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Letters & Opinion

The Amherst Citizen is eager to 
serve as a community forum.  We 
welcome your letters, opinions, 
and commentaries and make 
every effort to run them in their 
entirety.  We do reserve the right 
to edit.  The views and opinions 
expressed do not necessarily rep-
resent the position of the staff of 
The Amherst Citizen.

Please direct your letters, views 
and commentary to the Editor, 
The Amherst Citizen, P.O. Box 
291, Amherst, NH 03031-0291, 
or e-mail your submission to: 
news@amherstcitizen.com. We 
will attempt to run your letter 
as submitted (space permitting) 
providing it is signed and phone 
number is included.

How to contact us:
	 Phone:		 603-672-9444
	 Fax:		 603-672-8153
	 Mail:		 PO	Box	291
	 	 Amherst,	NH	03031
	 eMail:		
		News:	news@amherstcitizen.com
		Ads:	ads@amherstcitizen.com
	 on	the	World	Wide	Web:

www.amherstcitizen.com

NEXT ISSUE:
Tues., March 8, 2012

Deadline: 5 p.m.
Thursday, March 1

Issue dates are subject to change. 
Watch future issues for schedule updates.
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The Amherst Citizen assumes no financial 
responsibility for errors in advertisements 
except as produced by the newspaper 
and provided it is notified within 48 hours 
of publication, then which the newspaper 
will reprint that portion of the ad where 
the error occurs in the next issue. Pho-
tographs or artwork submitted become 
our property and will not be returned un-
less requested in advance. The Amherst 
Citizen reserves the right to reject and 
not to print any advertisement or article it 
believes to be offensive, defamatory or in 
otherwise bad taste, and not in keeping 
with the focus of this newspaper.
Articles, ads, photographs, artwork, and 
any other material herein, may not be 
reproduced by any means without the 
written permission of the publisher.

Available at one of these locations:
 ❑ Moulton’s Market, Amherst

 ❑ Amherst Town Library

 ❑ The Cider Mill, Amherst

 ❑ Homestead Grocery, Amherst

	 ❑ NEW! Fishbones, Mont Vernon

 ❑ Merrill’s Convenience, Milford

 ❑ Shaw’s Market, Milford

 ❑ Stop & Shop, Milford

 ❑ Harvest Market, Hollis

 ❑ Harvest Market, bedford

 ❑ Hannaford SuperMarket, bedford
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Project Graduation Needs Your 
Support
To the editor:

The communities of Amherst and Mont Vernon are planning the 7th 
Annual Project Graduation celebration to be held at the Hampshire Dome.  
Project Graduation is a drug- and alcohol-free, fun and safe opportunity 
for all graduates to celebrate their accomplishments.  Many community 
members volunteer their time throughout the year for planning, and are 
present at the event.  Most importantly, this all-night celebration keeps 
our students off the roads on graduation night – an evening notoriously 
dangerous for our kids to be in cars.  More than 80% of the graduates from 
Souhegan have attended this memorable event.  

Our goal is to minimize the cost for the seniors to enable 100% partici-
pation.  Our hope is that all expenses for Project Graduation, including 
entertainment, food, games, and prizes, will be paid for by tax-deductible 
donations and our own fundraising efforts. 

In order to provide this event, we are asking you to support Project Grad-
uation by generously donating.  All gifts of any amount are appreciated and 
will be recognized in the event program as well as the local newspaper. It 
is through your support that we can make this event a success.  If you have 
any questions, please email mdmsmcgrath@msn.com.

Donations can be mailed to: (make checks out to SHS-PTSA) 
Project Graduation
c/o Meg Dworkin
21 Homestead Rd
Amherst, NH 03031
The Souhegan community appreciates your support!

With our sincere thanks,
2012 Souhegan High School Project 
Graduation Committee

Thank You to School Bus Drivers
To the editor:

February is national Love the Bus Month! This annual campaign not only 
reminds everyone about school bus safety, but also recognizes the school 
bus drivers who take on the tremendous responsibility of safely transport-
ing students to and from school each day.

I want to thank you for your commitment to safety and your concern for 
the students you transport. Because of your care, attention and dedication, 
First Student is having its safest school year on record. Each of you plays an 
essential role in our success.

As you know, driving a school bus can be both challenging and reward-
ing. You are often asked to do multiple tasks at the same time like monitor-
ing activities on the bus while keeping your eyes on the road, but driving 
is not your only responsibility. I also appreciate the active role you take in 
participating in additional safety training and the care you demonstrate 
when checking your bus before each route. 

The outstanding service and commitment to safety drivers like you pro-
vide in your local communities reflect positively on the entire company. 
Your actions demonstrate what it means to be a school bus driver and a car-
ing member of the community. I hope you know that you have truly made 
an impact on the lives of the students you transport.  

Sincerely,
Linda Burtwistle
First Student, president

Lions Club Extends a Big Thanks 
for Generosity to Amherst
To the editor:

A big thank you to everyone who donated to the Amherst Lions effort for 
the Warmth from the Millyard Project from UNH.  In Amherst, the Lions 
collected 1,016 articles of warm clothing and blankets for mostly children 
but also some adults as well.  Statewide, Lions collected over 13,000 items 
that were redistributed to those in need.  Many children are warmer this 
winter because of your generosity.  Thank you again!

Sincerely,
Linda Ribolini
Amherst Lions
Chair of the Warmth from the Millyard,
Co chair for the NH Lions District 44

Free Screening of Film, Seeking 
the Current at Wilton Town Hall 
Theatre
To the editor:

You are invited to a free film at Wilton Town Hall Theatre on Sunday 
March 11 at 4:30. The film is called Seeking the Current. 

The director, Nicholas Boisclair, and his crew took a 33-day canoe trip 
down the beautiful, powerful Romaine River in Quebec Province to film 
the river before it is turned into a series of 4 dams. Work on the first dam 
has begun. It is not clear, however, that it makes good financial or environ-
mental sense to continue this massive, destructive project.

The film provides information about various sources of renewable energy 
(geothermal, wind, solar, biomass) and shows how energy-efficient a pas-
sive solar house can be.  The director will be at Wilton Theatre to talk about 
why he made the film. Chris Couchesne, a staff attorney at Conservation 
Law Foundation in Concord, will join the post-film discussion to explain 
why the film is relevant to New Hampshire residents. 

Admission is free. Donations are welcome. The film is sponsored by NH 
Green Coalition, Women 

Making a Difference, and Granite State Guardians.

Jo Deckert
Amherst

Vote No For Article #22
To the editor:

 A proposal to purchase land currently owned by the State of New Hamp-
shire, approximately 6.5 acres for $180,000 is being recommended by the 
Land and Recreations Department for proposed future athletic sports 
fields.  I have no problem with having playing fields for the youth of Am-
herst, but as stated by Ted Landon in his article for the Amherst Citizens on 
February 16th, there are other alternatives available to look at and study.

As a resident of Amherst since 1986, and living on Merrimack Road for 
13 years, which is where the proposed land is located, the existing traf-
fic flow has increased yearly due to drivers avoiding the Milford Oval and 
other alternative routes including Commercial Trucks, School Buses and 
regular traffic.  The Amherst Police Department is to be commended for 
their diligent patrolling of this road.

If Amherst purchases this property and builds an assortment of playing 
fields, this will not only increase the traffic flow, but will put more wear and 
tear on an already over used condition.

 
Respectfully,
Joe Casey
Amherst

Maresco Is Candidate for  
Souhegan School Board Vacancy
To the editor:

My name is Pete Maresco and I am writing to ask for your support as I 
run for the available seat on the Souhegan Cooperative School Board.  For 
the past three years I have thoroughly enjoyed the privilege of serving on 
the Amherst School Board.  As my term draws to a close, I strongly feel as 
though I want to continue to serve our towns as a school board member.   
Since both of my children are now attending Souhegan, I feel that I am more 
aware of what is going on there and could make more of a contribution as a 
member of the Souhegan Board.  My decision was also made easier by the 
fact that two excellent candidates, Amy Facey and Paul Prescott, have come 
forward to run for the positions available on the Amherst Board.  

During my term I have served as the Amherst School Board representa-
tive to the technology committee, expendable trust fund committee, Ways 
and Means committee and the Superintendent search committee.  I be-
lieve that the contribution of these committees has left our school district 
with an excellent leader, responsible budgets that focus on maintaining the 
quality of education and a technology plan that supports the ability to pro-
vide a 21st century education.  Despite the successes of these committees, I 
believe that my biggest contribution to the board has been my ability to ask 
even the most uncomfortable questions to begin necessary discussions to 
protect the interests of all students.

As has hopefully been shown by my actions over the past three years, 
the quality of the education of all of our children is extremely important to 
me.  During my time on the Amherst Board, I have developed a reputation 
as focusing on Math, since that has always been my favorite subject.  While 
not the only factor, my persistent questioning helped open the discussions 
that led to the formation of our Math program review committee.  This 
committee has developed a math curriculum that addresses the needs of 
all grade levels and all schools within our district.

Besides math, another example where questioning helped improve the 
curriculum for the students was a discussion I initiated about the Core and 
More class in the Middle School.  Working with the administration, we 
were able to add enrichment programs to Core and More.  

In summary, I am trying to demonstrate how my term on the Amherst 
Board has helped contribute to an excellent working environment under 
the leadership of our new Superintendent.    We have developed an atmo-
sphere where everyone is working together, contributing to open, honest 
discussions to make sure we are offering the best education to all of our 
students.  I am again asking for your support on March 13th to allow me to 
keep contributing to our schools as a member of the Souhegan Coopera-
tive School Board.

Peter Maresco
Amherst

Swimming Pools
Learn everything you wanted to know... and more!

www.SeasonalStores.com
Click on What’s New for weekly specials, or Directions/Hours

for this season’s store hours.  Swimming Pools, Patio
Furniture, Hot Tubs, Pool Tables, Bars and Stools.

120 Route 101A
Amherst, NH
(603) 880-8471

Commentary

Souhegan Cooperative High School Advisory 
Finance Committee Presents Articles to 
Voters

Since last October, the Souhegan Cooperative High School (SHS) 
Advisory Finance Committee has been working with the SHS School 
Board and the administration of SHS and SAU 39 to review, evaluate 
and recommend the 2012-13 proposed bond and warrant articles.  The 
Advisory Finance Committee would like to recognize and compliment 
the SHS School Board and administration for their disciplined and 
thoughtful approach towards this effort.  In particular, there was great 
care in developing a budget that minimized increases in expenses for 
next year while maintaining a high standard of excellence for educat-
ing our students.  On March 13th, the citizens of Amherst and Mont 
Vernon will vote on four articles that are outlined below.  

Article 2 - $2,930,701 bond issue for building and ground re-
pairs.   The main building of Souhegan High School is now 20 years old.  
The SHS School Board commissioned the Gale Associates to evaluate 
the SHS facilities (www.sprise.com).  The findings concluded that SHS 
needs $12.9M of repairs.  For the proposed bond, the School Board only 
focused on the most critical items targeted at avoiding additional or 
more costly work by accomplishing the repairs sooner than later.   The 
proceeds will be used to repair or replace roofing, HVAC, security sys-
tems and the original 20 year old paving that has become outdated or 
inefficient.   The old adage, “a stitch in time, saves nine” is appropriate 
here.  The timing for a bond issue is attractive given the historically low 
level of interest rates and is affordable as two existing bonds will be 
paid off in the next two years. .  The SHS Advisory Finance Committee 
voted 6-0 in favor of this article.

Article 3 – 2012-2013 Budget.  The proposed 2012-2013 budget 
is $18,550,794, a very small increase of $12,758 or 0.07% over last year.  
SHS educates 860 students with 163.7 people in staff.  Contractual or 
government mandated increases in retirement, healthcare benefits, sal-
ary and special education were offset by the decline in debt service on 
the building bonds.  The increases in salary were approved by voters 
last year and the contractual or mandated increases are required by 
law.  In addition, the facilities of SHS are widely used as a community 
center for a variety of purposes.  The budget objective was to minimize 
an increase in spending from 2011-2012 while maintaining high edu-
cational standards in a fiscally responsible manner. Each member of 
the Finance Committee met with members of the School Board and 
administration to review segments of the budget by line item.  The cre-
ation of the budget was completely transparent to the Committee and 
we had full access to any historic or current data.  The Finance com-
mittee came away from this analysis very confident that the taxpayers 
money is being well spent to meet the objectives of SHS.  The SHS Ad-
visory Finance Committee voted 6-0 in favor of this article.

Article 4 – School Maintenance Fund.  This article is to fund 
the Expandable Trust Fund known as the School Maintenance Fund 
up to $65,000 with excess funds from the current budget if available 
by July 1, 2012.  The use of the Expandable Trust Fund will be for un-
foreseen expenses to repair facilities.  This is a prudent way to finance a 
portion of ongoing building maintenance.  The SHS Advisory Finance 
Committee voted 6-0 in favor of this article.

Article 5 – Athletic Facility Private expendable trust.  The es-
tablishment of this Trust allows private gifts to be accepted to build, 
maintain and improve SHS athletic programs.  The Gale Associates re-
port found that portions of our athletic facilities need improvements 
or repair.  Items included the reconstruction of the stadium and track, 
reconstruction of the Simeon Wilson field, renovation of the front and 
back fields, and the build out of tennis and basketball courts.  The ath-
letic fields are used heavily by many groups from Amherst and Mont 
Vernon.  This Trust will facilitate the ability to raise private funds to 
help in the repair or upgrade of athletic facilities.  The SHS Advisory Fi-
nance Committee voted 3-0 in favor of this article with 3 abstentions.

Souhegan High School is one of the most valuable assets of the towns 
of Amherst and Mont Vernon. Souhegan High School has a tremen-
dous record of educating our students. In 2011, 2 students were Na-
tional Merit Scholarship finalists.  148 students took 273 Advanced 
Placement exams in 15 subjects.  85% of the students participated in 
co-curricular activities which include 39 different opportunities in aca-
demic, student government and performance arts as well as 27 differ-
ent sports.  Each year, the student body performs thousands of hours 
of community service.   91% of the 2011 graduates went on to continue 
their education.  A tremendous amount of planning and thought went 
into the development of the four articles that will be put forth to voters.  
We hope to see all of you at the polls on March 13th.

The Souhegan Cooperative High 
School (SHS) Advisory Finance 
Committee: Gail Agans – Chair, 
Daniel Foley, Lorri Hayes, Julie  
Livingston, Marilyn Peterman,  
Tom Silvia and Pete Stearns


