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By Brian Gleason
Director emerGency ServiceS

AMHERST — New 
Hampshire Fish and Game 
officials are warning of thin 
ice in light of recent rain 
and warmer temperatures.  
Unseasonably warm temps 
have prevailed for weeks, in-
cluding some days where it 
was warmer up north than 
in the south.

In Amherst, tempera-
tures in December were 
more than 10 degrees above 
normal, according to the 
National Weather Service. 
“Without any snow, the ice 
on the lake and area ponds 

looks great, but that’s de-
ceiving” said EMS Direc-
tor Brian Gleason. “There 
are many extremely thin 
ice spots in Amherst where 
actually the ice is nothing 
more than a veneer”. 

Officials say ice is unsafe 
for foot travel and snow-
mobiles in most parts of 
the states. They say smaller 
lakes and ponds may be safe, 
but advise sportsmen to use 
a chisel or an auger to test 
ice thickness before ventur-
ing out. Ice should be a min-
imum of 6 inches thick for 
foot passage and 8-10 inches 
thick for snowmobiles and 
other all-terrain vehicles.

Amherst Officials are urg-
ing people to stay off of the 
ice on local lakes and other 

bodies of water due to thin 
ice conditions and to please 
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TOWN OF AMHERST
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Amherst Supervisors of the Checklist will 
be in session at the Town Clerk’s office at the 
Amherst Town Hall on Tuesday, January 24, 2012 
between 7:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  This session 
will be for new voter registration and corrections 
to the checklist.  Change in party registration will 
be accepted.  Please bring proof of residence and 
identification with you.

Voting will take place on Tuesday, March 13th 
at  Souhegan High School from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m.

HEARINgS & DELIBERATIvE 
SESSIONS
TOWN OF AMHERST PUBLIC HEARINg
Tuesday, January 17 at 7 p.m. - 

$800,000 bond hearing at Town Hall; 
budget hearing at 7:30, immediately 
after bond hearing.

TOWN DELIBERATIvE MEETINg
Wednesday, February 8 at 7 p.m.   

Town Deliberative at Souhegan High 
School

SCHOOL DISTRICT PUBLIC HEARINgS
Wednesday, January 11 -
6:00 Amherst budget; 
7:00 Souhegan bond followed by  

Souhegan budget
Thursday, January 12 - 7:00   

Mont Vernon budget
SCHOOL DELIBERATIvE MEETINgS
Monday, February 6, at 7:00 Souhegan
Tuesday, February 7 at7:00 Amherst
Wednesday, February 8 at 7:00   

Mont Vernon
ELECTION DAy
Tuesday, March 13, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

at Souhegan Cooperative High School

TOWN OF AMHERST
FILINg PERIOD FOR TOWN OFFICES
January 25, 2012 – February 3, 2012

2 Selectmen for 3 years 
1 Trustee of the Trust Funds for 3 Years
2 Library Trustees for 3 Years 
1 Moderator for 2 Years
1 Cemetery Trustee for 3 Years 
1 Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 Years
2 Zoning Board of Adjustment Mem-
bers  for 3 Years
1 Treasurer for 3 Years

Candidates may file at the Town Clerk’s office 
during regular business hours and up to 5:00PM 
on February 3, 2012.

Clark-Wilkins School 2012/2013 
New Student Registration

Registration for incoming Kindergarteners and 
First Graders new to the district will take place on 
Saturday, February 4, 2012 in the Clark School 
Multipurpose Room.  Snow date Saturday, Febru-
ary 11, 2012.  Children must be 5 and 6 years old 
by 9/30/12 to register for Kindergarten and First 
Grade respectively.  Students that are currently 
enrolled in kindergarten do not need to re-enroll for 
First Grade.  Enrollment packets can be download-
ed from our website http://www.sprise.com/clark/ 
and completed at your convenience.  Please bring 
your completed packet along with your child’s im-
munization records, most recent physical and origi-
nal birth certificate.

Amherst Area Newcomers Club 
Over 150 area children and their parents spent 

the morning having breakfast with Santa Claus and 
making holiday crafts.  The Newcomers club’s next 
monthly event will be their January Champagne 
Brunch on Saturday, January 21st.  New members 
are welcome. For information visit  NHNewcomers.
com or call the club president, Kathy Freitas at:  
673-0275

Geography Bee coordinator Jaime Richardson, Julia Tilton, runner-up, Michaela Purvis, champion, and  
Clark-Wilkins School principal, Gerry St. Amand.

AMHERST – On Thursday 
morning, eight fourth grade final-
ists took their seats on the Wilkins 
School stage to compete in the 24th 
Geography Bee sponsored by the 
National Geographic Society.  The 
three girls and five boys had quali-
fied as finalists after preparing and 
testing at the classroom level.

Michaela will now take a written 
test. The top scorers (up to 100) in 
each state will be eligible to com-
pete in their state Bee on March 

30.  Each state champion will par-
ticipate in the national champion-
ships in May in Washington, D.C.

In the early round the finalists 
needed to know the states where 
you would find Beacon Hill and 
the Freedon Trail, Toledo, Kona 
Coast, Scranton, the Fingerlakes 
and Mackinac Island. 

In later rounds students were 
asked in what land locked country 
north of the River Niger and on the 
southern edge of the Sahara Des-

ert would you find Timbuktu. An-
swer: Mali.

And the championship question 
involved knowing in what country 
Mayan ruins can be found.  An-
swer: Mexico.

Congratulations, Michaela. Oth-
er finalists included:  Cole Woods 
(second runner-up), Zachary Dean, 
Ari Garnick, Sarah Aspinwall, Jack 
Ede, and Tristan Colby.

National Geographic Bee

Michaela Purvis Wins Geography 
Bee at Wilkins School

Reminder

SHS Robotics 
Comedy Night, 
January 14, 7PM

By nathan castle

AMHERST - Team En-
tropy 138 is the Souhegan 
High School First Robotics 
Team.  Each year, we build 
a robot (sometimes two!) to 
compete in First competi-
tions.   We are composed of 
several sub-teams, includ-
ing programming, anima-
tion, business, mechanical, 
and electrical teams.  These 
teams work together to de-
sign and build a competitive 
robot.  This is an expensive 
process that costs thou-
sands of dollars.

Our biggest fundraising 
event each year is our an-
nual comedy night.  This 
year, the comedy night is 
on Saturday, January 14th 
at 7:30.  We will be having 
three well-known come-
dians, Paul Nardizzi, Dave 
Rattigan, and Chris Dimi-
trakopoulos, coming from 
Boston to perform in the 
Souhegan High School The-
ater.   It will be a great time 
and we hope to have a great 
turnout again this year.  Rat-
ing PG-13.

In addition to the comedy 
night, we are having a bake 
sale and a silent auction.   
Both will be at the same 
time as the comedy night 

at SHS. We will have tons 
of delicious baked goods at 
reasonable prices. We will 
also have many great items 
at the silent auction.   There 
is a huge range of items 
available and there is sure to 
be something for everyone 
to love. 

Comedy, food, and an auc-
tion are all coming together 
on one amazing night!  It re-
ally is going to be a fantas-
tic time, and at $15 a tick-
et, there really is no reason 
not to go.   Just don’t forget 
to bring money for the bake 
sale and auction!

All of us on the robotics 
team are looking forward 
to the Comedy Night.   We 
hope that you will support 
us by purchasing a ticket 
ahead of time for $15, or at 
the door for $20.  For tickets 
prior to the event, contact 
Allan McGuy at Themc-
guys@comcast.net  Don’t 
forget to bring extra money 
for the bake sale and silent 
auction.   All of the students 
on the team love partici-
pating and gaining real-
world experience with all of 
the disciplines involved in 
building a robot.   We thank 
you in advance for allow-
ing us to continue with your 
support.

Denali Delmar’s No-Knead 
Miracle Bread Workshop

Amherst Town Library

Denali Delmar presents the “No Knead Miracle Bread Work-
shop” on January 24 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

AMHERST - Rye with 
caraway? Rosemary-on-
ion? Craisin-pecan? Asiago 
cheese?  All these breads 
(and more) can be made 
with virtually no work and 
no messy counters to clean 
up!  Come learn the secrets 
at the Amherst Town Li-
brary when Denali Delmar 
presents the “No Knead 
Miracle Bread Workshop” 
on January 24 from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Johnson 
Meeting Room. 

This workshop is part of 
the Library’s adult evening 
series of programs in Janu-
ary and February with the 
theme of The Human Spirit: 
Adventures and Challeng-
es.  Professional bread bak-
er Denali Delmar will teach 
you how to make artisan 
bread in your home.  Time 
does all the work.  Denali 
has improved and expand-
ed on Jim Lahey’s method 
that was popularized by the 
New York Times in 2006.  
Do come enjoy samples of 
a variety of loaves while 
you learn the three simple 

steps to making this terrific 
bread, created to fit into the 
busiest of schedules.

“I fell in love with bread 
baking at first loaf,” says 
Denali.  The veteran bread 
baker crafted her first loaf 
in college and has been bak-
ing ever since.   She ran her 
successful bread bakery in 
Westford, MA for 10 years 
and has perfected her own 
no-knead method for mak-
ing artisan loaves at home.  
She has a passion for teach-
ing and bread baking and 
she will send you off with a 

Learn how to make this 
bread in three simple steps.

Continued on page 5  u
Amherst EMS

Warning: Lake/Pond Ice Is Just A Veneer

Graphic shows minimum ice depths required for safety.

Continued on page 4  u

Amherst Communications Center 

CodeRED Emergency Notification System Reminder
AMHERST - The Amherst Pub-

lic Safety Communications Cen-
ter reminds residents to register for 
our public alert system CodeRED, 
which allows residents and busi-
nesses to receive timely notifica-
tion by phone of weather related di-
sasters, such as evacuation notices, 
dangerous conditions in our com-
munity or missing children alerts 
according to EMS Director Brian 
Gleason. 

CodeRED gives the town the abil-
ity to deliver pre-recorded emer-
gency phone notifications and mes-
sages to either targeted areas of the 
town or to the entire community at 
a rate of up to 60,000 calls per hour, 
said Police Chief Peter Lyon. “The 
system not only delivers important 
messages faster, it gives businesses 
and individuals the ability to add 
their own phone numbers direct-

ly to the system’s telephone data-
base.”

The systems notification accu-
racy is only as good as the current 
5363 telephone number database 
supporting it, so it is critical for our 
residents and businesses to make 
sure that they provide accurate up 
to date contact information other-
wise the system will call an old or 
out-of-service number.  It is espe-
cially critical for those who have 
moved to a new address or changed 
phone numbers in the past three 
months, who have an unlisted 
phone number or who use a cell 
phone now as their main home or 
business line.

Residents and businesses can 
easily register any desired phone 

CodeRED can send up to 60,000 emergency 
phone messages per hour.

Continued on page 4  u

New Hampshire’s First-in-the-Nation Presidential Primary 
Results Available:  www.amherstcitizen.com


