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Amherst Middle School

Hunger Banquet Highlights Global Issues

Liam Conway and other 7th graders sign the Oxfam Welcome Banner as 
they arrive

7th grade students who made a Humanitarian Organization Chair for the 
AMS Lobby in Industrial Arts class with Leo Levasseur.

High income ticket recipients celebrate their good fortune.

Mr. Larry Ballard leads the 7th grade chorus in an opening performance at the Banquet

Holiday Cookie Factory

Ivy Buxton, Elizabeth Silvia-Chandley, Lindsay Evans, Molly Manolis, and 
Molly Yeaton package up the cookie bags.

Hannah Cohen, Erin McCool, Christopher Sopper, Duncan McGrath and 
Jacob Georgoulakos deliver the cookie bags and note cards to faculty.

By Olivia Jewel Vordenberg

AMHERST - This year, as the vi-
sions of sugarplums were dancing in 
middle school students heads, Life 
Skills teacher Holly Vordenberg ini-
tiated a workshop that both educat-
ed her students and allowed them to 
show appreciation towards the fac-
ulty of the Amherst Middle School. 
“There was so much excitement 
during those last days of school be-
fore Holiday break, I wanted to har-
ness that energy to a worthwhile 
cause,” said Holly. 

All of the Life Skills students in 
sixth, seventh, and eighth grades 
baked hundreds of cookies and 
wrote thank you notes to each and 
every staff member including cus-
todians, teacher Aids, cafeteria 
workers, office staff and teachers, 
for a total of about 135. “I think the 
experience with Mrs. Vordenberg 
is awesome. Not only do we get to 
learn how to cook in school, we get 
to contribute to the teachers during 
the Holiday Season by giving them 
our homemade cookies, said Sam 
Bannon, an eighth grader.

Students enjoyed tasting and 
baking many different varieties of 
cookies. The eighth grade made 
four different varieties of slice and 
bake cookies. The seventh grade 
made delicious healthy oatmeal 
cookies as a part of their Nutrition 
Unit, and sixth graders made no-
bake bar cookies. Seventh grader  
Owen Batchelder exclaimed, “In the 
Life Skills Holiday Cookie Factory, 

we make good memories, and good 
cookies!” 

Holly continued, “It’s been a re-
ally fun, and slightly exhausting 
experience! The students have had 
a great time learning skills in bak-
ing and tasting, as well as baking 
and giving. They have really enjoyed 
showing their gratitude through 
cookies and cards!” It is agreed that 
this “factory” was a success  and es-
pecially helped set the mood for the 
upcoming holidays. Sarah Kolopsky 
and Rosie Garvey put it this way, 
“The best way to spread Christmas 
Cheer is making cookies for all the 
staff here!”

Samantha  LaCombe, Eliza Cullen, 
Emma Esterbrook, Sioban Saunders 
bake the Slice and Bake cookies.

On Tuesday, December 21s, the 
7th graders at Amherst Middle 
School participated in the 6th an-
nual Oxfam Hunger Banquet, a cul-
minating event for the entire 7th 
grade following a research paper on 
humanitarian organizations.  

This event has unified the entire 
grade and has served to integrate 
all of the core curriculum areas into 
one unit that focuses on global is-
sues around the world.  Larry Bal-
lard directed the 7th grade choral 
and solo performances, while Deb 
Curran coached six incredible stu-
dents who acted as the Master of 
Ceremonies for the entire event, 
while Debbie Hinrichs, Sue Wilson 
and Linda Farrington guided stu-
dents in their video performances 
and production.  

Student videos, skits and poetry 
entertained and informed the at-
tendees during the two hour event. 
Peter Warburton, Nicole Heimarck 
and Maryanne Buonadonna from 
the SAU attended this year’s event 
and drew low income tickets as they 
entered,  joining over 60% of the 7th 
grade audience to sit on “seats” of 
newspaper on the gymnasium floor, 
representing the 60% of the world’s 
population who live on inadequate 
food. 

The $845.13 that was donated by 
the attendees will go directly to OX-
FAM America.  The students were 
informed at the event that this do-
nation amount would help to dig a 

well, stock a cereal bank, and supply 
a tribe of goats for a village, in addi-
tion to providing a family with mos-
quito nets and a dozen chicks. The 
yearly successes of the Oxfam Hun-
ger Banquet have helped our stu-
dents to see that one person CAN 
make a difference.  

First, First-in-the-Nation (Mock) Primary Held 
at Souhegan High School

Ballot pick-up: (L-R) - Josh Silva, Alex Mendola (in background), Min-Lu Kelly 
Durham, Riley Connor

AMHERST – To make the return 
to school extra exciting, the Souhe-
gan social studies department spon-
sored a Mock Presidential Primary 
on Friday, January 6th in advance 
of the real election next Tuesday. A 
full-out campaign to register “vot-
ers” prior to Friday’s election took 
place all week. The social studies 
department has been running mock 
elections for every presidential elec-
tion since the school opened.  

“The teachers see it as a great op-
portunity to expose students to the 
voting process, as well as model the 
behavior of responsible citizens,” 
said Social Studies Coordinator, 
Jess Tremblay. 

As students filed into the voting 
space on Friday, they were greeted 
with an organization very similar to 
the actual voting process.  Students 
picked up their ballot at stations di-
vided by last name, cast their vote, 
and deposited the ballot at the oth-
er end of the room in the ballot 
boxes.  Students expressed surprise 
that there were candidates run-
ning against Barack Obama on the 

democratic ticket and at the sheer 
number of candidates on the Re-
publican ticket.  Sophomore Lauren 
Ostrowski commented as she vol-
unteered at the registration table, “I 
can’t wait to see the results!”  

On the Republican ticket, the 
winner of the SHS mock primary is 
Mitt Romney with 39% of the vote, 
followed by Ron Paul with 32% of 
the vote.  In a distant third place 
is John Hunstman with 10% of the 
vote. Contrasting national polls 
and the Iowa Caucus results, Rick 
Santorum came in 6th with 3.3% 
of the vote. On the Democrat tick-
et, Barack Obama won 91% of the 
vote. 

Social Studies classes will com-
pare the Souhegan results with the 
NH Primary results from Tuesday 
as a way to encourage awareness 
among students about the political 
process. As Tremblay declared, “It 
was a good warm up for the general 
election; we should shoot for a much 
higher voter turn out and each do 
our part to stress the importance of 
exercising our civic duty.”  

2012 Calendar Features Seventeen 
Souhegan Student Athletes

The Souhegan baseball team, with the assistance of Men’s Wear-
house, Souhegan High School teacher John Ranta and the Copy 
Shop are selling 2012 calendars that features seventeen Souhegan 
Baseball Players dressed in Men’s Wearhouse apparel.  The ath-
letes appear in twelve different locations from the surface of the 
moon to a cafe in France.  The calendars can be purchased for $15 
from a Souhegan baseball player, in Diane Gratz athletic office or 
by contacting Head Coach Bill Dod (saberchamps@comcast.net) 
and a calendar will be delivered.

SHS Mock Presidential Primary Results
Republican Ticket (Total of 210 valid ballots cast)

Candidate Number of
Votes

Percent of
Votes

Mitt Romney 82 39%

Ron Paul 67 31.9%

John Huntsman 21 10%

Newt Gingrich 13 6.2%

Rick Perry 8 3.8%

Rick Santorum 7 3.3%

Benjamin Linn 3 1.4%

Gary Johnson 2 1%

Buddy Roemer 2 1%

Herman Cain 1 0.5%

L. John Davis, Jr. 1 0.5%

Joe Story 1 0.5%

Write Ins:

Charlie Sheen 1 0.5%

G-Tutz 1 0.5%

Democratic Ticket (Total of 89 valid ballots cast)

Candidate Number of
Votes

Percent of
Votes

Barack Obama 81 91%

Craig “Tax Freeze” Freis 2 2.3%

John Wolfe, Jr. 1 1.1%

Ed Cowan 1 1.1%

Bob Ely 1 1.1%

Edward T. O’Donnell, Jr. 1 1.1%

Write Ins:

Hillary Clinton 1 1.1%

Ralph Nadar 1 1.1%

Total number of students 855, Total number of votes 306,

35.8% people voted

Clark-Wilkins School 2012/2013 New Student Registration
Registration for incoming Kindergarteners and First Graders new to the 
district will take place on Saturday, February 4, 2012 in the Clark School 
Multipurpose Room.  Snow date Saturday, February 11, 2012.  Children 
must be 5 and 6 years old by 9/30/12 to register for Kindergarten and First 
Grade respectively.  Students that are currently enrolled in kindergarten do 
not need to re-enroll for First Grade.  Enrollment packets can be down-
loaded from our website http://www.sprise.com/clark/ and completed at your 
convenience.  Please bring your completed packet along with your child’s 
immunization records, most recent physical and original birth certificate.


