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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., February 28, 2012

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Wednesday, February 22

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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Letters To the editor:

The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ NEW! Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, bedford
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September  25
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Published 22 times a year on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each Month, 
on the last Tuesday July and August, and the 1st and 3rd Tuesday 
in December. (Dates may vary near Holidays or elections.)

Subscriptions: $15.00 per year (prepaid)
P.O. Box 291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291
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AMHERST	 CITIZEN
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Jim O’Mara, Town Administrator, Bruce Berry, Director DPW, George Cod-
dington, Police Chief Peter Lyons and Maggie Paul, SHS Student Services
Missing: Bruce Bowler, Chairman -Board of Selectman, and the other mem-
bers

“Keep Amherst Clean, Appealing”
To the editor:

With the support of many people, Amherst has now installed “ Keep Am-
herst Clean and Appealing” signs on the 16 town controlled roads entering 
our town. There is a second sign on the bottom indicating the standard RSA 
fine for littering.  After 2 years of discussion, budgeting ,and planning .with 
lots of general cooperation- visibility has been raised. The process alone has 
helped raise awareness and made me realize how many citizens are both-
ered by this problem.

Thanks go out to everyone involved on the Board of Selectmen , Town Ad-
ministration, Police officials and especially DPW who does the hard work. 
Also the staff at SHS and the students who helped in many ways, including 
multiple litter pick up days, helping come up with the anti-litter slogan,

The Amherst Citizen ,  and many neighbors and residents who took the 
trouble to contact me and continue to support this initiative for common 
sense and civility.  

There are no illusions that the signs alone will stop the litter. Its clear a lot 
of the litter is from people who just don’t care about anyone around them 
or the environment.  But It’s a good  start and a statement that its NOT ac-
ceptable in the community.  

  
 

George Coddington
Amherst

Free Admission To Beautifully-
Filmed, Upbeat Movie At Wilton 
Theatre
To the editor:

Please join us for a free film at Wilton Town Hall Theatre at 4:30 on Sun-
day February 19.

The film is called “I Am” and is directed by Tom Shadyac.  Shadyac was 
a successful Hollywood filmmaker living a life that many would consider 
enviable when he had a life-threatening accident. After his long and dif-
ficult recovery,  he decided to take a camera and crew and travel around 
the world to interview scientists and scholars to ask two questions: What’s 
wrong with our world? and What can we do about it?  By the completion 
of the filming, the director and crew realized they had seen a lot of what’s 
right with the world. 

We hope you will join us for this beautifully-filmed, upbeat movie. There 
is no charge for admission. Donations will be gratefully accepted and given 
to Wilton Town Hall Theatre. The film is being sponsored by three organi-
zations: Granite State Guardians, NH Green Coalition, and Women Mak-
ing a Difference.

Jo Deckert
Amherst

Love the Bus Month
To the editor:

February marks Love the Bus month, the American School Bus Council’s 
annual recognition of school bus drivers across the country who dedicate 
themselves to providing safe transportation each and every day. At First 
Student, the safety and security of the students we transport is our core 
value. We would like to take this opportunity to thank our drivers and our 
entire First Student team who do their part to ensure students in the Mil-
ford, Mason, Amherst. Mont Vernon and Souhegan School Districts are 
safety transported to and from school each day.

The yellow school bus is the safest way to get to and from school; nearly 
13 times safer than walking to school and as much as 10 times safer than 
traveling in a passenger vehicle, according to data from the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration. First Student continually evaluates and 
utilizes new tools and procedures to make our buses even safer.

Highly trained drivers and a regular maintenance program are also vi-
tal to an excellent safety records. Our drivers participate in an extensive 
training program. Each of our drivers must undergo more than 50 hours of 
behind-the-wheel and in-classroom training before ever transporting any 
students. Our drivers also participate in monthly in-service meetings to 
discuss important safety procedures. 

In addition, our buses have regularly scheduled and ongoing vehicle 
maintenance checks. Each driver also conducts a daily multi-point inspec-
tion of his/her bus using the latest technology before beginning a route. 
This comprehensive maintenance program ensures our buses are operat-
ing at peak condition.

First Student recognizes our tremendous responsibility to ensure stu-
dent safety, and we thank your for your continued support of us and your 
love of the school bus. 

Robin Bogle
Location Manager
First Student

First Annual Chili and Chowder 
Cook Off a Huge Success!
To the editor:

The Souhegan Valley Chamber of Commerce - Opportunity Networks’ 
First Annual Chili Chowder Cook Off, which was held at the Amherst Busi-
ness Center on January 29th, was a huge success thanks in part to the sup-
port and participation we received from many area restaurants, amateur 
chef entrants, the local NH breweries and wineries, and the many countless 
volunteers that helped us put on this event. We are also very grateful for the 
overwhelming public support we received from the many people who at-
tended our event!

We would like to thank the area restaurants that participated with us 
this first year: 900 Degrees, The Barn at Hitchiner, Chrysanthi’s Restau-
rant, The Everyday Epicure, Giorgio’s Ristorante, Kevin’s Kitchen, Moult-
on’s Market, Panera Bread , Shorty’s, and the Weathervane. Winning top 
honors in the Professional Best Chili Category was The Barn at Hitchiner, 
and winning top honors in the Professional Chowder Category was Chry-
santhi’s Restaurant.

We would also like to thank the many local Amateur Cooks who entered 
their specialties: Lynda Derby, Windows on West Street, Bill McNamara, 
Jake DeSilva, Dr. Phillip Littlefield, Christina Zlotnik, Richard Ball of the 
Amherst Lions Club, Madeleine Hunt, John Klem, Rick Loomer, Lori Skin-
ner (Hillbilly Stampede), Sally Long, the staff and clients of Opportuni-
ty  Networks,  Tom and Kem Vasallo, Roland La Plante, and the Amherst 
Fire Department. Winning top Honor in the Amateur Chili Contest were 
Kem and Tom Vasallo of Amherst, and winning top honors in the Amateur 
Chowder Contest was Sally Long of Amherst. 

The day’s People’s Choice Winner went to Lori Skinner of Hillbilly Stam-
pede.

A big thank you to our panel of professional judges: Kevin Stevens, Union 
Street Grill, Scott Franz and Helen Ryba, The Chef’s Plate, Felicia Hoynacki 
and Jeffery Boutin, as well as SV Chamber Board of Directors, and Marlena 
Phillips of Milford who provided all the day’s live music and  entertain-
ment. 

A sincere thank you to our Beer and Wine Garden sponsors: Bellavance 
Beverage, Smuttynose Brewery, Woodstock Inn Brewery, Vitone Family 
Wines, La Belle Winery and Moonlight Meadery. A big thank you to Coca 
Cola Bottling of Northern New England for donating all bottled water as 
well. 

Special thanks to the Mareld Company, Inc. of Nashua who graciously 
donated the space for us to hold this fantastic community event at the Am-
herst Business Center and to H2O Waste Disposal Services for help with 
equipment and clean up.

All proceeds from this event benefited Opportunity Networks, a non 
profit organization that provides meaningful employment and training to 
individuals living with acquired and developmental disabilities in our com-
munity and the Souhegan Valley Chamber of Commerce.  Opportunity 
Networks is a 501c(3) charity that also provides life skills and social oppor-
tunities for their disabled clients. 

For more information on either the Souhegan Valley Chamber of Com-
merce or Opportunity Networks, please go to www.souhegan.net or www.
opportunitynetworks.org, or contact the Souhegan Valley Chamber of 
Commerce at 673-4360, or Opportunity Networks at 883-4402.

We will see you again next year! 

Respectfully submitted,
May Balsama, Executive Director, 
Souhegan Valley Chamber of  
Commerce

Land Purchase for …?
To the editor:

$180,000 for 6 acres of land.  Not much as land goes IF you have a use for 
it.  Our Board of Selectmen wishes to purchase approximately 6.5 acres of 
land off Merrimack Road, supposedly for playing fields.  We were told this 
was pretty much the last suitable land in Amherst, and we must purchase 
it or the children would go without.

Then a citizen stepped forward.  He informed our Board that, combined, 
he, his father and his neighbor had over 100 acres suitable for fields, and 
no one had ever bothered to ask them if they would be willing to sell some 
of it.  Then he added that he was the current owner of Brewster Fields.  No 
one had asked him about that either.  He informed our Board that he was 
more than willing to let the Town use these fields for a nominal fee, perhaps 
the cost of maintenance, and permission to hold some tournaments.  This 
seems to be a reasonable offer, and certainly less than $180,000.  

I was initially in favor of this purchase until the above information was 
presented.  Now our Board suggests that this land could have other uses.  
Yes?  What use could this land have when much of it is just above the water 
table and development cost are estimated at nearly three quarters of a mil-
lion dollars.  That was the estimate for playing fields.  No paving, no foun-
dations, no site work for septic; just fields.

One of our Selectmen also pointed out that we needed to increase our 
welfare budget because people were having problems.  Now I ask, why 
spend money at all.  There is an exceedingly reasonable alternative on land 
the Recreation Department has already praised as being well suited and 
ready for play.  

Please join me and vote no on the land purchase, Article 22

Tedd Landon
Amherstt

Vote NO on Petition Zoning   
Article #35
To the editor:

I am probably not the only person who decided to live outside the His-
toric District so as to avoid extra regulation of what I can do with my prop-
erty.

Now we have a zoning amendment by petition that will insert the Heri-
tage Commission into the process of demolition, moving or substantially 
altering buildings anywhere in Amherst.

The proposed amendment uses overly broad definitions of “building” 
and “demolition” that could cause significant inconvenience and cost for 
numerous property owners if the wording is strictly applied.  Dog houses, 
bird houses and various types of crop protection systems used in modern 
farming would meet the definition of “building”.  These agricultural crop 
protection systems are often movable, and such movement falls under the 
definition of “demolition”.  Having to get a permit, and pay a fee, multiple 
times a year for seasonal movements of these “buildings” is crazy.  Even if 
the Zoning Administrator chooses not to apply the strict interpretation, 
the risk remains and will affect farming investment decisions.

If this article passes, some property owners may decide the best approach 
is to neglect a building until it collapses on its own, thereby avoiding extra 
hassles in the permit process but perhaps creating an eyesore for the neigh-
borhood.

This petition zoning article is regulatory overreach by the Heritage Com-
mission and is poorly thought out to the degree that it could cause unin-
tended unwanted outcomes.  It deserves a NO vote.

Peter de Bruyn Kops
Amherst

Restore Tobacco Tax to Its   
Former Levels
To the editor:

After the sixth straight month of reduced tobacco tax revenues, I am 
asking the legislature to make it a priority to restore the tobacco tax to its 
former levels this legislative session. We cannot and should not wait until 
the next session, when we have lost even more money and more lives to the 
effects of smoking.

As an American Cancer Society volunteer, I know that the Society fought 
against the tobacco tax rollback to protect our youth and discourage all 
people from smoking. However, the Society also warned that the state 
would lose much needed revenue if it cut the tax. The American Cancer 
Society was right, the state has lost millions of dollars, adding to what is 
already a very difficult financial time.

As a cancer advocate, I know that living a healthy life means living smoke-
free. Therefore, we should be doing all we can to discourage people from 
smoking, which includes not only restoring the tobacco tax to its former 
levels, but also increasing the tobacco tax. 

It’s time for the legislature to fix its mistake and restore the tobacco tax, 
before we lose more money and more people start smoking, endangering 
their health and their lives.

Sincerely,
Amy Chapman
American Cancer Society Volunteer
Amherst


