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SportsFolio
William Loeb Scholar-Athlete 
Award was presented to SHS 
senior Robby McCormick.

Town News    page 4

Schools 
The Hope for Gus Fash-
ion Show benefit was a 
runway success!

Historic Amherst
Contributor, Katrina Holman, takes a 
romantic look back in time with a story 
about Hitty Dana’s lover.

Next Issue: February 28, 2012
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Election Day
Tuesday, March 13, 6 a.m. to 8 p.m. at Souhe-

gan Cooperative High School

TOWN OF AMHERST
PUBLIC NOTICE

The Amherst Supervisors of the Checklist will be 
in session at the Town Clerk’s office at the Amherst 
Town Hall on Saturday, March 3, 2012 between 
11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.

This session will be for new voter registration 
and corrections to the checklist. Please bring proof 
of residence and identification with you.

Voting will take place on Tuesday, March 13th 
at Souhegan High School from 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 
p.m.

April Art Exhibit Accepting Art
The Friends of the Amherst Town Library are 

looking for local artists with photographs, paintings, 
and drawings of places in New Hampshire for the 
Amherst Town Library’s April art exhibit.  We are 
looking to complement the theme for April which 
is “Right Here in New Hampshire”.  If you have a 
favorite framed photograph, painting, or drawing of 
a special place in New Hampshire please contact 
Sharron April at sharronapril@gmail.com. 

Pam Hunt To Speak on Winter 
Birds at Garden Club Meeting

AMHERST - Pam Hunt, Avian Conservation 
Biologist for the NH Audubon Society, will be the 
speaker at the March 1 meeting of the Amherst 
Garden Club held at the Amherst Congregational 
Church.  She will use  Audubon’s “Backyard Winter 
Bird Survey” data to explore changes in abundance 
and distributions of many of the common winter 
birds in New Hampshire. 

Pam, an active birder for over thirty years, 
received her B.S. from Cornell University, her 
master’s degree from the University of Montana, 
and her PH.D. in 1995 from Dartmouth College.  
For the last ten years she has worked for the NH 
Audubon Society coordinating and prioritizing bird 
research and monitoring in the state.  She most re-
cently authored NH’s “State of the Birds” report.

The meeting will begin with refreshments and 
a short business meeting at 9:00 am followed by 
the program at 10:30 a.m.  Amherst Garden Club 
meetings are free and open to the public.

Girls on the Run  - Spring 2012 
Wilkins Elementary School
Two separate teams will be available:

Wednesday/Friday 3:00 – 4:15pm, starting April 
4 and ending June 15; Tuesday/Thursday 3:00 
– 4:15pm, starting April 3 and ending June 14.

Girls on the Run is a 10-week curriculum based 
program that utilizes the power of running to pro-
vide girls with the tools to celebrate themselves, 
honor their voices, and recognize their gifts, culmi-
nating with a 5K event on June 16, 2012.

Have fun with other girls while you exercise, 
share experiences, and challenge yourself to be 
physically and mentally stronger. Set goals for your-
self about making healthy choices that are best for 
your body. Learn more about being a good friend 
and helping others in your community while you get 
to know your friends and yourself a little bit better. 
Who is it for? Girls in 3rd thru 5th grade of ALL fit-
ness and ability levels.

For more information about the attendance 
policy and to register, visit our website at www.
girlsontherunnh.org. Online registration will open 
February 15, 2012 at 7:00pm.

Cost per girl is $129 for the 2x per week/10 
week program. A healthy snack is provided with 
every lesson. Girls MUST bring a water bottle and 
have sturdy sneakers. If you do not have access to 
a computer or need further assistance with schol-
arship information, please contact Executive Direc-
tor, Jen Hubbell, at 778-1389.

Space is limited to 15 girls per team and regis-
tration is on a first-come, first-served basis!

Stop in, have coffee, we love 
to talk about kitchens!!

“We received a full kitchen design along with all costs before 
we were asked to commit.  That’s why we chose Granite State 
Cabinetry as well the entire team was exceptional!” 

D & A, Amherst

Exceptional!

Rte. 101, Bedford, NH
(603) 472-4080

www.gscabinetry.com
Mon.-Fri 8:30-5pm • Sat. 10-4

Nancy Sporborg (left) and Pat Piper cllimbing Mt. Jefferson 
in NH.  They are presenting, “It’s Not About the Hike,” on 
Tuesday, February 21 at 7 at the Amherst Town Library.

It’s Not About The Hike

Chris Humphrey and His 
Quartet To Perform At SHS 
Jazz Night 

Amherst Firefighters Respond Twice 
to Same Building; Different Fires

Souhegan Cooperative School  
District Proposes $2.9 Million Bond

Amherst School District Proposes 
2.21% Budget Increase

Deliberative Session Reviews Select-
men’s Budget and Warrant Articles 

Amherst Town Library

AMHERST - As part 
of the Amherst Town Li-
brary’s adult evening series 
of programs in January and 
February with the theme of 
The Human Spirit: Adven-
tures and Challenges, Nan-
cy Sporborg and Pat Piper 
present, “It’s Not About the 
Hike” on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 21 at 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. in the Johnson Meet-
ing Room.  This program 
highlights the journey of 
two 50 plus year old non-
hikers who one day decided 
to climb the 67 mountains 
in New England over 4,000 
feet.  Nancy Sporborg and 
Pat Piper are two ordinary 
women who went on an ex-
traordinary journey over 
the mountain summits and 
into their hearts.  This is the 
story of what they found 

inside themselves as they 
hiked over 1,250 miles to 
the tops of over 190 moun-
tains through all four sea-
sons.

This multi-media presen-
tation is for everyone—hik-
ers and non-hikers, people 
who are sedentary or active, 
outdoor enthusiasts and in-
door homebodies.  The pre-
sentation is NOT about the 
hike; it is an inspirational 
and motivational program 
about pushing ourselves 
outside our comfort zones, 
overcoming our fears, find-
ing our passions and living 
our lives to the fullest.  The 
speakers share with humor 
and candor their personal 
lives in a way that makes 
the message and learning 

AMHERST - The Souhe-
gan High School Music De-
partment is excited to wel-
come Jazz Vocalist/Pianist 
Chris Humphrey and his 
Quartet for Jazz Night #2 
on Friday February 17 at 
7:00pm. 

Chris Humphrey is a mu-
sician who is multi-faceted 
in his talent and accom-
plishments. A jazz vocalist, 
whose primary focus is the 
use of the voice as an instru-
ment, Chris is an improvis-

er and composer as well as 
an interpreter of song. He 
is a veteran jazz singer, hav-
ing worked with Denon re-
cording artists The Ritz and 
the vocal jazz quintet, Vo-
calease. He has performed 
at Blue Note Jazz Clubs in 
New York, Tokyo, Jakarta 
and Fukuoka, Japan. His de-
but CD as a leader, Nothing 
But Blue Sky has just been 
released on Cadence Jazz 

AMHERST – Amherst 
volunteer firefighters had a 
busy few days February 2-4. 
Twenty-two Amherst fire-
fighters answered the call 
that came in at 2:13 a.m. on 
February 2.  Amherst Fire 
Chief Mark Boynton said 
that when the fire depart-
ment arrived at 8 Manhat-
tan Drive, all occupants 
were out of the building 
used by The Bread Chef, a 
commercial baking opera-
tion that rents space in the 
multi-unit building.  Chief 
Boynton said, “Deputy Chief 
Conley performed a size up 
of the building by walking 
around the outside and dis-
covering a door leading to 
the utility room and located 
the fire.   Additional crews 
were assigned to attack the 
fire from the utility room 
door while crews already in-
side located the fire and pre-
vented it from spreading to 
the rest of the building.”

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – Souhegan 
High School turns 20 this 
year.  That means the build-
ing and systems are aging 
and in need of repairs, ren-
ovations and replacements. 
A facilities report done by 

Gale Associates, Inc. rec-
ommended $14 million in 
repairs and renovations.  

To address the most ur-
gent needs, the school board 
is requesting a ten-year bond 
for a  $2.9 million to replace 

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST – The Am-
herst School Board has pro-
posed an operating budget 
of $24,493,507, an increase 
of $529,387.  The Ways 
and Means Committee in 
supporting the operating 

budget said the increase is 
reasonable and driven by 
a substantial guaranteed 
maximum health insurance 
premium increase of 10% 
and a 24.5% increase in re-
tirement contributions as 

By Cliff Ann Wales

AMHERST - The select-
men are asking the voters to 
raise and appropriate funds 
to purchase land in town.  
The parcel of land is iden-
tified as 6.5 acres owned 
by the New Hampshire De-

partment of Transporta-
tion which abuts Route 101 
on the west and Merrimack 
Road to the north.  It has 
been determined that the 
land has no environmental 
issues, no wetlands and it is 
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Firefighters look over collapsed roof of a recent fire on Manhattan Drive in Amherst.

Dave Agans 
and Vick 
Bennison 
with their 
awards.

MANCHESTER – The Milford Area Play-
ers had a very big night at the New Hampshire 
Theatre Awards, Friday night, February 3 at the 
Palace Theatre.  The group won four top awards 
for its production of “August: Osage County” by 
Tracy Letts. This was more than any other com-
munity theatre group in the state.  Dave Agans 
of Amherst, the president of MAP, accepted 
the award for the best production of 2011.  Vick 
Bennison of Amherst accepted the award for 
best director.  Barbara Webb of Plymouth, 
won the award for best actress.   And Debo-
rah Shaw of Nashua won for best supporting 
actress.  “August: Osage County” also placed in 
the top three in four other categories:  best ac-
tress, best supporting actor, best set design, and 
best lighting.   This year 20 community groups 
were competing for the awards with about 40 
shows nominated.   The Milford Area Players, 
created in 2001, performs in the Amato Center 
in Milford.

Local Theatre Group 
Wins Big at 10th NH  
Theatre Awards


