will focus on engaging all sev-
enth grade students, with the use of 
iPad technology, to explore global 
issues such as Going Green, Cli-
mate Change & Global Warming, 
Biodiversity, Over Consumption of 
the Earth’s Natural Resources, and 
Health and Wellness.  The inquiry-
based project will encourage Am-
herst Middle School students and 
students from around the world to 
learn to work together to solve real 
problems within their communi-
ty which have global implications. 

Virtual discussions with students 
from other countries will allow 
for multiple points of view.  While 
student’s findings may indicate a 
need for change, their local reality 
may dictate different approaches to 
the same problem. Students will be 
challenged to expand the comfort-
able limits of thought, tolerance, 
and performance in a safe environ-
ment. 

Trustees found the project not 
only to be highly valuable educa-
tionally, but also to be particularly 
appropriate in Sue Stitt’s memory.  
During her tenure as a member and 
then chair of the Amherst School 
Board, Sue Stitt was a great sup-
porter of technology and innova-
tive methods of teaching.  She en-
visioned the issues that students 
would face and what educators 

must do to prepare students for the 
21st century.  She was particularly 
aware of the need for inter-cultural 
understanding and global commu-
nication skills for the citizens of the 
future.  

Bean Trustee Chair, David Scan-
nell, acknowledged the many con-
tributions that Sue Stitt brought to 
the Bean Foundation board during 
her nearly five year term.  She had 
extensive experience in commu-
nity activities, she oversaw the im-
proved use of technology in the of-
fice and by Bean Foundation staff, 
she always asked perceptive ques-
tions and challenged Trustees to 
question themselves as they made 
decisions and set priorities, and she 
oversaw the review by Trustees of 
all of the Bean Foundation’s oper-
ating guidelines,  in spite of exten-

sive periods out of the country and 
increasing health issues.  She even 
chaired a meeting of Bean Founda-
tion Trustees by Skype from Bogota, 
Colombia, demonstrating to Trust-
ees how technology can make more 
things possible while still being easy 
and effective.  Scannell commented 
to the annual meeting audience, 
“Sadly, this year we lost our Trustee 
and friend, Sue Stitt, to cancer be-
fore she could complete her emeri-
tus year, and long before her family, 
friends, and community were ready 
to let her go.” He closed by thank-
ing Steve Stitt and his daughters for 
sharing Sue Stitt and her many tal-
ents not only with the Bean founda-
tion, but also with the community 
of Amherst for so many years.  

u Grant to Support Susan Stitt Global Science Initiative   continued from page 1

Kindergartners through fourth grade students at Clark-Wilkins 
School donated non-perishable food for Thanksgiving feasting.  
The food will be distributed by SHARE.
The Food Pantry is always in need of condiments, juices, cere-
als, pancake mix, and syrup. Peanut butter is also a favorite with 
children.  This has been a difficult year for the Food Pantry, serving 
more families than last year.  The students in the last week made a 
big effort to increase their donations to match the increase in need.

Food Collection for SHARE
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