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*Junior Book Clubs*
*Bonkers for Books Junior Book 

Club for 3rd & 4th graders *will 
be reading “Charlie and The Choc-
olate Factory” by Roald Dahl for 
their February title.  Group meet 
Wednesday. March7th from 4-5pm 
for a fun snack and book talk.

*The Page Turners Junior Book 
Club for 5th & 6th graders* will be 
reading “Roll of Thunder, Hear Me 
Cry” by Mildred D. Taylor for their 
February title. Group will meet on 
Wednesday Feb. 15th from 4-5pm  
for a snack and discussion.

Books for both groups are avail-
able to borrow @ the library.  New 
members are always welcome.
Friends of the Library Member-
ship Drive Continued Through 
February

The Friends of the Daland Me-
morial Library will hold their next 
meeting on Monday, February 27, at 
7:30 p.m., at the library. The meeting 
will be chaired by President Mary 
Katherine McNamara. Interested in 
attracting and keeping new mem-
bers, the Friends are extending their 
membership drive and the chance to 
win a beautiful gift basket through a 
raffle. Any current member who re-
news or a new member who joins 
will receive a ticket for the basket 
which includes gift certificates to 
Hannafords and Dunkin’ Donuts, a 
Starbucks mug, Tazo Teas, flavored 
syrup and some chocolates. It also 
includes a beautiful handcrafted 
wooden bowl made by Mont Ver-
non resident Ted Covert. If you at-
tend the February meeting you will 
receive another ticket for the raffle. 
The annual membership fee is $15.

How can you help as a member 
of the Friends of the Library? Bake 
goodies for special events, make 
posters, help maintain the library 
gardens, help out at the annual 
book sale on Spring Gala Day. Some 

events just need a few extra pair of 
hands. All offers are welcome.

Through fund raising, the organi-
zation helps support a number of li-
brary activities including providing 
the many treats for trick-or-treaters 
who visit the library on Halloween, 
the Teen Times program, museum 
passes available to library patrons, 
the children’s summer reading pro-
gram, the new  Lunch and After-
noon Movie program, the annual 
murder mystery evening, and also 
co-sponsors with the Mont Vernon 
Historical Society New Hampshire 
Humanities Council programs.

Questions? Please call the library 
at 673-7888, or stop in and ask. The 
Friends meet 10 times a year, no 
meetings in July and December, on 
the fourth Monday of the month. 
Meetings usually last an hour to an 
hour and a half. Membership in-
cludes receiving the monthly news-
letter featuring upcoming library 
activities and events and a listing 
of the new books, videos and audio 
books added to the library’s collec-
tion.
LUNCH & AFTERNOON MOVIE 
– Monday, March 19, 2012

A four star selection is up next 
in the Lunch and Afternoon Mov-
ie program at the Daland Memorial 
Library. Come see Katharine Hep-
burn and Humphrey Bogart figure 
out how to get along in “The Afri-
can Queen.” The movie was made 
on location in the Belgian Congo, 
now the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, in 1951. Pack a lunch 
and come to the library on Monday, 
March 19, at noon. Optional very 
informal discussion to follow mov-
ie. Questions, call the library at 673-
7888. No charge; movie suitable for 
adults.

Future tentative dates and titles:
April 16 – “Gigi” (1958) starring 

Leslie Caron, Maurice Chevalier 
and Louis Jordan

May 21 – TBA
Museum Passes Available at the 

Library
Check Out Passes to FOUR 
Museums!

Thanks to the generosity of a li-
brary patron, there are now pass-
es to four museums available to li-
brary patrons. The new pass is for 
the Mariposa Museum in Peterbor-
ough, a hands-on museum celebrat-
ing immigrant, native and interna-
tional traditions. Three museums 
are free and one has a small co-pay.

NEW!!! 
Mariposa Museum & World Cul-
ture Center
16 Main Street
Peterborough, NH
Tel: 924-4555
www.mariposamuseum.org
One pass – admits two adults & two 
children

Currier Museum of Art
201 Myrtle Way
Manchester, NH
Tel: 669-7194
www.currier.org
Two passes – each pass admits two

SEE Science Center
200 Bedford Street
Manchester, NH
Tel: 669-0400
www.see-sciencecenter.org
Three family passes

Museum of Fine Arts
465 Huntington Ave
Boston, MA
Tel: 617-267-9300
www.mfa.org
Take away FLEX pass – one pass 
admits two adults
NOTE – there is a $7 co-pay for 
EACH adult. Some special exhibits 
require a ticket with an additional 
charge.

Check the websites for additional 
information on exhibits. Passes may 
be checked out for one week. (Take 
away and FLEX passes are not re-
turned.) Late returns will incur a $5 
fine. Please call the library at 673-
7888, or stop by to reserve a pass. 
With the exception of the Mariposa 
Museum pass the other passes are 
made possible through the fund-
raising efforts of the Friends of the 
Daland Memorial Library. 

Cyan   Magenta   Yellow   Black

Mont Vernon Residents:  The Amherst Citizen 
is now available at Fishbones, General Store.  

Pick up a FREE copy today!

Daland Memorial Library News
Library hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.; Wed. noon - 8 p.m.; Fri. 
2 - 6 p.m.; Sat. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. Closed Sun. & Mon. 
Phone: 603-673-7888; FAX: 603-673-7888 
Email: dalandlibrary@comcast.net Web: http://www.dalandlibrary.word-
press.com
Library Director: Karen MacDonald; Children’s Program Director: Bonnie 
Angulas; Library Assistants: Allain Schnable and Kira Zotcavage.

Mont Vernon

Scholarship Application Forms Available

Cabin Fever Chili Cook-Off
MONT VERNON - Do you make a great pot of chili? We 
are having a cook-off on Saturday, March 10, from 5 to 
7 p.m. at the Mont Vernon Congregational Church. 
We are looking for a variety of entries: hot, mild, beef, 
pork, veggie and other favorites. There will be a $40 
prize for first place and $20 for runner-up. Ticket 

holders will sample and vote, and have a bowl of the 
“house” chili, cornbread, beverage and dessert. 
Tickets for adults are $8, children 5-12 are $4, and 
children under 5 are free.  Call Susan Smith at 654-
6064 to enter the cook-off as a contestant or for 
more details, or email montvernonchurch@montver-
nonchurch.org  Mont Vernon Congregational Church is 
located on Route 13 North at the top of the hill, across 
from the Town Hall.  Get out of your cabin for some fun!

Letters to the Editor
Keep Your Right To Vote:  Vote No On Article 5 
To the editor:

Mont Vernon voters are being asked to rescind RSA 
40:13, known as SB 2, as adopted on March 9, 2010 by 
3/5TH of the voters.  One year of voting under SB 2 is not 
adequate in determining whether or not it works. This 
critical vote will be via secret ballot vote on March 13, 
2012 ARTICLE 5.   A yes vote on ARTICLE 5 says that 
you want to go back to the old School District Meeting 
form of voting.  A  no vote on ARTICLE 5 means you 
want to keep SB 2 and allow the true majority to speak 
relative to school spending.

A public hearing regarding ARTICLE 5 was held on 
February 14, 2012.  Few voters showed up at this hear-
ing.  However, the discussion was comprehensive.  Sev-
eral of the voters clearly were opposed to going back 
to the old School District Meeting form of voting.  As 
chairman of the Budget Committee I advised that the 
Budget Committee unanimously opposes ARTICLE 5.  
One member of the School Board also indicated the he 
was opposed to ARTICLE 5.  

During the discussion a voter asked what the atten-
dance was in prior years under to old School District 
form vs. the results of the 2011 voting under SB 2.  I 
researched this data and found per the School District 
Annual Report published in the Town Report atten-
dance was as follows:  2008—100; 2009—161; 2010—95; 
2011 SB 2 Ballots cast--403.  The number of registered 
Voters is 1,699. In 2010 only 5.6% of the total voters vot-
ed.  Under SB 2 23.7% of the total voters voted.  This 
shows that SB 2 is truly a more democratic way to vote. 

The foregoing data also shows one of the major pit-
falls of holding a School District Meeting vs. voting via 
the SB 2 form of voting.  Under the old School District 
Meeting form a minority controlled school spending.  
I recall going to the School District Meetings during 
this period (2008-2010) and it was very clear that the 
majority of those present were parents with children in 
school and they had one agenda. Why there were not 
more voters at these meeting is disturbing.  

Voter apathy was discussed at the hearing and a 
member of the School Board felt that SB 2 allowed peo-
ple to become lazy in voting.  A voter pointed out that 
he was disturbed by this comment as he and many oth-
ers are informed voters but are often unable to attend 
meetings due to conflicting schedules.  He felt that SB 
2 eliminates this problem and allows the voter to cast 
their vote in a more democratic way. 

The issue is not with the SB 2 form of voting but the 
manner in which information is gotten out to the voter.  
The School Board’s/SAU’s attitude is that Public Notic-
es are in the paper and posted at various sites in Town 
is adequate.  This is not adequate.  The Board needs to 
take a more transparent approach and get detailed in-
formation out to the Voter.  It should be noted that the 
School administration sends out an e-mail to all the 
parents relative to School Public Hearings but not the 
general public.

	 	 	 Willard	Archibald
	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

To Retain Your Ballot Rights, Vote NO on Article 5
To the editor:

After the Mont Vernon Village School Deliberative 
meeting, the proposed Warrant Article 2 budget is 
still almost $4.9M.  This occurred after two attempts 
failed to reduce the proposed budget by $115K and then 
by only $40K.  The $4.9M budget represents a $193K 
increase, while the Default budget is only a $95K in-
crease.

Both the proposed and default MVVS budgets pro-
vide for a student/teacher ratio of 10 to 1, unusually low 
by most school standards.  Some approximate FY13 
cost per student data follows:

The Amherst Middle School cost is $1.2M for the 81 
MVVS 7th and 8th grade students.  Add the special ed. 
cost of $1M.  Reducing the $4.9M by this $2.2M, pro-
vides a cost per regular student of almost $17K.  (Using 
163 projected students, i.e., not including 32 projected 
special ed. students.)

The cost per student for all students is almost $14K.  
(Using 195 projected students, which includes 32 pro-
jected special ed. students.)

But the true cost for a special ed. student is about 
$45K.  ($14K plus $31K from $1M divided by 32 special 
ed. students.)

The Amherst Middle School has an average $15K 
cost per student and Souhegan High School is at almost 
$22K cost per student.

If you believe as we do, that MVVS students can go 
without electronic smart boards, some software, etc., 

while many families are struggling financially, you’ll 
vote NO on Warrant Article 2 to pass the Default bud-
get on March 13th.    

The Default budget = $95K increase, instead of a 
$193K MVVS budget increase.  This will still translate 
to a tax increase of:
 • $240 vs. $316 per $200K house
 • $480 vs. $632 per $400K house
 • $720 vs. $948 per  $600K house

This tax increase is for the Article 2 tax portion only 
and does not include proposed increases for Warrant 
Articles 3 and 6, the town or SHS budgets.

To retain your ballot and absentee ballot rights, you 
must vote NO on Warrant Article 5.  This article is 
an attempt to go back to the old method of a School 
District meeting where voters amend and vote on line 
items, but must be present to do so.

If you are not going to be in town to vote on March 
13th, then request all 3 absentee ballots now from our 
Town Clerk.  They will be mailed to you.  You need to 
mail your ballots back so they arrive before 5 pm on the 
13th.  Or you can return your ballot in person by 5 pm, 
Monday the 12th.

	 	 	 Tom	and	Norma	McKinney
	 	 	 Mont	Vernon

The Skenderian-McCollom-
Griffin Scholarship applications 
are now available at the Daland 
Memorial Library, Fishbones Gen-
eral Store and the Student Servic-
es office at Souhegan High School.  

These scholarships are awarded 
to Mont Vernon residents seeking 
full time post secondary education 
leading to certification, associate 
degree or bachelor degree.  They 
are based on scholarship aptitude 

and need.  They may be awarded 
to both high school seniors and 
continuing education students.  
Applications must be received by 
the Trustees of Trust Funds, Mont 
Vernon, prior to April 3, 2012.

Mont Vernon Historical Society

Historical Political Display 
Planned for May 2012

Students’ PickUp Patrol Software Goes Live
Project Honored by President 
Obama at the 2012 White 
House Science Fair

MONT VERNON - The second 
week of February proved a banner 
week for the Mont Vernon Village 
School.  On Monday their award 
winning software, PickUp Patrol, 
went live. And on Tuesday, the soft-
ware solution was honored at the 
White House Science Fair.  

The software, a project of the 
Village School Staff and a group 
of motivated students, Mont Ver-
non’s NXTreme Team, helps get 
kids home from school safely and 
efficiently.  Over the past two years 
the team has been working close-
ly with MVVS Principal, Sue Blair, 
Tom Campbell, Charlotte Jameson, 
Sheila Asselin, MVVS PTA, and 
SAU #39 Tech Staff. While develop-
ing their idea the students analyzed, 
designed, programmed, and tested 
their web application.

PickUp Patrol has been up and 
running at the Village School for 
the past three weeks with favorable 
response from parents, teachers and 
the office staff. Once PickUp Patrol 
is established at MVVS, the district 
has plans to incorporate it into their 
other elementary schools.

The White House Invitation to 
the Science Fair came just a week 
before the event and was hosted by 
President Obama, on February 7th.  
The Fair celebrated student winners 
of science, technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM) competitions 
from across the country.   NXTreme 
Team member, Anthony Edvalson, 
an MVVS alumni had the honor of 
representing the team.

At the fair, Anthony, along with 
the President and other competi-
tion winners, viewed student exhib-
its ranging from breakthrough re-
search to new inventions, followed 
by remarks by the President on the 
importance of STEM education 

to the country’s economic future.  
The President noted “If you win the 

NCAA championship, you come to 
the White House. Well, if you’re a 

young person and you produce the 
best experiment or design, the best 
hardware or software, you ought to 
be recognized for that achievement, 
too.” 

The NXTreme Team is currently 
preparing for the 2012 FIRST LEGO 
League World Festival, held in April 
in St. Louis, where they will compete 
against the top 80 teams, selected 
from 20,000 worldwide.  To help 
raise funds for the trip the team is 
hosting a Community Dinner with 
MVVS PTA and N2N.  Communi-
ty Dinner - March 16, Mont Vernon 
Village School Dinner 5:30pm, Ac-
tivities 6:30pm.  Pasta Dinner  (in-
cludes salad, Good Loaf bread, des-
sert) $4-6.  Bingo $6/8game, Robot 
Demos & Raffle– Items include Red 
Sox Tickets, and wares from local 
merchants and artisans.  

Donations can also be made to 
NXTreme Team at 2 Wallace Lane, 
Mont Vernon, NH 03057.

-The NXTreme Team, NH’s FIRST LEGO LEAGUE State Champions: ( L to R) Brian Apple , Anthony Edvalson, 
Annemarie Edvalson , Rylee Noorda, Elizabeth Apple, Bryan Rose, Nick Zumbo (also contributing to the project 

Anthony Edvalson (red tie) meets President Obama

The Mont Vernon Historical So-
ciety is hoping to collect items of in-
terest to be included in a new display 
planned for the museum’s opening 
day, Saturday, May 19, 2012. The ex-
hibit will focus on items pertaining 
to national elections PRIOR to 1960 
– this would be for the John F. Ken-
nedy/Richard M. Nixon race and 
earlier. Do you have any magazines, 
newspaper articles, stickers, but-
tons, small posters, pamphlets, me-
mentos, or any other items that re-
late to an election and could be used 
in the display? Do you have a mem-
ory about a candidate or election? 
What about a story your mother, 
father, grandfather, grandmother, 
or other family member or a friend 
may have told you? Memories may 
be written down and e-mailed to 
the museum curator, Sandy Kent 
at slkent57@gmail.com, or mailed 
to the Mont Vernon Historical So-
ciety, PO Box 15, Mont Vernon, 
NH 03057. Please contact Sandy 
about items to be loaned. The dis-
play will be held through the 2012 
season. Depending on the weather 
and temperature the museum usu-
ally closes in October-the museum 
does not have heat.

The museum, located on the sec-
ond floor of the Town Hall, opened 
in 1990. Permanent displays include 
memorabilia from the Grand Hotel 
and Lamson Farm. A row of Dut-
ton clocks line a wall in the center 

space. The post office window and 
some of the boxes found a home in 
the museum when the new post of-
fice on Grand Hill Road opened in 
1995. You might ask to see a sam-
ple of Boston Tea Party tea and ask 
how it came to be in the museum! A 
lovely King’s Daughters’ Quilt given 
to the historical society when the 
King’s Daughter’s organization dis-
banded includes a square that’s over 
150 years old.

A small library holds a wide va-
riety of books that may be looked 
at, unless they are too fragile, while 
visiting the museum.

Please consider loaning items for 
this special display and plan to stop 
by to see it perhaps after the Spring 
Gala Fun Run and/or after the fire-
men’s pancake breakfast. Admis-
sion is free.
Items at Fishbones General 
Store

Looking for an historical society 
publication, sweatshirt or T-shirt? 
Check out the selection at Fish-
bones General Store.
Historical Society Information 
Now On Facebook

Updated information on the 
Mont Vernon Historical Society 
and their museum is now available 
on Facebook at Mont Vernon His-
torical Society.


