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Check Out Our Storytimes!
STORYTIME Schedule – Jan./Feb. 
SESSION 3 – Jan. 10 - Feb. 17

 

Baby Listeners, Newborn-2yrs.
Fridays at 10:30, Jan. 27, Feb. 3, 10, 
and 17.

Toddler Time. 2 and 3-yr. olds
Tuesdays at 10:00, Jan. 24, and 31, Feb.7 
and 14.
Book Bunch, 3-6 yrs.

Wed. at 1:00pm, Jan. 25, Feb. 1, 8, 
and 15.
Thurs. at 10:00, Jan. 12, 19, and 26
Feb. 2, 9, and 16.

Our Make-it/Take-it Craft for the 
month will be a SNOWMAN MO-

BILE. Materials will be available to 
make your snowman during the week of 

Jan. 23-29.
Our special book display for the month 

will feature our collection of BIOGRAPHIES 
for children, especially highlighting books about 

Martin Luther King, Jr.

It’s About Conservation

Forests: Enchanted 
and Scary 

By Bruce B. Beckley

AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Amy Lapointe, Library Director
14 Main St., Amherst NH 
Phone 673-2288  Fax 672-6063
email: library@amherst.lib.nh.us
web http://www.amherst.lib.nh.us
Mon-Thu, 9:30 a.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Fri & Sat, 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Sun, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

Town News

Children’s literature especially, sometimes casts 
forests as enchanted and sometimes scary.  Knights 
of old went into the forest to do battle.  Wild ani-
mals and animated trees challenged lost children.  
The enchantments seem mostly to lie in the scary 
realm.

Too bad.  To what extent the tales of Grimm are 
offset by those of A.A.Milne and Thornton Burgess 
depends heavily on parents.  How stories are read 
and the real life visits made to Nature’s woods play 
such a role in how young people view and enjoy 
(or fear) their surroundings.  Young minds do sop 
up their parents appreciations and paranoia.  Kids 
aren’t born afraid.  As Ensign Cable sings in Os-
car Hammerstein’s South Pacific:” You’ve got to be 
taught to be afraid…You’ve got to be taught before 
it’s too late.  Before you are six or seven or eight…”

The Town’s 2000 acres of woods are friendly for-
ests.  In large part these were acquired with money 
accumulated in the Conservation Fund.  This fund 
is dependent on receiving a portion of the 10-per-
cent fee charged the seller when he takes a parcel 
out of the “current use” status.  Briefly, the long-
standing current use law establishes a taxation ba-
sis for land kept open and undeveloped as farm and 
woodland; in effect, as conservation land.  

Many a farmer and woodlot owner has been 
able to keep a productive farm or forest under cur-
rent use which would have fallen to development if 
more heavily taxed at its best and highest use, that 
is, as residential building lots.  It is proper to con-
tinue to use money from the Land Use Change Tax 
(LUCT) towards the conservation goal of acquiring 
and maintaining open and friendly forests.

Then there’s the scary forest in Concord called 
the Legislature.  Mark Twain said it well: “No man’s 
life, liberty, or property is safe while the legislature 

is in session.”  That goes for Town-owned property 
and wildlife as well.
Case in point:

House Bill 1515, introduced by Representative 
Hansen would cut the life blood of the Amherst 
Conservation Commission and other commis-
sions statewide.  Among the bill’s provisions, HB 
1515 states:
• Failure to pay property taxes on current use land 

within 30 days after the date of  notice will con-
stitute a change of use triggering the payment 
of the LUCT,

• If any LUCT is not paid within 30 days after the 
due date the property shall be deeded to the 
municipality,

• The voters could no longer place a portion of 
LUCT revenues into the Conservation Fund, and 
finally,

• The existing laws are repealed which authorize 
the establishment of a LUCT fund to segregate 
LUCT revenues from the general fund.  [In other 
words, all LUCT receipts go to the general fund.]

ACC commissioners and other volunteers carry 
big loads to maintain 25 miles of trails and 2,000 
acres (particularly after Halloween snow storms).  
However, there are some costs for keeping up the 
properties and education which today are funded 
with Land Use Change Tax revenue.  HB 1515 will 
kill that option and a lot of volunteers’ interest and 
initiative.  

HB 1515 is poor legislation!  

I don’t make jokes.  I just watch the government 
and report the acts 

–Will Rogers

“What Endures”: A Discussion Series Led By Emily Archer
The Amherst Town Library is of-

fering “What Endures”, an innova-
tive discussion series led by Em-
ily Archer on Wednesday, January 
18th; Tuesday, January 31st; and, 
Wednesday, February 15th.  The 
series is part of the Library’s adult 
evening series of programs in Janu-
ary and February with the theme of 
The Human Spirit: Adventures and 
Challenges and we will explore what 
endures in all its many meanings in 
our lives.  The discussion sessions 
are scheduled from 7:00 PM to 8:30 
PM in the Johnson Meeting Room.  
We will read a rich mix of poems, 
stories, and essays, and come reflect 
together in this new three-part dis-
cussion series.  All reading materi-
als will be supplied by the library 
and you are welcome to join us for 
any or all of the series discussions.

Feats of extreme physical endur-
ance, technical challenge, and ath-
letic skill make the news.  Those 
who scale the highest mountains 
sail the uncharted seas, and dive 
unfathomable depths are the stuff 
of legend and bestsellers.  But what 
about those whose marathons are 
hidden in hospital corridors or or-

dinary suburban living rooms, who 
climb their Everests unnoticed?  
Perhaps you have known people 
who swim upstream through im-
possible illness, or who daily walk 
some wild unmapped path with 
their families.  What keeps their 
spirits alive?  How do they persist 
against the odds?  In this series, you 
are invited to “get the news” of ex-
traordinary, ordinary people who 
meet their unsought human chal-
lenges with honesty, humor, and 
great presence. 

Facilitator Emily Archer has de-
signed this series in consultation 
with Ruslyn Vear, Head of Refer-
ence. Emily holds a doctorate in 
American literature, is a published 
writer, and has led pubic humani-
ties discussions and writing groups 
for over twenty years for numerous 
New Hampshire libraries, schools, 
churches, and medical communi-
ties. She lives in Mont Vernon with 
her family.

This discussion series is free and 
open to the public. However, regis-
tration is REQUIRED for this pro-
gram due to space limitations. You 
can register for this program or any 

one of the Human Spirit: Adven-
tures and Challenges series pro-
grams for adults by calling 673-
2288, emailing library@amherst.
lib.nh.us or by visiting our website 
at www.amherst.lib.nh.us  and se-
lecting “Calendar of Events.” 

In addition to this discussion se-
ries, other programs in the Human 
Spirit: Adventures and Challenges 
series at the Amherst Town Library 
include: “Mountain Climber Craig 
John: Everest and More” on Tues-
day, January 10th from 7:00 PM to 
8:30 PM; “Homer’s Odysseus”: a liv-
ing history presentation on Tuesday, 
January 17th from 7:00 PM to 8:30 
PM; “Denali Delmar’s No-Knead 
Miracle Bread Workshop” on Tues-
day, January 24th from 6:30 PM to 
8:30 PM; “Adding Years to Your Life 
and Life to Your Years: A Roadmap 
to Enhance Longevity and Well-
ness” on Tuesday, February 7th 
from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM;  “It’s Not 
About the Hike” on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 21st from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM; 
and, “Exploring America’s Tackiest 
Tourist Photos with humorist Dar-
ren Garnick” on Tuesday, February 
28th from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM.

u “Button Up N.h.” Weatherization Workshop   continued from page 1

“We understand that you’re trying to make ends 
  meet and are here to help you maneuver through 
  these challenging times.”

    Timothy M. Naro
    Vice President, Lending

Starts Low. Stays Low.

2.49%*

apr

gscu.org /mortgage  800-645-GSCU

Home Equity Line of Credit

*10 or 15 year Home Equity Line of Credit with maximum LTV of 80% at an introductory rate of 2.49%apr accurate as of 1/1/2012 and valid through 1/28/2013 with a variable 
rate of Prime - 0.25% thereafter. Minimum line of credit of $40,000.00 and minimum credit score of 640 to qualify. No closing costs on Home Equity Line of Credit if a minimum 

termination fee of $425 applies if loan is paid in full within 3 years. Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender.

AMHERST  CANDIA  CONCORD  MANCHESTER  NASHUA  SEABROOK

Serving New Hampshire Residents, Employees and Small Businesses for over 65 Years.

Granite State Credit Union We are New Hampshire!

at Ledgewood Bay

Why fly south for the winter when you can stay 
safe and warm at Ledgewood Bay? 

Move to Ledgewood Bay now and after a three-
month trial period you’ll have the option of making it 
your permanent home. No commitment or obligation 

is required beyond your initial 90-day stay.

To schedule your personal visiT, call (888) 717-0850 Today.
personalized assisted living • alzheimer’s and dementia care 

43 Ledgewood Drive, Milford, NH 03055 • www.horizonbay.com

Your story continues here...

Readers:  email your news and photos to:  news@amherstcitizen.com

Residents can also receive person-
alized assistance to energy related 
questions and get guidance through 
the process of implementing an en-
ergy reduction project through tele-
phone and e-mail support provided 
by the “Button Up NH” workshop 
partners.

Made possible by a grant pro-
vided by the NH Office of Energy 
and Planning, with funding from 

the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009, this UNH-
based program is collaboration 
with Clean Air-Cool Planet, Plym-
outh Area Renewable Energy Initia-
tive, UNH Cooperative Extension, 
and the Lakes Region Community 
College.

This workshop is free and open to 
the public. However, registration is 
REQUIRED for this program due 

to space limitations. You can regis-
ter for this program by calling 673-
2288, emailing library@amherst.
lib.nh.us or by visiting our website 
at www.amherst.lib.nh.us  and se-
lecting “Calendar of Events. A raffle 
prize drawing for all attendees will 
occur at the workshop.


