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More Letters to the Editor on pages 7 and 16!

Tuesday, March 6th for 11am – 1pm
RSVP to Betsy Tomaswick at (603) 836-2300

3 cols. x 14 inches:  1X rate (#12) = $668.90 (less 5% prepay) = Net = $635.45

Why Does It Cost More To Send My Child To 3rd 
Grade In Amherst Than To Send Her To UNH?
To the editor: 

Show Your Appreciation For Our Library, A Resource 
We Can Be Very Proud Of 
To the editor:

Amherst Firefighters Need Your Support
To the editor:

Amherst Fire Department encourages the citizens 
to exercise their right to vote on March 13th.  Warrant 
article #28 is to see if the town will vote to authorize 
the Selectmen to enter into a four year lease/purchase 
agreement for the purpose of replacing a worn out 25 
year old fire engine.   Amherst Fire Department needs 
your support in replacing this fire engine as it is rust-
ed beyond repair.   Each storage compartment of the 
truck has significant rust, one compartment had a steel 
plate welded in the bottom of it last year to pass state 
inspection and keep tools and equipment from falling 
out.   The frame members are rusted and the truck lacks 
the safety features of modern fire apparatus and pas-
senger vehicles.   

This warrant appeared on last year’s ballet and un-
fortunately a last minute article was published in the 
news insinuating the truck did not need to be replaced 
and only had one compartment with significant rust.   
This couldn’t be any further from the truth and cast just 
enough doubt in the voter’s eyes to result in a tie vote.   
Firefighters petitioned to have the votes recounted and 
the results confirmed the vote was a tie.   It was a histor-
ic vote and possible the only warrant in Amherst his-
tory to end in a tie.   However a tie vote fails to achieve a 
simple majority, thus the warrant failed and we had no 
choice but to stretch another year or more out of this 
fire engine.   If the warrant passes this year it will take 
time to put the lease and the truck out for bid, award 
the bids and order the truck after July 1st when funds 

will be available.   Fire trucks in the United States typi-
cally are custom built to customer specifications and 
take 6 to 9 months to build.   Even if the warrant passes 
this March we will not receive the new truck until this 
time next year pushing this fire engine to 26 years of 
service. 

It is our intent to lease/purchase a combination truck 
that will serve the town as a rescue truck and a fire en-
gine.   This dual purpose saves the taxpayers money by 
eliminating the need for a separate vehicle to carry res-
cue equipment.   It will also enhance rescue capabili-
ties by increasing storage space for critical rescue tools 
used during motor vehicle accidents such as the “jaws 
of life”.   Although we will enter into a four year lease/
purchase agreement with payments of $154,223 an-
nually we intend to utilize $150,000 in capital reserve 
funds approved by the voters in 2010 for the final pay-
ment.   This will essentially make this a three year lease 
and save an estimated $7,000 in interest.    

The members of Amherst Fire Department encour-
age you to get out and vote on March 13th and ask you 
to support article #28.

	 	 	 Respectfully	
	 	 	 Mark	R.	Boynton
	 	 	 Amherst	Fire	Chief

Engine #2 has served Amherst for 25 years.

Rust has compromised safety factors of Engine #2.

I’ve asked before about the rising cost of schooling 
here in Amherst and received a lot of negative feedback 
from people who thought it was a topic that shouldn’t 
be questioned.  But in light of the upcoming school 
board elections, I’d like to ask it again.  And I’m genu-
inely curious and think it is a question we should all ask 
ourselves.  

I looked at the financial statements at sprise.com and 
the enrollment figures for 2011.  We have a “default 
budget” of $23.215 million for Amherst schools and 
$17.770 million for Souhegan.  Unless I’m misreading 
something, this comes out to a cost of $20,906 to send a 
child to Souhegan High School for one year and $16,725 
to send a child through elementary school here in Am-
herst for a year.  (even more if we factor in the 1.8 mil-
lion budgeted for SAU admin.)

According to the tuition page at the University of 
New Hampshire, tuition for your child there this year 
is $15,250.    

There is so much talk among people across the nation 
about the high cost of college.  And yet here in Am-

herst, we spend MORE than the cost of our college to 
send our children to elementary school and high school.  
Given no change in budget and expenses, right now we 
allocate more than $83,624 to send one child through 
4 years of high school.  (Of course, room and board at 
your own expense.)  

I’m not saying this is right or wrong, but I think we 
need to stop and ask ourselves, at what point did our el-
ementary school and high school rise above the cost of 
college and why?  I love our schools here and support the 
hard work on the part of staff.  However, I think enough 
is enough on the rising costs of our town’s public educa-
tion.   Costs keep rising while enrollment drops.   Per-
sonally, I think it is time we think about just allocating 
a reasonable “per pupil” expenditure and budget each 
year according to enrollment.    There are many ways to 
maintain a top-notch quality education without spend-
ing $21,000 on each student.  

	 	 	 Dr.	Kathie	F.	Nunley	
	 	 	 Amherst

Change doesn’t wait until we are ready to accept 
its consequences.  The only effective way to deal with 
change is to be open to possibility as you hold on to val-
ues that endure.  The Trustees of the Amherst Town 
Library have been thoughtfully responding to the pres-
sures that changes in technology and lifestyle have 
presented, shifting services and programming as pru-
dent, while keeping a careful eye on the tax dollars it 
takes to be relevant.  For the past three years I’ve been 
proud to be a Trustee of the Library that has given me 
so much support and enrichment for the past 30 years.  

I’ve learned a great deal about how the Library partners 
with all of Amherst’s stakeholders, and would like to 
continue to give back to this community center that is 
essential to our community.  I would appreciate your 
support on March 13th, but regardless of how you vote, 
I hope that you will join me in showing your apprecia-
tion for our Library, a resource we can be very proud 
of.    

	 	 	 Nancy	Baker
	 	 	 Amherst

Losing Cemetery Fields and Playground
To the editor:

Starting in less than 2 years, you will drive by Cem-
etery Fields and not see children on the playground, 
playing on the three fields, or any physical remnants of 
recreation.

We are asking for your support to get out and vote, 
Yes on 22, to replace the Playground and Cemetery 
Fields

For well over a year, a new Cemetery Fields and Play-
ground Land Replacement committee has worked on 
identifying available and suitable property to replace 
this valuable town asset.  A  +-6.5 acre parcel of land is 
available from the state at a cost of $180,000 and is lo-
cated off of Merrimack Road on the left before the 101 
underpass from Rt. 122S. See website link for map and 
details, http://www.amherstrec.org. This land does not 
contain any wetlands, has gentle slopes, has excellent 
soils, is easily accessible, and is not far from Cemetery 
Fields.

The committee, comprised of members of the Rec-
reation Commission, the Conservation Commission, a 
selectman’s representative as well as several interested 
citizens, scoured town land records. They spoke with 
many homeowners/business owners, reviewed real es-
tate listings, walked a variety of land, and worked with 
several organizations to identify land for recreation. 
Several people in town made suggestions on land that 
might be available.  All leads were followed-up.

The Selectman have been in discussions with the new 
owner of the land commonly referred to as the Brews-
ter Fields to consider leasing field space. Development 
of these fields is severely restricted by current zoning 
regulations and there will be a cost to lease these fields.  
Any agreement to lease is temporary and the town 
could easily find itself in the same situation we face to-

day, with no playground and hundreds of children and 
adults without field space.

 

Here are the facts:
1. This is the only piece of land available, for purchase 

by the town, which is suitable for developing recre-
ation fields and playgrounds.

2. We need to purchase land now so that it can be 
developed in time to replace Cemetery Fields and 
playground. 

3. After hopefully purchasing, we will first look to state 
and federal grants, donations, and other means to 
fund development before going to the taxpayer.

4. Loss of Cemetery Fields without a suitable replace-
ment will mean the loss of the only non-school 
owned playground in town. It also means many 
sports teams will no longer have space to play.

5. If Warrant Article 22 is not passed, several develop-
ers in town indicated at the Deliberative session that 
it is likely it would be sold immediately. The select-
man have asked the state to hold off such a sale 
until the citizens can vote on the matter on March 
13 at Souhegan Cooperative High School from 6AM 
to 8PM.

Please vote Yes on 22, to replace the Playground and 
Cemetery Fields

 
	 	 Sincerely
	 	 ARC	Members:	Dan		Gravel,	Manny		

	 	 Almeida,	Travis	Warren,	Wendy		 	
	 	 Rannenberg,	Addie	Hutchison,	Karen		
	 	 Urbanik,	and	Mike	Heaney

 

NEXT ISSUE – MARCH 8TH:  Annual Election Issue featuring the Town of Amherst Voters’ Guide, 
Ballots, Letters to the Editor from candidates and supporters, and more... 

DEADLINE IS MARCH 1ST!!


