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Town News
Events Calendar

Amherst Area Newcomers Club
Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 

array of  interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have  lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: NHNew-
comers.com

February Meeting of Photographers Forum
Photographers Forum camera club’s next meeting is Monday, February 6 at 

7:30 p.m. at Bishop Guertin High School in Nashua. There will be a NECCC lecture 
on “Four Points to a Quality Photograph.” We are an informal club offering educa-
tional programs for all ability levels and the opportunity to meet people with similar 
interests. We meet on the first and third Mondays of the month. Be our guest for 
your first meeting. Dues for the remainder of the year are $20 for individuals. For 
information or to leave a message go to www.photographersforum.org. 

February 1st  SOCRATES CAFE – 
Join us as we bring philosophy to the everydayindividual through a gathering for 

those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old ques-
tions of “What is ...? Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of be-
ing attacked for having an opinion that is different? Share in learning how to think, 
not what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toad-
stool Bookstore in Milford at 7 p.m.

Amherst MOMS Club
The Amherst MOMS Club holds a monthly business meeting open to residents 

every third Tuesday  at The First Baptist Church, 25 1/2 Middle Street in the Town 
of Amherst.  The International MOMS Club is a non-profit organization supporting 
moms who are home with their children.  Members can be stay-at-home, work-at-
home, or work part-time outside the home, but most activities take place during 
the weekday to support these moms without taking away from family time in the 
evenings and weekends. The exception to this rule is MOMS Night Out, a once-a-
month chance for moms to get out and have some me-time with friends. Other ac-
tivities include play dates, outings, get-togethers, and community service projects. 
For more information please e mail amherstmomsclubnh@gmail.com

First Annual Chili & Chowder Cook Off To Benefit 
Opportunity Networks

 The Souhegan Valley Chamber of Commerce and Opportunity Networks invite 
you and your readers to participate in our First Annual Chili & Chowder Cook Off 
which will be held Sunday, January 29th from 1 to 6 p.m. at the Amherst Business 
Center Located at 105 Route 101A! 

The cost is $10 per adult, and $5 per child to taste all the entries, with a nomi-
nal charge for beer samples and wine tastings.  All proceeds from this event will 
benefit Opportunity Networks, a non profit organization providing employment and 
training to people with acquired and developmental disabilities and the Souhegan 
Valley Chamber of Commerce. For more information go to www.souhegan.net or 
www.opportunitynetworks.org , or contact the Souhegan Valley Chamber of Com-
merce at 673-4360, or Opportunity Networks at 883-4402.

Businessmen’s Fellowship Meeting
Businessmen’s Fellowship will hold its monthly breakfast meeting on Saturday, 

February 4 at 8 a.m. at New Beginnings Fellowship, 6 Spruce Street, Nashua.  
Come and bring a family member or invite a friend and enjoy a time of prayer and 
fellowship.  For information call Sonny Johnson, 672-8085 or Jack Jackson, 883-
3446. Join us for a complimentary breakfast.

Amherst Garden Club February Meeting

Historic Amherst

The Temperance Movement in Amherst
Taverns in Amherst – Part Five  

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

By all accounts, heavy consumption of al-
coholic beverages was common and typical 
in the 18th and early 19th centuries, even 
among respectable and hardworking men. 
Such drink was part of the wages of laborers 
and sailors. But the entrenched customs of 
imbibing took their toll on society. 

By 1820, enough people had had enough 
–  the Temperance movement was born. New 
England gentlemen would proclaim their sup-
port of it as they helped themselves to brandy 
from the sideboard. Temperance in the sense 
of moderation had long been considered a 
virtue – think of Ben Franklin. But in just a 
few years, “temperance” came to mean absti-
nence and the suppression of the sale of wine 
and liquor.

In old Amherst, several men died of “in-
temperance,” meaning regular intoxication 
– or what we would call alcoholism. Was it 
coincidence that they were associated with 
taverns? Jedidiah K. Smith (1770-1828), son 
of Jonathan Smith Sr. who kept tavern at 
3 Church Street (now standing on Middle 
Street), held important public offices but in-
dulgence in intoxicating drink was his undo-
ing, and the cause of his removal as postmas-
ter after seven years. He died two years later, 
heavily in debt. Innholder Dr. Samuel Curtis 
(c.1784-1822) lost both his son-in-law and a 
son to drink. His daughter’s husband Mat-
thew Thornton Jr., Esq., who had learned law 
from Wm Gordon of Amherst after graduat-
ing Dartmouth in 1797, died of intemperance 
in 1804 at age 34. (Thornton’s Ferry in Mer-
rimack is named for his father, Sr., who was 
a signer of the Declaration of Independence.) 
Sadly, his widow Fanny died just three years 
later at age 26, leaving two young daughters 
who would inherit grandpa’s tavern. Sam 
Curtis Jr., a house-painter, died of drink in 
1820, aged 41. Elbridge G. Hardy (1832-1877), 
who grew up in the old Curtis tavern kept by 
his father Elbridge Hardy from 1832 to 1862, 
abused his wife while under the influence. As 
inured as we are to domestic violence from 
TV shows, it is nevertheless shocking to see 
the details in newsprint in his wife Adaline’s 
1865 divorce suit. (She was a daughter of 
shoemaker Levi McConihe who rented the 
Nathaniel Shattuck House at 3 Old Jailhouse 
Road 1849-1854.) The younger Hardy worked 

as a hostler at the tavern-inn at 101 BPR (his 
father’s competitor) at the age of 18; and died 
at the state almshouse in Tewksbury at 44.

 The economy started adjusting to chang-
ing liquor laws and habits. As the local news-
paper reported in 1826: “Barley, which used 
to be thought high at 40 cents a bushel, says 
the Portsm[outh] Journal, will now command 
80 or 90. – This is occasioned by the increase 
of breweries. Farmers would promote tem-
perance and render their acres more profit-
able by substituting beer for spirits.”

The Hillsborough (County) Agricultural 
Society, in keeping with their goals of sav-
ing labor, preventing expense, and promot-
ing the reputation and interest of the farmer, 
in 1828 implemented a temperance competi-
tion. Although custom and past public opin-
ion sanctioned a half pint of rum per day per 
man, which amounted to $9 per annum per 
man, the Society sought to prove that labor-
ers could be hired to work – and would work 
well – without the use of spirits. It awarded 
prizes to five men for managing their farms 
without ardent spirits, two farmers and three 
professionals, including Dr. Matthias Spald-
ing of Amherst and Rev. Humphrey Moore of 
Milford.

 A local storekeeper, who also was secre-
tary of the Amherst Bible Society, followed 
his morals rather than money in 1832: when 
advertising his store on Amherst Plain (at 

east corner of Church Street and Old Jail-
house Road, now gone), Ephraim Blanchard 
Jr. (1804-1859) specified “ardent spirits ex-
cepted” from the West-India goods and gro-
ceries “of all kinds” offered.

Amherst’s First Temperance House
The year 1845 was a turning point in the 

tavern business. Elbridge Hardy (1804-1882) 
converted his tavern (on the south side of 
the Common in the now-empty space) into 
a “temperance house.”  The Farmers’ Cabinet 
crowed on 20 Feb. 1845: “We are extremely 
happy to announce ... that we are blessed with 
a Temperance Hotel in Amherst. Mr. Elbridge 
Hardy, who has long kept a public house in the 
centre of the village, has renounced the sale of 
intoxicating liquors, cleared out his bar, and 
commenced a strictly temperance house! This 
he has done voluntarily, of his own free will, 
without any suasion but that of conscience, a 
correct view of right and wrong, and of pub-
lic sentiment of the subject. ... [O]pening a 
public house in this place on strictly temper-
ance principles was regarded as a matter of 
the highest importance and interest. And the 
friends of temperance being desirous of giving 
some substantial evidence of their approval of 
Mr. Hardy’s course, at once took measures to 
celebrate the event by a “temperance supper” 
... prepared by Mr. Hardy ... at which about 
150 ladies and gentlemen of the village and its 
vicinity partook ... [Rev. Mr. Davis spoke and 
the famous Hutchinsons of Milford sang.]” 
This move was a moral victory for Hardy, but 
did he have a choice, really?
Change is Brewing

Well, Hardy clearly saw the writing on the 
wall. The two tavern licenses granted by the 
selectman in February 1845 (roll 1, vol. 3, p. 
331) were no longer for the usual one year peri-
od: “[So-and-so] being a person of good moral 
character, is licensed & authorized to exercise 
the business of a taverner in Amherst and to 
sell wine and other spirituous liquors in the 
house by him now occupied and no other, for 
the term of __ days from this date.” The word-
ing about character was in compliance with 
a new state regulation though it was hardly 
necessary in this case. George A. Nutt (1815-
1845), who just a year earlier had taken over 
the tavern-inn at 101 Boston Post Road in the 
Village kept by his father Samuel since 1826, 
was licensed for all of 68 days. Daniel Fletch-

Continued on page 6  u

The Dickey-Walker House at 16 Main Street, 
next to the library, was the only place in town 
to buy wine and liquor from 1855 to 1858. 
This was the “temperance” era and owner-oc-
cupant George Walker (1814-1895), a black-
smith and former selectman, was licensed by 
the selectmen to sell “Spirituous & Intoxicat-
ing Liquors (viz) Alcohol, New England Rum, 
Old Rum, Brandies, Gins and Wines for Me-
dicinal, Mechanical and Chemical purposes 
only” – at his dwelling house in Amherst.

can only be used for those roads 
on the 2010 Proposed Road Recon-
struction List. If a portion of a road 
is designated for bond reconstruc-
tion and the road has further dete-
riorated on both or either end, the 
extra distance if repaired or recon-
structed must come out of the DPW 
operating budget.  It is calculated 
that this year, the maintenance bud-
get is in need of $1.5 million.

On a recent field trip around town 
with Bruce Berry, director of Pub-
lic Works and Bill Overholt, chair-
man of the Road Commission, we 
viewed roads that have badly dete-
riorated and others that are on the 
2010 Road Reconstruction List.  

In 2010, bond money was ex-
pended to reconstruct 8,600 feet of 
Spring Road ($800,000) along with 
2,400 feet of Amherst Street.  The 
operating budget paid for an addi-
tional 1,000 feet of  reclamation on 
Spring Road and 1,850 feet of Am-
herst Street. 

The ride down Spring Road to-
day is smooth and a far cry from the 
hazardous condition of 2010.  The 
road has been raised 6 to 12 inches, 
two cross culverts added and under 
drainage.  The portion of road from 
Upham Road to the Merrimack line 

was paved from operating budget 
money.

“There are now sections of roads 
that are worse than identified roads 
on the bond list,” says Mr. Berry. 
“Maintenance hasn’t been done be-
cause the funds aren’t in the budget. 
We are trying to keep our best roads 
in good shape.”

He explains that the department 
has used rubberized chip seal very 
effectively and at a lower cost. This 
works well on cracks because it is 
self-mending.  It should last 3 to 7 
years depending on the road under-
neath and because it is only 3/8 inch 
thick it doesn’t require edge work.

In 2011, the second year of the 
bond, it paid $1.5 million for recon-
struction of Mack Hill Road from 
Jones Road to Sprague  Road.   And 
again, the ride up Mack Hill Road 
is remarkably improved and will be 
finished this spring. 

Mack Hill is a designated sce-
nic road.  When driving by, work 
that you probably don’t notice in-
cludes all the manholes, culverts, 
under drainage pipes, catch basins, 
guard rails (rusted to fit into the ru-
ral scene), the removal and reset of 
granite curb, pavers, rails, fences 
and stones.

Additional work had to be done 
on Jones Road including installa-
tion of a drainage manhole, catch 
basins,  paving and guard rail.  This 
spring the final section of paving at 
the top of Mack Hill will be com-
pleted.  But the question on Mack 
Hill was where to stop the work and 
Mr. Berry says that is a budget driv-
en decision.

“We want to make sure that we 
don’t create problems that didn’t ex-
ist in the past,” he says.   

During the Mack Hill project, 
homeowners were kept informed. 
“This road work is intrusive to ho-
meowners. On Fridays we sent out 
an update on what to expect on the 
following week and how to navigate 
the detour,” says Mr. Berry.

This year, Lyndeborough Road 
from Amherst Street to Winding 
Hollow and then the section from 
Carol Ann Lane to Candlewood will 
be reconstructed.   Mr. Berry again 
points out that sections of Lynde-
borough Road have deteriorated 
and additional work if done needs 
to come from the operating budget.

Yet to be done are: Pierce Lane, 
Courthouse Road (Town Hall to 
Frog Hollow), Thorntons Ferry I,  
Seaverns Bridge Road (Elizabeth 

Lane to Arrow Lane) and Wood-
bine.

So the issue in front of the belea-
guered taxpayer is a ‘to do’ list and a 
‘problem’ list.

The roads on the ‘to do’ list were 
designated four years ago for recon-
struction and qualify for bond mon-
ey.  The ‘problem’ list is the roads 
that have deteriorated for lack of 
maintenance and don’t qualify for 
bond expenditure.  

The ‘problem” list now includes 
Amherst Hills, Amherst Street and 
Northern Blvd. where there is the 
possibility of sink holes occurring.

“We need to spend our money 
wisely and don’t want to rush a job,” 
says Mr. Berry.  He continued,  “We 
have invested a lot of time and work.  
It’s gratifying to see the end results 
and I know the repairs will last.”

“When you do a job right, all you 
will need is routine maintenance,” 
said Mr. Overholt.  “Very few roads 
in town were done right.  They were 
dirt roads with asphalt put down,” 
he said.

Continental Paving is the compa-
ny that was chosen for the job.

There is an article on the town 
warrant requesting $100,000 for 
road maintenance.

Rita Wollmering, founder, man-
ager, and grower of the HERB 
FARMacy in Salisbury, MA will 
speak on The Joy of Herbs at the Feb-
ruary 2nd meeting of the Amherst 
Garden Club at the Amherst Con-
gregational Church.  Ms. Wollmer-
ing’s talk will include information 
on growing herbs, harvesting them, 
and perserving them in oils, honeys, 
and cleaning products.

  The HERB FARMacy was re-
cently designated in the “Best of 
New England Magazine” as the 

best place to buy organic herbs and 
plants.  The FARMacy features over 
800 varieties of culinary, medicinal, 
and ornamental herbs plus a unique 
selection of native flowering plants, 
old-fashioned flowers and hardy pe-
rennials to attract butterflies, birds 
and bees to a garden.

The meeting will begin at 9:00 
AM with a social time and short 
business meeting.  The program 
will begin at 10:30 AM.  The meet-
ing is free and open to the public.

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

www.thetownplier.com

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   eme R gen C Y   gene R ato R s    installed   –   C all    F o R    details  •

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls

RANDY GAGNON EARTHWORKS LLC
	 LANDSCAPING	 EXCAVATION

	603-921-1705 www.rgearthworks.com

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No Payroll Too Large or Too small

 SERvINg LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEN YEARS
• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• and all Employer federal    

and State forms and Tax Payments.
Call for information:  603-672-1155 
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