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Children’s Programming at 
the Amherst Town Library

LOOKING FOR DONATIONS!! 
Do you have a tub of Legos gathering 
dust in the basement? The Children’s 
Room could use them!  We’re hoping 
to increase our supply of Legos, so that 
we can get a Lego-club started here at the 
library.  Any that you could part with would 
be greatly appreciated---please talk to Miss Sarah 
if you have some to donate.
Storytimes

All of our traditional Storytimes are drop in, we love 
to see you when you are able to attend. Storytimes are 
held the following days and times: 

Baby Listeners lapsit storytime ( from birth to 24 
mos.) is on Friday mornings at 10:30.  Next session 
meets: March 9, 16, 23 30,  April 6 and 13.

Toddler Time for 2 and 3 year olds and their caregiv-
ers meet Tuesdays at 10:00.  Next session meets: March 
6, 13, 20,27, April 3 and 10. 

Book Bunch for 3-6 yr. olds is on Wednesdays at 
1:00pm and Thursdays at 10:00am.  Next session meets: 
March 7, 14, 21, 28, April 4 and 11 (Weds. afternoons) 
and March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 and 12 (Thurs. morn-
ings)

Book Clubs
We have book clubs for all ages—
Jr. Bookclub (for kids in grades 2-

4 and parents) meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm.  

For the month of March, club mem-
bers will choose between two books:  

Calvin Coconut, Hero of Hawaii by Gra-
ham Salisbury, and Clementine, by Sara 

Pennypacker. Come in and talk to Miss Sarah 
if you’re interested in joining.

The Great Stone Face Reviewer’s Club (for 5th and 
6th graders) gets together on the first Wednesday of 
each month at 6:30 to talk about the newest fiction ti-
tles that we’ve all been reading—then Miss Sarah passes 
these opinions on to the Great Stone Face Committee 
at the state level.  We’re an opinionated group that loves 
to read---and loves to talk about what we’re reading! If 
you’d like to join us, come in and talk to Miss Sarah.

The Popcorn-Eating Monsters Club (for 7th and 
8th graders) gather on the 4th Wednesday of each 
month to share opinions about the newest YA fiction 
titles we’re reading.  Right now we’re planning a Hunger 
Games get-together to coincide with the movie release.  
If you love to read, and love to talk about what you’re 
reading, come and join us!  Talk to Miss Sarah if you’re 
interested.
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Town News

This land is your land, this land is my land
from Coos to the Shining Sea

Taxes aside, land is precious.  By any measure, 
land is precious – to have, to look at, to enjoy, to 
preserve.  Land is precious – for all Nature’s spe-
cies, for walking, for raising young, for what it pro-
duces, for the quality of life.

Taxes not set aside, the Town Warrant you will 
vote on next week contains nary an article for nat-
ural space protection.  This says a lot.  As precious 
as land is, we as a town are taking no new provi-
sions for more open space protection.  You ask, 
“Why isn’t the Conservation Commission propos-
ing an article for natural space protection?”  Chick-
en perhaps.  

The recent history of articles proposed by the 
Commission to bolster the Conservation Fund, 
to purchase a specific open farmland parcel, and 
measures to improve the ability to employ conser-
vation easements in open space protection have all 
been shot down at the polls.  

Oh yes, the Commission and the Amherst Land 
Trust still want to see more land preserved in its 
open state and are prepared to work with willing 
sellers.  But how many times do you go to the voters 

to get shot?  With bet-
ter education, maybe we 
can get ‘em next year.  I 
hope so because natural 
space is precious,

Back to the dollar aspect: After studies were con-
cluded in several towns. The Society For The Pro-
tection Of New Hampshire Forests reports that, 
“Open land costs the average town half the taxes 
paid on it.”  More specifically, in Milford housing 
cost $1.23 per dollar of taxes paid on it while open 
land cost only $0.24 per dollar of taxes assessed.  
In Mont Vernon the ratio was $1.03 versus $0.29.  
When the Amherst Open Space Advisory Com-
mittee was active, it was determined that a 4-bed-
room home had an annual negative impact on the 
town budget of $4,881.

Aye, land is precious but development costs more.  
Someday more land will be kept open permanently.  
And some precious day, as Longfellow foresaw…

When Orchards Bloom
The robin and the bluebird piping loud,
Filled all the blossoming orchards with their glee;
The sparrows chirped as if they were proud
Their race in Holy Writ should mentioned be.

Amherst Town Library

Forensic Science Roadshow Event, March 13
AMHERST  - March begins a 

new programming series at the 
Amherst Town Library entitled It’s 
a Mystery to Me. Forensic scientist 
Paul Zambella will start off this se-
ries on Tuesday, March 13th from 7 
to 8:30 PM with a presentation, “Fo-
rensic Science Roadshow.”  Venture 
into the world of CSI with this in-
teractive program that introduces 
you to the world of forensic science.  
Learn about the history of forensic 
science, functions of a forensic sci-
entist, gunshot residue, metal de-
tector, footwear impressions, fin-
gerprints, DNA, blood, and crime 
lights. 

Presenter Paul Zambella (Ret.) 
was employed as a Forensic Scien-
tist at the Massachusetts State Po-
lice Crime Laboratory for 36 years.  
His functions in the laboratory in-

cluded crime scene investigator, 
criminalist, drug analyst, serologist 
and toxicologist.  He participated in 
more than 450 crime scene investi-
gations, examined tens of thousands 
of physical evidence items and testi-
fied in more than 350 criminal trials.  
Paul has taught courses in Forensic 
Science at Northeastern Universi-
ty and Salem State University.  He 
has also lectured at Suffolk Univer-
sity and to various law enforcement 
institutions including the Massa-
chusetts State Police Academy, the 
Northeast Regional Police Institute 
and the Massachusetts District At-
torneys Association (MDAA).

You are invited to join us for this 
presentation and the rest of the It’s 
a Mystery to Me programs at the 
Amherst Town Library: “Take the 
Mystery Out of Gluten Free Cook-

ing and Do Some Detective Work 
on Other Food Allergies” on Tues-
day, March 20th from 6:30 to 8:30 
PM; “Raising Heritage Chickens 
in Your Backyard” on Wednesday, 
March 21st from 7:00 to 8:30 PM; 
and, “Crime in Literature: Explor-
ing Mystery and Detective Fiction” 
on Tuesday, March 27th from 7:00 
to 8:30 PM.

This presentation is free and open 
to the public.  However, registration 
is REQUIRED for this program due 
to space limitations. You can regis-
ter for one or all of the It’s a Mystery 
to Me series programs for adults by 
calling 673-2288, emailing library@
amherst.lib.nh.us or by visiting our 
website at www.amherst.lib.nh.us 
and selecting “Calendar of Events.” 

the Friends of the Amherst Town 
Library for the 2012 Sundays at 4 
music series.  The series ends with 
a final performance on April 15th 
at *5:00 to 6:00 p.m.* of the New 

Hampshire Master Chorale in Con-
cert with Music Director Dan Per-
kins.  To register for a Sundays at 
4 concert please call the Amherst 
Town Library at 673-2288, email 

library@amherst.lib.nh.us, or visit 
the Library’s web site at http://www.
amherst.lib.nh.us and click on the 
calendar icon, labeled “Calendar of 
Events” on the homepage.

Preserving Your Personal Documents and 
Family Treasures

Public Is Invited to Free Talk

across America.   
Mr. Hayward’s mantra is “You 

can do this!”  Don’t miss this op-
portunity to learn how to put Hay-
ward’s design principles to work 
in your own outdoor spaces.  The 

public is invited to attend.  Tick-
ets purchased prior to the event are 
$5.   Tickets are $8 purchased at the 
door the evening of the event and 
will be available on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  Tickets are avail-

able at Toadstool Bookshop and 
Moulton’s Market until April 5.  For 
additional information call Marti 
Warren 673-7054.

Our dedicated staff create  
a spirit of family living  
within our community. 

“We are pleased to let you know that 
Summerhill Assisted Living is the only 
assisted living facility in New England 

to earn this distinction and will be 
recognized as a model of dementia 

care In the community.”

Attentive, Friendly,  
Compassionate Care

183 Old Dublin Road, Peterborough, NH 03458   (603) 924-6238   www.summerhillal.com 

Assisted Living & Alzheimer’s Care
Private & semi-private suites with spacious bathrooms 
Three delectable meals, chef-prepared  
with fresh ingredients, served daily 
Transportation provided for  
local appointments, social  
events & outings 
Creative, individualized  
activities to suit a mixture  
of personalities & interests 
Whirlpool suite, exercise  
equipment, Wellness programs 
On-site physical, occupational  
& speech therapy offered 
Short-term & respite care available 
Our staff are credentialed Qualified Dementia Care Providers 
through the AFA 

Locally
Owned & 

Fully
Insured

603.594.WASH (9274)
BlueSkyPowerWashing.com

    603.672.2631
BrothersWhoPaint.com

AMHERST – On Wednesday, 
March 21, 9:30 a.m., at Messiah Lu-
theran Church on Rt. 101 in Am-
herst, N. H., Donia Conn of the 
Northeast Document Conservation 
Center at Andover will speak about 
“Preserving Your Family Trea-
sures.” Do you have old scrapbooks 
and photo albums that are falling 
apart or yellowing ancestral letters? 
Here’s your chance to find out from 
an expert how best to save them. 
Discussion will focus on the preser-
vation of papers, photos, and other 
family treasures (including textiles) 
so future generations can appreci-

ate your heritage. She will show ex-
amples of the safe display, storage 
and care of common items in fam-
ily collections.

Donia Conn has worked in the 
fields of conservation and preser-
vation for 18 years, specializing in 
book conservation and preservation 
training. At NEDCC, where she is 
Education and Outreach Coordi-
nator, she presents workshops and 
webinars on preservation and digi-
tization, responds to technical in-
quiries from around the world, and 
consults with institutions on disas-
ter planning and preservation. She 

is also adjunct faculty for Simmons 
College Graduate School of Library 
and Information Science, teaching 
Preservation Management and Col-
lections Maintenance. Donia is a 
Professional Associate of the Amer-
ican Institute for Conservation of 
Historic and Artistic Works. She 
earned her MLIS with advanced 
certificate in conservation from the 
University of Texas-Austin. 

This event is hosted by Nipmugs 
Questers. Refreshments will be 
served. All are welcome. For more 
information, contact Mary Salmon 
672-4312.

u Local Garden Clubs   continued from page 1

u A Celtic Celebration   continued from page 1

Amherst Town Library

Crime In Literature: Exploring Mystery 
And Detective Fiction

 In the final program of the Am-
herst Town Library’s March adult 
evening series called It’s a Mystery to 
Me, Professor Melissa Pennell pres-
ents, “Crime in Literature: Explor-
ing Mystery and Detective Fiction,” 
on Tuesday, March 27th at 7:00 to 
8:30 p.m. in the Johnson Meeting 
Room.  Focusing on traditions and 
innovations, Professor Pennell will 
offer an overview of the genre and 
how it has changed at certain points 
in time.  She will also speak of the 
work of a few contemporary writ-
ers, such as Dennis Lehane, Kate 
Atkinson, Tana French, and Janet 
Evanovich, who are building on the 
legacy of the past, but adding new 
elements or experimenting with 
narrative form.    

Professor Pennell loves discussing 
mystery and detective fiction with 
other readers!  Be it talking about 
the legacy of Robert Parker, the fic-
tion of Dennis Lehane, the history 
of the mystery genre, the topic of 
reinventing the Hard-Boiled Tra-
dition, the Police Procedural, New 
England Mystery and Detective Fic-
tion, Culinary Mysteries, or classic 
and contemporary works of detec-
tive fiction, she can share all kinds 
of interesting information.

Melissa Pennell, Ph.D., is a Pro-
fessor of English and Associate 
Dean of Fine Arts, Humanities, and 
Social Sciences at UMass Lowell.  
In 2006, she published Masterpiec-
es of American Romantic Litera-
ture.  She also is the author of The 

Student Companion to Nathan-
iel Hawthorne (1999) and The Stu-
dent Companion to Edith Whar-
ton (2003), as well as co-editor of 
American Literary Mentors (1999).  
At UMass Lowell, she periodically 
offers a class, Crime in Literature, 
in which she introduces students to 
classic and contemporary works of 
detective fiction.

This presentation is free and open 
to the public. However, registration 
is REQUIRED for this program due 
to space limitations. You can regis-
ter by calling 673-2288, emailing li-
brary@amherst.lib.nh.us or by vis-
iting our website at www.amherst.
lib.nh.us and registering online by 
selecting “Calendar of Events.”

Come Grow with us This Year!

Visit our website: www.amherstgardencenter.com
305 Route101 • Amherst, New Hampshire 03031
603.673.3008 • fax: 603.673.6224 • Open Daily

Please visit and support our partners providing products 
and services for sustainable living and enjoyment.

New This Year:
• Stone, Bark Mulch, Compost & Loam

(local delivery or U-pickup)

• Expanded Hydroponics Vegetable Nursery
(cared for by the Amherst Garden Club)

• On-Site Landscape Design, Construction 
& Planting Services (now scheduling estimates)

Always Available:
• Trees/Shrubs • Perennials/Annuals/Herbs
• Koi Fish & Water Gardens • Seeds & Fertilizers
• Gardening Tools, Pots & Accessories
• Gardening Gift Shop • Fresh Cut Flowers & Creative 

Arrangements for any Occasion • “Find It” Special Requests
Coming Soon:
• The Sugar Mommy Mobile Van (coffee, cookies,   

chocolate yummies: www.thesugarmommy.com by Jenny Cheifetz)

• Organic Vegetable Seedlings (a project of  International Institute of  
New Hampshire in Manchester helping refugees)

• Fresh Produce Farm Stand
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Next Issue:  March 27
Deadline:  March 21


