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Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

LOOKING FOR DONATIONS!! 
Do you have a tub of Legos gathering 
dust in the basement? The Children’s 
Room could use them!  We’re hoping 
to increase our supply of Legos, so that 
we can get a Lego-club started here at the 
library.  Any that you could part with would 
be greatly appreciated---please talk to Miss Sarah 
if you have some to donate.
Storytimes

All of our traditional Storytimes are drop in, we love 
to see you when you are able to attend. Storytimes are 
held the following days and times: 

Baby Listeners lapsit storytime ( from birth to 24 
mos.) is on Friday mornings at 10:30.  Next session 
meets: March 9, 16, 23 30,  April 6 and 13.

Toddler Time for 2 and 3 year olds and their caregiv-
ers meet Tuesdays at 10:00.  Next session meets: March 
6, 13, 20,27, April 3 and 10. 

Book Bunch for 3-6 yr. olds is on Wednesdays at 
1:00pm and Thursdays at 10:00am.  Next session meets: 
March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4 and 11 (Weds. afternoons) 
and March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 and 12 (Thurs. morn-
ings)

Book Clubs

We have book clubs for all ages—
Jr. Bookclub (for kids in grades 2-4 and parents) 

meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 
6:30pm.  For the month of March, club members will 
choose between two books:  Calvin Coconut, Hero of 
Hawaii by Graham Salisbury, and Clementine, by Sara 
Pennypacker. Come in and talk to Miss Sarah if you’re 
interested in joining.

The Great Stone Face Reviewer’s Club (for 5th and 
6th graders) gets together on the first Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30 to talk about the newest fiction ti-
tles that we’ve all been reading—then Miss Sarah passes 
these opinions on to the Great Stone Face Committee 
at the state level.  We’re an opinionated group that loves 
to read---and loves to talk about what we’re reading! If 

you’d like to join us, come in and talk 
to Miss Sarah.

The Popcorn-Eating Monsters 
Club (for 7th and 8th graders) gather 
on the 4th Wednesday of each month 
to share opinions about the newest 

YA fiction titles we’re reading.  Right 
now we’re planning a Hunger Games 

get-together to coincide with the movie 
release.  If you love to read, and love to talk 

about what you’re reading, come and join us!  
Talk to Miss Sarah if you’re interested.

School Vacation Week Activities:                   
Don’t sit around bored during school vacation week. 

The children’s room at the library has a lot planned!  
We’ll be having our 2nd annual Winter Vacation in the 
Tropics, featuring the following activities. (For those 
events requiring registration, please call 673-2288 or go 
online to www.amherst.lib.nh.us.)

Tuesday February 28 at 10:30: DANCE PARTY! 
Learn the Limbo!  Do the Hula!! We provide the grass 
skirts, the refreshing water, and the Island Music----
You come and dance! For all ages.

Tuesday February 28 at 2:30pm: LEGO FREE-FOR-
ALL Bring your Lego creativity to the library, and see 
what you can build with the Legos we provide! Registra-
tion required, (so we can estimate the number of legos 
we’ll need).

Wednesday February 29 at 3:00pm: AFTERNOON 
MOVIE MATINEE.  Bring a water bottle and a pillow, 
and we’ll provide the popcorn and the big screen! We’ll 
be showing one of our all-time favorite ocean films---
Finding Nemo.  Come and join us!

Thursday March 1 at 10:30: BEACH PARTY---
STORIES, SONGS AND SMOOTHIES W/ MISS SUE 
AND MISS SARAH. Bring a beach towel to sit on, and 
wear whatever it takes to put you in the island mood--
-flip flops, sunglasses, shorts?? We’ll provide the deli-
cious fruit smoothies and lots of fun!

Thursday March 1 at 1:30: KEYCHAIN CRAFTS 
(for kids ages 8 and up) We’ll dig out our supply of pony 
beads and see what kind of keychain critters we can cre-
ate! Registration required.

ALL WEEK LONG:  MAKE-IT/ TAKE-IT 
CRAFT—Come in anytime and make your own FLIP-
FLOP MAGNET.
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Town News

“We need our reason to teach us today that 
we are not…the lords of all we survey…we are the 
Lord’s creatures, the trustees of the planet, charged 
today with preserving life itself…”

— Margaret Thatcher

This article might have been titled “Canaries, 
Congress and Conservation”.  State of something 
reports flow with the new year from mayors to the 
President.  Policies and programs get publicized 
only to meet procrastination in the months to fol-
low.  Land protection is proposed coupled with 
more facilities for people to meet and enjoy the nat-
ural world.  Then, funds for trails and conservation 
of agricultural land are squashed – political oppor-
tunism meets reality and moves on.

Birds, too, give their “State Of” report.  Probably 
even before miners carried caged canaries into coal 
mines to give early warnings of dangerous air, birds 
have been indicators of the environment’s health.  
They still fulfill that role today.

For a century bird populations have been me-
thodically tallied, giving a record of species num-
bers and a measure of habitat and environmen-
tal qualities.  The State of New Hampshire Birds 
– A Conservation Guide published in 2011 by the 
Audubon Society of New Hampshire contains a 
wealth of information that is presented on species 
and habitat types.

Roughly 300 bird species occur regularly in New 
Hampshire of which 186 species are known to breed 
here.  For those breeding-bird species, the observa-
tion data taken over the past 40 years shows:

• 69 (37%) of the 
species have stable 
or increasing popula-
tions

• 65 (35%) of the species are declining
• 52 (28%) inhabit difficult to reach habitats so 

records are difficult to obtain and analyze.
To better understand the data, species were 

grouped by their preferred habitats.  This approach 
showed that significant declines have occurred 
among species dependent on shrubland and grass-
land habitats.  Also, significant declines have been 
seen among forest-dependent species.  Factors be-
yond the state’s boundaries have their effects as 
well.  These have contributed to causing migrants 
and species that feed on flying insects to decline.  
On the plus side, fish eating birds have benefited 
from conservation measures.

In a future article, we will look at the habitats 
birds are finding in our town and how the Amherst 
Conservation Commission is taking steps to effect 
improvements.  The full report cited above may be 
found at www.nhaudubon.org. 

“Because we are optimists, we are confident in 
humanity’s ability to restore and to renew the natu-
ral world…we are committed to protecting the earth 
from all current and future threats.  We should take 
seriously our demanding role as twenty-first cen-
tury environmental stewards.  It is our obligation 
and opportunity”. 

— Newt Gingrich

“We understand that you’re trying to make ends 
  meet and are here to help you maneuver through 
  these challenging times.”

    Timothy M. Naro
    Vice President, Lending
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TheToadsTool
Bookshops

Mon-Sat 9-9, Sunday 11-5
Lorden Plaza, Milford

673-1734
12 Depot Sq.,  Peterborough, 924-3543
Colony Mill Marketplace, Keene, 352-8815

We § LocaL
authors!

Next Event:
cooKBooK eVeNt
Mon., Feb. 20, 5-9 p.m.

Join us in Brookline, NH as Chef Mark 
of Lucia’s Tavola prepares delicous 

selections from “WHO HAS NANA’S 
RECIPE”? by Regina Sullivan, local 
author and teacher at Souhegan High 
School.  Regina will be on hand to 

discuss the book – available that evening 
and at Toadstool.  Seating is limited or 

call Lucia’s at 249-9134.  Mangia!
—————

www.toadbooks.com

universal.  Their recently published 
book, It’s Not About the Hike, will 
also be offered after the presenta-
tion.

We all have our mountains to 
climb.  Your mountain may be a 
4,000-footer in the White Moun-
tains.  But it could also be going to 
college, getting a job, bringing up 
children, caring for aging parents or 
dealing with an illness.  Maybe your 
mountain is reorganizing a busi-

ness, tackling a difficult project, los-
ing weight or starting an exercise 
program.  It’s your personal moun-
tain and it is hard.  This program 
hopes to inspire you to climb that 
next mountain in your life. 

This presentation is free and open 
to the public. However, registra-
tion is REQUIRED for this program 
due to space limitations. You can 
register for this program, or the fi-
nal program of The Human Spirit: 

Adventures and Challenges series 
at the Amherst Town Library, “Ex-
ploring America’s Tackiest Tourist 
Photos with humorist Darren Gar-
nick” on Tuesday, February 28th 
from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM., by call-
ing 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us  
and selecting “Calendar of Events.” 

Reminder

“What Endures”: A Discussion Series Led By Emily Archer
The Amherst Town Library is of-

fering “What Endures”, an innova-
tive discussion series led by Emily 
Archer on Wednesday, Wednesday, 
February 15th.  The series is part of 
the Library’s adult evening series of 
programs in January and February 
with the theme of The Human Spir-
it: Adventures and Challenges and 
we will explore what endures in all 
its many meanings in our lives.  The 
discussion sessions are scheduled 
from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM in the 
Johnson Meeting Room.  We will 
read a rich mix of poems, stories, 
and essays, and come reflect togeth-
er in this new three-part discussion 
series.  All reading materials will be 
supplied by the library and you are 
welcome to join us for any or all of 
the series discussions.

Feats of extreme physical endur-
ance, technical challenge, and ath-
letic skill make the news.  Those who 
scale the highest mountains sail the 
uncharted seas, and dive unfath-

omable depths are the stuff of leg-
end and bestsellers.  But what about 
those whose marathons are hidden 
in hospital corridors or ordinary 
suburban living rooms, who climb 
their Everests unnoticed?  Perhaps 
you have known people who swim 
upstream through impossible ill-
ness, or who daily walk some wild 
unmapped path with their fami-
lies.  What keeps their spirits alive?  
How do they persist against the 
odds?  In this series, you are invited 
to “get the news” of extraordinary, 
ordinary people who meet their un-
sought human challenges with hon-
esty, humor, and great presence. 

Facilitator Emily Archer has de-
signed this series in consultation 
with Ruslyn Vear, Head of Refer-
ence. Emily holds a doctorate in 
American literature, is a published 
writer, and has led pubic humani-
ties discussions and writing groups 
for over twenty years for numerous 
New Hampshire libraries, schools, 

churches, and medical communi-
ties. She lives in Mont Vernon with 
her family.

This discussion series is free and 
open to the public. However, regis-
tration is REQUIRED for this pro-
gram due to space limitations. You 
can register for this program or any 
one of the Human Spirit: Adven-
tures and Challenges series pro-
grams for adults by calling 673-
2288, emailing library@amherst.
lib.nh.us or by visiting our website 
at www.amherst.lib.nh.us  and se-
lecting “Calendar of Events.” 

In addition to this discussion se-
ries, other programs in the Human 
Spirit: Adventures and Challenges 
series at the Amherst Town Library 
include: “It’s Not About the Hike” 
on Tuesday, February 21st from 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM; and, “Explor-
ing America’s Tackiest Tourist Pho-
tos with humorist Darren Garnick” 
on Tuesday, February 28th from 
7:00 PM to 8:30 PM.

Hollis Veterinary Hospital &
On The Go Mobile Veterinary Services

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

• Complete healthcare
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• Call for an
appointment

465-7071
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WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!

James A. Belanger, DVM
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