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More Letters

I’ll Always Put Taxpayers First
To the editor:

My name is Charlie Sherman and I am asking for your vote for Amherst 
Selectman on Tuesday, March 13th.  I am a hard-working family man and 
like you, know the value of a dollar and how to stretch a budget.  I am run-
ning for Amherst Selectman because it is time for local government to do 
the same.

I believe in three basic concepts: fiscal responsibility (holding the line on 
town taxes and fees); transparency and accountability (keeping voters in-
formed); and being a budget watchdog (always putting the taxpayer first).

My wife Michelle and I have lived in Amherst for more than 20 years and 
it seems like taxes and spending are always going up, up, and up. It’s time 
to hold the line. I also believe it’s time to stop recycling politicians in Am-
herst and elect new leadership.  Leadership that will deliver new ideas and 
fresh energy.

As the Executive Director of New Horizons of New Hampshire I man-
age a multi-million dollar budget and have to make difficult decisions on 
where to spend our resources.  I’ll bring these skills and my 14 years of pro-
fessional banking experience to the Selectmen’s Board. And I’ll always put 
taxpayers first.

 
Thank you,
Charlie Sherman
Amherst

Support for Prescott from Former 
School Board Member
To the editor:

Paul Prescott is running for a seat on the Amherst School Board.    I 
worked with Paul for two years when he was on the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and I was on the Amherst School Board; I was impressed with his 
in-depth and thoughtful approach to the school budget, his willingness to 
give of his time to ensure thoroughness, and his ability to balance educa-
tional needs with what he saw as his responsibility to the taxpayers.

Paul listened well, was open and fair-minded, and was obviously inter-
ested in maintaining the quality of education that Amherst is known for.  I 
am delighted he has agreed to run.  

Nancy Head
Amherst

Peterman Defines The Term  
‘Citizen Activist’
To the editor:

I have known Marilyn Peterman as a public servant to the town of Am-
herst for many years. Marilyn defines the term ‘citizen activist,’ serving as a 
Selectman, member of the Planning Board and finance committees, and as 
an active community volunteer. In her many roles, she monitors legislative 
matters in the state, ensuring that the town has vital information on bills 
that will affect Amherst residents. She is passionate and dedicated in her 
efforts to protect the best interests of residents and town employees.

Marilyn is seeking to join the Souhegan school board. As a member, 
Marilyn would bring her skills and her passion to working for the students, 
parents, residents, and staff. She brings a unique perspective to that role, 
as someone with deep knowledge of state budgets and the implication on 
our school community. As a mom, Marilyn understands the need for rigor-
ous academic standards. She is a smart woman with highly defined skills of 
advocacy and oversight. As a retired Souhegan teacher and administrator, 
I believe that Marilyn Peterman would champion the best interests of our 
students, while maintaining a deep focus on the complex, often competing 
needs of our community. 

Peggy Silva
Amherst

Land Purchase Makes Good Sense
To the editor:

I am writing to encourage the residents of Amherst to vote YES on Ar-
ticle #22.  A YES vote means you are in favor of the town purchasing land 
near the 101 and Merrimack Road intersection as replacement playing 
fields for Cemetery Fields.  This is a very attractive purchase for the city!  
The town has the opportunity to purchase this land at a lower rate than 
other parcels looked at in the past and developers have already approached 
the State about buying it.  Clearly, Amherst could make money from a fu-
ture sale, if we ever chose to do so.   Saving money on one end and possibly 
gaining profits on the other sounds like a good plan to me!

There are other things to consider about this proposed playing field com-
plex.  The location and size of the property will minimize the amount of 
noise pollution affecting surrounding communities.  There is room for 
three fields, which is comparable to Cemetery Fields, and the highway on 
the one side offers a large noise buffer to the neighborhoods to the west.  
In addition, it does not flood!  In Amherst, that can be a difficult thing to 
find.  

It makes good sense for our town to purchase this piece of property—
please vote YES on #22!

Lisa Eastland
Amherst

Cast Your Vote for Paul Prescott
To the editor:

 
When Amherst voters go to the polls on March 13th, I would recom-

mend they cast a vote for Paul Prescott for Amherst School Board. Paul 
has been an active member of the ASD Ways & Means Committee for 3 
years and will be a great addition to the School Board. While on Ways & 
Means, Paul has been meticulous in his review of the budget, line by line, 
analyzing each expenditure and the value it would bring to our students. 
He is constantly looking for opportunities to maximize the value of our tax 
dollars while making sure we deliver a top quality education. Paul knows 
that school budgets are a careful balance between the pursuit of excellence 
in all aspects of teaching our students and the impact that each additional 
penny on the tax rate has on our residents. He has been in a key participant 
in the process that has delivered such a balance these last few years and I 
know he will continue to do so as a member of the Amherst School Board. 
But what is also clear to me is that Paul’s interest in our schools extends 
beyond just the dollars and cents of the budget. Frequently at Board meet-
ings he would engage in discussions about school policies and practices 
beyond just the cost implications. Paul asks the questions that need to be 
asked. This is, in my view, one of the most important duties of any member 
of Ways & Means and also any School Board member. That is why I believe 
Paul is eminently qualified for this position. Please vote Paul Prescott for 
Amherst School Board. 

Mark Vincent
Chairman, Amherst School District 
Ways & Means Committee
Amherst

Maresco Will “Hit The Ground 
Running” On SHS Board  
To the editor:

I am writing to encourage Amherst residents to vote on Tuesday, March 
13th for Pete Maresco who is running for the Souhegan School Board.

As an engineer with BAE Systems and parent of two kids in the school 
system (a daughter who is a junior at Souhegan High School and a son 
who is a freshman at Souhegan High School), Pete cares very much about 
making sure that this community offers our youth quality education that 
prepares our kids for college and beyond. Pete has served on the Amherst 
School Board for the past three years, and has committed countless hours 
to education issues.  He has served on the Ways and Means Committee of 
the Amherst School Board and was involved heavily in the selection of a 
new Superintendent this past July. 

Indeed, it is no overstatement to say that the reexamination and revamp-
ing of the K-8 math curriculum was at the behest of Pete Maresco. This new 
curriculum, which is currently being piloted in select grades, has received 
very positive reviews and will be rolled out to all K-8 grades next year.

Pete will be able to “hit the ground running” on the Souhegan School 
Board.  As the parent of three kids who are current Souhegan High School 
students or soon will be, I am excited that Pete is interested in dedicating 
himself to a position on the Souhegan School Board. 

I have known the Maresco family for a number of years, and Pete is a 
sensible, down to earth guy whose judgment can be trusted. I hope you will 
join my husband and me in voting for Pete Maresco on March 13th.  It will 
be a very worthwhile vote!

Michelle Caraccio
Amherst

Town of Amherst FY 2013 Budget

Candidates for School 
District Offices

 
AMHERST SCHOOL BOARD  
(2 open seats; one 2 year and one 
3 year) 
AMY FACEY – 2 year term 
PAUL PRESCOTT – 3 year term
 
MONT VERNON SCHOOL BOARD 
(2 open seats for 3 year terms)
KIM ROBERGE – 3 year term TREV-
OR GIRARD – 3 year term LYN JEN-
NINGS – School District Treasurer 
SUSAN GRANFORS – School District 
Moderator
 
SOUHEGAN SCHOOL BOARD 
(1 open seat for 3 year term) JANE 
POLLIO – 3 year term 
MARILYN PETERMAN - 3 year term 
PETER MARESCO - 3 year term

TAX-FIGHTER

SELECTMAN

ShermanCharlie

Paid for by Charlie Sherman

Fiscal Responsibility – Holding the line on taxes 
and fees
Transparency & Accountability – Keeping voters 
informed
Budget Watchdog – Always putting taxpayers first

New Leadership – Excited to Serve

Hollis Veterinary Hospital &
On The Go Mobile Veterinary Services

11 Silver Lake Road • Hollis, New Hampshire

• Complete healthcare
for your pet

• Call for an
appointment

465-7071
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WE MAKE
HOUSE CALLS!

James A. Belanger, DVM

29087 hollis vet 2x2   1 1/3/06, 12:46:07 PM 1144554   1 7/30/10   3:39:54 PM

Salzburg Square Route 101 / Amherst, NH 
673-0404/ www.aurvarasalon.com

An AVEDA ConCEpt SAlon

Skin Beauty!

Sheila joined aurvara in 2008 after serving as 
an educator with the Blaine School and as 

an AVEDA esthetician in Massachusetts.

She specializes in beautifying skin – from 
soft and gentle facials to body treatments, 
including wraps and waxing. Sheila is truly 

amazing when it comes to makeup, taking a 
client’s skin color, bone structure and lifestyle 

into account. Her eyebrow sculpting and 
eyelash extensions add the finishing touch.

Call today for your personal consultation 
with Sheila at aurvara Salon!

Sheila WilkinSon, eSthetician

Check what’s 
going on at 
aurvara

Infant

Pediatrics

Orthodontics &
Invisalign  

Adult & Cosmetic 
Dentistry

Hampshire Place, 72 South River Rd., Bedford, NH 03110

603.624.3900 www.LindnerDental.com    

Board Certified Pediatric 
& Orthodontic Specialists

In Dr. Nina Casaverde’s Family 
Healthy habits start early.

on Facebook

9941-LD_AC-4.25x5.5_StartEarly_HR_v1.indd   1 5/12/11   3:24 PM

Joseph Raczek, o.D.
G E N E R A L   O P T O M E T R Y

C O N T A C T   L E N S E S
• New Patients Welcome • Convenient Hours
• All types of Frames & Lenses • Most Insurance Accepted

www.drraczek.com

380 Nashua Street, Milford, NH • 673-7428
Community Based Family Eye Care Since 1986

By Cliff Ann Wales

The Board of Selectmen propos-
es a FY 2013 operating budget of 
$11,095,396 (default $10,853,361) 
with an increase of 5.93% and a tax 
impact of $0.398. 

FY2012 operating budget and war-
rant articles equaled $10,474,055.  
This year the FY2013 operating 
budget and warrant articles equal 
$11,821,619.  This is an increase of 
$12.8%.  This makes this fiscal year 
very difficult.

Anticipated revenues are down 
by $104,000 (2.64% ). Debt ser-
vice increased by $627,643 with the 
road bond being the largest part of 
the increase.  Debt service also in-
cludes the bridge repair bond.  Both 
were articles supported by the vot-

ers.  Fuel is expected to increase 
town wide by $64,000.  Town hall 
needs repairs costing $25,000.  The 
police contract adds approximate-
ly $57,500.  Also in June, Amherst 
along with all other communities in 
the state will be advised by the NH 
Retirement System what the man-
dated costs will be.  Town employ-
ees will be receiving a cost of living 
increase for the first time since July 
2009.   The Police Department will 
be adding one patrolman in the sec-
ond half of the fiscal year.

Assuming the operating budget 
and all warrant articles pass, the 
town portion of the tax rate will in-
crease by $0.862; which would add 
$280.00 to the tax bill of an average 
$325,000 home in Amherst.

ARTICLES
ARTICLE 22, Purchase of Land Estimated tax impact is $0.115.
ARTICLE 23, Ambulance Capital Reserve Tax impact is $0.14 
ARTICLE 24 FY2013 Operating Budget. Tax impact is $0.398.
ARTICLE 25, Communication Center Capital Reserve. Tax impact is 
$0.10.
ARTICLE 26 Town Computer System Capital Reserve.  Tax impact is 
$0.010.  
ARTICLE 27 Elderly, Blind, DisablesExemption  $0.00
ARTICLE 28 Lease/purchase Rescue Pumper for Fire Dept.  Tax impact 
$0.099
ARTICLE 29 Road Maintenance Tax impact $0.128
ARTICLE 30 Emergency Generators Tax impact $0.051. 
ARTICLE 31 Assessing Revaluation Capital Reserve Tax impact less 
than $0.013.  
ARTICLE 32  Public Health Mosquito Surveillance and Control Pro-
gram.  Tax impact $0.026.  
Taxable warrant articles (not including operating budget): $726,223

Tax Rate: Town operating budget   =   $0.398
 Warrant articles        =  $0.464
Total town operating budget and articles =  $0.862
Increase on a $325,000 house  =  $280.15

Candidates for Town   
of Amherst Offices
SELECTMAN
3 years Vote for not more than two
CHARLES S. SHERMAN
BRUCE BOWLER
BRAD GALINSON

MODERATOR
2 Years Vote for not more than one
STEPHEN W. COUGHLAN

CEMETARY TRUSTEE
3 Years Vote for not more than one
KEVIN J. GRASSETT
WILLIAM S. BELVIN

TREASURER
3 Years Vote for not more than one
ELIzABETH OVERHOLT

SUPERVISOR OF THE CHECKLIST
6 Years Vote for not more than one
MARGARET B. ‘MAGGIE’ PAUL

LIBRARY TRUSTEE
3 Years Vote for not more than two
EDWARD L. OBERMILLER
NANCY T. BAKER
KARL ‘TED’ KRANTz
RICHARD W. MARTINI

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
3 Years Vote for not more than two
JAMES W. QUINN, JR
DOUGLAS H. KIRKWOOD

TRUSTEE OF THE TRUST FUNDS
3 Years Vote for not more than one
RICHARD KIMBALL

Vote, Tuesday, March 13, or 
request an absentee Ballot 

from the Town Clerk.
Watch for the March 8th issue 

of The Amherst Citizen!

Got Dolls?
Need Clothes?

Call Lucy
@

603-249-5056


