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Town News
Events Calendar

Amherst Area Newcomers Club
Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 

array of  interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have  lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: NHNew-
comers.com

Beginner’s Photography Course Starting!
It’s time to be thinking of fun Stocking Stuffers. That’s why we wanted to give 

you a heads up about the beginner’s photography course at C1M Photography in 
Amherst, NH. Our last courses sold out completely. So, due to popular demand, 
we’ll be starting another Photography The Basics course on Thursday January 
19th, from 6:30—8:30. This six week course is for folks who want to get the most 
out of their camera (including the care and feeding of the little critters!). “What’s 
an f-stop—and should I use that term in mixed company? How does the shutter 
control light and motion? Composition? I thought that was something we did in 
English class! Does listening to Mozart make you more creative?” Both digital and 
film cameras will be covered in this class. There will be weekly class assignments 
and photo critiques. Class size is limited to 20 students and the cost of the course 
is only $270. The course always sells out quickly so it’s not too early to book your 
spot now.  Call 673-8200 for more information or to book your spot go to http://
nh-photography-classes.com/ 

Amherst MOMS Club
The Amherst MOMS Club holds a monthly business meeting open to residents 

every third Tuesday  at The First Baptist Church, 25 1/2 Middle Street in the Town 
of Amherst.  The International MOMS Club is a non-profit organization supporting 
moms who are home with their children.  Members can be stay-at-home, work-at-
home, or work part-time outside the home, but most activities take place during 
the weekday to support these moms without taking away from family time in the 
evenings and weekends. The exception to this rule is MOMS Night Out, a once-a-
month chance for moms to get out and have some me-time with friends. Other ac-
tivities include play dates, outings, get-togethers, and community service projects. 
For more information please e mail amherstmomsclubnh@gmail.com

Historic Amherst

Imbibing Spirituous Liquors at General Stores in Early Amherst
Taverns in Amherst: Part Four 

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

When it came time to build a second meet-
ing-house, which was also to be the Congrega-
tional church, the Amherst townsmen voted 
in 1771 that the building committee procure 
New England rum for the raising of its frame, 
for consumption by workers and spectators 
alike, not to exceed eight [!] barrels, plus one 
barrel of brown sugar, to be distributed at the 
discretion of the committee. (Secomb’s His-
tory of Amherst, 1883, p. 239). Similarly, in 
1784 when the Southwest or Third Parish of 
Amherst (south of Souhegan River, became 
part of Milford in 1794) made provision for 
the raising of their meeting-house, their com-
mittee was “authorized to procure one barrel 
of rum, two barrels of [hard] cider, and one 
quarter of sugar.” (Secomb, p. 82.) There was 
nothing unusual about this at that time, al-
though the drinking customs of the popula-
tion had caused enough problems that at the 
third annual Amherst town meeting, in 1762, 
a vote passed for the prevention of drunken-
ness on the “Lord’s Day,” by which all persons 
who kept “licensed houses” were prohibited 
from selling “spirituous liquors to any per-
son who constantly attended the public wor-
ship of God in this town;” the “penalty” for 
doing so being eighteen shillings, new tenor, 
for every half gill sold, and the same for ev-
ery pint of cider. The (first) meeting-house 
was near the intersection of Mack Hill and 
Jones Roads, and Hildreth’s tavern right 
across Jones Rd may have been too conve-
nient a place to warm up after a chilly church 
service. (I’m not sure how long that law lasted 
– no doubt it didn’t apply to travelers.)

“Rum was largely consumed, but our dis-
tilleries had scarcely begun. A half a pint of 
it was given, as a matter of course, [to] every 
day laborer, more particularly in the summer 
season. In all families, rich and poor, it was 
offered to male visitors, as an essential point 
of hospitality, or even good manners. Women 
– I beg pardon – ladies, took their schnapps, 
then named ‘Hopkins’ Elixer,’ which was the 
most delicious and seductive means of get-
ting tipsy that has been invented. Crying ba-
bies were silenced with hot toddy, then es-
teemed an infallible remedy for wind on the 
stomach. Every man imbibed his morning 
dram and this was esteemed temperance. ... 

Tavern hunting, especially in Winter, when 
there was little to do, was common, even with 
respectable farmers.”

The above passage is from an excerpt (pub-
lished in the Farmers’ Cabinet) of the book, 
“Recollections of a Lifetime” (1857) by Sam-
uel Griswold Goodrich (1793-1860), a famous 
and prolific author known by the pseudonym 
Peter Parley, who grew up in Connecticut and 
moved to Boston in 1826, where he was also 
a legislator. So the timeframe of that observa-
tion is around 1800.

Another favorite tavern drink was “flip,” a 
kind of “beer made from hops and malt in the 
fall of the year, put in a cask or barrel. When 
the fermentation had nearly ceased, the bar-
rel was bunged up. When used, a quart or 
pint mug nearly full was drawn from the cask, 
sweetened to suit the taste, a little “West In-
dia” and brandy were added, and sometimes 
an egg or two, and a red hot iron plunged into 
the compound, making it foam nicely.” (From 
letter to editor Deacon Boylston by D. F. Sec-
omb, future official town historian, printed in 
Farmers’ Cabinet 22 April 1874.)
A Pub on Every Corner

If one wanted to get a drink in Amherst 
Village in the 1790s, there were plenty of 
choices. Of course there were the tavern-inns 
(the ones that also provided food and lodg-

ing): Hildreth-Jones’ at 18 Jones Road and 
Smith’s at 3 Church Street, supplanted by 
the end of the decade by Dr. Curtis’ on south 
side of Common (1792 until burned in 1863) 
and John Watson’s at 1 Carriage Rd (1799 to 
1808, and 1812 to 1815). (The former house 
at 101 Boston Post Road became a tavern-
inn in 1807, until burned in 1865.) But some 
general stores also served spirituous drinks 
year round. There was Col. Robert Means’ 
old established store at the junction of Pierce 
Lane & Main St. on south side of Common; 
and Sam Whiting’s at SW corner of Main & 
Middle Streets (1793 until 1805; his succes-
sor until 1809). There was another such store 
on the west side of the Common (in today’s 
Brick School-Chapel block and/or across road 
near where Soldiers’ Monument now stands); 
also a short-lived store on Courthouse Road 
(Kimball’s next to Means mansion; and from 
1799 to 1802 Capt. Prior’s at no. 11). There 
was also Nathan Kendall’s store by 6 Mack 
Hill Road; at some point his house also served 
as an inn, judging by its old cooking facilities 
and retractable wall upstairs. And possibly in 
this decade there was already a store serving 
drinks in the vicinity of the corner of Church 
Street & Old Jail House Rd (there’s a name 
whose location I have not been able to pin-
point). To be clear, not all of these received a 
license from the selectmen to “keep a publick 
tavern and to retail spirituous liquors” for ev-
ery year. 

For the first three decades of the 19th cen-
tury, there were generally 4 or 5 such stores 
operating at any given time in Amherst Vil-
lage, with frequent turn-over among the pro-
prietors. Two with longevity were the “bon-
net” (nicknamed for its odd shape) in the 
monument triangle, which became the lead-
ing store in town for decades after Wm Read 
& son Robert became proprietors in 1807, and 
conveniently had a “hall” upstairs suitable for 
meetings; and after 1810 the store in the 3-
story brick building that stood where Moult-
on’s does now. 
Is a Store a Tavern?

In order to legally sell liquor, the vendor 
had to be licensed. Starting with September 
1792, such licenses granted by the select-
men were recorded by the town clerk (now on 
microfilm at Amherst Town Library, called 

Continued on page 6  u

numbers by completing a brief on-
line form. To sign up, visit the town’s 
website www.AmherstNH.gov and 
click on the CodeRED logo to reg-
ister. You can additionally register 
via the Amherst Police Department 
website www.AmherstPolice.com 
and click on the “CodeRED” link.  
Other information on that page fur-
ther describes the program and how 
it works.

Those without website access can 
contact the Amherst Communi-
cations Center at 673-4900 from 8 
am-5 pm on Monday-Friday to pro-
vide their information by phone.

“It is important to provide your 
street address, not a post office box, 
because the system is based on noti-
fying people by geographic location. 

Cells phones can be on the list, but 
have to be linked to a street address,” 
Lyon said.  Residents are encour-
aged to add “CodeRED” to your list 
of cell number contacts to immedi-
ately draw attention to the incom-
ing emergency call.  By program-
ming 866-419-5000 as “CodeRED” 
in your contact data, the incoming 
alert message will be identified re-
ducing the possibility of being ig-
nored as an unknown caller.

He added that it is important for 
people to know that the town is not 
liable for situations where CodeRED 
is unable to notify people on the call 
list. This can happen for a number 
of reasons, such as damaged phone 
lines, busy signals, lack of voice mail 
and potential glitches in the Co-

deRED system.
The CodeRED system will not be 

used for any non-emergency situa-
tions, said Lyon. “We want people 
to know that there are strict policies 
on the types of situations that will 
trigger an alert through CodeRED.”

Lyon added that “we do have a 
way for people to opt out of being 
called, but it is important for those 
who do this to know that it means 
they are choosing not to receive no-
tices about issues that could directly 
affect their health or safety. In other 
words, you cannot pick and choose 
the types of notices received,” Lyon 
said.

To opt out of being called through 
CodeRED, visit the webpage and 
look for the No Call List informa-

tion at the bottom of the page. This 
includes a link to a release form that 
you can print off, complete and re-
turn to the Communications Cen-
ter, or call 673-4900 on Monday-
Friday, 8am to 5 pm, to have a form 
mailed to you.

Residents are not removed from 
CodeRED until the form has been 
received by the Communications 
Center.

The Town of Amherst contracted 
with Emergency Communications 
Network, Inc. based in Ormond 
Beach, Florida, for the CodeRED 
service after reviewing other emer-
gency notification options available 
to local governments, said Lyon.

be aware of the following safety in-
formation:
•  Most victims of fatal accidents 

have been children. Parents and 
guardians should keep children 
away from thin ice on rivers, 
ponds, creeks, and lakes. When 
your child is near the ice or the 
water, you should be near your 
child.

•  The early part of winter has 
traditionally been the time of 
year when children are at-risk 
for ice accidents because of the 
holiday’s and school vacation 
schedules. With the lack of snow 
on the ground, children will have 
more time on their hands to 
explore outside.

•  Small bodies of water such as 
ponds are especially a hazard 

now since they are the most 
likely to have a thin layer of ice. 
A dusting of snow or frost may 
give thin ice the appearance that 
it is safe when it is not.

•  Remember to keep your dog on 
a leash this time of year. Fish 
and Game Officials statewide re-
spond each year to drowning and 
near-drowning incidents involving 
pet owners who put themselves 

in jeopardy chasing after a dog 
that wandered onto thin ice.

Fish and Game officials urge peo-
ple not to panic if they fall through 
the ice. They say to swim to where 
you fell in, lay both forearms on the 
unbroken ice and kick hard to get 
out of the water. 

u CodeRED Emergency Notification System Reminder   continued from page 1

u Warning: Lake/Pond Ice Is Just A Veneer   continued from page 1

The Stewart-Fay House in the Village at 101 
Boston Post Road was moved here in 1867 
and opened as a hotel in 1877 by J. B. Fay 
(1829-1886), a Civil War vet and tinsmith. 
In its original location at the east corner of 
Middle & Main Streets, it served briefly as 
a tavern owned by David Stewart Jr. (1799-
1880), first to accommodate visitors and par-
ticipants at the county fair held on Amherst 
Common in September 1822, and then for 
three years, 1827-1830.

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

www.thetownplier.com

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   eme R gen C Y   gene R ato R s    installed   –   C all    F o R    details  •

adfa

ANTIQUES P FINE ART

29TH ANNUAL

WINTER SALE!
– UP TO 65% OFF –

P

Buying silver & fine art
Family owned & operated

Free expert appraisals
P

323 Elm St/Rte 101A, Milford NH
603-673-8499

nhantiquecoop.com

Open daily 10 - 5

NEWHAMPSHIRE

ANTIQUE 
CO-OPINC.

EST.
1983

“Best of NH”
-NH Magazine

When it comes to meeting your financial goals, you really 
only need to see one person. At Edward Jones, we strive 
to meet all your financial services needs while providing 
exceptional personalized service. 

Because we serve individual investors and business 
owners, all of our energy and resources are dedicated to 
helping you reach your long-term financial goals. That’s 
why we live and work in your community. We meet with 
you face to face to discuss the key steps to creating your 
financial strategy. 

You talk, we listen, and we get to know you.

Why go anyWhere else?

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC

*Estate-planning services are offered through Edward Jones Trust Company. Edward Jones Trust 
Company and Edward Jones are separate subsidiaries of the Jones Financial Companies, L.L.L.P.
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Brian S McGuigan
Financial Advisor
.

46 Route 101A
Amherst, NH 03031
603-672-5520

Estate Planning*

Portfolio and Retirement Plan
Reviews

Equities

Mutual Funds

Marc D Chareth
Financial Advisor
.

1 Elm Street
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-3957

Trent Blalock
Financial Advisor
.

1 Elm Street
Milford, NH 03055
603-673-3957

For more information or to schedule a complimentary financial
review, call or stop by the Edward Jones location nearest you.

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986


