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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ NEW! Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, Bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, Bedford
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Usury/Loan Sharking
To the editor:

One of the first items on our state legislature’s agenda this month during 
the new legislative session was to override Governor Lynch’s veto against 
outrageous usurious payday loan interest rates.  In 2007, the legislature 
set a 36% yearly interest rate for payday loans.  Such loans  are sometimes 
needed by generally economically disadvantaged people.  Last week the Re-
publican dominated legislature changed that relatively fair interest rate to 
300% which is injurious to low-income people.  I don’t see how this change 
will help the economy.  Yes, a few payday lenders will earn more money but 
doing so by taking advantage of people who can least afford it.  What kind 
of people are we becoming when we legalize loan sharking with such high 
interest  rates?

Nancy Iannuzzelli
Amherst

Firefighters Help the “Friends”
To the editor:

The holidays can be busy and stressful for all of us, but on the Sunday 
before the Tree Lighting Festival in Amherst, Bill Powell and Scott Blair, 
volunteer firefighters, gave up part of their afternoon and arrived at the 
Amherst Library to help put the lights on the outside trees.  A phone call 
to Assistant Fire Chief Matt Conley  put me in touch with Scott and Bill.  
They arrived at the library on time and within an hour had the trees lit and 
ready for the Odds Bodkin program that afternoon.  I would like to thank 
them so much for their help and I would also like to thank Matt Conley for 
his help in coordinating this volunteer project.  I am very grateful for all of 
their efforts.  Thank you, Matt, Scott, and Bill.  

Sincerely,
Nancy Spears, Chairperson - Holiday 
Decorations
Friends of the Library

Painting a Picture About   
“Not This Year”
To the editor:

It is a huge and difficult responsibility to balance the needs of the town 
and to prudently budget our tax dollars.

For over twelve years I have sat here and listened to department heads’ 
budget requests and the answers from the board - too often that we need to 
keep the budget increase to aslittle as possible or the voters won’t pass it, or, 
just this is a bad year. So things get put off- every year. Yes, the last few years 
have been harder economic times, but are you being responsible selectmen 
when in the interest of raising taxes as little as possible you

keep putting off such things as a healthy road maintenance budget, a 
place to house the DPW vehicles, two more employees at DPW, a desalting 
station for all the town owned fleets to use, proper gear for our firefighters, 
EMS pay that equals other towns, an additional police officer, COLA for 
our dedicated staff, money to repair the roof at the town hall - you all know 
the rest of the list. Each department head has made it clear to you what they 
feel is needed to run their department well. But watching the progress on

filling those needs is like watching SAE50 motor oil run uphill.
Over and over I have heard these same requests. And over and over the 

response too often is not this year.
DPW is hardest hit by the decision to put things off. Four budget cycles 

ago the Road Funding Analysis Committee recommended that mainte-
nance be budgeted at $1.1 million. It is still close to $400,000 short. Now 
the money needed is more then the $1.1 million, and in addition there are 
more roads in need of more expensive work – because each year it is put off 
causing us TO fall further and further behind. Building maintenance is the 
same story. And everything that is put off will likely cost more.

For years I have heard George Infant! say that he is embarrassed by the 
condition of the equipment Bruce Berry must work with - and by the fact 
that we don’t properly house those expensive vehicles.

I have here a picture of truck 6 - one of too many DPW trucks not desalt-
ed and housed outdoors. It is a 1999 International dump truck with 71,000 
miles on it that the town recently spent over $8000 to repair, including the 
rusted out hole in the floorboard.  These trucks have an additional cost oth-
er then the actual repairs. DPW does maintenance on their own vehicles as 
well as those of police and recreation. Originally one employee was respon-
sible for the work, but with all the repairs needed an additional employee 
now spends much of his time doing maintenance. There has been no

replacement to the general crew.
For five years now Bruce Berry has asked for two additional employees. 

Instead, he has lost one to vehicle maintenance and now an additional 16 
hours are lost because one employee has become the part-time building in-
spector. That sounds like backward progress.

It is the selectmen’s job to explain and justify the budget regardless of 
what the final number is. It needs to be marketed. Here’s a thought - if you 
raise the budget substantially to accommodate at least some of these needs 
this year- you will get the voters attention which will give you a golden op-
portunity to explain that you can’t keep saying next year. I think it is impor-
tant that the public understands what their tax dollars are not covering.

The town gets about 17% of the tax money collected - or just under four-
teen hundred dollars on an $8,000 average tax bill: the county receives just 
under $400, and the schools, $6200. So, for $1400/year, or about $115 per 
month each home owner gets police, fire, ambulance, snow plowing (Oc-
tober to May), storm cleanup, building and greens and road maintenance, 
recreation (including PMEC), conservation, library, zoning, tax collection, 
vehicle registration, welfare, administration needs, and more.

That’s a bargain! Convincing yourself, and the voters that an increase 
from that average $ 115 a month should not be difficult. Please - put money 
in the FY 13 budget this year fora reasonable portion of these departments 
needs instead of waiting until next year, or the following year.

What you are doing is passing the responsibility for these needs on to a 
future board of selectmen. Is this the legacy that each of you wants?

Liz Overholt
Amherst

Report from the Library Trustees
To the editor:

When we are stretched, then we appreciate the resources in our daily 
lives that not only give us needed stimulation and information, but enrich 
and sustain us with a steady, relevant dependability.  The Amherst Town 
Library is one such resource.  Amherst has a demanding patron base, hav-
ing one of the highest per capita circulation rates in the state. Circulation 
is up 68% over the past ten years. While patrons want us to maintain the 
hours of operation we have had for years, they also need materials and in-
formation when we are not open. So we’ve kept current with patron needs 
for more electronic materials including eBooks, electronic data bases, and 
the Online Newsstand, a new way this year to access our magazine and 
journal subscriptions. The NH Downloadable Books Consortium offers 
Amherst patrons access to over 4,000 eBooks.  Readers who do not have an 
eBook reader can borrow one of several types from the Library.

Perhaps the service most valued by our readers is the common borrow-
er’s card, which gives each Amherst patron access to the collections of the 
ten regional libraries in the Greater Manchester Interlibrary Loan Con-
sortium.  Last year our patrons borrowed over 34,000 items from other 
GMILCS libraries. 

The Amherst Library is a model for enriching programming for all ages. 
Over 2000 patrons attended 70 adult programs on cooking, gardening, 
travel, film studies, and other topics as well as the popular concert series. 
An average of 585 children attended a library program each month. The 
culmination of the year was a terrific Summer Reading Program where 
350 children read for an astonishing 5858 hours. Beginning with the story 
hours that develop pre-literacy skills to the several book clubs which con-
nect adult readers, we are responsive to both the needs and interests of our 
patrons. 

We have improved our services, kept up with electronic resources, in-
creased programming, and maintained the hours of operation and staff 
levels that have been in place for seven years.  We have done this while 
bringing a flat budget to the Board of Selectman each year for the past three 
years.  We couldn’t do this without significant help, for which we are very 
grateful.  Thanks to the Department of Public Works, our building is in 
better shape than it has been in many years.  The Garden Club helps us ex-
tend our welcome outside. The support of our Friends of the Library group 
makes so much possible from museum passes to a self checkout computer, 
new carpeting, and many other items.  Grants and gifts from community 
organizations and individuals help the Trustees augment the annual oper-
ating budget.

Amherst has good reason to be proud of its library, which is a true com-
munity resource for people of all ages and interests.  

Amherst Library Trustees
Don Holden, Nancy Baker, Dick  
Martini, Robin Julian, Helen Rowe, 
Kathy Brundage, and Bill Cassidy Hot Tubs

Learn everything you wanted to know... and more!

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on What’s New for weekly specials, or Directions/Hours

for this season’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio
Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars and Stools.

120 Route 101A
Amherst, NH
(603) 880-8471

Hollis Veterinary Hospital &
On The Go Mobile Veterinary Services

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

• Complete healthcare
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• Call for an
appointment

465-7071
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WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!

James A. Belanger, DVM

MVVS FY13 Budget & SB2
To the editor:

Well, here we go again…the Circus of the March meetings where a select 
few in Mont Vernon want to take more tax money from the rest of us and 
now even cut back our voting privileges.

Leading the pack, we have been recently informed, is our esteemed se-
lectman, John Quinlan, who has entered a warrant article to abolish SB2 
which over 60% of taxpayers voted to support .  Now for whom does this 
guy really work: the majority of the people of the town, or for a school that 
is now planning to raise our taxes again by almost 5.6%?  Keep in mind, that 
doesn’t include SHS budget or the town budget.  Add all together and we 
may be facing a blockbuster property tax.  Ready for this?  AN INCREASE 
OF $264,965 OVER FY12!  The real problem?  They don’t need it.  Many 
of us have taken a hit in this recession.  Raises?  How many of you got a 
raise?

Need the selectman be reminded that the MAJORITY of the taxpayers 
voted for this right, 262 for/ 144 against!  The 144 or even much less is the 
number of people who have generally shown up for those Friday School 
budget meetings, leaving the majority of taxpayers out on a limb because 
of work, illness, vacations, age, etc., without any opportunity to voice their 
opinions as to how their tax money should be spent for the school.  In fact, 
in 2010 approximately a whopping 95  people showed up at the Friday night 
meeting and voted for every conceivable way to tax us and it all passed!  
Consequently, in 2011, using SB2, the taxpayers voted down their absurd 
school budget by 214 opposed to 139 for it.

In addition, by abolishing SB2, the following year 2013, without controls 
which we have now, the school board will be jumping up and down with 
glee while they throw us under the yellow bus again!

Our police force still needs help, roads need repairing (oh, yes, the short 
bit of road in front of the school was repaved, but not the rest of the deplor-
able road that suffers the brunt of traffic to and from the school and where 
some of the big property taxes are found)  and the hard-hat guys deserve 
a raise. So we must stop forking over a continuous stream of funds for a 
school that doesn’t need it and pads their books willy-nilly.  It is time the 
taxpayers of MV get the benefits.  

And, are you ready for this?  There will be approximately 33 less students 
next year and no teachers will be cut except for one Special Ed teacher!  
HELLO??  Are you still with us yet?  The budget committee is asking for a 
$95k budget cut, but will they get it?

You no doubt have learned now that the School Board Budget meeting, 
the Public Hearing on the FY 13, which is open to the public, took place on 
1/12/12.  This was a chance to air your opinions for and against their pro-
posals for ways to spend your tax dollar.  Didn’t know?  That’s because they 
only have to inform you a mere 24 hrs. in advance plus post notices in only 
two places, same 24 hrs.  So, if you were not in the right place at the right 
time, you wouldn’t have a clue.  And, that’s the way they want it.  So, how 
many taxpayers were present? You guessed it: less than a dozen.

Your next opportunity will be at the Deliberative Meeting on Feb. 8th.  
The budget presented will be the final proposal to the taxpayers and can be 
modified, but, only by a majority vote.  They (meaning school board) are 
banking on all of you very overwhelmed and over-paying taxpayers NOT 
being in attendance.

You are being forewarned:  if they get what they want, your tax impact on 
a $600k/$400K/$200K house, not including SHS or Town, will increase by 
$1122/$748/$374 respectively.  The Tax Rate for MVVS alone could climb 
to $28.47 per $1000 at end of 2013!   Are these people nuts?   Many have 
taken a hit on savings and incomes and had to tighten their belts.  The 
school system should be no exception.  The suffering taxpayer is the one 
in need now!

One more thought:  with the expense escalating to keep a small school in 
business, then perhaps it is time to rethink the issue and prepare to enroll 
all the students with another town, or start our own private school.  We 
are not against excellence in education, teachers who strive with sincerity 
to train and teach their students, or the students themselves who must be 
challenged and expected to produce nothing short of the best.  But, as we 
have said before:  more money does not equate to excellence.  Brilliance can 
come from writing on a wrinkled piece of paper with just a pencil.

So, we encourage you to stand firm MV taxpayer.  Stop being railroaded 
and robbed of your right to say “NO MORE TAXES.”   Other towns have 
already done so.  Now it’s our turn.

 
Tom & Norma McKinney
Mont Vernon

Senior High Youth Group  
Fundraiser for Mission Trip to  
New Orleans 
To the editor:

Come One! Come All! To the Congregational Church of Amherst Se-
nior High Youth Group’s entertainment extravaganza! An evening of food, 
friends, family, church family, laughs and entertainment!  Our Annual Spa-
ghetti Dinner & Variety Show is on Saturday, January 28th.  The spaghetti 
supper starts at 6:00 p.m. in the community room and the SHYG members 
will serve as your wait staff.  The Variety show will begin at 7:00pm featur-
ing skits, acts, musical performances by the SHYG and other members of 
the congregation.  Donations will be accepted at the door.  For more infor-
mation, contact Sally Bowkett at sbb46@hotmail.com.

All proceeds benefit the SHYG’s 2012 mission trip to New Orleans, where 
we will be working with Youth Rebuilding New Orleans, a non-profit orga-
nization dedicated to rebuilding distressed and foreclosed homes. The fin-
ished homes are sold to teachers to stabilize neighborhoods and positively 
impact the education system.  For more information about their organiza-
tion visit http://yrno.com.  For more information about the Congregational 
Church of Amherst please visit http://ccamherst.org/. 

Nancy Protzmann
Amherst 


