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mack Road to the north, passed as 
amended.  Wording was removed 
that referred to previous bond ar-
ticle which was no longer relevant 
since the bond article was removed 
from the warrant.

The operating budget of 
$11,088,656 (default budget 
$10,853,361) was amended to 
$11,101,696 to reflect an increase of 
$13,040 in the line item for Health 
and Human services.

Rick Katzenberg made request to 
fully fund that line item.  The select-
men had cut the request for Health 
and Human services by $13,040.  

Ways and Means member Pe-
ter Eiche agreed with Katzenberg 
that the full cost should be part of 

the town services like library, police 
and DPW.  “Compared to the $40 
million we spend on schools, this 
amount for those in need is minis-
cule,” said Eiche.

Maggie Paul, also a member of 
Ways and Means, reminded Eiche 
and the selectmen that  we don’t 
give full amount requested to our 
town departments.  “We need to 
cut back.  Why shouldn’t we be able 
to cut back on health and human 
services.  The Board of Selectmen 
should decide what amount is for 
health and human services.”

Selectman Brad Galinson said, 
“We’ve made a lot of sacrifices in 
this budget.  At some point we can’t 
raise taxes.  We need to keep this 

budget neutral.  I don’t want to in-
crease the budget anymore.”

Selectman Dwight Brew said, 
“I’m concerned about going all the 
way up to the requested amount on 
health and human services when we 
didn’t give department heads what 
they requested.”

Selectmen George Infanti said, 
“This is only $13,000 on an $11 
million budget to help people who 
wouldn’t ask for it.”

Galinson would support it if it 
came out of the contingency fund.  
That was rejected by the board.

The amendment to increase the 
operating budget passed with Brad 
Galinson voting in opposition. 

The remaining articles on the 
warrant are requests for ambulance, 
communication center, town com-
puter system, and assessing reval-
uation capital reserve funds.  Also 
$80,000 for emergency generators, 
$100,000 for road maintenance and 
$154,223 for lease/purchase of res-
cue/pumper for fire department.

Also on the warrant are modifi-
cations to the elderly, blind and dis-
abled exemptions. 

The final article requests $40,000 
to continue the public health mos-
quito surveillance and control pro-
gram. The warrant will be presented 
to voters at the Town Deliberative 
Meeting, Wednesday, February 8 at 
7 p.m. at Souhegan High School.

Filing period for Town offices

Town of Amherst, NH
 January 25, 2012 – February 3, 2012

2 Selectmen for 3 years 1 Trustee of the Trust Funds for 3 Years
2 Library Trustees for 3 Years 1 Moderator for 2 Years
1 Cemetery Trustee for 3 Years 1 Supervisor of the Checklist for 6 Years
2 Zoning Board of Adjustment 1 Treasurer for 3 Years
Members  for 3 Years
.

Candidates may file at the Town Clerk’s office during regular business 
hours and up to 5:00PM on February 3, 2012.
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er (1796-1873), who kept the tavern-
inn at 382 BPR in the southeast part 
of town near Souhegan River bridge 
since 1825, was licensed for a mere 
40 days. It’s no wonder that Capt. 
Fletcher sold his inn in the Cricket 
Corner district in 1853 and moved 
into the Village (to the brick house 
at 117 BPR). 

The days of bars in stores – where 
one end of the counter was set off 
with tumblers, a sugar bowl, de-
canters containing different kinds 
of spirits, and a toddy stick – were 
over. The only license granted in 
1845 for a store was for liquor sold 
in quantities of “not less than 1 
pint” to be “carried away.” But even 
that kind of sale ended shortly. The 
new thing would be refreshment sa-
loons, offering confectionery, can-
dy, sweet cider, oysters, and ale on 
draught (as well as kerosene, tobac-
co, stationery and groceries) – such 
as George F. Nichol’s place near the 
Hardy hotel 1860 to ‘62. 
Amherst’s Liquor Agent

Amherst legally embraced “tem-
perance” at the end of 1845 when 
only a single “agent” was allowed 
to sell wine and other spirituous li-
quors, but only for “medicine and 
the arts” (and not to be consumed 
on the premises). In response to the 
N.H. Legislature’s act of June 1847 
to take the sense of the voters upon 
the question “Is it expedient that 
the General Court enact a law pro-
hibiting the sale of wine and other 
spirituous liquors except for chemi-
cal, medicinal or mechanical pur-
poses?” – the Amherst men voted 
at their 1848 Town meeting, 143 in 
favor vs 97 against.

The first liquor agent for the 
town of Amherst was David Russell 
(1797-1868), a shoe maker who hap-
pened also to be town clerk at the 
time. The selectmen designated his 
shoe store in the Village (probably 
then standing where the Congrega-
tional church now does) as the only 
legal outlet for the sale of wine and 
liquor. In the 1850s, George Walker 
(1814-1895), a blacksmith who had 
been selectman, was appointed to 
the office of agent – and the Town 
paid him $75 a year for fulfilling this 
office in his house at 16 Main Street. 
The list of liquors allowed seems lu-
dicrous – surely doctors didn’t pre-
scribe gin over brandy, or “New Eng-
land rum” rather than “old rum.” In 
Oct. 1863, David Russell once again 
was duly appointed “Agent for the 
Town of Amherst, N.H., to procure 
and sell Wines and Spirituous Li-
quors for Chemical, Medicinal and 
Mechanical purposes.” Russell con-
tinued as a shoe and boot manufac-
turer and dealer for decades but he 
also became an apothecary with his 
own drug store. 
Lax Enforcement

Was the Nutt tavern at 101 BPR 
to blame for the rows and knife 
fights that occurred in and around 
it during the militia muster of three 
regiments in Sept. 1850 when, ac-
cording to the disgusted Cabinet, 
loafers, gamblers and pedlars de-
scended upon the town and liquors 
flowed?  The succession of short-
term innkeepers, leasing from ab-
sentee owners, apparently didn’t 
abide by the liquor prohibition laws. 
The place changed hands multiple 
times in the two decades following 
the deaths of Samuel Nutt and son 

George in 1845. 
When the “tavern” was adver-

tized in Oct 1850 for sale or to let, 
the Boston-based owner helpfully 
stipulated “it will not be let for the 
sale of spirituous liquors.” (Why say 
so if it was illegal?) However, just 
a month after its sale to another 
Boston merchant, there was an in-
cident in August 1851 dubbed “a 
touch of California government” by 
the newspaper, which reported: “A 
most disgraceful scene occurred at 
the Nutt Hotel on Monday night, 
growing out of the bad character 
the house has acquired from the 
sale of liquors and the low conduct 
of some of those [in] charge of its af-
fairs. ... [O]n Tuesday morning ... the 
road in front and nearly to our of-
fice was strewed with [bottle] frag-
ments ... and the region smelt as if 
a down-east officer had visited it. A 
company of young men, tired of the 
law’s delay, determined upon stay-
ing such disgraceful proceedings as 
have long marked the house and its 
inmates, entered and took posses-
sion of the liquors, and [destroyed 
them] ... Such riotous acts are alike 
disgraceful with the scenes that 
called them forth – but the law-lov-
ing people are mainly responsible 
for them, as they have looked on 
and seen law and morality trampled 
under foot year after year without 
so much as raising a finger to pre-
vent it. A prompt enforcement of 
law would have prevented [it].” 

The following month, the Town 
held a special meeting at which “an 
ample police force” of 42 townsmen 
was empowered to suppress the sale 
of ardent spirits and gambling dur-
ing the upcoming Hillsborough 
County fair held in Amherst.

End of Taverns in Town
At the end of the year, innkeep-

er Charles Shepard renamed the 
former Nutt hotel to United States 
Hotel and converted to a “temper-
ance house.” He was rewarded by 
a grand attendance of over 150, in-
cluding pastors and doctors and 
other leading citizens, at his “tem-
perance levee” in Feb. 1852. Nev-
ertheless, there were foreclosures 
in Dec. 1855, Sept. 1856 and May 
1857, and the rapid turnover in inn-
keepers continued until it burned 
in 1865. Hardy held on until 1862 
when he was forced out of the hos-
pitality business after 30 years by 
foreclosure and moved out of state. 
The old Curtis/Hardy hotel burned 
in 1863.

Local newspaper publisher-edi-
tor Boylston, a teetotaler, in 1849 
chastised the Nashua Gazette and 
another N.H. paper for carrying ads 
for sales of spirits and wines.  He 
abstained from “afford[ing] either 
aid or comfort to the rumseller” 
for decades until 1871, when one 
H. Henderson of New York City ad-
vertized in the Farmers’ Cabinet of 
Amherst, N.H.: “Family liquor cas-
es, each case containing one bottle 
of old pale brandy, old rye whiskey, 
fine old port, Holland gin, old pale 
sherry, and old bourbon, guaran-
teed pure and of the very best qual-
ity, price $7, sent by express C.O.D. 
or Post Office order.” Now there was 
a clever, enterprising businessman 
who figured out how to circumvent 
restrictive government regulation.

Air Force Band Of Liberty’s Bay 
State Winds In Concert
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Library welcomes the Air Force 
Band of Liberty’s Bay State Winds 
clarinet quartet for a memorable 
Sundays at 4 afternoon of music on 
Sunday, February 12th from 4:00 
to 5:00 p.m. Stationed at Hanscom 
Air Force Base, MA, four Bay State 
Winds musicians: SSgt Matthew 
Ayala-Román, TSgt Christy Bailes, 
MSgt Jennifer Dashnaw, and MSgt 
Kevin Connors, bring audiences to 
their feet!  The program features 
something for all musical tastes: 
classical, contemporary, patriotic, 
jazz, and folk music, as well as origi-
nal pieces for clarinet quartet.  This 
concert is free and open to the pub-
lic.  With a repertoire ranging from 
Bach to Broadway, the Bay State 
Winds have been performing for ci-
vilian audiences across the North-

east since 2001.  
The Amherst Town Library is ap-

preciative for the funding provid-
ed by the Friends of the Amherst 
Town Library for the 2012 Sundays 
at 4 music series.  The series con-
tinues on March 18th with A Celt-
ic Celebration: Aubrie Dionne and 
Piper Runion-Bareford in Concert; 
and, ends with a final performance 
on April 15th of the New Hamp-
shire Master Chorale in Concert 
with Music Director Dan Perkins.  
To register for any or all of these 
programs, please call the Amherst 
Town Library at 673-2288, email 
library@amherst.lib.nh.us, or visit 
the Library’s web site at http://www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and click on the 
calendar icon, labeled “Calendar of 
Events” on the homepage.

Quilt Show at the Amherst Library

The Souhegan Valley Quilters’ 
Guild will have a selection of quilts 
made by their members at the Am-
herst Town Library from mid Janu-
ary to the end of February. 

Please stop in to view what the 
members have been working on re-
cently.  Quilting is one of the most 
popular hobbies in the country, and 
quilting is very popular in southern 

New Hampshire.
The Guild has 70 members and 

meets the second Friday of the 
month at 9:30 AM and the first and 
third Thursdays at 7:30 PM at the 
Unitarian-Universalist Church on 
Elm Street in Milford.

All quilters are welcome.  Please 
go to our website www.nhquilts.org 
for more information.

Quilts will be on display throughout February

PARKHURST PLACE 
11 Veterans Road, Amherst, NH 03031

Features:
• Beautiful Country setting
•	 Non-profit	independent	living		

community for Seniors
•	 Large	function	and	activity	rooms
•	 Library	with	fireplace
• Community garden
• Scenic walking trails
• Screened gazebo
• Carports with storage

Services:
• Regular health screeings 

and clinics
•	 Planned	social	activities	

and functions
• Wellness and exercise 

programs

Come Visit Us!
From Wal-Mart in Amherst, head 
west on 101A (Amherst St) 1 mile. 
Take right on Veterans Rd. 1/4 
mile on right.

One bedroom apartments 
are	now	available,	with	heat	and	
hot water included.

b
For more information and current special incentives,

contact Vera at Stewart Property Management, 
P. 0. Box 10540, Bedford, NH 03110 (603) 641-2163     

TDD Accesswww.stabilehomes.com 

Milford, NH 
603-672-0224 

Prices starting at $296,400 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359 

Prices starting at $358,281 

50% off   
SUNROOM  

with a home 
purchase!* 

*On most floor plans for a limited time—call for details 

 Never cut the grass again 
 Never shovel snow again 
 Never mulch landscape beds 
 again 
 Enjoy life in a new low- 
 maintenance detached 
 condo from Stabile Homes! 

Low maintenance, Energy Star® certified detached  
condos from NH’s premier builder, Stabile Homes 

Have you made your  
New Year’s resolutions yet?  

Let us help! 

Come to the Amherst Lions Club 
Annual Roast Beef Dinner

The Amherst Lions Club annu-
al Roast Beef Dinner will be held 
on Friday February 3RD from 5:30 
to 7:30 PM at the Amherst Middle 
School. Adult tickets are $10.00. 
Tickets for children ages 6 through 
12 years are $5.00. Meals for chil-
dren under 6 years of age are free.

Come and enjoy the meal and vis-
it with your neighbors and the Li-
ons. Tickets will be on sale outside 
the Amherst Post Office on Satur-
days in January from 9AM until 12 
noon, and at the Door, or Call 673-
4100 and ask for Lion John.

Charley and Rolinda Vars help two very special guests.

Request your appointment online at Dovetaildental.com
Joseph Cariello, DDS | Neighbors of Salzburg Square in Amherst | 603 673.6526

Dovetail Dental Associates has one of the most 
experienced hygiene teams in the region.

Camillia Paras Patricia Ekins Laureen Sullivan Claudia Huffman 

u The Temperance Movement in Amherst   continued from page 4

u Voters to Decide on Land Purchase and Road Maintenance   continued from page 1

Amherst Town Library

Town and School Deliberative Meetings
Souhegan Cooperative School District – Monday,   
February 6
Amherst School District – Tuesday, February 7
Town of Amherst – Wednesday, February 8th
The above meetings will be held at Souhegan High School and  
start at 7 p.m.

Mont Vernon School District - February 8
Held at the Mont Vernon Village School and starts at 7 p.m.

Election Day
Tuesday, March 13, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Polls held at Souhegan High School


