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ings Bank and quite wealthy. To ac-
complish all that, he must have had 
a very supportive wife!

Historian Secomb relates this re-
vealing anecdote: A good-natured 
African-American named Caesar 
Parker, who had been a slave be-
fore the Revolutionary War, lived 
in Mont Vernon and attended the 
public gatherings of Amherst. “One 
winter he lost his cow that had con-
tributed largely to the support of 
his numerous family. On making 
his loss known to Judge Parker, he 
received a handsome contribution 
toward purchasing another animal. 
The judge also furnished him with 
a paper commending the bearer to 
the consideration of charitably dis-
posed people, which Caesar circu-
lated, and soon received enough 
to enable him to purchase another 
cow.” 

The female portrait is not iden-
tified beyond “his wife” but surely 
this is his second, nee Sarah Le-
land (1789-1867). The eldest of eight 
kids of Hon. Joseph Leland of Saco, 
Maine, Sarah was widowed, child-
less, at age 27, but already had a 
connection to Amherst. Her next-
younger sister, Elizabeth at age 24 
had married Rev. Nathan Lord the 
year before and started married life 
in Amherst, where he was the new-
ly settled third minister of the Con-
gregational Church, residing in the 
Eli Brown Mansion on the turnpike 
at 40 Boston Post Rd. The following 
year her sister Mary at age 25 mar-
ried Benjamin F. French, Esq., of 
Dunstable/ Nashua, a lawyer whose 
father Frederick resided at 13 Car-
riage Rd since 1810. In August 1827, 
after mourning his late first wife 
for the proper year, Edmund Parker 
married the now 37-year-old wid-
ow Sarah, who thus became step-
mom to his three children (aged 13, 
11, and 6) and joined the family in 

their home at 12 Main Street. Half 
a century after they moved away, 
the library would be built on a por-
tion of their former lot, right where 
Judge Parker had his garden and 
fruit trees. Jane, younger then Sar-
ah by 20 years and the youngest of 
the seven Leland sisters, married at 
age 31, in 1840, 54-year-old widow-
er Robert Read, a leading merchant 
of Manchester with four kids, who 
had been one of Parker’s circle dur-
ing their time in Amherst and also 
brother-n-law of their sister Mary 
through his first wife. After Sarah 
was widowed her sister Jane’s fam-
ily, also well-off, moved to Nashua.
Expert Conservation

Originally, a fabric backing had 
been glued to each paper piece (a big 
no-no these days) which then was 
mounted stretched on a wooden 
strainer similar to the way oil paint-
ings on canvas are (not ideal long-
term support for paper). So after re-
moving the old acidic mats and pine 
backing and freeing the portraits 
from their strainers, senior conser-
vator Suzanne Martin Gramly of the 
Northeast Document Conservation 
Center at Andover manually picked 
off the stained, brittle fabric linings 
in bits. Typically, the next step for 
crayon enlargements would be a 
gentle cleansing bath but due to the 
solubility and friable nature of the 
chalk, this step had to be skipped. 
Fortunately there was just “moder-
ate surface grime,” as the conser-
vator said (or a fairly even patina of 
age, as my non-expert eyes see it), 
and only a few small mild stains. 
Next she carefully repaired tears 
and breaks in the Judge’s image by 
adhering narrow strips of Japanese 
mulberry tissue paper – thin but 
strong – on the back with a paste 
made of refined wheat starch. The 
warped paper portraits were flat-

tened by humidifying them ever so 
slightly with an even mist sprayed 
on back for less than an hour, then 
pressing for more than a week be-
tween blotters made of high-tech 
fabric similar to gortex outdoor wil-
derness material. To better support 
the embrittled old paper, each por-
trait was mounted with hinges on 
an archival corrugated paper board 
cut to the size of the frame. Final-
ly, our expert retouched some little 
areas of image loss and the media 
along breaks using pastels. All in 
all, this process took about two full 
days of work, spread over a couple 
of weeks for Ms. Gramly, who has 
worked at NEDCC for 12 years and 
has a masters degree in art conser-
vation, which required studying 
chemistry as well as studio art and 
art history.
Costs and Funding

Three years ago, library employ-
ees who had been sorting through 
its archives and collection, brought 
these forgotten portraits to the at-
tention of the trustees, two of whom, 
Kathy Brundage and Robin Julian, 
are also former and current presi-
dents of Nipmugs. The Questers 
group eagerly accepted the oppor-
tunity to restore and preserve these 
artifacts significant to our town’s 
history. Nipmugs member Min-
dy Burns managed the whole long 
project to fruition.

This project was funded largely 
by sales of Nipmugs’ annual His-
toric Amherst suncatchers, as well 
as $500 from the Historical Soci-
ety of Amherst, N.H.; $500 from 
the Friends of Amherst Town Li-
brary; and private contributions 
from some library trustees. Costs 
of preserving these portraits for the 
future amounted to: for Parker pair, 
$1545 for NEDCC treatment plus 
$403 for reframing in original, re-

paired frames with new archival 
museum-quality mats and glass; for 
Towne, $390 for NEDCC treatment 
plus $320 for proper framing. 
Donor and Dating

“From Miss Lucy Boylston, the 
reading room has received the fine 
portraits of Judge Edmund Parker 
and his wife – valuable as a con-
necting link between the best of a 
generation that have gone and the 
present.” Thus reported the Trust-
ees of Amherst Town Library in 
their Sixteenth Annual Report on p. 
29 of the annual report of the Of-
ficers of the Town of Amherst for 
year ending Feb. 15, 1896. In the 
minutes of their Jan. 1896 meet-
ing, the trustees only recorded their 
vote to thank the donor. Lucy (1825-
1900), who resided at 1 Carriage Rd 
all her life, was the youngest child, 
and by then the only one still liv-
ing, of newspaper publisher-edi-
tor and printer, Richard Boylston 
(1782-1857). I suspect it was he who 
penned the heart-felt obit of Parker, 
his contemporary and fellow officer 
of the Hillsborough County Foreign 
Mission Society in the 1830s.

History mystery: When one 
pokes at any historical story, there 
generally seems to be a piece of the 
puzzle that is missing and seem-
ingly unknowable. In this case, it is 
the age of these portraits, who com-
missioned them, and how the donor 
came to own them. There is no date 
or other mark on them. It’s quite 
likely that these one-off enlarge-
ments were made from pre-exist-
ing regular small photographs that 
surely were taken during the sitters’ 
lifetimes, so before 1856; and prob-
ably (given his white hair) after 1835 
when he left Amherst at age 52. The 
guess is that the enlargements are 
on the early side for this genre, that 
is, mid-19th century. 

u Restoration for Amherst Town Library by Nipmugs Questers   continued from page 4

Jean Hamilton Stevens
Remembered by Family in Amherst 

Obituary

NASHUA – Jean Hamilton Ste-
vens, 93, died peacefully at The Hunt 
Community in Nashua on February 
17th. She was born on September 
10, 1918 in Arlington, Massachu-
setts to Leicester Forsyth and Alma 
Nichols Hamilton.

Mrs. Stevens attended Arlington 
Schools, graduated from Cushing 
Academy in Ashburnham, Mas-
sachusetts and attended Skidmore 
College and Chamberlain School of 
Merchandising in Boston. In 1939 
she married John Bartlett Stevens, 
moving to Nashua in 1940.

Mrs. Stevens was a member of the 
Unitarian-Universalist Church and 
its Women’s Alliance. She served 
as a Trustee of Memorial Hospi-
tal (now Southern New Hampshire 
Medical Center) and was a member 
of its Auxiliary for over fifty years. 
She helped found the first gift shop 
at the hospital. She served on the 
Board of The Norwell Home and 
was its treasurer for many years. 
She was a member of the Nashua 
Country Club.

Mrs. Stevens was predeceased by 
her husband and a daughter Caro-
lyn Stevens Tew.

She is survived by her daughters 
and sons-in-law Suzanne and Peter 
Hamblett of Portsmouth, Holly and 
Larry Hornor of Amherst, her son 
John Stevens Jr. of Alna, Maine, her 

daughter-in-law Jennifer Stevens 
of Pacific Grove, California, ten 
grandchildren, Andy Hamblett of 
East Boothbay, Maine, Jenifer Ham-
blett Parker of Rye, Leslie Hamblett 
Gamache of South Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts, John Hamblett of 
Eliot, Maine, Nye Hornor of Am-
herst, Bart Hornor of Concord, Hol-
ly Hornor Cleary of Eliot, Maine, 
Hilary Hornor Boynton of Concord, 
Massachusetts, Megan Stevens of 
Tempe, Arizona and Chelsea Ste-
vens of Durango, Colorado, as well 
as three step-grandchildren. Mark 
Hornor of Cupertino, California, 
Richard Hornor of Framingham, 
Massachusetts and Elizabeth Hor-
nor Boquet of LeMont, Switzerland. 
She is also survived by twenty-four 
great-grandchildren and her sister 
Helen Hamilton Paulsen of Exeter.

A Memorial Service will be held 
in the spring at the convenience of 
the family.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Home Health and Hospice, 
7 Executive Drive, Merrimack, New 
Hampshire 03054.

The DAVIS FUNERAL HOME 
in Nashua is in charge of arrange-
ments. An online guestbook is 
available at www.davisfiiheralhome
nh,CQm,  883-3401 “ONE MEMO-
RY LIGHTS ANOTHER”

People in the News

Amherst Resident Running For 
Cancer Research 

BOSTON – On April 16, Adam 
Hawkes from Amherst, will be run-
ning in the 116th Boston Marathon® 
to help conquer cancer as a member 
of the Dana-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge team.  Hawkes, along with 
Dana-Farber Marathon Challenge 
teammates from across the United 
States and around the world will 
run Massachusetts’ historic mara-
thon route from Hopkinton to Bos-
ton with a goal to raise $4.8 million 
for cancer research at Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute.

Dana-Farber Marathon Chal-
lenge team members must meet 
one of the basic fundraising com-
mitments: -Invitational runners, 
runners who receive an entry from 
Dana-Farber have a basic fundrais-
ing commitment of $4,000. -Own 
entry runners, runners who have 
joined the DFMC after obtaining 
their own race entry have a basic 
fundraising commitment of $3,500.

One-hundred-percent of the 
funds raised benefit the Claudia 
Adams Barr Program in Innovative 

Basic Cancer Research at Dana-Far-
ber, which funds basic research in its 
earliest stages, providing scientists 
with critical resources to test their 
innovative ideas. Findings from this 
research can provide novel clinical 
insights as well as the foundation to 
seek additional federal funding sup-
port.

In 1990, Dana-Farber was among 
the first charity organizations to be 
recognized by the B.A.A. The Dana-
Farber Marathon Challenge team 
offers its members extensive fund-
raising support, training guidance 
from Jack Fultz, the 1976 Boston 
Marathon® men’s champion, plus 
team training runs, and volunteer 
opportunities for non-runners.

To contribute to the Dana-Farber 
Marathon Challenge or to support 
a runner, go online to www.RunD-
FMC.org  or contact the Dana-Far-
ber Marathon Challenge office at 
(617) 632-1970 or dfmc@dfci.har-
vard.edu. Follow DFMC on Face-
book: www.facebook/marathon-
challenge.

AMHERST RECREATION

Program Guide Winter & Spring 2012
Call 673-6248 for more info.  Vis-

it www.amherstrec.org for info or 
to register.  Most programs require 
pre-registration. 

Adult & Senior Programs

WordPress Bootcamp
Are you a “non-techie” looking 

to create a polished, professional-
looking Website or blog for your 
small business, your non-profit or-
ganization, or your personal use?  
This course will teach you how to 
do this, quickly and easily – without 
any programming required – using 
WordPress, the most popular, pow-
erful and free Web development 
tool in use today. 

This is very much a hands-on 
course. Beginning with the first 
class you will start building your 
skills as you build a working, multi-
page Website that will help bring 
new customers to your business, get 
out the message for your non-profit 
organization, broadcast your news 
and views on a blog page, showcase 
the snapshots from your point-and-
shoot camera…wherever your imag-
ination takes you!

By the end of the course, besides 
having a great-looking Website, you 
will know how to:
Create a new site and add/maintain 
pages and blog posts on the site;
Modify the appearance of the site 
(e.g., color scheme, page layout, 
fonts)
Insert photos and documents into 
pages and blog posts;
Add a variety of useful functions 
and features to the site;
Migrate your site to a privately 
hosted WordPress environment if 
desired; and,
Access resources with information 
about more advanced features of 
WordPress

Instructor: Jonathan May
When: Wednesdays, 3/7-4/4
Time: 6:30-8:30pm
Where: Amherst Middle School 
Computer Lab
Fee: $125 Resident,   
$135 Nonresident

Winter Walkers at Amherst 
Middle School

The Amherst Middle School has 
again invited the community to 
come in out of the cold and enjoy 
the warmth of the hallways as we 
gain much needed exercise over 
these long winter month. We hope 
that many of you will choose the 
school hallways over the snow cov-
ered paths and side walks of our 
community. Wear your comfortable 
walking shoes, comfortable clothes 
and join us as we walk the halls of 
the Amherst Middle School.
When: Monday – Friday through 
3/30 (excluding vacation week 
2/27-3/2)
Time: 2:30-4:00pm
Where: Amherst Middle School
Fee: Free

Please register with the Recre-
ation Department so that we can 
let the school know that you will be 
joining them.
Game Daze

The game play is continuing so 
won’t you join a fun group of seniors 

in a game of Dominoes or perhaps 
the card game “Hand & Foot”. Am-
herst Recreation offers a fun after-
noon of table or card games for Se-
niors. Bring a few friends and enjoy 
the afternoon challenging yourself 
and others.
When: Thursdays
Where: Amherst Central Fire Station
Time: 1:00-3:30pm
Fee: Free

Line Dancing
Line dancing is a popular activ-

ity among folks of all ages and uses 
many types of music including 
country, oldies and current releases! 
It can be slow or fast and it is said 
to increase the quality of life by of-
fering camaraderie, exercise and no 
need for a dance partner!

Shoes: recommend leather soled 
shoes or cheap sneakers without 
treads, sandals are a no!
When: Tuesdays 3/13-4/17
Time: 7:00-8:00pm
Where: Souhegan High School
Fee: $35 Resident,   
$40 Nonresident

PMEC Programs

Guided Snowshoe Hike
Traditional snowshoeing is one 

of the oldest winter sports and has 
evolved into an increasingly popu-
lar recreational activity in the past 
few decades. Let our experienced 
winter enthusiast lead you on an ad-
venture on snowshoes exploring the 
wooded area’s around the PMEC.
When: 2/18 Winter Birding - 
1:00pm-3:00pm
3/10 Animal Tracking - 3:00pm-
5:00pm
Where: PMEC
Fee: $8 Resident, $10 Nonresident, 
$20 Resident family (3+ people), 
$25 Nonresident family (3+ people)

Winter Trail Walkers
Join our skilled guide on Monday 

morning at 9:00am in the PMEC for 
hot chocolate or coffee as we intro-
duce the Winter walking “topic of 
the day”. Dress for the outdoors and 
for light to moderate outdoor exer-
cise. Our Winter Walking program 
is best suited for individuals 18 and 
older.
When: Mondays 2/6, 2/13, 2/20, 
2/27, 3/5, 3/12, 3/19
Where: PMEC
Time: 9:00am-10:00am
Fee: Free

Winter Survival - Build a  
Temporary Survival Shelter

Unexpected things can happen - 
lost hiker, skier caught out at night 
during the winter. Perhaps someone 
has been injured and you are faced 
with going for help. Come explore 
winter survival options and learn 
to build a temporary shelter. Make 
this a family adventure!
When: Saturday 2/18
Where: PMEC
Who: Ages 10-12 with adult & ages 
14+
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm
Fee: $8 Resident, $10 Nonresident

Leave No Child Inside - School 
Vacation Day Programs

Are you wondering what your 
children will do on their school va-
cation days?  Send them to PMEC 
where they’ll spend the day learn-
ing about and enjoying nature!  En-
joy indoor & outdoor activities such 
as Hiking, Fishing, Animal Track-
ing, Nature Crafts, Songs, Stories, 
and Games!  Bring a snack, drinks, 
and lunch (if staying all day).  Dress 
your child in appropriate cloth-
ing including layers for outdoor ac-
tivities.  Please pack an extra set of 
clothing. 
When: Winter Recess - 2/27-3/2, 
Spring Recess - 4/23-4/27
Where: PMEC
Time: 7:30AM-5:30PM
Fee: $50 Full Day Resident, $60 
Full Day Nonresident, $200 Full 
Week Resident, $210 Full Week 
Nonresident (Full Days Only)

Snowshoe Rentals
Snowshoes are available in a vari-

ety of sizes for <30 lbs. to >220 lbs. 
If you can walk, you can snowshoe! 
Rent in person during PMEC hours 
of operation. 
When: Saturdays & Sundays…after 
the first snow!
Time: 12:00-4:00pm
Fee: $6 Resident, $8 Nonresident; 
$15 Resident Family,   
$20 Nonresident Family

Homeschool Programs at 
PMEC

Amherst Recreation offers envi-
ronmental and science programs 
to homeschoolers throughout the 
school year.  Join us for outdoor 
based or lab based programs such 
as Cast Away Fishing; Buggy World; 
All Charged Up; Fun with Gasses; 
and more!  Visit our website for de-
tails.
When: The third Wednesday of each 
month
Where: PMEC
Who: Grades 3-8
Time: 1-3pm
Fee: $10 per session

Tot Programs

Growing Up Wild Toddler  
Program

Come explore our diverse natu-
ral environment in this program 
designed to engage young minds. 
Your connection with nature may 
be as simple as sitting under a tree, 
or planting a bean seed. Stories, 
healthy snacks, music and move-
ment will be a part of your child’s’ 
experience. Bring a water bottle.  
Dress your child in appropriate 
footwear and clothes for the weath-
er and light hiking.
Who: ages 3 & 4 with parent or 
guardian
Where: PMEC
When: Thursdays, 
Session 1: 3/22, 3/29, 4/5, 4/12
Session 2: 5/3, 5/10, 5/17, 5/24
Time: 10:30am - 11:30am
Fee: $30 Resident;   
$35 Nonresident

Culinary Arts for Kids

Let’s Get Cooking
Looking for an enrichment pro-

gram which gives your student a 

meaningful activity that has them 
on their feet, is creative, very prac-
tical?  If so, join us each Tuesday 
afternoon for Let’s Get Cooking! 
Your middle school student will 
have the opportunity to explore fun 
and healthy cooking options in each 
unique 4 week program. Your young 
chef will learn about flavorful cook-
ing through the use of new recipes, 
specific tools and techniques each 
week.  We look forward to cook-
ing with your budding chef in the 
kitchen! 
Who: Boys & Girls Grades 5-8
When:Session 6-Tues. 3/6, 3/20, 
3/27, 4/3
Session 7-Tues. 4/10, 4/17, 5/1, 
5/8
Session 8-Tues. 5/15, 5/22, 5/29, 
6/5
Where: Amherst Middle School Life 
Skills Room         
Time: 2:30-4:30pm
Fee: $175 Resident,   
$185 Nonresident

Kitchen Magic
The Kitchen Magic cooking pro-

gram teaches your budding chef 
that the kitchen is where all the 
magic happens.  We will introduce 
the culinary arts to your young 
chef along with the components of 
a healthy meal – fruits and vegeta-
bles, dairy, grains, protein and oils. 
Your elementary school age student 
will learn how to read a recipe, iden-
tify cooking tools and ingredients.  
Cooking terms and the all-impor-
tant safety rules are an important 
part of this class. All of these topics 
will help your student understand 
what it takes to create a healthy and 
yummy breakfast, lunch, snack and 
dinner.
Who: Boys & Girls Grades K-4
When:Session 5 -Thur. 3/8, 3/22, 
3/29, 4/5
Session 6 -Thur. 4/12, 4/19, 5/3, 
5/10
Session 7 -Thur. 5/17, 5/24, 5/31, 
6/7
Where: Amherst Middle School Life 
Skills Room         
Time: 3:30-5:00pm
Fee: $100 Resident,   
$110 Nonresident

Kids in the Kitchen
Come join our Kids in the Kitchen 

program and have your student be-
come the cook for the day!  The def-
inition of the food groups are pre-
sented to your elementary school 
age chef along with cooking terms 
and the all-important safety rules 
required in all cooking environ-
ments.  Your student will learn how 
to read a recipe, identify cooking 
tools and ingredients.   Your bud-
ding culinarian will have the ability 
to make delectable and nutritious 
foods for themselves. 
Who: Boys & Girls Grades 1-4
When: Session 5-Sat. 3/24, 3/31, 
4/7, 4/14
Session 6-Sat. 5/5, 5/12, 5/19, 
5/26
Session 7-Sat. 6/2, 6/9, 6/16, 6/23
Where: Amherst Middle School Life 
Skills Room         
Time: 9:30-11:00am
Fee: $100 Resident,   
$110 Nonresident

Parkhurst Place
11 Veterans Rd.
Amherst, NH 03031
(603) 249-1600
parkhurst-place@comcast.net
Contact:  Lorraine Jost 249-1600 (W)

           

Programs for Seniors at Parkhurst Place
NEW PARKHURST   
WELLNESS CLASS BEGINS 
ON “LEAP DAY”! 

“Tai Chi for Arthritis”  (En-
dorsed by the Arthritis Founda-
tion)

Developed by Dr. Paul Lam, “Tai 
Chi for Arthritis” is a gentle sun-
style Tai Chi, designed to improve 
muscle tone and improve joint func-
tion.  With its gentle, fluid move-
ments, tai chi is a natural remedy 
for arthritis relief.  

“Leap” into managing your ar-
thritis on:
Wednesday, February 29th, 2012
10:30 – 11:30 am
Susan Flanagan, Instructor  
Cost:  $5 per class

AARP Tax-Aide (FREE Federal 
Tax Return Preparation & e-fil-
ing)
Thursday, March 1st, 2012
9:00 am – 3:00 pm

Appointments not necessary, but 
advised:  249-1600  (Parkhurst Of-
fice is not staffed full-time – Please 
leave a message with your name, 
phone #, and preferred date and 
time.  Lorraine will return your call 
with an appointment confirmation)
Strength Training Classes  (on-
going)

(Join class at any time:  fee will be 
pro-rated)
Two classes per week:
Tuesdays & Fridays, 10:30 – 11:15 
am OR
Tuesdays & Fridays, 11:30 am 
– 12:15 pm
Instructors:  Joanne Leedy, Trilogy 
Fitness - Amherst  
Sue Greaney, Hampshire Hills 
- Milford
Cost:  $30 for 6 weeks (for 2 

classes per week)
Please call Lorraine at 249-1600 

to sign-up (please leave a message).
Gentle Yoga Classes*  (on-go-
ing)

(Join class at any time, fee will be 
pro-rated) 
One class per week:  Mondays OR 
Thursdays
Mondays, 8:15 – 9:15 am OR
Thursdays, 10:00 – 11:00 am 
Instructor:  Laurie Daley, Certified 
Kripalu Yoga Teacher,   
Cost:  $ 30 for 6-week session

Call Lorraine to register:  249-
1600 (please leave a message)
Tai Chi Easy Classes   (on-go-
ing)
Wednesdays 
9:00 – 10:00 am  Instructor:  Susan 
Flanagan
Bean Community Room
Cost:  $5 per class or $30 for 6-
week session (Join any time)

Please call Lorraine at 249-1600 
to reserve a place
Art Instruction for Adults    
6-wk session began February 14th, 
2012 
Tuesdays, 9:30 am -11:30 am 
Parkhurst Place 2nd floor activity 
room
Cost: $10 per class

For more information or to regis-
ter, please call Milford artist and in-
structor:  Sue Peterson:  673-5951

Parkhurst Place offers classes, 
workshops, and health screenings 
for residents of the Souhegan Val-
ley who are 55 years or older.  For 
information call Parkhurst Place 
(249-1600).  If no one is in the office, 
kindly leave your name and number 
on the answering machine for a call 
back.

4 Cross Rd, Amherst, N.H. 03031
 673-6248 ~ 673-2032 (FAX)
Peabody Mill Environmental Center  
673-1141
www.amherstrec.org


