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Town NewsEvents Calendar
March 7th  SOCRATES CAFE – 

Join us as we bring philosophy to the everyday individual through a gathering for 
those who like to talk about issues, ethics and ideas. We get together and discuss 
what is on our minds, from something on the news that day to the age old ques-
tions of “What is ...? Do you like to have a good, safe discussion without fear of be-
ing attacked for having an opinion that is different? Share in learning how to think, 
not what to think. We meet the first Wednesday of every month at the Toadstool 
Bookstore in Milford at 7 p.m.

Amherst Area Newcomers Club
Amherst Area Newcomers Club holds monthly meetings and events for a wide 

array of  interests. The Club is always open to new members regardless of how long 
you have  lived in the area.  For information and a calendar of events visit: NHNew-
comers.com

Amherst MOMS Club
The Amherst MOMS Club holds a monthly business meeting open to residents 

every third Tuesday  at The First Baptist Church, 25 1/2 Middle Street in the Town 
of Amherst.  The International MOMS Club is a non-profit organization supporting 
moms who are home with their children.  Members can be stay-at-home, work-at-
home, or work part-time outside the home, but most activities take place during 
the weekday to support these moms without taking away from family time in the 
evenings and weekends. The exception to this rule is MOMS Night Out, a once-a-
month chance for moms to get out and have some me-time with friends. Other ac-
tivities include play dates, outings, get-togethers, and community service projects. 
For more information please e mail amherstmomsclubnh@gmail.com

Nashaway Chapter of the NH Audubon Society
Upcoming Events

Join the Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon as they explore the other Cape of 
Massachusetts. On Saturday, March 10, the group will travel to Cape Ann and 
Gloucester looking for Wintering and Migrating Sea Birds. Bring binoculars and a 
scope if you have one. Pack a lunch and dress WARMLY. Free and open to the pub-
lic. The trip starts at 8am in Nashua at the Exit 7 Park & Ride, on the hill behind 
Granite Inn. To register or for directions to meet the group at the destination, con-
tact Richard Bielawski 429-2537 or rbielawski@mac.com  

On Wednesday, March 21, the Nashaway Chapter of NH Audubon will host the 
“Loon Man” as he speaks about his Adventures with Grapenut!  Learn about these 
magnificent water birds, featuring a very special and most endearing young loon 
named, GRAPENUT! Come join us for this spectacular and very entertaining multi-
media narrated show. To view the video book trailer for Adventures with Grapenut, 
go to http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5fY47TB2r3c

This FREE program will take place at 7pm in the downstairs theater room of the 
Nashua Public Library. Registration is not necessary, but for more information con-
tact Richard Maloon at 424-5621 or richard.maloon@att.net  

Continued on page 6  u

Historic Amherst:

Amherst’s Antique Portraits of Judge Parker & His Wife
Restoration for Amherst Town 
Library by Nipmugs Questers

BY KATRINA HOLMAN

AMHERST – Nearly three years ago, Nip-
mugs, an Amherst, N.H. chapter of Questers 
with about two dozen members, embarked on 
a project to restore and conserve three histor-
ic portraits owned by Amherst Town Library: 
a pair of crayon enlargements of Judge Park-
er & Wife and a large photograph of library 
benefactor James W. Towne. That project is 
completed! After decades of languishing in 
storage, all three are now on long-term dis-
play in the original part of our historic library 
for all to enjoy.

The Parker portraits measure 20” x 16” and 
are photographic enlargements enhanced 
with charcoal, pastel (chalk) and water color. 
The “enhancements” are particularly notice-
able in the luminous white of his curly locks 
and her headdress folds and lace collar. Dur-
ing its long storage, the glass of Judge Park-

er’s frame had broken and therefore been re-
moved, resulting in a subsequent tear several 
inches long across the bottom of his vest la-
pels into the coat lapels. Today, I can assure 
you, the mended tear is not visible to the na-
ked eye – or, maybe, barely detectable if your 
eyeball were mere inches away and you knew 
exactly where to look – such is the magic of 
expert conservation. More importantly, the 
portraits are now preserved for many more 
years to come.
Hon. Edmund Parker & Wife

Edmund Parker (1783-1856), of the legal 
profession, resided in Amherst for three de-
cades. He was a significant personage not 
only for our town but also for Hillsborough 
county. Historian Secomb (1883) paid him 
homage with these words: “He was a well-read 
lawyer, faithful in all the business entrusted 
to his care, a peace-maker, an excellent citi-
zen, and a worthy man.” His obituary by the 
Farmers’ Cabinet of Amherst (11 Sep. 1856) 
sincerely praised him: “But few men in our 
community have filled a more enlarged space 
in the respect and confidence of the public in 
all the stations which he has occupied. As a 
citizen, neighbor, magistrate, and a Christian, 
he was looked up to as a model for imitation. 
He ... endeavored ... to “deal justly, love mercy, 
and walk humbly.” In all the relations of life 
he was characterized for his urbanity, kind-
ness, and integrity.”

Hailing from Jaffrey and an 1803 Dart-
mouth graduate, Edmund came to Amherst 
to “read law” with a local attorney; then after 
being admitted to the bar, took over his men-
tor’s practice with an office on the second floor 
of the brick bank building in 1807. He quickly 
joined local societies, taking leadership roles: 
He was a founding member and VP in 1807 
of the Franklin Society which debated mor-
al and philosophical issues for the improve-
ment of the young professional men; a mem-
ber of the Amherst Library Society (secretary 
in 1808/9); an officer (director or treasurer for 
a decade or more) of the Handellian Musi-
cal Society; and active in the Congregational 
Church. He represented Amherst in the N.H. 

Legislature for 11 years (1813, 1815, 1817-’26), 
as speaker in 1824, resigning due to his first 
wife’s illness. In that period he also served a 
year as selectman (1815) and six years as town 
moderator (1818-’22 and ‘35). He was an offi-
cer of the Hillsborough (County) Agricultural 
Society (secretary and committee chairman 
1821-’22); a founding director of the Farmers’ 
Bank in 1825; and trustee of Dartmouth Col-
lege (1828-’56). He was Hillsborough county 
solicitor 1825 until 1829, then judge of probate 
until 1835. In 1826/7, the Hon. E. Parker had 
a legal apprentice, so-to-speak, who in 1853 
would become 14th president of the United 
States, namely Franklin Pierce (1804-1869). 
The Parkers moved to Nashua in Jan. 1836, he 
becoming agent of the Jackson Company of 
mills until 1849. There he was again elected to 
the Legislature, serving 1849-’54. At the time 
of his death, he was president of the Nashua 
& Lowell Railroad Corp. and of Nashua Sav-

AJWC Funds Available for Area Non-Profits
The Amherst Junior Women’s Club invites non-profit organizations 

in need of charitable contributions to apply for a donation. Through-
out the year, the AJWC raises money and then disburses those funds 
within the community. 
Request must follow these guidelines:

• Requesting organization must be a 501(c)(3) non-profit. 
• Organization does not need to have an Amherst address but must 

service the local community.
• Request must be submitted by March 31, 2012, in writing or by e-

mail.

Request must contain the following information:
• Name of organization, mailing address, e-mail address, website (if 

available), telephone number, contact name.
• Copy of 501 (c)(3) letter.
• Dollar amount requested.
• How would donated funds be used?
• How does requesting organization currently benefit Amherst and 

greater community?
• How does organization’s objective correspond to the mission of the 

AJWC? AJWC mission is explained below.
• When was organization established? Provide short history of organi-

zation.
• How does organization fund itself, ie. federal/state/local grants?
• What is organization’s annual budget? Include any expected short-

falls.
The AJWC is an organization of women who volunteer their time, 

energy and talent to enhance the community. The club’s mission is to 
focus efforts on civic needs, educational advancement and the less for-
tunate.

Once approved, funds will be distributed no later than June 15, 2012. 
Only chosen recipients will be notified of disbursements.

Questions may be e-mailed to Lisa Caulton at CIP@amherstjuniors.
org. Please reference “CIP Request” in subject line. For more informa-
tion, please visit our website at: www.amherstjuniors.org. Our mailing 
address is: AJWC, CIP Request, P.O. Box 513, Amherst, NH 03031.

PHOTO COURTESY OF HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMHERST

The Amherst Town Library building (1892) 
was a mere three years old when 70-year-old 
Miss Lucy Boylston donated the life-size por-
traits of Judge Parker & Wife for the reading 
room. In 1897, Arthur G. Towne donated the 
portrait of his father James W. Towne, whose 
subsequent generosity at age 81 in 1910-’11 
funded the first enlargement of the library 
and its facelift – literally, walls and roof were 
raised to create the facade it retains to this 
day.

Senior conservator Suzanne Martin Gramly of 
Northeast Document Conservation Center ex-
plains how she treated the crayon-enhanced 
photographic portraits of Amherst’s Judge 
Parker & Wife.

Chief Mark  Boynton and State Fire Marshal’s Office Urge Outdoor   
Enthusiasts To Use Caution On The Ice

“Before going onto a frozen lake, pond, or riv-
er it is important to take safety precautions to 
reduce the risk of falling through the ice,” says 
J. William Degnan, New Hampshire State Fire 
Marshal.   As temperatures fluctuate it is very 
important for residents to use caution.  Walk-
ing, skating, ice fishing or other activities on the 
frozen bodies of water is a great way to get out 
and enjoy the fresh air during winter.   For those 
participating in recreational activities on the 
ice, Amherst Fire Chief Mark R. Boynton, urg-
es common sense and asks that you follow these 
recommended safety tips.

SAFETY TIPS The following rules should be 
followed to ensure ice safety:
• Never assume ice is safe.
• Never go on untested lakes or ponds and 

NEVER go on the ice alone.
• Beware of ice covered with snow.  Snow can 

insulate ice and keep it from freezing.  Snow 
hides cracks as well as weak and open ice.

• Ice seldom freezes or thaws at a uniform rate.  
It can be a foot thick in one spot and an inch 
thick in another.

•  Ice formed over flowing water (including 
springs under the surface) is generally weaker 
than ice over still water.

• Snowmobile riders should keep ice safety in 
mind!  Check local conditions before heading 
out on snowmobile trails and ice.

• Know the body of water, nearby street, and 
where the nearest location is to go for help.

• Always keep your pets on a leash.  If a pet 
falls through the ice, do not attempt a rescue-
go for help.

WHAT TO DO WHEN SOMEONE HAS FALL-
EN THROUGH THE ICE:

• Call 911
• If you’re not alone, always have someone wait 

for the emergency responder to bring them to 
the exact location of the victim.

• Try to throw something to the victim to reach 
and retrieve them (a rope, tree branch, even 
jumper cables from the car, etc.) but never 
attempt to go onto the ice yourself in order to 
rescue someone.  The ice could NOT support 
their weight, it will NOT support your weight.

• Try to remain calm and reassuring to the vic-
tim.  

• If you fall in, try not to panic.  Turn toward the 
direction you came from.  Place your hands 
and arms on the unbroken surface, working 
forward by kicking your feet.  Once the ice is 
solid enough to hold you, and you can pull 
yourself out, remain lying on the ice (do not 
stand; lying down spreads your weight across 
a wider area, lessening the weight on any one 
spot) and roll away from the hole.  Crawl the 
way you came, keeping your weight distrib-
uted, until you return to solid ice or ground.

• As the season progresses, ice rapidly changes 
with varying weather conditions. Plan accord-
ingly and use caution! 

PamPer Your Pet...
...with a soothing oatmeal bath to relieve the 
winter itch! Make your appointment today!

Boarding & Grooming for dogs & Cats 7 days a week
doggie daycare Monday-Friday

mck@mcoskerkennels.com / www.mcoskerkennels.com

Mcosker Kennels
Ponemah Road • Route 122
Amherst, NH • 672-0032

Tree & Stump Removal
Call: 630-0622 or 487-1009

Fully Insured • Free estImates
snowplowing • driveway sanding • storm damage Cleanup 

stump Grinding • tree & Brush Chipping • Bucket truck Work
www.northeasttreeremoval.com

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls

RANDY GAGNON EARTHWORKS LLC
	 LANDSCAPING	 EXCAVATION

	603-921-1705 www.rgearthworks.com

Jeffrey T. Manson
Carpenter and Builder

603-673-2069
Amherst, NH • Since 1972

Master Electricians License #6729

Master Plumbers License #624

Pump Installers License #193

Gas Fitters License #273

“When Quality and Satisfaction Matter”
All Jobs - Large or Small Serving No. New England

•  B u i l d i n g   •  R e s t o R a t i o n   •  R e m o d e l i n g  •  R e p a i R s  •

•   eme R gen C Y   gene R ato R s    installed   –   C all    F o R    details  •

PAYROLL SPECIALIST
No Payroll Too Large or Too small

 SERvINg LOCALLY fOR fIfTEEN YEARS
• Preparation of Payroll Checks 
• and all Employer federal    

and State forms and Tax Payments.
Call for information:  603-672-1155 

Call 529-3609 • www.thetownplier.Com

Just Call Me 
“Friday!”

(or Monday, or Tuesday, or 
Wednesday, even Thursday!) 

Home Repairs / Maintenance / Odd Jobs 
Painting / Carpentry • Doors / Windows 

Fully Insured • Free Estimates / Since 1996

Low maintenance, Energy Star® certified detached  
condos from NH’s premier builder, Stabile Homes 

www.stabilehomes.com 

Milford, NH 
603-672-0224 

Prices starting at $296,400 

Amherst, NH 
603-673-3359 

Prices starting at $358,281 

Low Maintenance Living. 
Single Family Privacy. 

50% off  
sunroom, our 
most popular 

option!* 

*On most floor plans for a limited time only 


